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For more than |0 years,
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Garry and Mary-Lou Pya ha en driving around Nova Scotia
lpoking for just the right plece of property. Finally they found t:
a Little tidal island just outside historic Lunenburg. Steeped in
romance and folklare, the island, like so many spots along this
coasl, had once bean the landing point for rumerunners during
Prohibition, hence the name: Bum Point, Now, its marshlands
ate s magnet for great blue | fishe igles, minks
and otters, which, along with the vi ald the Pves on the

an. W love wildlife anc oattdoors,”™ = Miarv-Lou.

here that they built a 7,000-squares-foeot, four-bedroom
summer gathering place for their blended family, which

wan children ranging in age from 17 te 37, and

friemd o wanted something with acreage, a sandy beach
and a view, but it alzo had to be close to town; somewhore
within driving distance of a great resta

SEE SOURCE QUIDE




rn -

.." oy ..__".

_.
N (al A




They were also looking for a place where they could one
day retire. Bum Point was perfect, and its view proved more
plorious than expected: Canada’s signatuee schooner, the
Blusnogs, s hor sails :E'inu-r:ﬂ}' in frant af thn |m:'11: whan 'H.h.“
heads ol to 2o,

They called on dosigner David Ripley, who worked with
architectural dozignar John Hattie, to create a house that
woald take advantage of itz uniqua site — surrounded on
all sides by scean and marshlands — without succumbing
to it. "When you're on the water, there’s nothing to stop the
wind,” sayvs Marv-Lou. To help it withstand the sevage winds
of the Atlantic, the concrete houss was designoed with wings.
rathar than as a single rectangular structune or some other
clean shape, and hundreds of treos wore planted around
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thi propariy, When hurrieane Juan battered the provinon in
Hl‘rph}l‘l‘ﬂfn}: 2003, the house survived uasesthiod.

The interior f2 unlike traditional Maritime homes
ara often eul up into o8 of small rooms jeined by a back
staircase. Instead, the Pyes wanted an open, informal plan
of large rooms and gathering spaces. When it came time to
decorate, Mary-Lou turned to hundreds of magazines for
inspiration on creating a relaxed, warm fealing. *1 knew yvears
ago that we were going to end up with a property, so I began
ripping out pages. Sometimes, the same look would appear
in triplicate = rooms that looked traditional yetl informal,
country with a little pizazz, That's how [ found my direction.”

Even with a cloar vision, filling the rooms was daunting,
“Thiz house cats furniture!” says Marv-Lou, “We started out
with just & table, two chatrs and some new matt s an the
floor. It was all o0 cmpiy that we'd buy zomething just 1o fill
the space, only to discover that we'd gotten the proportions
wrong, and were back where we started.”

They mainly shopped for furnishings locally. but also
visited High Point, WN.C., whers manufacturars from arcumnd
the world converge to display their lines at a bi-annual show.
“Evervthing vou sew in magazines is there,” says Mary-Lou.

dMoeanwhile, Riploy chose the interior finishes and paint
caolours, “Everything inside the howse is designed 1o
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complement the magic of this property.” he says.
materials liks jatoba wood that would have
building.” Inside the billiards room, with ] of the water,
you're hard-p d to believe that you're mot d a boat.
3 s the storm room, at 1h1. h,:hwl: point of

the roof, T to it, you climb up a ship’s lad
trap door. 5 all around and vou ca
When tl
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