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Your closet’s best friend is always close by.

An outlet collection that is second to none.

Over 185 shopping, dining and entertainment options in
all—over 50 that can’t be found anywhere else in Michigan.

visit greatlakescrossingoutlets.com
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It starts with the wink of first light.
A single day that launches endless possibilities.
Of first ripples and first casts.
Of first hikes and first deep breaths.
Of first moments when it dawns on us
just how amazing life can be.
In the shimmering first light of Pure Michigan.
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METRO DETROIT — YOUR SUMMER SHOPPING SANCTUARY.

SUMMER SAVINGS

Up
Detroit

heat

in

METRO

SIDEWALK SALES, SAVINGS AND SMILES START IN THE D.

There’s nothing hotter than a sizzling summer shopping spree in The D. Caravan
with your family or friends for a weekend of fashion and fun in metro Detroit.
Spice up your wardrobe without burning a hole in your wallet. Bask in savings and
sunshine at an outdoor mall or hop from sidewalk sale to sidewalk sale in one of
our quaint downtowns. Cool down in any of our upscale shopping centers or
outlet malls, where you’ll easily find the hottest trends. Pamper yourself by
relaxing at a top-notch hotel or world-class spa and enjoy everything The D has
to offer — from delicious dining to dancing, gaming and a show.
Be sure to check out visitdetroit.com for summer savings now.
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o You Want To Play Today?

Come to “The Other Side of New York”

Visit Sky High Adventure Park & Mountain Coaster at Holiday Valley Resort,
Ellicottville, Allegany State Park, Seneca Allegany Casino, Griffis Sculpture Park,
Rock City Park. Trails,Trails,Trails... hiking, biking, horseback riding, roller blading, skate boarding or
just plain walking, we have miles of trails for your pleasure. And don’t forget to tour New York’s Amish
Trail to see an old-fashioned way of life among the Old Order Amish people.
Visit our Amish Trail Member Businesses for shopping, dining and staying!

Turn your DAY TRIP into an OVERNIGHT STAY, visit our website to choose the
ACCOMMODATIONS that will fit your needs. Love SHOPPING? From the
quaint village boutiques to a big box stores in malls, there are plenty of choices!
DINING offers a wide variety of cuisines and dining atmospheres,
go to our website to choose your options!

1-800-331-0543

EnchantedMountains.com
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YOUR QUICK GATEWAY
TO THE WORLD
MORE CITIES. MORE CONVENIENT. LESS HASSLE. LESS COST.

Windsor International Airport (YQG) is your quick gateway to just about anywhere you want to go!
Located just minutes from downtown Detroit, Michigan and Windsor, Ontario, YQG offers:
• Downtown to downtown flights direct to Toronto and
Calgary with connections across Canada, the U.S.
and internationally
• Fast and friendly service from check-in to boarding
• Convenient and affordable parking just steps from
the terminal
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B Y RENU SAGGAR

Bette Grise Lighthouse on Lake Superior.

Woodward Dream Cruise.

Entrance to the old Jackson Prison.

Cruising around Michigan
Make some great memories this summer

C

onsidering a Michigan vacation
getaway? The choices are almost
endless. There is so much to see
and do in the state that you can

take your pick, whether it’s the sandy
shores of Lake Michigan, or a casual
weekend festival.
Visitors to Michigan can look forward to
a wide range of new and improved lodging options, dining spots, and activities
this year, including milestone anniversary
celebrations. Stop in Jackson for historic
tours at Michigan’s first state prison, or
see the world’s premier automotive exhibition Driving America, now on display at
The Henry Ford in Dearborn. Experience
the thrill of NASCAR racing at the Pure
Michigan 400 at Michigan International

Speedway on August 19. Other events in
and around Detroit include Detroit River
Days June 22-24, 2012, www.detroitriverdays.com; Target Fireworks- June 25,
2012, www.theparade.org; Stars & Stripes
Festival- July 1-4, 2012, www.funfestinc.
com/new/stars; American Power Boat Association (APBA) Gold Cup- July 13-15,
2012, www.gold-cup.com. Auto buffs
can take in the Concours d’Elegance of
America-July 29, 2012, www.concoursusa.org. The Detroit Jazz Festival runs from
August 31-September 3, 2012, Navy Week
commemorates the bicentennial of the
War of 1812 in Detroit, September 3-10.
Readers can visit their recently relaunched website, specifically the
Things-To-Do page on VisitDetroit.com
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at http://www.visitdetroit.com/thingsto-do-in-detroit.
Detroit’s international border and
walkable riverfront are symbols of this
city’s cosmopolitan place in the world.
Museums showcase artistic genius and
African-American history. Experience
three pro-sports teams, upscale casinos,
theaters, a thriving cultural district and
live entertainment venues.
The Charles H. Wright Museum of
African American History is the world’s
largest institution dedicated to the African American experience! The Wright
Museum provides learning opportunities,
exhibitions, programs and events based
on collections and research that explore
the diverse history and culture of African
Americans and their African origins.
Designed by Detroit architect George
D. Mason, the restored Gem Theatre
boasts lavish, intricate detail and historic
fixtures. The adjoining Century Theatre
seats 200, cabaret-style. Both feature
world-class musical and comedic productions in an intimate, elegant venue.
City Theatre is a 454 seat theatre which
is open for performances six days a week.
Located inside Hockeytown Cafe, the
main bar in the lobby is open for cocktails

wooded trail system, urban bike paths
and the Rouge River all wind their way
through the heart of the city.
Downtown Ferndale celebrates the
urban spirit. Poets, artists working with
every medium under the sun, and musicians showcase their creative talents in
storefront galleries, coffee houses, and
assorted entertainment venues.
The Woodward Dream Cruise is the
world’s largest one-day celebration of
classic car culture that attracts over 1
million visitors, and more than 40,000
muscle cars, street rods, custom, collector
and special interest vehicles. The Dream
Cruise started as a fundraiser for a soccer
field in Ferndale in 1995. In just a few
short years, it has evolved into the world’s
largest one-day automotive event. This
year’s Cruise will be held on Saturday,
August 18, 2012 along a 16-mile stretch
of legendary Woodward Avenue.
The Green Cruise on Saturday August
11, in Downtown Ferndale, celebrates the
many forms of human-powered transit.
Great Lakes Crossing Outlets is Michigan’s largest indoor outlet shopping
center and entertainment venue. Located
at I-75 and Baldwin Road in Auburn Hills,
it features more than 185 shops, restauand food before all and after most shows.
There’s no better time to see everything
that’s new at Greektown Casino-Hotel. Stop
by the new Super Pit table games area to
find all of your favorite table games in
one new and exciting spot. Then, check
out the new video poker lounge, The
Fringe. It’s the best seat in the house for
watching your team while playing your
favorite games.
Nestled amid some of Michigan’s
most affluent suburbs, Birmingham’s
pedestrian-friendly streets are filled with
upscale shopping, dining, culture and a
lively nightlife. Located along Woodward
Avenue, about halfway between Detroit
and Pontiac, this attractive town was
voted one of the nation’s Top 20 Most
Walkable Communities.
Downtown Birmingham is one of the
Midwest’s premiere shopping districts
with nearly 300 retailers. Visitors will find
an incredible array of clothing and gift
stores, salons, spas, antique shops, and
art galleries and a centrally located park
in the city center. Visitors can spend a
summer evening browsing the galleries,
taking in a concert in the park, attending
one of the many festivals, or take a Sunday
morning stroll at the Farmers Market. A
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rants and entertainment options, more
than 50 of which you will find nowhere
else in the state. There are manufacturer
outlets, unique themed restaurants, a
1,000-seat food court and a 25-screen,
state-of-the-art theater megaplex, featuring Michigan’s largest IMAX theater, all
situated in a single-level, easily accessible
racetrack design. The Visitor Savings Pass
gives you deeper discounts at over 100
stores and restaurants in Great Lakes
Crossing Outlets. Visit Guest Services
located at entry 6.
Ypsilanti is a progressive city with a
great vibe and a fertile local arts scene.
The recipient of a Michigan Cool Cities
Award, locals generally refer to their town
as “Ypsi”. The downtown area consists
of two different districts “Downtown”
and “Depot Town” located only a few
minutes apart.
Bridging the short distance between
them you will find stunning examples
of Ypsilanti’s 19th century prosperity in
the rows of Victorian-era mansions that
overlook Riverside Park. The mansions are
now witness to the multitude of music,
art and sporting events hosted each year
including the Michigan ElvisFest July 1314, 2012. Hear the most award-winning

professional Elvis tribute artists in North
America.
The Thunder Over Michigan Air Show
(August 4 – 5) will host the largest gathering of B-17s in the world. Meet legendary
WWII veterans who flew and maintained
them. See the U.S. Navy’s top fighter and
attack aircraft, the F/A-18F SuperHornet.
Events take place at the Yankee Air Museum/Willow Run Airport in Ypsilanti.
Ever wonder what it would have been
like to walk the decks of the Titanic? The
Henry Ford Museum is giving visitors a
chance to walk through room replicas
and visit a re-creation of the ship’s Grand
Staircase as part of Titanic: The Artifact
Exhibition, running March 31 – September
30, 2012.
In addition to the replicas, the
10,000-square-foot exhibit features more
than 300 artifacts and specific information about Titanic passengers with ties to
Michigan. The exhibit observes the 100th
anniversary of the sinking of the Titanic.
Whether it’s cooking the perfect steak,
arranging a scavenger hunt for a group of
sixth graders, it’s all in a day’s work for
the Best Western Greenfield Inn. The shell
pink property surrounds guests with its
distinctive Victorian architecture and

summer events
in birmingham

BIRMINGHAM FARMERS MARKET

DAY ON THE TOWN

Sundays thru October 28 • 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Parking Lot #6, North Old Woodward

Saturday, July 28 • 9 a.m. – 9 p.m. (Kids Bike Parade 8:30 a.m.)
12-hour outdoor sale draws thousands for a full day of shopping
and free live entertainment. Your children will love kicking off
the event with a Kids Bike Parade at 8:30 a.m.!

(east side of North Old Woodward, north of Harmon Street)

Our lively outdoor market features local fresh produce,
a beautiful variety of flowers, delicious prepared foods,
live entertainment, children’s craft activities & more!
Visit www.birminghamfarmersmarket.org.

BIRMINGHAM CRUISE EVENT

August 18, 9 a.m. – 7 p.m. • Downtown Birmingham
View hundreds of classic cars on display along Old Woodward from
Brown Street to Lincoln during the world’s largest one-day
automotive event. Visit www.birminghamcruiseevent.com.

MOVIE NIGHTS IN BIRMINGHAM

Fridays, 7:30 p.m., Movie begins at dusk • Booth Park
June 22: Kung Fu Panda 2
July 20: The Muppets • August 10: Cars 2
Relax in Booth Park during this popular family summertime event.
Grab a blanket and snack before heading out to enjoy
a movie under the stars!

FASHION'S NIGHT OUT

Thursday, September 6 • 6 – 9 p.m.
Dozens of boutiques, salons and stores join the world-wide celebration
with a night of fabulous fashion, events, live models & more!

Spring, summer, winter and fall. Morning, noon and night. There’s always something to enjoy in Birmingham.
Come experience a city with the hottest boutiques, restaurants, movie theaters, parks and more. To learn about
the possibilities, visit EnjoyBirmingham.com or call 248.530.1200. First two hours free in the city parking decks.
Check out our facebook page: Enjoy Birmingham NOW
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Cruise Michigan

well-appointed guest rooms and suites
with 37-inch flat-screen TVs, with Direct
TV, complimentary wireless Internet, and
RUSK bath amenities. Rejuvenate your
body and mind in the whirlpool and fitness center with on site dry sauna.
Indulge your palate at TRIA, The
Henry’s authentic American Brasserie
serving inspiring American cuisine. The
restaurant features the Artisan Bench,
where chefs hold food demonstrations
and conduct tastings nightly between 6
and 8 p.m. There’s an extensive wine list
available by the glass and more than 60
beers, on tap including, Henry Amber Ale,
The Henry’s own private label.
The shores of Lake Huron are home to a
collection of communities that are boastful about the color blue. One hundred and
forty miles of shoreline unites the quaint
towns of Algonac, Clay, Marine City, St.
Clair, Port Huron, Lexington, Port Sanilac,
Harbor Beach and Port Austin.
Perched on the edges of Lake Huron
and St. Clair River, the waterways display incredible hues of cobalt, turquoise
and sparkling sapphire. Green parks,
boardwalks and wide beaches border the
tranquil shorelines.
Port Huron is known as the “Maritime

old world charm. Located in Allen Park,
directly off Interstate 94 at Exit 206, Oakwood Boulevard, it’s just minutes from the
Henry Ford Museum, Greenfield Village,
and Ford Rouge Factory Tour. They are just
9 miles from Detroit’s Metro Airport and
only 15 minutes from downtown Detroit
and Windsor.
Amenities include free high speed
Internet access, cable TV, with over 60
channels and a fitness center that helps
you stay in shape. An indoor swimming
pool, will take the edge off any day.
The Henry Hotel is ideally located
in Dearborn, adjacent to the Fairlane
Town Center, near downtown Detroit
and the Henry Ford Museum. Now part
of Marriott’s new Autograph portfolio
of hotels, The Henry recently received
the coveted “Hotel of the Year” award
for Marriott International’s Autograph
Collection brand. The Henry of course,
honors automotive pioneer Henry Ford,
and they offer a variety of special packages with the Henry Ford Museum and
Greenfield Village.
The AAA Four Diamond hotel features

BE INSPIRED

The Village at Grand Traverse
Commons has something for
everyone, any time of year
Shop

Locally- owned stores with handcrafted jewelry, fresh flowers, fine art
& artful gifts, beauty products, plus
designer & specialty apparel.

Taste

Some of the best foodie stops in the
region: fine dining, artisan foods, baked
goods, gourmet coffees, sweets & ice
cream, & award-winning local wines.

Historic Buildings

Explore
Local wines

Capital of the Great Lakes.” Visitors can
explore the only existing lightship on the
Great Lakes, or tour the Coast Guard Cutter “Bramble.” The Great Lakes Maritime
Center will give you insight on the great
lake and ocean going freighters navigating one of the busiest waterways in the
world. The Thomas Edison Depot Museum
depicts the great inventor’s life when he
lived in Port Huron.
The Blue Water Fest July 12-15, builds
on the incredible tradition of the Bayview
Port Huron to Mackinac Sailboat Race,
which features a spectacular array of sailboats lining the Black and St. Clair River
in Port Huron. Musical entertainment,
art fair, fireworks and more surround this
fabulous three-day celebration!
Watch the explosive action as thundering powerboats charge down the St. Clair
River July 27-29 for the Classic Offshore
Powerboat Race. Powerboats will race in
different classes as part of the Great Lakes
Silver Cup Series and the Offshore Super
Series. The City of St. Clair is transformed
for this annual summer event with hospitality tents, family friendly activities,
music and live entertainment will line the
river to add in to the excitement.
The Thumbfest Music Festival August 1, is

Historic buildings, beautiful parks &
hiking trails, quiet creeks, expansive
lawns, and cool condos to call home!

Places to meet & eat

Art & Jewelry

WEST GRAND
TRAVERSE BAY

31

SILVER

Historic
Barns

FRANKE

Specialty Shops

W 11th

EVIEW

Public Park
Hiking Trails

Great
Wolf Lodge

Public Park

LK
ER
ILV
WS
Meijer 31

37

DIVISION

COTTAG

ELMWOOD

Munson Medical
Center

W FRONT

DOWNTOWN

W 7th
W 8th

1200 W. Eleventh St. at Cottageview Drive,
2 blocks West of Division/ US31. Just over one mile
from the Bay and Downtown Traverse City, Michigan!
thevillagetc.com · The Minervini Group: 231-941-1900

W 14th

Tom’s

37
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Find your True North

From breathtaking vistas to award-winning cuisine and amazing wine trails,
Traverse City is your True North destination.

wineries & tasting rooms| charming port towns | eclectic boutiques
sugar-sand beaches | championship golf | four-season outdoor recreation
art galleries | historic inns | resorts & spas | cozy lodging

TraverseCity.com | 800-TRAVERSE (872-8377) | facebook.com/VisitTraverseCity
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True North

Cruise Michigan
a free, all-day music festival for the entire
family with music stages spread throughout downtown Lexington. Thumbfest
spotlights acoustic music from traditions
as diverse as New Orleans brass to Celtic,
PanWorld to blues, Eastern European to
Americana. There are multiple stages,
workshops, jam sites, dance hall, song
circles, children’s stage area, crafts and
a Hootenanny at the end of the night.
From museums featuring local art
and history, to the natural settings that
abound in the area, Jackson County has
something for everyone. Michigan’s First
State Prison, once the world’s largest
walled prison, is now Armory Arts Village,
a resident artists’ community, that is still
surrounded by a 25-foot stone and granite
wall with guard turrets. Tours begin at
the prison which operated from 1838
until 1934 and then visitors are bussed
over to 7-Block, a fully intact cellblock
on the grounds of the operating Jackson
State Correctional Facilities.
Cascade Falls is one of Jackson’s most
unique and spectacular attractions. This
man-made waterfall thrills visitors from

across the globe with six immense fountains, three reflecting pools and 16 falls,
11 of which are illuminated.
The Southeast Michigan Pioneer Wine
Trail region features six wineries including Sandhill Crane Vineyards, Chateau
Aeronautique Winery, and Lone Oak
Vineyard Estate, Southeast Michigan’s
oldest and largest commercial vineyard.
More than 50 Boone and Crockett world
record buck racks are on display at the
Michigan Whitetail Hall of Fame Museum,
along with Michigan’s record holder. Visitors can see and feed the live deer seven
days a week, year round.
The Michigan Shakespeare Festival in
July and August, is the premier regional
event for those who revel in the elaborate
language and bawdy humor of the Great
Bard. This festival draws respected actors
from across the nation to the Baughman
Theater in the George E. Potter Center at
Jackson Community College.
What does little Traverse City have in
common with Barcelona, Scotland’s Argyll region, and Bolivia’s Isla del Sol. It’s
just been named to National Geographic’s
list of the Top 10 Summer Trips for 2012 ,
along with such well-known destinations
as Baltimore, St. Petersburg (the Russian
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one), Pawley’s Island in South Carolina,
the Spencer Glacier in Alaska, and California’s Channel Islands.
Nestled at the head of beautiful Grand
Traverse Bay is a welcoming four-season
destination that combines breathtaking
natural attractions with a rich blend of
adventure and relaxation. Known for its
180 miles of sugar-sand Lake Michigan
shoreline and an abundance of inland
lakes, beaches, bays and dunes, AOL
Travel News named Traverse City one of
America’s Top 10 Beach Towns. It’s also
home to award-winning wineries and
championship golf courses. The trail
network in and around Traverse City is
just about the best you can get for in-line
skating, hiking and biking.
The Village at Grand Traverse Commons,
is one of the largest, historic preservation
and redevelopments in the country. The
Village is a unique renovation of dozens
of historic buildings formerly known as
the Traverse City State Hospital, and previously, the Northern Michigan Asylum.
The auspicious location of this 63-acre
site, underscores the unparalleled beauty
of magnificent, century-old VictorianItalianate architecture. The pedestrian
friendly walkways and expansive lawns,

surrounded by a historic arboretum, are
perfect for a relaxing stroll or picnic.
Hiking and biking trails run along
Kid’s Creek and through the 480 acres
of preserved parkland. The Mercato, is
an expansive indoor marketplace in the
Garden Level of Building 50, housing a
vast array of eclectic shops, unique eateries, and professional services.
The National Cherry Festival, July 7-14,
is an eight-day party featuring over 150
family activities, air shows, fireworks,
parades, nightly outdoor concerts and
lots of chances to taste delicious cherry
products. Now in its 86th year, the Cherry
Festival is Traverse City’s signature event,
drawing as many as 500,000 visitors from
around the country.
The Traverse City Convention &
Visitors Bureau is also making it much
more affordable by introducing a new
“True Summer” Special. The True Summer Special runs from June 1 to Aug. 30,
and combines special rates on lodging
with a generous assortment of great discounts and money-saving offers. What’s
included? Well, everything from dining,
golf, movies, gaming and spa services, to
bicycle, jet ski, canoe and kayak rentals,
wine purchases and tall ship sailings.

For more details, and for a list of participating hotels and resorts, go to www.
traversecity.com. Point your compass to
True North, and follow it to beautiful,
affordable Traverse City.
Petoskey is located on the shores of Lake
Michigan’s beautiful Little Traverse Bay in
northwest lower Michigan. Besides a resort
area, Petoskey is known for its fresh air,
spectacular beauty and, of course, Michigan’s state stone, the Petoskey Stone. Made
of fossilized coral they can be found along
the shore of Lake Michigan each spring.
History buffs will love the historic architecture of Petoskey and its neighbor, the
Bay View Association — an area so unique
that the entire community has been
declared a National Historic Landmark.
Little Traverse History Museum, includes
exhibits that feature Ernest Hemingway’s
life in Michigan.
Marquette County on the south shore
of Lake Superior, is located in the northcentral region of Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. The area is known for its friendly
people, unrivaled scenic beauty and rich
heritage. Natural attractions include
plunging waterfalls, lighthouses, hiking
trails, Sugar Loaf Mountain, and Little
Presque Isle State Recreation Area.

The Marquette Maritime Museum is located in the Old City Waterworks building, a one story, stone structure built in
the Richardsonian Romanesque style. The
museum preserves the preeminent collection of lighthouse lenses anywhere in the
Great Lakes, including the first, fourth
order Fresnel installed in the Marquette
Light in 1866.
Little Presque Isle, about 6 miles north
of town, is often called the crown jewel
of Lake Superior, with its beautiful sand
beaches, rugged shoreline cliffs, heavily
timbered forests, and unmatched public
views. The wooded dunes are covered
with hemlock, red pine, white pine, and
balsam, with sandstone cliffs that reach
nearly 60 feet high. More than a mile
of exposed bedrock along the shore is
thought to be 2.3-billion years old.
This summer, Marquette, and Superior
A’s Model A Chapter will host the MAFCA
National Convention June 18-22. It features the 20 Millionth Ford, a Model A
driven off the assembly line in 1931, by
Henry Ford and recently discovered in a
local service staion.
Regional history, historic automobiles
and hands-on science are all on display at
the Sloan*Longway, just down the freeway
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Waterfront dining
Shopping
Laughter & fun

www.BlueWater.org

Clay l Algonac l Marine City l St. Clair l Port Huron l Lexington l Port Sanilac l Harbor Beach l Port Austin
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Cruise Michigan
in Flint. The museum’s Buick Automotive
Gallery and Research Center features over
25 classic and concept Buicks and Chevrolets, while the Longway Planetarium is
Michigan’s largest planetarium.
This summer discover American Muscle
Cars, and the stories that shaped them.
The May 26-September 16, exhibit at
Sloan Museum, will feature 10 rare classics, from a 1964 Pontiac GTO to a 1987
Buick GNX. Since they stormed on the
scene in the mid-sixties, these highpowered behemoths changed the face of
the automotive industry forever.
The engineering technologies and marketing techniques developed during their
heyday still influence manufacturing
today. Learn the stories that shaped each
one of these American icons. Follow the
inception and evolution of the modern
phenomenon known as the Muscle Car.
Sault Ste. Marie Michigan shares the
name of their town with their Canadian
neighbours across the St. Marys River,
which connects Lake Superior to Lake
Huron. Pass through the gates of Soo Locks
Park and come face to face with 155 years

of maritime history. The two active Locks,
handle an average of 10,000 vessel passages per year, which means visitors are
almost certain to get a glimpse of one of
the many ships that ply the Great Lakes.
Soaring 210 feet above Sault Ste. Marie
and the Soo Locks, the Tower of History has
spectacular views of the world’s busiest
inland shipping channel and the Museum
Ship Valley Camp. The 550 foot-long retired ore carrier features displays that will
educate and entertain the entire family.
Experience the Soo Locks firsthand
aboard Soo Locks Tours. Take a two-hour
narrated harbor tour and “lock through”
the American and Canadian Locks. Ride
alongside the immense freighters and
many more waterfront attractions in
Michigan, and Ontario.
The Great Lakes Shipwreck Museum
is dedicated to the perils of maritime
transport on the Great Lakes. It is fittingly
located at Whitefish Point, site of the oldest
active lighthouse on Lake Superior, and
just 17-miles from where the Edmund
Fitzgerald was lost with her crew of 29
men in 1975. The story was immortalized
by Gordon Lightfoot in his 1976 ballad,
“The Wreck of the Edmund Fitzgerald.”
Tall ships sails into town for the Sault

Ships & Sailabration in Sault Ste. Marie
August 3-5.
Wherever you are in Michigan’s Upper
Peninsula you’re never far from a Kewadin Casino. Locations include Sault Ste.
Marie, St. Ignace, Manistique, Christmas,
and Hessel. Kewadin offers a variety of
on-site amenities, entertainment venues,
dining options, convention facilities, and
exciting Las Vegas style gaming action,
including more than 2000 slots, and your
favorite table games, including Poker,
Keno, Craps, Blackjack, and Roulette.
In Sault Ste. Marie, an on site 318-room
hotel includes an indoor pool, spa and
fitness center. Valet parking, free parking,
a hotel shuttle, and the 260 seat Dream
Catchers Restaurant are just a few of the
amenities. Dream Catchers offers a full
menu along with a salad bar and buffet.
On Friday and Saturday nights, enjoy the
Land and Seafood Buffet, which features
fresh crab legs and prime rib.
The 1,500-seat DreamMaker’s Theatre
hosts some of the biggest acts in the industry, including Creedence Clearwater
Revisited, July 12 , country legend Dwight
Yoakam, who takes the stage on July 20,
while Michigan native Lilly Tomlin will
be performing on September 21.

You Can Only See Them At

May 26 - September 16, 2012
The cars that defined
“American Horsepower”
and the stories behind
them are here in
one exciting exhibit!
Mustangs, GNXs,
Cyclones, Superbirds
and many more!
Visit SloanLongway.org for

$2 OFF Admission!
Made Possible By:

1221 E. Kearsley St. • Flint, MI • 810.237.3450 • SloanLongway.org
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You’re in Kewadin Country.

The U.P. = Kewadin Country. Kewadin’s five
unique properties are located all throughout
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, each offering thrilling
gaming action coupled with the friendliness and
easy-going vibe of the region. Whether you’re in
the mood for some thrilling gaming action, tastes
of the region, or just a friendly place to relax with
friends, you’ll find it all in Kewadin Country. Do
yourself a favor and make tracks for Kewadin
Casinos. You won’t be disappointed.

1-800-KEWADIN | www.kewadin.com |
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The Michigan Challenge Balloonfest.

Livingston County

Heaven & Hell in Southeastern Michigan

M

ichigan’s Livingston County
is an eclectic blend of communities set among lush
farmlands, winding roads,
and gently rolling hills crowned by a
graceful canopy of trees. Founded in 1841,
Hell is a highlight of any visit to the area.
While in Hell, you can mail a scorched
postcard from the Official United States
Post Office. Oddly enough Hell, Michigan
is a family friendly destination a great
place for anyone that enjoys biking,
hiking, canoeing. On a cold day in Hell
you can... well, you fill in the blank; it’s
a punster’s paradise.
The Heavenly Scent Herb Farm in nearby
Fenton, is housed in a 1910 barn painted
to resemble three European storefronts.
The shop offers a variety of home decor
items, candles, cement statuary, body
care products, culinary spices and much
more. You will be surrounded with bright
beautiful colors and stunning fragrances
as you stroll through various themed
gardens. Grow your own memories by
selecting from the many specialty herbs,
perennials, scented geraniums, topiaries
and trellising plants in the greenhouse.
The city of Howell’s historic downtown
is officially designated a National Historic
District. A variety of shops feature a wonderful assortment of goods, including,
clothing, antiques, and specialty items.

Howell’s Main Street Winery is located
at the corner of Grand River and Walnut
Street. This is a boutique winery with a
twist. In addition to selling their own
signature and seasonal wines, customers can become part of the wine making
process by bottling their own wines. They
also have a beautiful tasting room and
retail store with delicious appetizers to
enhance your wine tasting experience.
Pur-Sé is a fun store where everyone can
find something they “have to have!” They
carry the wildly-popular Miche handbags
with changeable shells that are magnetic
so you can change the look of your purse
without emptying its contents. They also
feature a great selection of dog breed and
designer-inspired purses, along with some
unique jewelry, including Trollbeads,
Chamilia & Chelsea Taylor brands.
Le Boutique is a resale shop unlike
any other with a charm and character
that goes far beyond the ordinary verities of just having nice clothes. Granite
countertops, vintage chandeliers, and a
gorgeous mural of the French countryside
will make you feel like you’re in a trendy
European boutique.
Browse a huge selection of nearly new
designer fashions and accessories from
Chanel, Marc Jacobs, Manolo Blahnik,
Burberry, Fendi, Hermes and more. It’s
chic, eco-friendly, and you’ll save a
20 - CROSSINGS

bundle of green.
Tanger Outlet Center is a bargain hunter’s
paradise. Located at 1475 N Burkhart
Road, just off I-96, this popular outlet
center draws more visitors to Livingston
County than any other attraction. Here
over 75 stores offer name brand merchandise at up to 70% off retail price. Retailers
include a Polo Ralph Lauren Factory Store,
Coach Factory, Aeropostale, Jockey and
Nike Factory Outlet. Stop for a meal at Oscar Mayer Hot Dog, Sbarro Italian Eatery,
or Mainstreet Deli. Ask about vouchers
for discount coupon books containing
hundreds of dollars in savings. Tanger’s
4th of July Sidewalk Sales with run from
July 4th-8th.
The nearby Livingston Antique Outlet is
an antique lover’s paradise with 180 dealers, offering primitives, books, furniture,
pottery and many other treasures housed
under one roof.
Looking for a good place to eat?
Diamonds Steak & Seafood Restaurant in
Howell, was recently nominated as the
best steakhouse in metro Detroit. This
cozy family-owned gem offers fine dining
at down to earth prices and is famous for
their Filet Mignon Tips and Sweet Potato
Fries, and justifiably so. Service and food
are wonderful and nothing tops their carrot cake served warm with cream cheese
icing for dessert.
The Michigan Challenge Balloonfest is
an annual hot air balloon festival held
in Howell, June 22-24. Hot air balloon
highlights include fireworks, morning
balloon fly-ins and evening balloon
launches, fireworks, sky-diving, and a
Balloon Glow on Saturday night. The
festival also features an arts festival, and
live entertainment.
Brighton is located about 15 miles
from Ann Arbor. Take a stroll on the
Tridge and half-mile boardwalk along
downtown Brighton’s Mill Pond. The
Brighton Recreation Area offers nearly 5,000
acres of woods, meadows and lakes and
Mt. Brighton Ski Area was voted the best
snowboarding area in Michigan.
Brighton’s Island Lake Recreation Area
offers “up north” experience in southeastern Michigan with two beaches and more
than 18 miles of hiking and biking trails.
Downtown is home to some interesting retailers and eateries. Stillwater Grill
is a steak and seafood restaurant with
locations in Brighton, and Okemos, a
suburb of Lansing. Voted Brighton’s Best
Restaurant for 13 years straight, they serve
only the finest Western USDA Choice and

center cut beef, premium white shrimp
and Idaho potatoes. All sauces and salad
dressings are made right on premises.
Experience the richness of Asian cuisine
at Brighton’s Pi’s Asian Cuisine. Enter a
gateway to Eastern magic, taste Vietnamese appetizers, Thai treasures, tempting
Chinese, Korean comfort foods, hearty
Japanese teppanyaki and the wonders of
sushi within their “Great Walls.”
The area offers ample lodging selections
to fit every budget. Brighton’s Homewood
Suites by Hilton features spacious studio,
one- and/or two-bedroom suites feature
separate living and sleeping areas. You will
find enough space for work, study or entertaining, plus all the comforts of home,
including a fully-equipped kitchen, with
full-size refrigerator, microwave, coffee
maker, two-burner stove and dishwasher.
Amenities include complimentary high
speed wireless, Internet access and the
Suite Start® hot breakfast seven days
a week. Take a dip in the pool, or get
pumped up in the fitness center.
Kensington Metropark in Milford, is
home to Splash ‘n’ Blast with two 250-foot
waterslides. Cool off in the water spray
area with water cannons, palm trees and
giant coiled serpents.

this is where
become lifelong memories

The beauty, charm and relaxed pace
of our resort towns bring you a vacation
dreams are made of.

PetoskeyArea.com
800.845.2828
Free Vacation Guide
Petoskey

u

Harbor Springs

u

Boyne City

Shop Frolic Explore Enjoy!
BCV 3351 Crossings Canada Ad.indd 1

Tanger Outlet Center
and Livingston
Antique Outlet

at over 20 family-friendly
venues or at our lakeside
Splash-N-Blast

Request a free visitors guide
online or by phone.

4/27/12 10:01:07 AM

50,000 acres of parks
and our many fantastic
annual festivals

more than 20 autumn
attractions like cider mills
and haunted venues

800.686.8474 lccvb.org 517.548.1795

Find affordable hotel packages in southeast Michigan at lccvb.org
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• Only three miles to Henry Ford Museum®,
Greenfield Village®, IMAX® Theatre.
• The Henry Ford package includes deluxe
accommodations, breakfast buffet and
tickets to two History Attractions.
• Centrally located to area shopping centers
and adjacent to Fairlane Town Center Mall.
VIP Guest Discount Cards available.
• New guestrooms feature free high speed
wireless internet access.
• Indoor pool and whirlpool, fitness center,
massages upon appointment.
• Guestrooms offer 36” flat screen TVs with
DirecTV, marble bathrooms, RUSK® bath
amenities.
• Earn Marriott Rewards with each stay.

FAIRLANE PLAZA, 300 TOWN CENTER DRIVE
DEARBORN, MICHIGAN
BEHENRY.COM | 313 441 2000

For reservations, call 888 709 8081

THE ART OF HOSPITALITY
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Just 5 Hours From The Border Is A Weekend
Getaway That Feels Oh-So-Far-Away!
ENJOY MORE! scenic rides. From the seat of a motorcycle or the
seat of a bicycle you’ll find once-in-a-lifetime experiences that
include antiquing, historical sites and Appalachian arts.
TASTE MORE! local wines. Tours and samples are a not-to-bemissed treat at the Forks-of-Cheat Winery.
PLAY MORE! golf on one of seven 18-hole scenic courses.
SAVOR MORE! cuisine. Whether it’s a romantic rendezvous
or alfresco by the water’s edge, our university city serves up a
dynamic nightlife and tastes from around the world.
Visit our website for a complete listing of fairs, festivals and
events or contact us for assistance in planning your vacation
and our Canadian discount booklet!

FOLLOW US ON

facebook.com/MOREgantown

www.tourmorgantown.com/Crossings | 800.458.7373
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Performer at the entrance to Floriade 2012.

A real Dutch Treat

M

illions of flowers, thousands
of plants, wine tastings,
cultural shows, and regional
culinary delights. Floriade
is the Netherlands’ once every decade
showcase of the world’s most exquisite
and exotic flora. Dozens of countries participate in this extravaganza of nature and
global spectacle of food, culture, theater,
music and dance.
Floriade 2012 will be running until midOctober, in the Dutch city of Venlo amid
Holland’s celebrated flower fields, gabled
houses and scenic canals. The Horticultural
Pavilion, is where Dutch horticulturalists
will provide a stunning welcome under
a golden dome. Choose from a selection
of delicious, fresh produce in the glass A
Taste of Life pavilion, as it passes by on a
conveyor belt.

The Floriade Park covers 163 acres and
encompasses five unique worlds: themed
zones connected by wooded areas. Worlds
where you will see, smell, and feel the
constantly evolving pageantry of nature.
Each world has its own decor, program
and activities. The best way to appreciate
the full scope of this natural masterpiece
is by soaring over the entire park, on the
longest and highest cable car system in
the Netherlands, which will traverse the
entire park in just 5 minutes.
At the World Stage Show you’ll see
intimate glimpses of other cultures and
immerse yourself in a colorful melting
pot of art, culture and entertainment.
Sample foods from all over the world
along Floriade Boulevard, which unwinds
along a serene water garden. On Theatre
Hill enjoy international entertainment
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in the spectacular amphitheatre. The
magnificent Rose Garden, a park that is
always in full bloom, is where you can
relax among the beautifully scented roses
in a spectacle of vivid reds, pinks, greens
and yellows.
Experience how flowers, plants, trees,
impact your daily life in the Environment.
Walk along the imposing avenue of trees
that lead you to the central square or wander through gardens designed by famous
landscape architects and creative artists.
In the Living Pavilion, you’ll travel to the
garden of the future. You’re indoors but
you’ll feel like you’re outside in the open
air and the garden is just like another
room in the house.
Relax & Heal lets you taste, smell, feel,
hear and see how nature influences your
health, your wellbeing and your mood.
This world puts you in perfect balance
with nature in a tranquil Oriental setting.
Healing herbs, tea rituals, a barefoot path
and a spa-like ambience gives every visitor
a special experience.
Plant lovers will also want to take in
Holland’s extraordinary castles and meticulously planted gardens. Fortunately,
many of these castles are set around the
immaculate villages and towns in the verdant provinces of Noord Holland, Utrecht
and Gelderland, an easy afternoon’s drive
from Amsterdam.
The nearest is Muiderslot, a moated
castle on the River Vecht, only 15 km
southeast at Muiden. Originally built in
1280 for Count Floris V, the grounds offer a panoramic view of Muiden harbour,
which separates the fertile polders from
colorful sailing ships plying the narrows.
Muiderslot’s garden is stocked with
over 400 varieties of historic period herbs.
This Dutch baroque garden was recreated
from old etchings and most period plant
varieties date from around 1750.
The extraordinary pergola provides
a shady place to walk under the vinecovered harbour trellis work. Here, court
ladies could stroll without fear of the
sunshine’s effect on their fair skin.
At Castle Sypesteyn in Loosedrecht,
you’ll find brides blooming among the
rhododendron, lilac, wisteria and azalea,
while wedding photographers struggle to
keep all the extraneous brides from their
viewfinders. But the garden here is amazing; a very clipped formal garden with
short boxwood hedges, radiating from
beautifully shaped topiary. The seemingly
tireless gardeners use only hand tools to
prune and shape these shrubs into birds,

pyramids, rectangles and other fanciful
objects. Beyond the enclosed garden,
stately trees look down at their reflection
in the surrounding river. Peering through
a nearby arbor into this greenest of green
spaces gives you the impression of looking
into an enchanted forest.
The De Hoge Veluwe National Park, which
was formerly a private estate, occupies
5,500 hectares in the scenic Apeldoorn
region. The Kroller-Muller Museum located
in the former owner’s mansion, houses
many paintings by Van Gogh, as well as
other late 19th and 20th century works
of art. The museum’s nearby Sculpture
Park is the largest in Europe and displays
works by Rodin, Moore, Oldenburg and
the ubiquitous Christo.
The word “tulip” comes from the
Turkish word for turban. Bulbs brought
to Vienna from Istanbul in the 1500s
started a craze for tulips in the Netherlands. By 1634, tulipmania had become
so intense that a single bulb would sell
for the equivalent of $1,800. Predictably,
the boom went bust after a few years.
Before it did prosperous Dutch merchants erected their tall, narrow mansions
during Holland’s Golden Age, in the 17th
century. It’s also the consummate walker’s

city where pedestrians and bicycles still
take precedence over automobiles. The
Dutch simply say the city is “gezelligheid.” Cozy is a close approximation
but there is no real English equivalent.
There are probably more museums per
square mile in Amsterdam than any other
city on earth. At last count there were
over fifty, including the Rijksmuseum,
home of Rembrandts’s celebrated Night
Watch and the nearby Stedelijk Museum
of Modern Art.
The Anne Frank House is a museum with
a story to tell. During the Nazi occupation,
Anne Frank, her family and four others
went into hiding in the “Achterhuis,”
a former office building. The Diary of
Anne Frank was written there between
1942 and 1944.
The Van Gogh Museum, houses the
world’s largest collection of works by the
tortured Dutch artist. You can follow the
chronological progression of his remarkable genius, from dark peasant scenes
to the sweeping brush strokes and bold
palette of his work at Arles.
Amsterdam is filled with bustling street
markets, designer boutiques, department
stores and many one of a kind shops
like the one that sells hand-painted

telephones. In general, Dutch shops tend
to be much more a personal reflection of
the owner’s own interests. Instead of just
picking something from a huge selection
of goods, customers will often defer to
the proprietor’s good taste. This can be
good thing as in the case of Van Rossum
& Co., an antique dealer who specializes
in museum quality art and antiquities. It
can also be carried to extremes, as in the
music store whose inventory is limited
to Nana Mouskuri albums.
The famed Brown Cafés are where
Amsterdammers go to relax over a glass
of genever, (Dutch gin) which is usually
ordered with a beer chaser. The term
comes from the walls and ceilings, which
have darkened from centuries of age and
tobacco smoke.
In Amsterdam, the term café covers a
broad range of establishments. On one
hand, there are the “poky” bars where you
can knock back a few beers; on the other
are the larger Grand Cafés and designer
bars. In between are the “eetcafés” or
eat-cafés where you enjoy an inexpensive
meal. Tea rooms serve tea and coffee, but
coffee shops are better known for dispensing marijuana or hashish, all perfectly
legal in this freewheeling city.

Painted cow at Floriade 2012.

25 - CROSSINGS

Riverfront Fireworks.
B Y RENU SAGGAR

Odette Sculpture Gardens & Ambassador Bridge.

entertainment, Buskers on the Midway, the Windsor River
Front Fireworks Party and the Target International Fireworks
Display on June 25. One of the largest in North America, this
annual spectacle draws more than 1,000,000 spectators to
the Windsor and Detroit Riverfronts. Then there’s the huge
Canada Day Celebration on July 1, complete with 5000 pieces
of Canada Day Cake.
Bluesfest International with venues in both Windsor & London,
Ontario is North America’s 9th largest blues festival. Located
on the banks of the Detroit River in Windsor, and in the heart
of downtown London, both July 13-15 events feature top blues
musicians from around the world, plus great food, great drinks
and great times.
For one week only, diners and food lovers can celebrate
Windsor and Essex County’s local dining scene during Eat Your
City, a unique culinary event. Visit any participating restaurant
between August 6-12 and indulge in 3-course meals for lunch
or dinner at great values across the county. Each restaurant will
offer a unique Eat Your City menu and highlight the diverse
and exceptional local dining in the region.
Whether you’re looking for trendsetting fashions, or a new
bauble to wear around your neck or finger, Windsor has your
shopping Mojo covered like no place else. Dozens of boutiques,
galleries and bistros are ready to cater to your passion for fashion, cool drinks, and fine dining. It’s big city style, with down
home prices and small town service.
WINDSOR CROSSING
Windsor Crossing is one of the most exciting retail developments in Southwestern Ontario. Their collection of premium
brand names are specifically tailored to designer fashion, athletic
apparel, shoes and home accessories, among others. With over
40 stores to choose from, Windsor Crossing has something for
everyone. Experience the thrill of the hunt, then relax with
specialty beverages and meal at Caffé Mondo.

It’s summer in the city in Windsor

P

eople flock to Windsor for its arts, culture and heritage
attractions and a variety of outdoor experiences. Learn
about Prohibition history at the Canadian Club Brand
Centre, visit historic Mackenzie Hall in Olde Sandwich
Towne, or examine the region’s rich history as the birthplace
of Canada’s automotive industry.
The city’s ethnic diversity is reflected in a wide range of dining options. Enjoy authentic cuisines from Italian and Middle
Eastern, to Indian and Asian and there’s no better way to taste
a dish than at one of our many community events and festivals.
Over the weekends of June 15-17 and 22-24, 2012, ethnocultural groups open their cultural centres in celebration of their
country at the Carrousel of the Nations. Visitors can delight in the
tastes, sounds and traditions of these cultures as they present
the greatest music, dance, history, art, and especially the food
of their country. One warning – once you start indulging in
Polish pierogis, German sausages, Italian pasta, and Romanian
pastries – it will be difficult to stop!
Summer Fest is the quintessential Windsor summer party
and all of the fun takes place along the picturesque riverfront.
Events run from June 15 to July 1st and include the World’s
Finest Shows Midway, the International Tug Boat Race, live

Windsor Crossing offers elite brands like Coach, Hugo Boss
Outlet and Aéropostal at savings of up to 60% off. Fashionable
footwear fans will find plenty to like at the Reebok/Rockport
Outlet, Nine West Shoe Studio, or Tootsies Factory Shoe Market.
Windsor Crossing is proud to be home to the first public electric
(EV) car charging station in the Windsor region!
FRANCO ANGILERI DESIGNS LTD
Franco Angileri Designs in the heart of Windsor’s Little Italy,
is a unique and one of a kind boutique featuring exceptionally
beautiful designer clothing from around the world. Located at
814 Erie St. East in Windsor, Angileri offers dozens of contemporary designs for both men and women, from casual daywear
to exclusive evening wear, and one of the finest selections of
coats and jackets.
“I’ve always had a love of clothing. It was a way for me to
express my artistic creativity,” says fashion designer extraordinaire Franco Angileri. An A-list of pro athletes, and celebrities
wear his clothes, and he’s also costumed professional ballroom
dancers and entertainers. The Detroit Free Press heralded him
as “The Area’s Best Kept Secret.”
Angileri is also proud to feature Sarah Pacini from Italy. Caty
Lesco from France, Ronen Chen from Israel, Alberto Makali

26 - CROSSINGS

The

road to freedom
doesn’t have to be straight, narrow and boring.

Here’s to twisting, scenic and challenging.

Shaped by nature and sculpted by glaciers,
Ontario’s Southwest is a vast region of rolling highways and scenic
back roads that offer riding enthusiasts a bit of heaven on earth.
Feel the cool breeze and warm hospitality as you hug the
Lake Erie shore through the quaint port towns of Dover,
Rowan, Stanley, and Burwell. Pop into Rocky’s, our landmark
Harley/Buell dealer renowned for “Delivering the Dream”
and annoying the neighbours for well over 50 years.
Experience our legendary H.O.G.® Rally or ride
the glorious Grand River and Tecumseh 1812
routes and share your tales of earth, wind
and fireflies. And every Friday 13th, cruise into
Port Dover where you’ll be blinded by more
chrome and leather than anywhere on earth.
If your motor’s growling and you’re lookin’ for adventure, grab
your gear and point yourself to Ontario’s Southwest.
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Summer in the City
from New York, Simon Cheng and Cartise
from Canada and many more top brand
designers.
He will also be introducing an array
of hot new looks during a June 16th
evening Fashion Show at the Italian
Village on Erie Street as part of the Carrousel of the Nations. Visit them soon to
view their selection of beautiful designs,
colours of fabrics from Monday- Saturday,
9-5 or call 519-256-1595 for a personal
appointment,
Franco will personally do alterations
to make that perfect fit. Fancy a custom
designed outfit, wait no longer and call
Franco who trained alongside world
famous designers.
Angileri attended the prestigious Parsons School of Design in New York City
and Sheridan Fashion Institute & Technology in Toronto and was fortunate enough
to learn his craft from celebrated designers
like Valentino, Oscar De La Renta, Pierre
Cardin, Alfred Sung, and others.
“I love to make a woman feel special,”
Angileri says. “It’s a style for today based
on yesterday’s elegance.”

MEZZO RISTORANTE & LOUNGE
Tooling around town is bound to give
you an appetite and the area has a number
of high-caliber eateries. Mezzo Ristorante
& Lounge offers a chic, yet comfortable
atmosphere. The ambience provides a
unique balance of stylish metropolitan
flare, exceptional service and authentic
Italian cooking. That’s why it’s a favorite
with Hollywood honchos like George
Clooney, who was spotted here recently.
Mezzo is Italian for “middle” and the
restaurant is located in the heart of Erie
Street. Owners Michael Barlozzari and
Filip Rocca have succeeded in combining
Northern and Southern Italian cuisine
with global influences prepared with fresh
seasonal ingredients. There are entrées
like homemade ravioli, while desserts
include Mezzo’s signature Tiramisu
Check out their website www.mezzo.
ca for the Ultimate Supper Club — an
occasional social gathering featuring a
fabulous dinner planned by Chef Michael
Barlozzari. And as always, Mezzo turns
Club at 10 p.m. with the latest tunes all
night long. If you can’t make it for the
dinner, meet some friends after 9 p.m.
and enjoy some awesome martinis from
the patio bar overlooking Via Italia.

CENTRO RESTAURANT CAFFE BAR
Michael and Filip’s latest endeavour is
Centro Restaurant Caffe Bar. Located at 770
Erie Street East, Centro features a cafe/
dessert area in the front of the building,
and a restaurant/pizzeria in the back.
An expansive patio large patio seats 40
people and there private banquet facilities in the lower level. Complimentary
Internet service is available throughout.
Patrons can choose from a selection of
gourmet pizzas like prosciutto, sausage,
truffle oil topped with misticanza, or they
can create their own using toppings that
include sun dried tomatoes bacon, mushrooms, roasted garlic and soppressata.
The popular pannini features veal,
sausage or chicken breast with spiced
eggplants, peppers, tomato, lettuce and
provolone cheese with balsamic aioli.
Centro has introduced a delicious
Primetime menu running from Monday
to Friday from 4-7pm. It features $4
Coronas and appetizers that are priced
at $5 for you to enjoy after work or for a
fun early night out. Their full menu will
also be available, so come out and enjoy
the patio while having some great food
prepared by Chef Pat Lizzi.
Centro is also Euro Cup 2012 head

Mon - Fri: 10 am - 9 pm | Sat: 9 am - 6 pm
Sun: noon - 5 pm | Holidays: 10 am - 6 pm
Hours subject to change

28 - CROSSINGS

Shores of Erie International Wine Festival,
September 6-9

So much to celebrate!

Windsor Essex Pelee Island loves to celebrate – and with major festivals
and cultural events scheduled throughout the year, there will be plenty of
opportunities to join the fun! The Leamington Tomato Festival, Bluesfest,
Tecumseh Cornfest and the Shores of Erie International Wine Festival are
just a few. War of 1812 commemoration events are scheduled throughout
the year at our numerous historic sites. Find out how you can join the
experience by visiting 1812ontario.ca.
Roots to Boots Festival, August 3-5

For an up-to-the-minute calendar with specific dates and information on all of our year-round festivals, go to
visitwindsoressex.com or call 1-800-265-3633. You’re closer than you think!

Proud host of the upcoming:

Thunder Road H.O.G.® Rally, July 26-28, 2012
Windsor Roseland Charity Classic, August 13-19, 2012
Skate Canada International, October 26-28, 2012
International Children's Games, August 14-19, 2013 (www.icg-windsoressex2013.com)
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quarters. Come watch all the games on
their five big screens during this year’s
Euro Cup tournament starting June 8th.
GRILL 55
Grill 55 opened its doors last October
with great steaks, Ontario pork and lamb,
fresh seafood, flatbreads and amazing
pastas. Inspired by the upscale urban style
of New York’s trendy grill restaurants, the
ambiance is warm and relaxed, the service
friendly and attentive.
Located in The Holiday Inn & Suites
Ambassador Bridge in Windsor, Grill 55
features a casual fine dining atmosphere
with 120 seats in the dining room, 44
seats in the lounge and 60 seats in the
private dining room.
Committed locavores, they source as
much local product as possible, everything from hand-cut steaks, to sauces and
spring rolls. Breads are prepared in house
including the excellent house bread, an
herb biscuit recipe served with three kinds
of butter. Menus change quarterly, and
with the season. Monday to Friday Grill
55 offers freshly prepared lunch features
that are accompanied by fries and your
choice of soup or salad for only $9.00!
Grill 55 is also stepping out of the box
with their unique tasting dinners. A sold
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Summer in the City
out Crown Royal Tasting dinner, was
created by Executive Director/Chef Steve
Meehan and Executive Chef Erno Szabo.
They have also confirmed a date for
the Pelee Island Tasting dinner on July
11-12. The menu and price will be posted
on their website www.grill55.ca.
TLC LASER CENTRE
TLC Laser Centre in Lasalle offers an
innovative approach to skin and body
care. Located at 5841 Malden Road,
TLC’s LaSalle location is owned and
operated by Tiffany Stager, a Certified
Laser Technician. TLC uses the award
winning YAG® lasers, which effectively
treats all skin types, including tanned
skin, offering unmatched treatment
capabilities in permanent hair removal,
leg veins, facial veins, wrinkles and skin
tightening. Services the YAG® lasers offer include complete photo facials, and
pigmentation treatments.
TLC’s team is also introducing LifeForce
Nutrition, designed to sustain a healthy
lifestyle. This is not a “diet.” Instead it is
medically formulated for your body, age
and lifestyle. The macronutrient balanced

ZERONA

®

CANADA

LICENSED PROVIDER

FAT REDUCTION • ANTI-AGING • PERFORMANCE ENHANCEMENT

program is comprised of a macronutrient
composition of 50% carbohydrates, 30%
protein and 20% fat. The day-by-day meal
plan ensures you maximize your metabolic burn rate while increasing energy
levels and never feeling hungry.
Your program is designed so you have
5 to 6 meals per day, three hours apart
to ensure you maintain balanced blood
glucose levels, eliminate cravings and
increase your metabolism.
This program can also be used in
conjunction with a Zerona program for
those looking for significant weight loss.
WINDSOR INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
Windsor International Airport is rapidly becoming a hub for quick, convenient
and hassle free travel. YQG is more than
just an airport code; it stands for “Your
Quick Gateway.” It makes a strong statement that says, YQG is a portal for global
travel and trade. They recently invested
$1.2 million in renovations to the west
terminal.
The renovations improved gates, built
a new passenger departures lounge, with
comfortable, attractive and affordable
passenger experience. The terminal is
also designed to be both “airline and
passenger friendly”. It has a dedicated

International Wing and resident Canada
Custom facilities.
The recent addition of Porter Airlines
now means up to three daily round
trips between Windsor and Billy Bishop
Toronto City Airport. Known for its affordable premium service, including and extra
legroom, Canada’s third largest carrier
flies to downtown Toronto with connections throughout Canada and the U.S.
In addition to Porter Airlines, Air
Canada offers up to six flights per day to
Toronto’s Pearson International Airport,
a 37 minute flight that leads you to the
rest of the world.
Sunwing Airlines, Canada’s leading
high frills, low cost airline flies seasonal
routes from Windsor to Varadaro, Cuba’s
leading resort destination. WestJet Airlines Ltd. also makes daily flights between
Windsor, and Calgary, during the summer
months, through the end of October.
LEAMINGTON
Named one of the best places to live in
Canada by MoneySense Magazine, parks,
golf, hiking trails, great accommodations
and the quaint shops uptown all make
Leamington a destination well worth
exploring. The southern location creates
a unique biodiversity that includes Caro-
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linian forests, rare plant species, beautiful
beaches and the annual spectacle of bird
and butterfly migrations.
Leamington’s fortunes have been tied
to tomatoes ever since the H.J. Heinz food
processing plant opened up here in 1908.
The town’s water tower is even painted
like a giant tomato. Then there’s the
“Big Tomato” downtown, built in 1901
and used a tourist information booth.
Stompin’ Tom Connors even mentions
Leamington in The Ketchup Song.
Leamington celebrates its romance
with all things tomato at the Leamington
Tomato Festival in Seacliff Park. This year’s
festival takes place August 17-19 with a
pageant, parade, a car show, live entertainment, lots of food and a craft sale.
In the summer visitors can stroll along
the Leamington Marina Park/Waterfront
Promenade, surrounded by flower gardens, planters and hanging baskets. It’s
a great place to relax and watch the boats
come in as the sun sinks into the lake.
Uptown Leamington offers a pleasing
mixture of the historic and modern,
served up with small town charm. The
Arts Centre located on Talbot Street, hosts
numerous art shows and special events
in a restored heritage building.

Southwestern Ontario Events
HERITAGE FESTIVAL – (June 24)
Mooretown, Ontario. Enjoy a wide
variety of heritage demonstrations and
hands-on activities of interest for the
whole family. http://www.mooremuseum.ca/event/heritage-festival.
TD SUNFEST – (July 5-8) London,
Ontario. Canada’s premier festival of
the global arts features over 35 top
professional world music and jazz
ensembles, complemented by more
than 275 exemplary food and craft
exhibitors. www.sunfest.on.ca/
ROGERS BAYFEST – (July 12-15) Sarnia, Ontario. Ontario’s premiere music
festival attracts world renowned acts!
There is music for everyone from Iron
Maiden to Toby Keith, John Mellencamp and The Offspring. Fun for the
whole family. www.sarniabayfest.com.
PORT DOVER FRIDAY 13TH –
(July 13) Port Dover, Ontario. Tens of
thousands of bikers and visitors will
descend on the town of about 5,000
year-round residents along the north

shore of Lake Erie, for the traditional
event. www.pd13.com
HOME & COUNTY MUSIC & ART
FESTIVAL – (July 20-22) London,
Ontario. Some of Canada’s best
indie/roots music, art and heritage
featuring 5 afternoon stages and
evening mainstage, with 130 juried
Canadian crafters, traditional artisan
demonstrations, food booth and
more. www.homecounty.ca.
ROCK THE PARK – (July 26-28)
London, Ontario. The 3-day summer
music festival is about holding on to
hope, having fun and bringing back
some great memories of 70’s, 80’s
and 90’s rock! http://rockthepark.
ca/index.php
ROCK ‘N HORSE FEST – (August
17,18,19) Harrow, Ontario. An international rodeo competition and
hunter jumper riding event combined with the largest roots music
festival in Southwestern Ontario.
http://www.rocknhorsefest.com.

Leamington, Ontario

www.leamington.ca
For information call: 1-800-250-3336
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B Y ADELINA IRVINE
Military Heritage Days at Fort Malden.

Amherstburg is firing at will
With War of 1812 Bicentennial Bash

T

he War of 1812 celebrates its
bicentennial this year and
Southwestern Ontario was
home to many of the war’s
most seminal events. The very first shots
were fired during a skirmish near River
Canard, resulting in the death of two
British soldiers garrisoned at Fort Malden.
Today the Fort Malden Historic Site occupies a scenic spot on the Detroit River
in Amherstburg, just before it opens into
Lake Erie. Constructed in 1796, it served
as a garrison for the British army, and a
memorable setting for the famous meeting between Chief Tecumseh and General
Isaac Brock.
British troops were forced to retreat in
1813, and burned the fort to the ground,
and American forces occupied the ruins
until July, 1815. The brick barracks, circa
1819, is the sole building remaining of
those constructed by the British Army.
The fort’s earthworks date from the Upper
Canadian Rebellion of 1837-39.
The site includes a number of restored
buildings, including an Interpretation
Centre and Kings Navy Yard Park, which
is walking distance away.
History comes to life August 4-5 at Fort
Malden National Historic Site’s Military
Heritage Days. Experience tactical demonstrations, military encampments and
unique activities! Bring the whole family
for a weekend of firepower and fun!

The Amherstburg waterfront.
Amherstburg is celebrating the bicentennial with a full slate of festivals and
events. June 18 marks the unveiling of
Forged Peace a sculpture in Kings Navy
Yard Park. A symbol of the twin sisters
and friendships forged with Put-in-Bay
Ohio, and Monroe Michigan, the beautiful sculpture symbolizes the special bond
between nations and 200 years of peace.
Canada Day July 1, will see historical
reenactments, a Pow Wow, a children’s
bicentennial activity centre, live entertainment, a family food court and spectacular fireworks along the Detroit River!
From July 10 to August 12, enjoy the

“Bicentennial of the War of 1812” art
exhibit at the Gibson Gallery. View stunningly detailed works that complement
the gallery’s quaint, historic setting.
Visitors can step back in time August
3-5, as Amherstburg transforms into an
1812 setting with a modern twist! The
Roots to Boots Bicentennial Festival features
military heritage days, contemporary
concerts, First Nations presentations,
genealogy and ancestry, and children’s
pavilion. Period costumed re-enactors
are on every corner and you may catch
a glimpse of Chief Tecumseh, General
Brock, or a one of the gallant women
who cooked up a storm for the soldiers on
an open hearth. Wear your period dress
to all the events as your 1812 weekend
comes to life!
The Shores of Erie International Wine
Festival takes place September 6-9. This
year’s festival will be held at Fort Malden
National Historic Site, and feature an
1812 theme. Drink a toast to the troops
with wine from the Lake Erie North Shore
region of Ontario, paired with local foods
and culinary exhibits on the beautiful
waterfront property of one of Canada’s
most important historic sites.
The town of Amherstburg was once
the busiest gateway for escaped slaves
on the American-Canadian frontier. The
North American Black Historical Museum
includes a modern cultural centre, as well
as two historic structures — the Taylor
Log Cabin, an historic residence, and
the Nazrey African Methodist Episcopal
Church, which welcomed many of the
new arrivals.
Stark in its simplicity, the church is
unusual in that it was constructed of
stone. This relatively expensive building
material suggests a great commitment
and optimism among those who built it.
The present building dates to 1848, and
replaced an earlier structure.
Shoppers in Amherstburg will find
many unique shops, cafes and boutiques.
A La Mode, ladies fashions, shoes and
accessories, is located at 52 Richmond
St. They also have a second location at
3869 Dougall Ave. in Windsor.
Fashion is their passion and A La Mode
is passionate about making the shopping
experience comfortable, personable and
affordable, while selecting colorful tops,
dresses, skirts, necklaces, earrings, shoes
and much more. Clothing lines include
Spanner, Joseph Ribkoff, Animale, Simon
Chang, Tiny Bowls, Montage and Not
Your Daughter’s Jeans.

Amherstburg, On

Live August 4th

Downtown 1812 Alive!
Spirit of A Nation ~ The Musical
Scotiabank Group Live Concerts
The Windsor Star Tall Ship Tours
Enbridge Children’s Heritage Pavilion
Ride the VIA Rail Mini Train
Land and Marine Re enactments
Bicentennial Parade

Chantal Kreviazuk
Presented by:

Destiny 1812 Art Exhibit
Genealogy and 1812 Book Store
Tavern on the River ~ Period Food & Drink

1812amherstburg.com

for tickets visit: ticketweb.ca or Call: 519-730-1309
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Experience your future by design
Getting advice from an Investment and Retirement Planner

P

lanning your future involves
more than just money. It involves you — your needs, your
values and your dreams. This
understanding, along with a review of
your financial situation, your investing
preferences and your tolerance for risk,
will help me to develop strategies to assist
you in achieving your goals.
This includes specialized advice that
addresses your wealth management needs
related to:
Investment Planning: To develop
investment strategies to help you achieve
your goals.
Retirement Planning: To help you
accumulate the financial resources you
need to achieve your ideal retirement.
Transitioning into Retirement: To
assist you in making pension, severance,
retirement income and related decisions.
Estate Planning: To ensure you have
considered your estate needs Tax Planning: To make sure you consider tax
efficiency aspects throughout.

B Y LISA PLANTE, PFP
Financial Planner
STRENGTH YOU CAN TRUST®
As an RBC client, you have the security
of dealing with one of the world’s leading
diversified financial services companies.
One that is distinguished by a long heritage of financial strength, integrity, and
unwavering dedication to our clients.
Over the years, we’ve maintained our
financial strength in every type of market
condition by applying sound risk management policies, a diversified approach to
business and a long term view to decision
making. Supported by best in class tools
and solutions, I will use this same rigour
and discipline in working with you to help
you achieve your own long term success.
FINANCIAL SOLUTIONS ON YOUR
TERMS®
I am able to work around your schedule and meet with you wherever and
whenever it’s convenient — your home,
business or local RBC Royal Bank branch.
Whatever your choice, rest assured your
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financial information will remain in the
strictest confidence.
BENEFIT FROM MY KNOWLEDGE AND
EXPERIENCE
As your planner, I’m here to provide
the advice that’s right for your life and
enhances your financial well-being. Five
years in the financial services industry
has prepared me for this role.
My five years of professional experience
is enhanced by a degree in Finance (B.
Comm.) from The University of Windsor.
I have also completed the Investment
Funds In Canada Course (IFC) and am
an Accredited Financial Planner (PFP).
I am committed to continually building my knowledge so I can provide you
with advice that is current and relevant
in today’s environment.

Find yourself in Chatham Kent this summer
Ribs, porches, boots and rodeos in Canada’s Classic Car Capital

F

rom fascinating historic treasures and natural wonders to
man-made creations, Chatham-Kent is always worth
the trip. Where else can you find sandy
beaches, a Shawnee chief’s last stand,
Uncle Tom’s cabin, and an 1860s oil
boomtown?
Some of North America’s best automotive-themed festivals like Chatham
Aeronauts’ Wings & Wheels – July 21st
& 22nd, are found in Canada’s Classic
Car Capital.
The July 6-8 Rotary Ribfest hosts award
winning Ribbers from across North America to compete and showcase their great
food. Bring your family and friends to
enjoy delicious food, entertainment and
fun in Chatham’s beautifully renovated
Tecumseh Park.
Sponsored by Caesars Windsor, the
2012 Chatham Ribfest, features activities,
events, and shows for all ages. For families, there is wide range of entertainment
including: a petting zoo, pony rides, and

Ribfest.
candy mountains. For those 19 and over,
the event is fully licensed. And of course,
there is always great food featuring mouth
watering ribs!
Are you looking for a distinctly small
town? Why not come to the Ridgetown
Festival of Porches and Verandas, July 19-21
in beautiful Ridgetown. Relax on a gorgeous Victorian porch and enjoy home
made meal presented on fine china by
“characters” from the past. Be entertained by wandering musicians or story
tellers from the past. Shop at the arts
and craftspeoples booths, stop at a yard
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sale or purchase from the unique stores
who have expanded their shops out on
to the sidewalk!
Civic Holiday weekend is filled with
music and country spirit at the Boothill
Country Jamboree featuring three days
and nights full of country music. Immerse yourself and camp onsite, or stay
at one of the nearby hotels and enjoy the
quality performers including new stars,
retro acts, and prominent Canadian stars.
Onsite vendors, hilarious games and opportunities to listen to great music makes
this August 2-6 Country Music festival in
Bothwell, one not to be missed!
The Dresden Ram Rodeo is the region’s
premier Rodeo event. Held August 24th
and 25th 2012, at the Dresden Raceway
and casino, it features a Rodeo, BX 93
Video Dance, Beer Garden, vendors, a
RAM Parade, and much more.
Come and see how the west was won
as cowboys and cowgirls demonstrate
their courage, stamina and skills in North
America’s original extreme sport.

Experience. Engage. Enjoy!
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3

Cedar Falls in the Hocking Hills.

B Y RENU SAGGAR

Buckeye State Summer
Ohio has almost too much to see and do

A

n English gentleman once
made an extensive tour of
Ohio. His journey took him
from the Ohio River to Lake
Erie, and he recorded his observations
in a journal. He found himself “quite
charmed” by Cincinnati, describing it
as “cheerful, thriving and animated.”
Columbus was “clean and pretty,” and
the state’s landscape was “beautiful, richly
cultivated and luxuriant in its promise of
an abundant harvest.” It was 1842 and the
Englishman’s name was Charles Dickens.
This year marks the 200th anniversary
of Dickens’ birth and although much time
has passed since he visited Ohio, it’s still
a great destination.
Bordered by a sparkling Great Lake
and a great river Ohio’s sheer diversity
makes it ideal for a leisurely vacation or
weekend getaways. History comes alive
in pioneer villages and ancient Native
American earthworks.

Along with theme parks and natural attractions, the state has given the world
Annie Oakley, Thomas Edison, Zane Grey,

Neil Armstrong and several presidents.
And any place that uses “Hang On
Sloopy” as its state rock song is guaranteed to give you a Dickens of a good time.
Summers in Ohio are undeniably beautiful, with lush green forests, sparkling
lakes and endless hills. Thrill seekers can
begin at one of Ohio’s world-class theme
parks like Cedar Point, with some of the
tallest, and fastest roller coasters on earth.
Dinosaurs Alive! on Adventure Island,
is a new attraction on a wooded island
in the park’s lagoons. Patrons will have
the opportunity to visit the Jurassic Age
up close and see some of the amazing
creatures that called it home. About
fifty life-size animatronic dinosaurs will
roar and move, including the fearsome
Tyrannosaurus Rex, Irratator, Baryonyx
and Spinosaurus, the largest of all known
carnivorous dinosaurs. A plated Stegosaurus and three-horned Triceratops will
also inhabit the island. The largest will
be the Ruyangosaurus, standing more
than 30 feet tall and 72 feet long.
Three of the dinosaurs will have interactive consoles that will allow guests
to guide their movement to create an
up-close look at how these dinosaurs
moved their arms, tail, eyes and mouth.
The walkway will wind through the
forest and will feature more than a dozen
themed exhibits and displays, providing
a very intimate encounter with these
prehistoric beasts.
Brace yourself for a high-speed race
that ends with a splash. Soak City’s
newest slide, Dragster H2O, is a six-lane
mat racer that sends riders through enclosed fiberglass tubes in a tight spiral
that serpentine alongside each other,

The Montecello III canal boat at Coshocton Lake Park.

40 - CROSSINGS

41 - CROSSINGS

An Ohio Summer
transitioning into a side-by-side racing
configuration. Located in Soak City East,
next to the first drop of Magnum XL200,
Cedar Point fans chose the name, inspired
by the park’s tallest, fastest coaster.
Nearly seven million people get away
to Ohio’s Lake Erie Shores & Islands for
vacation each year. From the more than
150 miles of unspoiled natural coastlines,
to Cedar Point’s top-thrill coasters the region offers year-round fun and relaxation
for the whole family.
Port Clinton is Ohio’s gateway to Lake
Erie and the Islands. South Bass, Middle
Bass and Kelleys Island are unspoiled
waterfront playgrounds with breathtaking beaches, spectacular views and
rosy summer sunsets.
Kelleys Island and Put-in-Bay invite
visitors to explore quaint villages, historical attractions, family attractions, and
island atmosphere. The largest American
freshwater island in Lake Erie, take a scenic
ride around Kelleys Island on a rental bike
or golf cart. Check out the world famous
Glacial Grooves National Landmark, or the
historic homes and buildings listed on

the National Register of Historic Places.
The Victorian era village of Put-in-Bay
on South Bass Island, has been attracting
visitors for nearly 150 years. Hundreds of
thousands travel here annually to enjoy
family fun activities, outdoor recreation
and a large variety of special events.
History enthusiasts won’t want to miss
Perry’s Victory and International Peace
Memorial, from the War of 1812.
Washington Park, downtown Sandusky
leaves a lasting impression with its unusual pictorial flower beds, working floral
clock, and collection of tropical plants
including palm trees.
The Kalahari Resort is America’s largest
indoor waterpark resort with 175,000 sq.
ft. waterpark, play area, arcade, shopping,
restaurants, spa and more! The Safari
Adventures animal park is located behind
the outdoor waterpark.
Milan Ohio is the birthplace of prolific
inventor, Thomas Edison, whose boyhood home is open for tours and houses
a museum of his inventions.
Along the east side of Lake Erie, Lake
County is home to Mentor Headlands
Beach State Park, Fairport Harbor, Lakefront Park, golf resorts, trophy fishing
and award-winning wineries.
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The Fairport Harbor Marine Museum &
Lighthouse consists of a marine museum
and lighthouse tower with spectacular
views of Lake Erie. The museum houses
the light’s original 3rd order Fresnel lens,
the Frontenac pilothouse and nautical
artifacts,
In Mentor, experience history at Lawnfield, the 29-room home of President
James Garfield. The home of the 20th
president features Garfield’s presidential
memorial library and his private study,
as well as many original furnishings and
artifacts belonging to the Garfield family.
In Kirtland, indulge your senses at the
Holden Arboretum, a 3,100-acre paradise
of flowers and trees (the nation’s largest).
Home to flora from all over the world, it
features quiet walking trails, as well as
paths for dog-walking.
Lake Farmpark was named one of 10
great locations to dig up old dirt on farming by USA Today. Farmpark is a family
oriented science and cultural center devoted to agriculture. You can milk a cow,
take a wagon ride, and discover over 50
breeds of farm animals up close. Marvel
at the Border Collies at work, or explore
solar and wind power, the Great Tomato
Works, and themed gardens.

“Columbus has a great food &
beverage scene. We love making
the trip down there to dine with
friends and pick up beers &
spirits from local producers.”
- Jonathon Sawyer, Chef-Owner,
The Greenhouse Tavern
and Noodlecat in Cleveland

One culinary scene
has critics calling
for seconds.
Experts from all over the country are discovering the amazing food scene in
Columbus. And with top-ranked chefs, one-of-a-kind restaurants and some of
the best desserts you’ll ever have, this is one culinary adventure that will have you
raving too. See what all the talk is about at facebook.com/columbusfoodscene.

“Jeni’s Splendid Ice Creams is the top
ice cream artisan in the U.S.”
- Bon Appetit
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An Ohio Summer
Columbus is right in the middle of
things this year. Not only is Ohio’s capital
city located at the geographic center of the
state, it’s also marking it’s Bicentennial
in 2012, with dozens of festivals events,
and special attractions.
As part of Columbus’ Bicentennial
Celebration, the Scioto Mile will feature
a promenade and renovations to Bicentennial Park, headquarters for many of
the city’s annual festivals and events.
Columbus’ signature riverfront greenway
features the largest interactive fountain
in central Ohio. Located in Bicentennial
Park, the fountain’s five stainless steel
halos feature thousands of spray nozzles
and a towering jet that can shoot water
70 feet into the air. The park also houses
the country’s largest free outdoor climbing wall, and the world’s most authentic
replica of the Santa Maria.
The 33rd annual Jazz & Rib Fest, returns
to the riverfront on July 20- 22, 2012.
Three stages will host the finest local,
regional and international jazz artists,
while barbeque pit masters serve up sizzling ribs, chicken and more.

Home to more than 700 wildlife species,
the Columbus Zoo and Aquarium features
fascinating exhibits with a geographic
spin. Venture under the sea at The Shores,
the zoo’s gigantic aquarium. Don’t miss
Manatee Coast, one of only three facilities
outside Florida that house these giant,
gentle endangered mammals.
Scheduled to open in late 2012, Hollywood Casino Columbus will include up
to 3,000 slot machines, live poker and 70
table games. The facility will also include a
food court, a sports bar and a VIP lounge.
Grove City may be your best stopover
when visiting Columbus or Central Ohio.
Located just eight miles southwest of
Ohio’s capital city, it offers a pastoral,
peaceful, low stress alternative for people
who crave big city attractions and small
town charm.
Grove City has over 1,100 clean, comfortable and affordable hotel rooms and
over 51 places to dine, all within one
mile of the hotels. Information about
hotel specials and other area attractions
is available at www.visitgrovecityoh.com.
The Gardens at Gantz Farm and Arboretum is a popular spot with visitors,
while the Big Splash waterpark features
interactive water play toys, a zero-depth

entrance for easy accessibility, and a 190foot water slide.
Get ready for high times this summer
Balloons-n-Tunes hot air balloon festival
will be held August 24-25 at Beulah Park.
This is a great opportunity to experience
hot air ballooning up close, and at the
same time, interact with the pilots and
crew members.
The event also includes tethered balloon rides, daily ascensions, various
attractions and the popular night glow.
Don’t miss the Natural History Exhibit,
Sept. 1-29, 2012, at the Grove City Welcome Center and Museum, in the Grove
City Town Center. The month-long exhibit features North American and South
American Native American artifacts, including an extensive collection of stone
tools, weapons, arrowheads, pottery and
other hand crafted items. This is a great
opportunity to see this huge private collection, which is being shared with the
public for the very first time.
Wayne County is known as Ohio’s
“Gateway to Amish Country.” Wayne
and the surrounding counties are home
to the world’s largest Amish population.
Amish farms, one-room school houses
and their distinct black horse-drawn bug-

Wander the Wonders of

Lehman’s, Kidron
888.438.5346
www.Lehmans.com

The J.M. Smucker
Company Store and
Cafe, Orrville

To discover what you’ve
been missing, visit

330.684.1500
www.smuckers.com

P. Graham Dunn,
Dalton

Secrest Arboretum
& Gardens, Wooster

866.922.0306
www.pgrahamdunn.com

330.464.2148
www.secrest.osu.edu

www.wccvb.com

800.362.6474
2012 WCCVB

Hampton Inn, Wooster
330.345.4424
www.wooster.hamptoninn.com

Downtown Wooster
330.262.6222
www.mainstreetwooster.org

Hilton Garden Inn,
Wooster
330.202.7701
www.wooster.stayhgi.com

Ohio Light Opera
Resident Professional
Company of the
College of Wooster,
Wooster
330.263.2345
www.ohiolightopera.org

Ohio

Shisler’s Cheese
House, Orrville
330.682.2105
www.cheesehouse.com
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An Ohio Summer

In Fairﬁeld County, Ohio

Covered Bridge
at Rock Mill

Ohio Glass
Museum

Antique Car Show

Lancaster Festival

Motorcycle Museum

Historic Architecture

www.visitfairﬁeldcounty.org • (800) 626-1296
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gies are familiar sights. Known for their
peaceful ways and timeless lifestyle, a
large number of shops and stores feature
authentic Amish products, from food to
fine wood furniture and quilts. Amishstyle restaurants feature authentic home
cooked meals, including noodles, apple
fritters, and deep dish fruit pies.
A surprising number of world-renowned companies call Wayne County
home, including The J.M. Smucker
Company, Wooster Brush Company,
and The Cat’s Meow Village, creators of
the popular two-dimensional wooden
collectibles. If you think it isn’t made
any more, check with Lehman’s before
you give up.
Founded by Jay Lehman in 1955 to
serve the local Amish and others without
electricity, Lehman’s now ships old-fashioned, merchandise all over the world.
Because of their attention to historical authenticity, not only do historical
museums and re-enactment groups purchase their products, but Hollywood has
also caught on. Virtually every big name
Hollywood production set in the 19th
century buys their props from Lehman’s.
Coshocton is home to the Monticello
III horse-drawn canal boat ride and the
restored 1800s canal era town of Historic
Roscoe Village. Roscoe Village features
delightful shops, restaurants, and tours of
the historic buildings that showcase life
in the 1800s, where visitors can interact
with traditional artisans, meet an 1800s
doctor and participate in an old-fashioned
one-room school lesson.
Kids (young and old) will love meeting Rock & Fred and Jasper & Bill, the
huge Percheron draft horse teams that
pull the Monticello III Canal Boat along
an original section of the Ohio and Erie
Canal. On the 45-minute canal boat ride
the captain explains 1800s canal life and
tall tales told in first person, creating the
feeling of actually gliding right into the
1830s. Roscoe Village and the Canal Boat
both opened for their regular season on
Memorial Day Weekend.
While in Coshocton visitors often enjoy the area’s five local wineries nestled
in the picturesque Appalachian foothills–
Raven’s Glenn, Rainbow Hills, Yellow Butterfly, Heritage Vineyards and Shawnee
Springs – which make up the Three Rivers
Wine Trail. Along the trail, stop at Pearl

If kids are going to wake you early,
rides should be involved.

Early entry and discounted tickets when
you stay at Cedar Point Resorts.
A 93-mph roller coaster with frightful drops. A 301-foot view from
WindSeeker. Planet Snoopy. They’re all yours a full hour before
they’re open to the general public when you stay at Cedar Point in
Sandusky, Ohio. No driving, no fuss. Just fun with your family and
friends at a discounted price. And at the end of your exhilarating
day, there’ll be a bed close by. Book or get discounted tickets at
cedarpoint.com/places-to-stay or by calling 419-627-2106.

THRILLS CONNECT
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An Ohio Summer
Valley Cheese where they’ve been making
award-winning natural cheese since 1928.
On June 8-10, visitors will enjoy the
oldest hot air balloon festival in Ohio—
the Frontier Power 31st Annual Hot Air
Balloon Festival with balloon launches,
night glow, live musical entertainment,
carnival rides, and many other family fun
activities. On Sunday, June 10, check out
the Corvette Cruise-in in Roscoe Village
where over 200 classic Corvettes converge
on the street. Admission to each of these
events is free.
Coshocton is also the host of the
Coshocton Dulcimer Days Festival the
longest running heritage music festival
in Ohio. The festival, which takes place
June 15-17 in Historic Roscoe Village, is
free and spectators will enjoy traditional
mountain and hammered dulcimer music, competitions, and concerts.
Located at the edge of the Hocking
Hills, Fairfield County is one of the most
scenic, natural areas in Ohio. The region
has 18 covered bridges, more than any
other place in the state. Most were built
ca 1871-1906. The Rock Mill Bridge,

Grove City
Where people visiting
Columbus, Ohio stay!
•
•
•
•
•
•

Native American Artifacts Exhibit
Hot Air Balloon Festival
World Class Columbus Zoo
Nation’s Top Science Center
North Market Arts District
Request Information by Mail

800/539-0405

visitgrovecityoh.com
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An Ohio Summer
the smallest covered bridge in Fairfield
County, has a span of just 33-feet.
Rock Mill, located on the headwaters
of the Hocking River, is an 1824 Flour
& Grist Mill, authentically restored with
original giant white oak beams, 35 shuttered windows, doors, wooden lap siding
and a new tin roof. There is a beautiful
waterfall and deep carved gorge at the
mill site.
The Sherman House Museum in Lancaster, is the birthplace of General William
Tecumseh Sherman and his brother Senator John Sherman. The museum features
Sherman family memorabilia, Civil War
and GAR artifacts.
Parts of the house were built in 1811
while a brick front and Victorian parlor
were added in 1870. A Sherman era garden
along the side of the house and in the
backyard features plants popular in the
1800’s and used by the Shermans.
At one time there were over 40 glass
companies in the area manufacturing
beautiful art glass. The Ohio Glass Museum
is located in the historic downtown and
chronicles the over 100 year history of

glass making in Lancaster and Fairfield
County. The Glass Blowing Studio, a
favorite of adults and children alike, is
open during museum hours.
The Lancaster Festival takes place July
18-28 and is the region’s signature summer event. Artists slated to perform at this
year’s festival include world-renowned
pianist André Watts, in concert with the
Lancaster Festival Orchestra on July 18th
and country star LeAnn Rimes at Ohio
University-Lancaster on Saturday, July 28.
Located 40 miles southeast of Columbus, Ohio, the Hocking Hills offers oncein-a-lifetime experiences that make every
day feel like Saturday. Visitors can start
the day with a hike through the craggy
cliffs, soaring rock faces and rushing waterfalls of Old Man’s Cave, Ash Cave or
Cedar Falls. They can tour America’s last
remaining washboard factory, blow their
own glass jewelry with guidance from a
gifted local artist, and ride through lush
woods on horseback or on ATVs.
Hocking Hills State Park consists of
2,348-forested acres lying just south of
Logan, Ohio. Old Man’s Cave is considered
the “heart” of Hocking Hills State Park.
A series of rock-hewn steps, man-made
tunnels, arched stone bridges and hiking

trails lead visitors through this rocky
gorge. Most hikers begin at Upper Falls
— one of the most photographed spots
in the State of Ohio —and then follow
along the creek to the cave.
In addition to hiking trails, parks and
forests, the Hocking Hills is the zipline
capital of the Midwest, with Valley Zipline
Tours, which opened April 1, bringing the
region’s total number of ziplines to 50.
Unique in the world of ziplines, Valley
Zipline features zips for kids as young age
two. A new zipline canopy tour earns the
Hocking Hills its new title as “Canopy
Tour Capital of the Midwest”.
From cozy cottages, historic B&Bs
and charming inns, to fully-equipped
cabins and lodges that sleep more than
a dozen, booking virtually any type of
Hocking Hills accommodations is easy
and affordable. Many cabins offer a fully
loaded gourmet kitchen, perfect for large
families or groups of friends to prepare
inexpensive meals.
Plenty of family friendly restaurants,
from casual cafes and old-fashioned
diners to relaxed Mexican and BBQ restaurants offer a range of dining options.
Though, fine dining at lovely country
inns is also readily available.
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The Old Roanoke County Courthouse.
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Roanoke Redux

Virginia’s heart of the Blue Ridge

T

he Roanoke Valley allows
you to experience all four
spectacular seasons in the
beautiful Blue Ridge Mountains of western Virginia. Located on
Interstate 81 and the Blue Ridge Parkway,
the Valley is fabled for its railroad heritage, many festivals and historic farmers’
market area. Nearby shopping includes
hand-made crafts and Virginia specialty
items. The childhood home of Wayne
Newton is also famous for its Southern
hospitality at the shops and attractions.
The town was first known as Big Lick,
thanks to a large outcropping of salt,
which drew the wildlife to the site near
the Roanoke River. In the 1850s, Big Lick
became an important stop on the Virginia
and Tennessee Railroad.
The Valley preserves its railroad heritage at the remodeled historic Norfolk
& Western Freight Station housing the

Virginia Museum of Transportation. The
Museum is home to the largest collection
of diesel and steam locomotives in the
United States, including the Class J No.
611 and 1218 steam engines, with over
50 pieces of rolling stock in the museum
yard. Also on display are antique carriages,
cars, trucks, buses and trolleys and more.
Roanoke’s landmark former passenger
rail station hosts the O. Winston Link
Museum dedicated to the late steam-era
railroad photography of O. Winston Link.
His stunningly-artistic, often-surreal images interpret the rich culture and heritage
that surrounded America’s last major
steam railroad, the Norfolk & Western
Railway. Visitors can immerse themselves
in several galleries of Link’s work.
Center in the Square located downtown,
is home to the Roanoke Science Museum
of Western Virginia, and the Hopkins
Planetarium.
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The Roanoke Star, also known as the
Mill Mountain Star, is the world’s largest
freestanding illuminated man-made star.
Constructed in 1949 at the top of Mill
Mountain, the star is 88.5 feet tall with
2,000 feet of neon tubing. It’s visible for
60 miles from the air and it sits 1,045 feet
above the city.
Directly in front of the star is an overlook that features dramatic views of the
Roanoke Valley and, particularly, downtown Roanoke and is a favorite place to
photograph the city.
The Historic Farmers’ Market/Downtown Roanoke/Center in the Square, is
the oldest such market in continuous use
in Virginia. In 1882 licenses were issued
to 25 hucksters around the same time the
city was chartered. Today, this colorful
market includes unique shopping with
produce, art galleries, country stores,
and restaurants.
The Taubman Museum of features
significant selections of American art,
modern and contemporary art, design
and decorative arts, folk and visionary art.
The museum is located in a $66-million,
81,000-square-foot building designed by
celebrated Los Angeles architect Randall
Stout. The permanent collection focuses
on American art, with an emphasis on
the artistic expressions of the Western
Virginia and the Appalachian region. The
collection has works by Thomas Eakins,
Winslow Homer and Howard Finster.
Holiday Inn Tanglewood is located just
two miles from the Blue Ridge Parkway
and next door to Tanglewood Mall. Also
close by is the Taubman Museum and
the famous Mill Mountain Star and Zoo.
Guests can travel a short distance to attractions such as the D-Day Memorial
and Martinsville Speedway.
The hotel’s plush amenities make
guests feel right at home. They feature
a heated, outdoor pool with a sundeck,
as well as a fitness center. The Elephant
Walk Restaurant is known for its locally
harvested comfort food. Open for lunch
and dinner, their cruise style dinners are
legendary, thanks to the head chef who
once worked in the cruise industry.
Built in 1882, the fully-restored Tudorstyle Hotel Roanoke is proudly listed on
the National Register of Historic Places.
A DoubleTree by Hilton hotel, it offers
world-class lodging facilities, including
newly renovated guest rooms and 63,000
square feet of state-of-the-art conference
space. The hotel’s business facilities include 35 meeting rooms, a fixed-seat lec-

ture hall, and an elegant ballroom which
can accommodate up to 1,400 guests.
Thelma’s Chicken and Waffles is the real
deal. Their bone in fried chicken breast
and waffles are some of the most amazing things you will ever eat. The chicken
is cooked just right, crispy outside with
just the right amount of crust, and still
moist inside. Waffles are light and airy and
fluffy, with perhaps a hint of cinnamon
or nutmeg. Do not miss this place.
With so many great restaurants in Roanoke, Rockfish Food & Wine is becoming
the “go to” place for many locals. Owners
Rocky and Olivia Byrd run a wonderful
establishment with a creative menu,
outstanding fish, fabulous filet mignon,
tasty pasta and vegetarian dishes, along
with a stellar wine list. Their pecan crusted
pork is unbelievable and the mashed
potatoes velvety with big chunks of potatoes. Asparagus is cooked to perfection.
A must try!
Virginia Mountain Vineyards is the place
to savor a glass of your favorite wine while
enjoying the picturesque mountain views
from the top of Zion Hill. Surrounded by
the Blue Ridge Mountains to the east and
the Alleghany Mountains to the west, the
winery is located just outside the center

Downtown Roanoke.

The futuristic Taubman Museum of Art.

of Historic Fincastle. Owners David and
Marie will be glad to enlighten you on
any questions you may have concerning
the vineyard or winery; greater knowledge about grape growing, harvesting,
and processing may help you to better

appreciate and enjoy a good wine. Their
Cabernet Franc is a delightful red wine
with soft, gentle tannins and a smooth
finish. Aged in American oak barrels it
captures the classic peppery flavor of the
Cabernet Franc grape.
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Greater Detroit
ypsilanti
- brewing
anntour
arbor
Craft brew
at its finest

ut lager pale ale amber pilsner hefeweizen double triple porter stout lager pale ale amber pilsner hefew

brew brew brew brew brew brew brew brew brew brew brew brew brew brew brew brew brew b

brew brew brew brew brew brew brew brew brew brew brew brew brew brew brew brew brew

lager pale ale amber pilsner hefeweizen double triple porter stout lager pale ale amber pilsner hefewei

- arbor brewing co.
- blue tractor
- chelsea alehouse - original gravity
- wolverine state brewing
- corner brewery
- michigan brewers guild summer
- grizzly peak
- jolly pumpkin
beer festival july 27 & 28

for more information

visitypsinow/craft-beer or call 800.265.9045

