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Lake Erie Wine Route

Love Italian Style
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The city where hyperlocal makes
organic seem so yesterday.

Columbus is a foodie’s paradise. What started out as a comfort food capital has
turned into one of the country’s most innovative food scenes. From vegan to BBQ,
Columbus is an incubator for culinary visionaries of every style. We’re also the place
where friends and family gather around to share stories, great food, and if you’re
lucky, some leftovers for tomorrow. ExperienceColumbus.com/LocalFood
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Cover: Venetian Getaway by Martin Lacasse.

Just 5 Hours From The Border Is A Weekend
Getaway That Feels Oh-So-Far-Away!
ENJOY MORE! scenic rides. From the seat of a motorcycle or the
seat of a bicycle you’ll find once-in-a-lifetime experiences that
include antiquing, historical sites and Appalachian arts.
TASTE MORE! local wines. Tours and samples are a not-to-bemissed treat at the Forks-of-Cheat Winery.
PLAY MORE! golf on one of seven 18-hole scenic courses.
SAVOR MORE! cuisine. Whether it’s a romantic rendezvous
or alfresco by the water’s edge, our university city serves up a
dynamic nightlife and tastes from around the world.
Visit our website for a complete listing of fairs, festivals and
events or contact us for assistance in planning your vacation
and our Canadian discount booklet!

www.tourmorgantown.com/Crossings | 800.458.7373
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Blaze a trail in Morgantown
Morgantown is an outdoor wonderland.

V

isitors are often struck by
Morgantown’s energy. Located just south of the
Mason-Dixon Line, this is
where college town cool and spectacular
scenery come together naturally in West
Virginia. Located 75-miles (121-km) south
of Pittsburgh, and 208-miles (335-km)
west of Washington, the city’s absorbing
history, and splendid architecture combine with an exquisite natural setting.
Summer is a great time to explore the
region’s natural wonders and you don’t
have to go too far to do it. Start with a
historic audio walking tour of downtown
Morgantown at the Greater Morgantown
Visitors’ Center located on High Street.
Located within Morgantown’s city
limits is the 91-acre WVU Core Arboretum.
Approximately 3.5 miles of trails provide
access to densely wooded areas and 3
acres of lawn planted with specimen trees.
Just 10 miles east of Morgantown,
Chestnut Ridge Park offers a great hike
along the Great Gorge Trail and the Mile
Trail; do stop by Bruceton Mills Dam when
you’re here, and there’s whitewater on
Little Sandy Creek for all you thrill seekers!
The 133-acre Cathedral State Park is
an ancient hemlock forest of majestic
proportions! Trees up to 90 feet in height

and 21 feet in circumference form cloisters
in the park and there are over 50 species
of wildflowers. The Coopers Rock State
Forest offers nearly 50 miles of trails,
ranging from easy leg-stretchers to long,
difficult day hikes.
Make your way out to the 1,200 ft.
scenic overlook and Rock City with 30foot boulders and an abundance of top

rope routes. Many of the park’s trails are
suitable for cross-country skiing in winter.
The scenic Mon River Trails parallel the
Monongahela River and offer glimpses
of native flora and fauna, migratory
birds, river traffic on the Mon and vestiges of the area’s industrial past. The
trail follows a wooded river valley with
many scenic river views, and occasional
waterfalls. An eight-mile paved section
passes Morgantown’s developing Wharf
District, through downtown Morgantown
and into Star City.
Hikers and cyclists will climb 1,000-feet
along the 19-mile Decker’s Creek Trail, that
runs from Hazel Ruby McQuain Riverfront
Park in downtown Morgantown, and up
into Preston County. Mountain waterfalls
tumble over rugged limestone boulders
bordered by thickets of rhododendron,
mountain laurel and towering evergreen.
Paddlers can spend a day on the Upper
Mon Water Trail and explore the 65-mile
water route’s five locks and dams. If more
adventurous activities “float your boat,”
head to Albright in Preston County for a
whitewater run on the Cheat River or Big
Sandy Creek. Spring runs on the Cheat
regularly feature Class IV or V whitewater
– and the 13-mile-long Cheat Canyon offers over 30 rapids rated Class III or better.
It’s an adrenalin-filled race through rapids
with names like Hurl through Decision,
and Big Nasty.
The Cheat drops fifty-feet per mile,
but there are also many calm pools to
catch your breath. Rafters can finish their
trip with a well-earned dip in Swimmers’
Rapids.

Coopers Rock State Forest.
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Fairport Lighthouse & Museum.

The Maverick Coaster at Cedar Point.

A state of perfect balance
Ohio makes great memories this summer

S

ummers in Ohio are undeniably beautiful, with lush
green forests, sparkling lakes
and endless hills. Thrill seekers can begin at one of Ohio’s world-class
theme parks, like Cedar Point, with a
collection of the tallest and fastest roller
coasters on earth.
Cedar Point has 75 rides, including
17 roller coasters, more than any park
in the world. This summer they will
celebrate their 141st anniversary with
WindSeeker, a thrilling new 301-foot-tall
swing ride located on Cedar Point Beach.
The $5-million ride offers breathtaking
views as riders spin nearly 30 stories above
Cedar Point and Lake Erie in open two-

passenger swings with their feet dangling
in the breeze! As the ride spins higher and
higher, the swings go faster, until they
reach 30 mph at the top of the tower. The
earth becomes a blur as you find yourself
spinning at a wild, 45-degree angle, nearly
300 feet high! Then you descend with a
26-story freefall at 64 mph.
Pink’s Hot Dogs, a Hollywood legend
for more than 70 years, will open its first
franchise east of Las Vegas on the Cedar
Point Midway. Pink’s is world-famous for
its gourmet hot dogs, chili dogs, onion
rings and fresh toppings.
Located on a scenic peninsula along the
shore of Lake Erie, Cedar Point is home to
a record-breaking collection of 75 rides,
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including 17 roller coasters, four of which
have held the title of “World’s Tallest and
Fastest Roller Coaster Ever Built.”
The 310-foot-tall Millennium Force roller
coaster was recently selected as the “Best
Steel Roller Coaster in the World!” Millennium Force was the first “giga-coaster,” the
first to cross the 300-foot-tall threshold.
It takes thrill-seekers on an incredible
93-mph journey over 1-mile of track.
Top Thrill Dragster is a coaster of epic
proportions going from zero to 120 mph
in just 4-seconds, over 2,800 feet of track
and a twisting first drop at an imposing
90-degree angle. This colossal coaster
is known as a “strata-coaster” for its
monumental height and world-recordbreaking dimensions. It was the first
coaster to break the towering 400-foottall milestone.
Maverick is one of the wildest coasters
on the planet, taking riders on multiple terrain-hugging thrills along the
4,450-foot-long course. The train climbs
to the top of the 105-foot-tall first hill and
from there — it’s not straight down —
it’s more than straight down! Passengers
plummet down to earth at an astonishing 95-degree angle to within five feet
of the ground!

Cedar Point impressive roster of rides
also includes the 240-foot-tall Power
Tower and MaXair, a delirium inducing
giant Frisbee that swings passengers back
and forth in a seemingly out-of-control
pendulum motion.
The theme park also offers a variety
of award-winning live shows, themed
children’s areas, special attractions, eateries serving sumptuous meals and treats
and gift shops offering a wide array of
souvenirs and memorabilia. Plus, Snoopy
and the Gang visit every day! Everyone
Loves Snoopy features America’s favorite
beagle and his friends in a high-energy
ice skating show!
For entertainment of a different kind,
skateboarders, rollerbladers and dancers
go airborne in the All Wheels Extreme
stunt show that returns to the Extreme
Sports Stadium.
Geauga Lake’s Wildwater Kingdom is a
20-acre waterpark filled with palm trees,
cool breezes, flowing water and a 10-story
water slide complex! Wildwater Kingdom
offers you the feeling of a tropical paradise
and the excitement of white water rafting
all in one place!
Anglers refer to Lake Erie as the Walleye
Capital of the World for good reason. Each

year they reel in more than 3-million walleye. Port Clinton is Ohio’s gateway to Lake
Erie and the Islands. South Bass, Middle
Bass and Kelleys Island are unspoiled
waterfront playgrounds with breathtaking beaches, spectacular views and rosy
summer sunsets. On South Bass Island,
you’ll find Put-in-Bay, a Victorian-looking
village with a block party atmosphere.
Main Street is a medley of nightclubs,
restaurants and boutiques.
Northeast Ohio’s Lake County offers
soothing coastal vistas with calming, Lake
Erie breezes, and a surprising “New England” ambiance. Cleveland’s neighbor is
set in one of the largest concentrations of
wineries in Ohio, more than 20 will offer
samples during Vintage Ohio, taking place
August 5 & 6, 2011 at Lake Metroparks
Farmpark. This festival of wine also
features arts and crafts, demonstrations,
music, and food. Named one of 10 great
locations to dig up old dirt on farming by
USA Today, Farmpark is a family oriented
science and cultural center devoted to
agriculture, farming, and country life.
Fairport Harbor, located 30 miles east
of Cleveland on the shores of Lake Erie,
is a timeless village rich in history and
attractions including Fairport Harbor

Grove City Balloons-n-Tunes.

Have you ever seen a dinosaur egg?
. . . a green butterfly or sea shells
as large as 24 inches long?

An unforgettable, free exhibit of nature’s spectacular beauty;
hundreds of objects, many dating back millions of years!

World of
Wonders

Coming to Grove City, Ohio in September
to the Grove City Welcome Center and Museum

MARK YOUR CALENDAR NOW!

www.visitgrovecityoh.com
Contact us at answers@visitgrovecityoh.com
Request our E-newsletter

800-539-0405
Like us on Facebook from our web home page
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An Ohio Summer
Marine Museum & Lighthouse.
The Finnish Heritage Museum preserves
Finnish heritage and cultural traditions
through displays of special books, documents, records and artifacts. The museum
is open Wednesdays and Sundays from
1 p.m. to 4 p.m. from Memorial Day
through mid-December.
With 3,500 acres of display gardens,
horticultural collections and nature trails,
Holden Arboretum is one of the largest arboretums in the United States. Home to
flora from all over the world, it features
a variety of trails good for rugged hikes
and gentle walks, as well as cross-country
skiing and dog-walking.
The James A. Garfield National Historical
Site in Mentor, was the home of the 20th
president. Lawnfield features Garfield’s
presidential memorial library and his
private study, as well as many original
furnishings and memorabilia belonging
to the Garfield family
Great natural beauty may draw you to
Ohio, but you’ll want to experience life
in the cities large and small. Cleveland,
the other major city on the lake, rocks
with the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and
Museum. The RainForest at the Cleveland
Metroparks Zoo, is an indoor tropical
paradise teeming with orangutans, fishing cats and free-flying rare birds. It’s the
only place in town that hosts its own
thunderstorms.
Located midway between Cleveland
and Pittsburgh, Youngstown is a unique
blend of college town, historic and cultural center. The Mill Creek Metroparks —
second in size only to New York’s Central
Park, is the region’s crown jewel. The park
is home to Fellows Riverside Gardens,
which includes the Davis Education &
Visitor Center, scenic Lanterman’s Mill,
the Newport Wetlands, as well as Lake
Glacier and Lake Newport. Miles of trails
are great for walking, jogging and biking. The award-winning Gorge Trail is a
breathtakingly beautiful two-mile loop
along Mill Creek. Golfers will be drawn to
the Donald Ross designed South Course.
One of Mahoning County’s most iconic
landmarks, Lanterman’s Mill was built in
1845. Visitors can still feel the rumbling
vibrations of the massive stones as the
various grains are ground. Browse the
gift shop located in the mill to find many
unique items crafted by local artisans.

LESI Cross Ad 4.625x4.75.indd 1
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An Ohio Summer
The Mahoning Valley is home to several
top museum’s including the internationally-known Butler Institute of American Art.
The Butler is the only museum dedicated
exclusively to American Art, with works
spanning a full two centuries.
The Youngstown Historical Center of
Industry & Labor provides a dramatic
overview of the impact of the iron and
steel industry on Youngstown and the
Mahoning Valley. Designed by noted
architect Michael Graves, the museums’
exhibits combine artifacts, videotaped
interviews and full-scale recreations of
where steelworkers lived and worked.
The Travelodge Lima is an award winning property ideal for the business or the
leisure traveler. A newly remodeled lobby
is very welcoming and the staff is courteous and helpful. The pet friendly property
features amenities like a free hot breakfast,
including waffles, pastries, sausage and
gravy, free high speed wireless Internet
access, Cable TV with Premium Channels,
coffee maker and refrigerators in all rooms
and a golf course nearby. Guestrooms are
ultra clean, with a nice sitting area, really

comfortable beds, great pillows and new
furniture. The Neil Armstrong Museum is
about 10 miles away and the East Gate
Shopping Center is just down the road.
People like to say “Columbus is America!” Vibrant and alive, Ohio’s capital city
is known for its unique style: an uncommon blend of neighborhoods, including
The Short North arts and entertainment
district, and hip and historic German
Village. Located just south of downtown,
German Village, is known for its striking architecture and impeccably preserved brick
homes and streets. There are many lovely
gardens and parks sprinkled throughout
the pedestrian-friendly 233-acre district,
including pastoral Schiller Park.
A dynamic duo of the best science
museum and the best zoo in the nation
help ensure that visitors to Columbus
this summer will have an unforgettable
experience. COSI is Columbus’ hands-on
science center with more than 100,000
square feet of exhibit space.
At COSI you will find endless opportunities to explore real science and discover
real possibilities for yourself and the world
around you.
COSI brings science to life with more
than 300 interactive exhibits throughout

our discovery-based and themed exhibition areas — Ocean, Space, Gadgets, Life,
little kidspace®, WOSU@COSI, Progress,
Big Science Park and their new Innovation
Showcase. The exhibition areas provide
experiences for all age levels to creatively
combine science facts and learning
through play.
Beyond the exhibits, you’ll find COSI’s
hair-raising Electrostatic Generator Show,
the only High-Wire Unicycle in the
country, a seven-story Extreme Screen
theater, a Science 2Go! retail store and
the Atomicafe’ restaurant. COSI also
hosts world-class traveling exhibitions
throughout the year.
The Columbus Zoo and Aquarium is a
world of adventure that does a world
of good. The zoo is home to more than
8,800 animals representing 650 species
from around the globe.
Watch a polar bear swim above your
head, meet the world famous gorilla family, say “G-Day” to the koalas, ponder the
giant pachyderms and be amazed by the
manatees. The zoo provides more than
$1 million annually to support over 70
conservation projects worldwide. A recreation and education destination that
includes the 22-acre Zoombezi Bay water

Stay close to adventure

SM

Lima, OH

Grove City, OH

Mansfield, OH

Sharonville, OH

805 S. Leonard Ave.
Lima, OH 45804

4029 Marlane Drive
Grove City, OH 43123

90 West Hanley Road
Mansfield, OH 44903

11171 Dowlin Drive
Sharonville, OH 45241

(419) 227-2221

(614) 991-5301

(419) 756-7600

(513) 772-4114

Free Bear Bites® Breakfast – Free High Speed Internet –

Ask for LRO to receive up to 30% off of the RACK Rate.*
travelodge.com 1.800.578.7878
*Restrictions apply see Travelodge.com for details.

TL-Crossings(Co-Op Ohio)_Spring2011_Ad.indd 1

©2011 Travelodge Hotels, Inc. All Travelodge Hotels are independently owned and operated.
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An Ohio Summer
park and 18-hole Safari Golf Club, the
Columbus Zoo and Aquarium was named
the number one zoo in America by USA
Travel Guide.
Zoombezi Bay is a combination water/
amusement park that is part of the Columbus Zoo and Aquarium. Open from
Memorial Day to Labor Day. Spend your
summer swimming through Central
Ohio’s newest 22.7-acre water park!
Experience the thrill of speeding down
15 water slides, the adrenaline rush of
riding the wave pool, the calm of the
lazy river, the laughter of children at the
kiddy play pool and more. Zoombezi Bay
day admission and season passes are also
valid for entry into the Columbus Zoo
and Aquarium and the new Jungle Jack’s
Landing featuring dry-rides designed for
the land animal in you.
Columbus Commons is a brand new
6-acre pedestrian-friendly gathering space
featuring a grassy park with walking paths
and a covered stage all surrounded by
flower beds and trees. The project is being built on the site of the former City

Center mall in Downtown Columbus
and over time, Columbus Commons will
transform into a full fledged neighborhood consisting of multi-story buildings
with residential units above street-level
retail, office buildings and entertainment venues, as well as a return to more
pedestrian-friendly streets.
Grove City may be your best stopover
when visiting Columbus or Central
Ohio. Located just eight miles southwest
of Ohio’s capital city, on I-71 Exit 100,
it offers a pastoral, peaceful, low stress
alternative for people who crave big city
attractions and small town charm. Grove
City has over 1,100 clean, comfortable
and affordable hotel rooms and over 51
places to dine all within one mile of the
hotels. Information about hotel specials
and other area attractions is available at
visitgrovecityoh.com.
A dinosaur egg from China and hundreds of other rare and unusual items; a
hot air balloon festival with a night glow;
and an international model jet aircraft
show with planes hitting speeds of 200
mph are three reasons to include Grove
City in your weekend travel plans.
Balloons-n-Tunes hot air balloon festival

will be held Friday and Saturday, Aug. 2627 at Beulah Park, 3811 Southwest Blvd.
Watch for Beulah Park directional signs on
I-270 at Exit 2. This is a great opportunity
to experience hot air ballooning up close
and at the same time interact with the
pilots and crew members.
The event also includes tethered balloon rides, daily ascensions, various
attractions and the popular night glow.
Don’t forget a camera. Please be mindful
that weather, especially wind, can impact
the launch of balloons.
The World of Wonders will showcase
an unforgettable, free exhibit of nature’s
spectacular beauty at the Grove City
Welcome Center throughout September.
The exhibit also features hundreds of
items housed in several locations in the
Grove City Town Center. See a dinosaur
egg from China, a green butterfly from
the tropics, or 24-inch sea shells that are
within inches of the world record size.
E-Jets International is a large scale model
jet air show featuring remote controlled
aircraft flying at speeds of 200 mph. The
aircraft, some with wing spans over eight
feet, will compete in aerial maneuvers
and high speed competitions.

Ohio Travel Section Advertiser Index
Cedar Point							

419-627-2106

Columbus CVB 						

800-354-2657

Grove City Area Visitors Bureau			

800-539-0405
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440-975-1234

Lake Erie Shores & Islands				

800-255-3743

Mahoning County CVB					
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888-913-6446
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800-362-6474
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You can find it all in Wayne County
Shop for new-tiques in Ohio’s Gateway to Amish Country

T

he rural charm of Wayne
County’s rolling hills, lush
woods, and scenic farmland
is only just the beginning.
Known as Ohio’s “Gateway to Amish
Country,” Wayne and the surrounding
counties are home to the world’s largest
Amish population.
Amish farms, one-room school houses
and their distinct black horse-drawn buggies are familiar sights. Known for their
peaceful ways and timeless lifestyle, a
large number of shops and stores feature
authentic Amish products, from food to
fine wood furniture and quilts. Amishstyle restaurants feature authentic home
cooked meals, including noodles, apple
fritters, and deep dish fruit pies.
A surprising number of world-renowned companies call Wayne County
home, including The J.M. Smucker
Company, Wooster Brush Company,
and The Cat’s Meow Village, creators of
the popular two-dimensional wooden
collectibles. Shop at one-of-a-kind retail

stores such as Lehman’ Hardware, P.
Graham Dunn Gallery, Simply Smuckers,
Everything Rubbermaid, and The Cat’s
Meow MarketPlace.
Wayne County takes its name from
“Mad” Anthony Wayne, a revolutionary
war colleague of George Washington’s,
who distinguished himself during the
War of Independence.
The region is rich with natural wonders.
From an old-growth forest to rolling
country roads, outdoor lovers will find
plenty to engage them. Brown’s Lake
Bog, a national landmark, is the site of a
kettle hole lake formed by glaciers over
13,000-years ago. The bog is also home
to dozens of rare species and a boardwalk
trail is ideal for hikers.
Wooster Memorial Park is known for
its beautiful wooded, steep ravines and
scenic Rathburn Run. Four loop trails can
be hiked on over five miles of earthen
trails. The 254-acre park is located west
of Wooster. The Sippo Valley Rail-Trail offers breathtaking views of eastern Wayne

Wander the Wonders
of

County on the 9.5-mile paved trail that
includes bridges and an equestrian trail.
If you think it isn’t made any more,
check with Lehman’s before you give up.
Founded by Jay Lehman in 1955 to
serve the local Amish and others without
electricity, Lehman’s ships old-fashioned,
high-quality merchandise all over the
world.
Because of their attention to historical authenticity, not only do historical
museums and re-enactment groups purchase their products, but Hollywood has
also caught on. Virtually every big name
Hollywood production set in the 19th
century buys their props from Lehman’s.
Cold Mountain with Nichole Kidman;
Open Range with Kevin Costner; Pirates of
the Caribbean with Johnny Depp, have all
featured Lehman’s products.
Where else are you going to find
brand-new, historically accurate tools,
appliances, kitchenware and toys from
the Civil War era? Back then, of course,
they weren’t even antiques.

Lehman’s, Kidron
888.438.5346
www.Lehmans.com
P. Graham Dunn, Dalton
866.922.0306
www.pgrahamdunn.com

Ohio

The J.M. Smucker Company
Store and Cafe, Orrville
330.684.1500
www.smuckers.com
Secrest Arboretum
& Gardens, Wooster
330.464.2148
www.secrest.osu.edu
Hampton Inn, Wooster
330.345.4424
www.wooster.hamptoninn.com
Hilton Garden Inn, Wooster
330.202.7701
www.wooster.stayhgi.com
The Cat’s Meow Village, Wooster
888.353.3744
www.catsmeow.com
Shisler Conference Center,
The Ohio State University, Wooster
330.287.1486
www.shislercenter.com
Ohio Light Opera Resident
Professional Company of the College
of Wooster, Wooster
330.263.2345 • www.ohiolightopera.org
Downtown Wooster
330.262.6222
www.mainstreetwooster.org

To discover what you’ve been missing,

Shisler’s Cheese House, Orrville
330.682.2105
www.cheesehouse.com

visit www.waynecountycvb.org
800.362.6474 l 428 W. Liberty St. l Wooster, OH 44691
2010 WCCVB

026 12011
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The historic Athenaeum Hotel.

This summer at Chautauqua
A place for self discovery and renewal

E

ach summer, the Chautauqua
Institution comes alive with a
unique mix of fine and performing arts, lectures, interfaith
worship and programs, and recreational
activities. Over the course of nine weeks—
from June 25 through August 28—more
than 170,000 visitors will participate in
programs, classes and community events
for all ages—all within the beautiful setting of a historic lakeside village.
Chautauqua’s natural beauty, rich
history and engaging programs—only
a short drive away from southern Ontario—provide a perfect destination for
an overnight stay.
Begin your visit with a historic tour of
the grounds, learning about the founding of Chautauqua in 1874—originally
the Chautauqua Lake Sunday School
Assembly—as an educational experiment
in out-of-school, vacation learning. View
charming Victorian cottages, gardens,
quaint shops and public buildings representative of the City Beautiful movement.
Discover the 5,000-seat Amphitheater
where Franklin Delano Roosevelt gave his
“I Hate War” speech, and where today’s
leading scientists, authors, educators
and experts speak on the issues facing
our world.
Chautauqua’s morning lecture platform is its signature program. Presented
at 10:45 a.m. every weekday the lectures
attract more than 3,000 people to the
Amphitheater to hear experts deliver a

keynote address based on a weekly theme
ranging from domestic and foreign policy
to science and ethics to arts and culture.
In 2011, the platform welcomes political
analyst David Gergen on “Government
and the Search for the Common Good”;
former director general of MI-5 Stella
Rimington on “Technology, Espionage
and Alliances,” in partnership with the
International Spy Museum; NPR correspondent Susan Stamberg making “A Case
for the Arts”; and Pulitzer Prize-winning
historian Gordon S. Wood on “The Path
to the Civil War,” part of a weeklong
partnership with Colonial Williamsburg
and the National Museum of African
American History and Culture.
Afternoons at Chautauqua may include
a chamber music concert, theater performance at Bratton Theater, interfaith
lecture in the Hall of Philosophy, or a visit
to two recently renovated gallery spaces
featuring contemporary and traditional
exhibitions.
Head outdoors and play 36 holes at
Chautauqua Golf Club, home to two
4-star rated courses, one designed by
Donald Ross. Play tennis day and night at
the Chautauqua Tennis Center, or explore
Chautauqua Lake by sailboat or kayak, at
Chautauqua Sports Club.
Enjoy a gourmet lunch or dinner in the
dining room of the Athenaeum Hotel, a
Victorian treasure on the grounds that
has served guests in style since 1881.
Poised on a tree-shaded hill overlooking
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Chautauqua Lake, the Athenaeum operates on the American Plan. The daily
room rate includes three meals—full or
continental breakfast, grand buffet lunch
and a five-course dinner. The centrally
located hotel provides the perfect accommodations for the first-time visitor.
In the evening, return to the Amphitheater for one of 21 performances by
the Chautauqua Symphony Orchestra, featuring renowned guest conductors and
soloists. Chautauqua Opera Company,
the oldest summer opera company in
the United States, presents Verdi’s Luisa
Miller in the Amphitheater on Saturday,
July 9. The Chautauqua Dance program,
distinguished by its strong Balanchine
influence, features the North Carolina
Dance Theatre in residence presenting
masterpieces in classical ballet as well as
modern dance and contemporary ballet.
Friday nights at the Amphitheater feature a stellar lineup of popular entertainers, including Natalie Merchant, Alison
Krauss & Union Station, Clint Black, a
capella sensation Straight No Chaser, and
Steve Martin performing with the Steep
Canyon Rangers for “An Evening of Bluegrass and Banjo.” The 2011 Season opens
with two performances by the Mormon
Tabernacle Choir on Saturday, June 25,
and closes with two performances by Bill
Cosby on Saturday, Aug. 27.
There’s always time for family at
Chautauqua, with day camp programs
for children ages 3-15, a Family Entertainment Series featuring singers, acrobats and storytellers, Story Time at the
library, and a number of classes especially
designed for young people.
Staying a week? Register for one of
300 Special Studies classes covering such
topics as photography, yoga, culinary
arts, foreign language and professional
development. The Chautauqua Writers’
Center offers morning and afternoon
workshops for serious writers and readings from published authors.
With more than 2,200 events taking
place during the nine-week season, there
is no such thing as a typical day at Chautauqua. According to historian David
McCullough, “There is no place like it.
No resort. No spa. Not anywhere else in
the country, or anywhere in the world.
It is at once a summer encampment and
a small town, a college campus, an arts
colony, a music festival, a religious retreat
and the village square—and there’s no
place—no place—with anything like
its history.”

arts • education • religion • recreation • arts • education • religion • recreation • arts • education • religion • recreation • arts • education • religion • recreation

E X P ER I EN C E C H AU TAU Q UA
at the Athenaeum Hotel

•

Chautauqua, New York

3 NIGHT PACKAGE • $630 PER PERSON
DOUBLE OCCUPANCY • 2011 Season: June 25 – August 27

Serving guests in style since 1881, the Athenaeum Hotel
offers 155 rooms in a number of styles including luxury
Second Empire-, Victorian- and Mission-themed décor.
Modern amenities provide for a comfortable experience
that is at the heart of the Chautauqua Institution program
and just steps from the Amphitheater, where you will enjoy
daily worship services, morning lectures, the Chautauqua
Symphony Orchestra and popular entertainment. Guests
are welcome to special weekly programming throughout
the season on our porch and in our parlor, which includes
afternoon tea, live entertainment, lectures and discussions.

All-inclusive package:
• Lodging
• Gate and parking passes
• Breakfast, Grand Lunch Buffet and
5-course Gourmet Dinner
• All service charges
• Fitness center and pool access during your stay
A dedicated and friendly staff will assist you and
ensure that all aspects of your vacation from
check-in to check-out are accommodated.
When calling please refer to this PACKAGE CODE: TORJ

Offer based on availability. This offer cannot be used in conjunction with any other promotion or standard discount.
Single occupancy rates and suites available upon request

Call 1.800.821.1881 or visit www.athenaeum-hotel.com for availability and reservations

Capitol Theatre.

RM Classic Car Exhibit.

B Y RENU SAGGAR

This Wheel is Turning
Motoring around Canada’s Classic Car Capital

F

rom fascinating historic treasures and natural wonders to
man-made creations, ChathamKent is always worth the trip.
Where else can you find a Shawnee chief’s
last stand, Uncle Tom’s cabin, an 1860s
oil boomtown and artifacts from the
oldest village in southwestern Ontario?
Birders can meet their fine, feathered
friends at Rondeau and Wheatley Provincial Parks, while some of North America’s
best automotive-themed festivals are
found in Canada’s Classic Car Capital.
The Uncle Tom’s Cabin Historic Site in
Dresden chronicles the story of Rev. Josiah
Henson, the real-life role model for Uncle
Tom in Harriet Beecher Stowe’s Uncle
Tom’s Cabin. Born a slave in Maryland,
Henson and his family escaped to Canada
in 1830 via the Underground Railroad.
Visitors can tour Henson’s home, a
smokehouse, sawmill, the Henson Family
Cemetery and Pioneer Church.

The Buxton National Historic Site & Museum was once one of the final stops on
the Underground Railroad. Today, visitors
can wander through the last standing
schoolhouse built by former slaves, an
1852 log cabin, two churches, a cemetery
and a museum.
On Oct. 5, 1813, American forces led
by William Henry Harrison defeated the
heavily outnumbered British and Native
forces in the historic Battle of the Thames,
killing the warrior Tecumseh.
The charismatic Native American leader
violently opposed America’s westward
expansion into Indian lands and news
of his death helped catapult Harrison
into the presidency. A monument to the
slain chief is located near the battlefield
in Thamesville.
Chatham-Kent offers a number of
sandy beaches along the shallow shorelines of Lake St. Clair, Lake Erie and two
protected bays. Beachcombers can relax
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on Erieau Beach or enjoy a walk along
the narrow pier toward the lighthouse.
Rondeau Provincial Park boasts the region’s longest beach with 14 kilometres
(8 miles) of sand along Lake Erie.
The warm and shallow waters of Mitchell’s Bay make it a popular beach community. Visitors can extend their time
in Mitchell’s Bay with an overnight stay
at a cottage, campground, or motel and
local restaurants serve the day’s catch.
A passion for cars — exotic, antique
or collectible — is what drives Rob Myers. The original founder of RM Auto
Restoration and RM Classic Cars — Myers has transformed his Chatham-based
restoration and auction businesses into
a global leader in the investment-grade
collector car market.
Myers launched his restoration business in 1976 in a single-car garage. By
1980, the company had expanded into
large, dedicated restoration and sales
facility. In 1988, fellow experts Dan
Warrener and Mike Fairbairn became
partners and soon they were consigning so many vehicles to collector car
auctions, they decided to open RM
Auctions in 1991.
Today, RM Auctions is the world’s largest auction house for quality automobiles
with a roster of events in such prestigious
locales as Monterey, California; and
Amelia Island, Florida.
In May 2009, RM cemented its position as the leader in investment-grade
automobiles, selling a 1957 Ferrari 250
Testa Rossa for $12,402,500 — the most
expensive vehicle ever sold at auction.
RM currently holds five of the top ten
— and four of the top five — all time
auction price records for collector cars.
RM has restored some of the rarest
and most important automobiles in the
world. Accolades include an unprecedented “Best in Show” trifecta at Pebble
Beach, Amelia Island, and Meadow Brook
Concours d’Elegance in 2006.
The RM Classic Car Exhibit in nearby
Blenheim, features one of the largest
public exhibits of rare cars in North
America. Knowledgeable guides lead
visitors through the 37,000 sq. ft. facility and a series of viewing windows let
you follow RM’s team of experts as they
painstaking restore classic automobiles.
By applying similar techniques used
in vintage car restoration, Myers — along
with wife Cathy — transformed RetroSuites into Canada’s most unique, boutique
hotel. The hotel, which occupies most

• RM Classic Car Exhibit
• Buxton National Historic
Site & Museum
• Uncle Tom’s Cabin
Historic Site
• Black Mecca Exhibit –
Wish Centre

• Smith & Wilson Estate
Winery
• Rondeau Provincial Park
• Golf at 9 challenging
courses
• Fish on 2 abundant lakes

• Ontario’s newest live
performances venue Chatham Capitol Theatre
• Family friendly festival
and events
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To request a FREE copy of the Travel Guide, please call:
1.800-561.6125 or visit:

www.visitck.ca

Guided tours at Rondeau
Provincial Park

Chatham Capitol
Theatre
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Wine Tasting at
Smith & Wilson Estate Wines

The King William Suite at RetroSuites.

of downtown Chatham’s King William Block, features 29 stylishly appointed and individually themed suites. Be treated like
royalty in the King William Suite. You can relax or hold court
in front of the large fireplace. If you love bold colors, shiny
chrome, and vivid patterns, the Chrome-e-Delic is for you. It
features a spacious sitting area, retro-style wet bar, and a cool,
mid-century Palm Springs type vibe.
Shoppers will find an eclectic mix of boutiques and galleries
in Historic Downtown Chatham. The quaint turn of the century setting welcomes visitors with a rich bounty of Victorian
architecture, cultural treasures, delightful specialty shops and
culinary delights. The Gift Fairy features a huge selection of ladies
wear, and caters to anyone looking for “that special outfit” and
a different flare. Quality lines include Lucia, Renuar, Monari,
DeSentino, Minkas with shoes from Nine West, Kenneth Cole
and Ann Klein. Whether it’s resort, cruise wear or casual or
evening attire, The Gift Fairy’s two on site fashion consultants
will keep you looking “fabulous”.
Remember when we used to get a bag full of penny candy for
10 cents. The Sugar Fix Candy Shop is an old-fashioned candy
store that carries an incredible selection of sugary treats from
around the world, including hard to find British sweets. Enjoy
some of their homemade cotton candy, candy apples, snow
cones (seasonal), caramel apples and candy kebobs.
The newly restored Capitol Theatre is a 1214-seat entertainment venue in the heart of downtown Chatham, Ontario. The
theatre first opened as a movie house in 1930, and has been
magically transformed into a first-rate live entertainment venue.
The theatre features art deco detailing throughout with gilded
décor, opera boxes,and an ornate ceiling.
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Retirees Living the Good Life in Leamington Ontario

B

aby Boomers are entering a
phase in their lives when they
typically want to escape from
urban/suburban centres to the more
relaxed atmosphere of a small town.
And as for where to spend their golden
years, it’s a question on practically
every Baby Boomer’s mind.
Choosing Leamington means you
can have the best of both worlds.
Retire to a small town near a large
city on an international border with
all the amenities, while still having
a more laid back lifestyle. Plus, the
weather is always better in Canada’s
southernmost community.
Named one of the best places to live
in Canada by MoneySense Magazine,
affordable housing, and good community services all make Leamington
a destination well worth exploring.
Leamington offers the services that
you’d expect in a large urban centre,
but in a quiet rural setting. There’s a
superb recreation complex with a wide

range of programming for all ages and a
thriving arts community. There are social
clubs and community service groups of
all kinds, with lots of opportunities for
volunteerism. Those who prefer a more
active lifestyle will find water front parks,
a marina, golf courses and walking trails.
Affordable housing is another big draw.
There are homes, apartments and condos
in all price ranges, in safe, friendly neighbourhoods, close to all needed services

including health care. Leamington
has a full service hospital that’s expanding to include a dialysis unit, a
family health team centre, medical
support services and specialists, plus a
continuum of care for a comfortable,
carefree retirement.
Uptown Leamington offers a pleasing mixture of historic and modern
served up with small town charm. The
Arts Centre located on Talbot Street,
hosts numerous art shows and special
events in a carefully restored heritage
building. In the summer residents stroll
along the Leamington Marina Park/
Waterfront Promenade, surrounded by
flower gardens and hanging baskets.
Leamington offers great access to
nearby cities like Windsor and London,
and is just three hours from Toronto.
The Windsor/Detroit border is only
45-minutes away with easy access to
world-class shopping, sporting events,
entertainment, or even heading south
for the winter.

Leamington, Ontario

www.leamington.ca
For information call: 1-800-250-3336

TL-31 Ad.indd 1
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Grand Haven.

Sloan Museum.

Summer in Michigan

C

onsidering a Michigan vacation getaway? The choices are
almost endless. There is so
much to see and do in the state
that you can take your pick, whether it’s
the sandy shores of Lake Michigan, or a
casual weekend festival.
Established in 1960, the Ann Arbor Street
Art Fair is the original of what is now four
Ann Arbor Art Fairs held concurrently this
July 20-23. Together, the fairs attract over
500,000 attendees from across the nation.
The Street Art Fair is set on North
University Avenue and on the University
of Michigan’s Central Campus, amidst
elegant architecture and beautifully
landscaped pedestrian walkways.
Ann Arbor’s South University Art Fair is
where the past meets the future, and cutting edge creations blend with traditional
styles from local and international artists.
The State Street Area Art Fair combines
the talents of 325 artists with a host of
merchant displays along the vibrant
streets of Ann Arbor’s campus area, while
the Ann Arbor Summer Art Fair is a juried
show features ceramics, painting, jewelry,
sculpture, photography, and much more!

Dunes Top Walk.
B Y RENU SAGGAR
Fair goers can also enjoy lively street
corner entertainment, artists’ demonstrations, children’s activities and the distinctive shops and restaurants of Ann Arbor.
Neighboring Ypsilanti is a progressive
city with a great vibe and a fertile local

ElvisFest.
arts scene. The recipient of a Michigan
Cool Cities Award, locals generally refer
to their town as “Ypsi”. The downtown
area consists of two different districts
“Downtown” and “Depot Town” located
only a few minutes apart.
Bridging the short distance between
them you will find stunning examples

Ann Arbor Street Art Fair.

It starts right after the first drive. The stillness.
Whatever the week brought, gave or took from us, it all goes away.
We’re left with the grass, our friends and a simple game
that remembers why these things are so important.
Tighten up the spikes. Take that practice swing.
And step out onto one of more than 800 courses that whisper, “Quiet please”.
See you on the first tee of Pure Michigan.

.lccvb.org
shop
explore
golf
www

Log on for affordable hotel packages in southeast Michigan!

Tanger Outlet Center and Livingston Antique Outlet

50,000 acres of parks and our local annual festivals

challenging courses, or enjoy a hotel pool or Jacuzzi suite
Request a free visitors
guide at www.lccvb.org
or call us toll-free.

www.lccvb.org 1.800.686.8474 (517) 548.1795 Fax (517) 546.4115
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Michigan
of Ypsilanti’s 19th century prosperity in
the rows of Victorian-era mansions that
overlook Riverside Park. The mansions are
now witness to the multitude of music,
art and sporting events hosted each year
at Riverside including car shows, the
Michigan ElvisFest July 8-9, 2011 and
Ypsilanti Heritage Festival August 19-21.
Over 100 artisans and crafters from the
Ypsilanti/Ann Arbor area and around the
country display their wares.
Whether it’s cooking the perfect steak,
arranging a scavenger hunt for a group of
sixth graders, it’s all in a day’s work for
the Best Western Greenfield Inn. The shell
pink property surrounds guests with its
distinctive Victorian architecture and
old world charm. Located in Allen Park,
directly off Interstate 94 at Exit 206, Oakwood Boulevard it’s just minutes from the
Henry Ford Museum, Greenfield Village,
and Ford Rouge Factory Tour. They are just
9 miles from Detroit’s Metro Airport and
only 15 minutes from downtown Detroit
and Windsor.
Amenities include free high speed Internet access, cable TV, with over 60 channels
and a fitness center will help you stay in
shape on the road. An indoor swimming
pool, will take the edge off any day.
Oddly enough Hell, in Michigan’s
Livingstone County, is a family-friendly
destination. Hell is the ideal stop for anyone that enjoys biking, hiking, canoeing,
and mini golf. While in Hell, you can
mail a signed postcard from the Official
United States Post Office.
Nearby, Howell’s historic downtown is
officially designated a National Historic
District. A variety of shops feature a wonderful assortment of goods, including,
clothing, antiques, home décor, specialty
items, a winery and more. Shoppers can
also browse in over 80 brand name outlets
at Tanger Outlet Center in Howell.
Located in the heart of Brighton’s
vibrant downtown, the Imagination Station is a 10,000-square-foot playground.
A series of wooden play structures create
a fantasy child-size play area.
Petoskey is located on the shores of Lake
Michigan’s beautiful Little Traverse Bay in
northwest lower Michigan. Long a resort
area, Petoskey is known for its fresh air,
spectacular beauty and, of course, Michigan’s state stone, the Petoskey Stone. Made
of fossilized coral they can be found along
the shore of Lake Michigan each spring.
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History buffs will love the historic architecture of Petoskey
and its neighbor, the Bay View Association — an area so unique
that the entire community has been declared a National Historic
Landmark. Little Traverse History Museum, includes exhibits that
feature Ernest Hemingway’s life in Michigan.
Grand Haven, is one of Michigan’s best known family destinations with a gorgeous beach as far as the eye can see on
the shores of Lake Michigan and the Grand River. A 2.5 mile
Boardwalk runs along the harbor, which is lined with shops,
restaurants, marinas, and fishing boats.
The World’s Largest Musical Fountain is an engineering marvel
built in 1962. The fountain pumps over 90,000 gallons of water
with a synchronized display of water, lights and music during
a typical performance.
Marquette County on the south shore of Lake Superior, is
located in the north-central region of Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. The area is known for its friendly people, unrivaled scenic
beauty and rich heritage. Natural attractions include plunging
waterfalls, lighthouses, hiking trails, Sugar Loaf Mountain, and
Little Presque Isle State Recreation Area.
The Marquette Maritime Museum is located in a stately, Richardsonian Romanesque style building and features the finest
collection of lighthouse lenses anywhere in the Great Lakes.
This summer, the museum is teaming up with a group of local
sponsors to bring in two Tall Ships, Pride of Baltimore II and
Lynx America’s Privateer, July 22 - 24, 2011.
The 157 ft. long Pride of Baltimore II is the world’s most
traveled schooner. A reproduction 1812 era Baltimore Clipper
Privateer, the original “Pride” served during the War of 1812.
Lynx America’s Privateer is an interpretation of another Pri-
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Michigan

P e t o s k e y

vateer or Naval Schooner from the War
of 1812. For you movie buffs, this vessel
was utilized to train the cast and crew of
the hit movie “Pirates of the Caribbean”.
Flint’s Sloan*Longway is comprised of
the Buick Automotive Gallery, Longway
Planetarium and Sloan Museum. Visitors
can relax over a Coke in a 1940s soda
fountain, or pose for a photograph behind
the wheel of the Museum’s climb-on car, a
1917 Buick Touring. Explore 100 years of
Chevy in gallery’s new exhibit Chevrolet:
Yesterday and Today, running through
Spring 2012. The exhibit will thrill car
aficionados and history buffs.
The museum is marking the centennial
of one of America’s best loved nameplates
with 100 Years of Chevrolet, May 28 – Sept
4, 2011, with three unforgettable exhibits.
See legendary sports and performance cars
at Chevrolet’s Hot Performance & Race Cars,
May 28–June 27; Chevrolet’s Engineering
Edge, July 2–31, 2011; and some of the
coolest Chevys at Chevrolet’s Custom
Cruising & Hot Rod Cars, August 6–Sept. 4.
It’s a great opportunity to enjoy all your
favorite Chevrolets.
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Come to a place where special

moments can be shared and
lifelong memories created.
Free Vacation Guide
PetoskeyArea.com 800.845.2828
u
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Take a gamble on the Soo
Michigan’s first city is always a good bet

S

ay ya to da UP, eh?” This is the
Upper Peninsula’s answer to
the state tourism office’s slogan
“Say Yes to Michigan!” Yoopers
(inhabitants of Upper Michigan) have an
accent most Canadians would be at home
with, embellishing their conversations
with an “eh” that turns a statement into
a question mark.
The residents of Sault Ste. Marie Michigan not only share their accent, they
share the name of their town with their
Canadian neighbours across the St. Marys
River, which connects Lake Superior to
Lake Huron. Pass through the gates of Soo
Locks Park and come face to face with 155
years of maritime history. The two active
Locks, handle an average of 10,000 vessel
passages per year, which means visitors are
almost certain to get a glimpse of one of
the many ships that ply the Great Lakes.
But there’s more to do than just watch
the freighters, barges, and tugboats as they
navigate the 21-foot drop between Lake
Superior and Lake Huron. The story of the
Soo Locks is a fascinating history lesson
that comes alive in the Soo Locks Visitors
Center. A few steps from the water’s edge,
is a serene park with shady grass, defined
walkways, and manicured gardens.

The 318 room Kewadin Casino & Resort in Sault
Ste. Marie Michigan.

Summer months bring a certain artistic
flair to the Soo Locks, with a weekly free
concert at the eastern end of the park.
The annual series features a variety of
music groups and entertainers.
Soaring 210 feet above Sault Ste. Marie
and the Soo Locks, the Tower of History has
spectacular views of the world’s busiest
inland shipping channel and the Museum
Ship Valley Camp. The 550 foot-long retired ore carrier features displays that will
educate and entertain the entire family.
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Experience the Soo Locks firsthand
aboard Soo Locks Tours. Take a two-hour
narrated harbor tour and “lock through”
the American and Canadian Locks. Ride
alongside the immense freighters and
enjoy a unique view of the International
Bridge, Edison Sault Hydro-Electric Plant,
and many more waterfront attractions
in Michigan, and Ontario. Each of the
five tour vessels has enclosed climatecontrolled lower decks, covered open-air
upper decks, restrooms and snack bars.
The Great Lakes Shipwreck Museum
is dedicated to the perils of maritime
transport on the Great Lakes. It is fittingly
located at Whitefish Point, site of the oldest
active lighthouse on Lake Superior, and
just 17-miles from where the Edmund
Fitzgerald was lost with her crew of 29
men in 1975. The story was immortalized
by folksinger Gordon Lightfoot with his
1976 ballad, “The Wreck of the Edmund
Fitzgerald.”
The Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa
Indians made their homes near the rapids
for more than 500 years. In 1984, the
Tribe’s opened Kewadin Casinos, which
grew from one to five casinos, and 15
non-gaming enterprises, making the Tribe
the Upper Peninsula’s largest employer.
Wherever you are in Michigan’s Upper
Peninsula you’re never far from a Kewadin Casino. Locations include Sault Ste.
Marie, St. Ignace, Manistique, Christmas,
and Hessel. Kewadin offers a variety of
on-site amenities, entertainment venues,
dining options, convention facilities, and
exciting Las Vegas style gaming action,
including more than 2000 slots, and your
favorite table games, including Poker,
Keno, Craps, Blackjack, and Roulette.
In Sault Ste. Marie, an on site 318-room
hotel includes an indoor pool, spa and
fitness center. Valet parking, free parking,
a hotel shuttle, and the 260 seat Dream
Catchers Restaurant are just a few of the
amenities. Dream Catchers offers a full
menu along with a salad bar and buffet.
On Friday and Saturday nights, enjoy our
Land and Seafood Buffet, which features
fresh crab legs and prime rib.
Enjoy extraordinary entertainment in a
state of the art 1,500-seat DreamMaker’s
Theater. Kewadin has hosted some of the
biggest acts in the industry, including
country legends Loretta Lynn, and Keith
Urban. This summer Styx takes the stage
on June 30, while REO Speedwagon will be
performing on July 21. This year marks the
30th Anniversary of their chart-topping
album Hi Infidelity.

Be our guest and explore the dynamic
combination of world-class attractions,
exciting events, natural wonders, and more
awaiting you in Sault Ste. Marie.
Experience Upper Penninsula
hospitality, where you will make friends in
every restaurant, every store, and every
motel. That hospitality begins here, where
you’ll find an open invitation to Michigan’s
Oldest city and all the information you need
to begin planning the trip of a lifetime.
Sault Ste. Marie. The place where
Michigan was born.

www.saultstemarie.com
info@saultstemarie.com
906-632-3366 800-MI-SAULT

You’re in Kewadin Country.

The U.P. = Kewadin Country. Kewadin’s five unique properties are located all
throughout Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, each offering thrilling gaming action
coupled with the friendliness and easy-going vibe of the region. Whether you’re
in the mood for some thrilling gaming action, tastes of the region, or just a friendly
place to relax with friends, you’ll find it all in Kewadin Country. Do yourself a
favor and make tracks for Kewadin Casinos. You won’t be disappointed.

There’s no place like Kewadin.
1-800-KEWADIN | www.kewadin.com
Follow us on
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Martin Lacasse

• Mural Themes for Every Room
• Canvas Commissions
• Commercial / Residential
Office: (519) 944-1633
Cell: (519) 971-4580
E-mail: mjglacasse@hotmail.com
martinlacasse.com

Martin Lacasse

• Mural Themes for Every Room
• Canvas Commissions
• Commercial / Residential
Office: (519) 944-1633
Cell: (519) 971-4580
E-mail: mjglacasse@hotmail.com
martinlacasse.com
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METRO DETROIT — YOUR SUMMER SHOPPING SANCTUARY.

SUMMER SAVINGS

Up
Detroit

heat

in

METRO

SIDEWALK SALES, SAVINGS AND SMILES START IN THE D.

There’s nothing hotter than a sizzling summer shopping spree in The D. Caravan
with your family or friends for a weekend of fashion and fun in metro Detroit.
Spice up your wardrobe without burning a hole in your wallet. Bask in savings and
sunshine at an outdoor mall or hop from sidewalk sale to sidewalk sale in one of
our quaint downtowns. Cool down in any of our upscale shopping centers or
outlet malls, where you’ll easily find the hottest trends. Pamper yourself by
relaxing at a top-notch hotel or world-class spa and enjoy everything The D has
to offer — from delicious dining to dancing, gaming and a show.
Be sure to check out visitdetroit.com for summer savings now.
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B Y PARKER ZONE

The Ellicottville Town Hall.

The Enchanted Mountains
Paradise found in New York State

C

attaraugus County is a peaceful oasis for people who enjoy
nature. The name comes from
a Seneca Indian word meaning “bad smelling banks,” referring to the
odor of natural gas which leaked from
seams in rock formations.
Located in Western New York along the
Pennsylvania border, Cattaraugus County
is home to Salamanca the only city in the
nation on Native American lands. The
Seneca Indian Nation, a branch of the
Iroquois, has a proud history which is
on view at the Seneca-Iroquois National
Museum.
The southern part of the county is
the only area of western New York that
was not covered by the last ice age and
the terrain is noticeably more rugged
than neighboring areas, which had their
mountains rounded by the glaciers.
With 65,000 acres, Allegany State Park
is the largest park in the New York State
Park System. Open year round the park
offers 18 hiking trails, 3 of which have
been developed as self-guided nature
trails. Visitors can cycle along the 5.6
miles of paved trails, which includes 3.1
miles around Red House Lake.
Griffis Sculpture Park is a 400-acre private
park which combines nature and art all
in one place! Visitors can picnic and hike
amidst more than 200 colossal sculptures.
You can enjoy most winter sports right

here, cross-country ski or snowshoe on
the 35-miles of trails at the Art Roscoe
Recreation Area or Holimont, with 50
downhill trails spreading throughout 140
acres of terrain.
The Holiday Valley Mountain Resort
is New York’s largest ski resort with
challenging skiing and snowboarding.
Summer visitors will find an 18 hole
golf course, mountain biking trails and
a 3-pool complex. This June, they are
opening a brand new Aerial Adventure
Park and a Mountain Coaster, which will
open later in the summer. The Aerial Park
is a series of platforms and “bridges” to
be built in a 4 acre section of the woods

adjacent to the Tannenbaum slope. The
wooden platforms are built in the trees
and the bridges connect the platforms.
Bridges may be logs, hanging chunks of
wood, loops of rope or other options and
the challenge is to figure out how to get
across to the next platform. A successful
crossing is not a strength issue; it is more
strategy and balance. There are different
levels of difficulty and the more difficult
the course, the higher up it is in the trees.
Some courses have zip lines between areas.
All participants wear a harness that has
a special locking lanyard that safeguards
them from falling if they slip or let go.
Lodging is available on the slopes and
golf course and in nearby Ellicottville,
a quaint village with shops, restaurants
and an exciting night life.
In the western portion of the region
you will find the Old Order Amish. These
folks still live without electricity or any of
modern conveniences. You can stop at
their shops and purchase quilts, furniture
or baked goods any day except Sunday.
Rafting and Kayaking are two of the
region’s biggest attractions. The 54-mile
paddle on the Allegheny River has no
dams and can be made without interruption at sufficient water heights.
You don’t have to go to Las Vegas to
enjoy world-class gaming, dining and
entertainment. The Seneca Allegany Casino
offers state-of-the-art slot machines and
your favorite table games.
Rock City Park is one of the great
natural wonders of the United States.
The natural rock formations are made up
of a prehistoric ocean floor called ocean
spar. Quartz from the mountains settled
in the sand and mud and after millions
of years it formed into a natural concrete,
also called puddingstone.

Allegany State Park.
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The

Enchanted Mountains
of

Cattaraugus County in Western New York

Enjoy a wEEkEnd gEtaway

sky high advEnturE park

in EllicottvillE July 1- 3, plan a trip to attEnd
thE rodEo, thE summEr musiC FEstival,
griFFis sCulpturE park and to tEst your
skills in thE trEE tops on thE platforms and
bridgEs of thE nEw sky high advEnturE park
at holiday vallEy! chEck our wEbsitE for a
listing of a widE variEty of accommodations.

loCatEd at holiday vallEy rEsort in ElliCottvillE
opEning may 21, 2011

griFFis sCulpturE park

STAY

Check our website for a listing of a
wonderful variety of accommodations
for you to choose from to turn your visit
into an overnight stay!

Ellicottville Championship Rodeo
July 1 - 3
Hiking, Biking, Swimming, Fishing, Horseback Riding,
Picnicking and more at allEgany statE park!
For outdoor adventure, hike at roCk City park, in
Olean, where you walk on, around, and through huge
rocks! or walk through the old growth forests at pFEiFFEr
naturE CEntEr in portvillE.
Check for updated listings, events and activities on our
website; or call for more information.

Call For a FrEE map oF ny’s amish trail!

B Y GAIL MERO-O’NEIL

Love Italian Style

W

hether it’s tossing a coin
into the Trevi Fountain, or
retrieving a fallen gardenia
in Piazza San Marco, Italy
is all about romance. And love, Italian
style takes any number of forms. No
other place melds the sunny splendors
of the “Bel Paese” (beautiful country).
For some it’s the three millennia of art
and culture. Others share the Italian zest
for food and wine. Some yearn to sing a
duet with a gondolier.
In Venice board a private motor launch
for a canal cruise past the Byzantine
Basilica, the Doge’s Palace and St. Marks
Square. Napoleon called the Piazza San
Marco “the finest drawing room in Europe,” but how many family rooms can
accommodate 300,000 pigeons? Climb
to the top of the Belltower of St. Mark’s
to the spot where Galileo demonstrated
his telescope for the Doge in 1609.
Spanning the Rio di Palazzo is the
“Bridge of Sighs,” which once connected
the Doge’s prisons with the Inquisitor’s
chambers. Legend has it that the name

was inspired by the sighs of condemned
prisoners. Ride along the Brenta Canal,
where the noble families of Venice erected
elaborate villas that represent the pinnacle of Venetian baroque architecture.
Florence is one of the world’s great
historic cities. The jewel of the Italian
Renaissance is crowned by the Cattedrale
di Santa Maria del Fiore, known locally
as Il Duomo, while Giotto’s 14th century
Campanile is said to be the most beautiful
bell-tower in the world.
Michelangelo’s David stood for centuries in the Piazza Signoria, Florence’s town
hall since 1322. A copy now occupies the
same location, while the original has now
been moved indoors. Boboli Gardens offers
extraordinary views from the towering
belvedere.
San Gimignano, known as “the town
of beautiful towers,” was built on the
ruins of an ancient Etruscan settlement.
Located about 35 miles south of Florence,
E.M. Forster used it as the model for the
fictional town of Monteriano, in his 1905
novel, Where Angels Fear to Tread, while
video gamers will recognize it as the locale
for Assassin’s Creed. Seventy-two medieval
towers once dominated the scenic walled
city, and today fourteen remain standing.
Visitors can climb the Torre Grossa, the

Florence is the capital of the Italian Renaissance.
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Love Italian Style
tallest tower still standing, which looks
over the vineyards of the Elsa Valley.
And all roads still lead to Rome. Primavera is a prime time to walk around
and enjoy sites from the temples and
triumphal arches of the Forum and
Palatine Hill, to Bernini’s Fountain of the
Four Rivers in Piazza Navona. By April,
the parks and gardens are overflowing
with flowers. Once a cardinal’s private
estate Villa Borghese is an oasis of formal
gardens, lakes, and winding pathways in
the middle of the city.
It’s easy to be reminded why Rome
was once the center of the world. The
Baths of Caracalla mark the beginning of
the Appian Way, which is littered with
monuments like the Circus of Maxentius,
or the Catacombs — which once offered
sanctuary to early Christians.
Piazza de Spagna gives way to the
Spanish Steps, perhaps the most romantic
rendezvous in the world. Built in 1725,
the 137 steps culminate at the Church of
Santa Trinita dei Monti.
The Arch of Titus stands watch over the

Forum and offers sweeping views of the
ruins scattered over Palatine hill. Today,
even the plants growing in the cracks of
the Coliseum are treated with the utmost
care. Their seeds were carried in the cages
of lions brought to Rome 2,000 years ago.
The Capitoline Hill or Campidoglio
is the smallest of Rome’s seven hills. A
beautiful staircase leads to the Piazza del
Campidoglio, known as the Cordonata. At
the center of the square is the equestrian
statue of Marcus Aurelius, one Rome’s
most enduring symbols.
Basilica Square is a monumental piazza
wrapped in the embrace of Bernini’s semicircular colonnade and crowned by the
massive dome of St. Peter’s. The perfectly
proportioned interior is filled with relics
and priceless works of art including Michelangelo’s “Pieta” a masterpiece made
even more astonishing by the fact that the
artist completed it at the age of twenty.
The Vatican’s endless corridors house
a vast patrimony of art that would take
a lifetime to examine. By the time they
finish the long walk to the Sistine Chapel, most visitors are hoofing it past Da
Vinci’s and Raphael’s without so much
as a second glance.

The Grand Canal in Venice.
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Savor la dolce vita on the Via Veneto, or
linger over cappuccino in one of Piazza
Navona’s outdoor cafés. Rome’s bestknown 17th century square, resembles
a racetrack, which in ancient times.
Fountains gush and gurgle under Bernini’s
mighty, recumbent gods, while couples
make beautiful music together in the city
that gave romance its name.

The Trevi Fountain.

three coins in the fountain

Legend has it that if you toss a coin into the
Trevi Fountain, you will return to Rome.
Tossing two coins will lead to a new romance,
and three will ensure either a marriage or
divorce. Approximately $4,000 is thrown into
the fountain each day and the funds used to
subsidize a supermarket for Rome’s needy.

B Y RENU SAGGAR

The Year of India in Canada
Canada is having an Indian summer in 2011

I

ndia is the world’s sixth largest
country and, with almost a billion inhabitants, one of its most
populous. It is a multi-textured,

many layered land woven with myriad
threads. It is mesmerizing landscape of
history, art, culture, color and sound.
When E. M. Forster wrote A Passage to
India in the 1920s, he noted that there
are “a hundred Indias” and there are.
Not everyone can travel to India but
this summer, Canadians will be lucky
enough to experience India right in
their own backyards. The Year of India
in Canada 2011 will highlight India’s
culture, traditions and diversity and
celebrate the contributions of the Indian
Diaspora to Canadian society. It will also
offer Canadians the opportunity to learn
about the culture of India, richness of its
art of music and dance, to taste Indian
food and travelling to India.
On March 04, Prime Minister Stephen
Harper participated in the launch the
event along with Shashishekhar M.
Gavai, High Commissioner of India to

Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper kicks
off “The Year India in Canada” on March 4th.

Canada. “This Year will provide an excellent opportunity to showcase India’s
colourful culture and traditions, while
strengthening connections between our
two countries,” noted the Prime Minister.
Organized by the High Commission
of India in Ottawa, the Year of India
will feature cultural and artistic events
across the country, including musical
and theatrical performances, as well as
literary gatherings, book fairs, business
meetings and children’s events.
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The Indo-Canadian community is
nearly one-million strong, and plays a
vital role in Canada’s economic and cultural landscape. The list of venues include
luxury hotels and some of the finest concert auditoriums in the country. Canada is
ranked the fifth-most important source of
inbound tourists and 221,000 Canadians
visited the country in 2009. A whopping
majority would recommend the destination and would visit India again.
Major players in the travel and tourism industry from India, as well as from
Canada, will showcase their products
and services in fifteen major cities across
the country. Visitors to will have an opportunity to sample culinary traditions
from all different regions of India. Savor
chapattis or rice with dal (lentil curry)
from the north, or the dosa a crisp salty
pancake often stuffed with potatoes from
the south. In Kerala seafood is simmered
in coconut milk.
Shop for Indian clothes, music, books,
and magazines to and more in the
travelling bazaar. As celebrations of the
celebrations, a Bollywood music and
dance event is being for Toronto, with
Bollywood celebrities and performers
expected to perform.
A talented roster of international performers will give Canadians a taste of India’s rich cultural heritage These include
Pandit Tejendra Narayan Majumdar, one
of India’s best-known sarod players, and
Canadian born Dr. Amit Arya, an Indian
classical vocalist and a disciple of the great
Sangeet Martand Pandit Jasraj.
Pandit Ajoy Chakrabarty is considered
to be one of the finest and most versatile
vocalists currently performing in India
today. The most striking aspects of his
music are his huge, stentorian voice and
amazing mastery over diverse forms of
classical, light-classical and even modern
vocal music.
Indian classical dance fans will be
enthralled by Enakshi Das Sinha, the renowned Odissi dancer who now resides
in Windsor. Her performance career
includes major festivals in India, the US,
Canada, Japan, Bangladesh, the UK, and
Thailand. Enakshi’s body movements,
and use of her mudras are two facets of
this talented dancer.
“The Year of India in Canada represents
a unique opportunity to explore Canada’s
rich cultural diversity” added the Prime
Minister “and I encourage all Canadians
to participate in festivities, which will be
taking place across the country.”

A Yearlong Celebration of India
coming to Toronto

www.YearofIndiaInCanada2011.ca

Culture, Da
nce, Music

Come
Participate

Celebrate

July 10th
The Living Arts Centre
4141 Living Arts Drive,
Mississauga

July& 17th

September 10th
Hamazkayin Theatre
(Armenian Community Centre)

50 Hallcrown Place,
Toronto

Travel Seminar &
Session from from
4 PM Onwards
Open for Public
Cultural Event at 6 PM
RSVP:
info@glendonconsulting.com
YearOfIndiaInCanada2011.ca

India Tourism Toronto 1-866-97-India | info@indiatourismcanada.ca
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Bok Tower Gardens.

Go for the roar and more
Lakeland shines in sunny central Florida

C

entrally located between
Tampa and Orlando, Lakeland is just minutes from
major attractions and the
Gulf and Atlantic beaches. Best known
as the winter home of baseball’s Detroit
Tigers, 2011 marked the 75th Anniversary
as the team’s host city. Water sports and
nature viewing abound on the region’s
554 lakes and in 37 and golfers of all
abilities will find plenty of challenges in
the more than 500 holes of golf.
The renowned Polk Museum of Art is filled
with Asian and contemporary paintings,
European and American decorative arts,
as well as an excellent collection of preColumbian and African art.

Stroll through the lush gardens of a
national landmark, Bok Tower Gardens, or
view the world’s largest one site collection of Frank Lloyd Wright architecture.
Celebrate the spirit of adventure at Fantasy of Flight, the world’s largest private
collection of vintage aircraft.
LEGOLAND® Florida opens in October
2011, with more than 50 rides, shows and
attractions. Florida’s newest family theme
park features 150-acre of interactive rides
and shows that include you and those
amazing LEGO® models. Nearly all of
the rides are hands-on, so you can push,
pull, pedal, program, steer, squirt, splash,
crawl, climb, and build your way through
more than 100 acres of non-stop fun.
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Fantasy of Flight captures the wonder
of aviation and the history of those marvelous flying machines. Relive the Wright
Brothers first successful flight or feel the
sensation of a parachute jump. Witness
the drama of a World War I aerial dogfight,
then board a real B-17 Flying Fortress to
re-enact a flight at 25,000 feet over enemy
territory. A collection of vintage airplanes
includes World War II standouts like the
rare P-51C Mustang and a B-26 Marauder.
If you want to take your Fantasy of
Flight experience to an even higher level,
you can soar over Central Florida in a hot
air balloon, or take a ride in a fully restored
1929 open-cockpit New Standard biplane.
Frank Lloyd Wright came to Lakeland
in 1938 to create a “great educational
temple.” He designed 18 structures for
Florida Southern College to resemble
buildings rising “out of the ground...and
into the sun.” Twelve were built, and you
can admire them on a self-guided tour.
The Frank Lloyd Wright Visitors Center
featuring drawings and furniture.
Bok Tower Gardens is one of famed
landscape architect Frederick Law Olmsted Jr.’s greatest achievements. Tranquil
resting places, shady recesses, picturesque
vistas and expansive splashes of color
create a quiet contemplative setting. The
gardens were constructed between 19221929 by Edward William Bok, a Dutch
immigrant who amassed a fortune as
editor of the Ladies Home Journal.
The centerpiece of the gardens is the
majestic Singing Tower, a 60-bell carillon
set within a 205-foot tall, Gothic Revival
and Art Deco tower The tower sits on
Iron Mountain, one of the highest points
of peninsular Florida, and is constructed
from built of pink and gray marble and
Florida native coquina stone. The tower is
surrounded by a 15-foot moat that serves
as a Koi pond and a habitat for dozens of
species of birds.

if you go, go direct air

Beginning in June, Direct Air will be offering
non-stop jet service to Lakeland Linder Regional Airport. Visitors can fly in from Niagara
Falls, NY, to enjoy the natural beauty and
attractions in Sunny Central Florida. Direct
Air is an indirect air carrier providing public
charter air flights, and offering all-inclusive
vacation, golf, and entertainment packages.
Visit their website at www.visitdirectair.com
to book now and take advantage of their low
fares and non-stop service to Central Florida.
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Every wine has its time
The Lake Erie North Shore Wine Route

L

ake breezes, tree-lined routes
and summer warmth make
the drive along the Lake Erie
North Shore Wine Route a trip to
remember. Aristotle called wine “light in
a bottle” and this is some of Canada’s premier wine country. Situated in Ontario’s
most southerly tip, the Lake Erie North
Shore region shares the same latitude as
northern California and the Bordeaux
region of France.
What is even more amazing is that
grapes grow here at all. Much like Mèdoc
in Bordeaux, the landscape is almost flat,
and the winds off the lake can be fierce.
But there are miles and miles of vines that
grow plump Vinifera and French hybrid
wine grapes. And a prrequisite of great
grapes is that the elements of terroir —
climate, geography and soil type — align
in rare and wonderful way.
The Lake Erie North Shore Wine Route
is home to over a dozen wineries and
counting. Some of the province’s largest
wineries are found in this region, alongside a growing number of family-owned
boutique wineries, producing some of
the most stunning and long-lasting wine
in the world.
Stop in for a private tour and tasting
or take a trolley excursion so you won’t
have to drive. Whether it’s a day away or
a weekend getaway, Essex County’s wine
country will not disappoint!
Founded in 1980 in the Lake Erie North
Shore VQA region, Colio Estate Wines is

B Y ADELINA IRVINE

The region grows some of the finest vinifera and
French hybrid grapes.

one of Ontario’s largest wineries, boasting over 200 acres of vineyards and a 2.4
million litre capacity. The skillful craftsmanship of Carlo Negri, founding wine
maker, earned the winery hundreds of
awards. His successor, Tim Reilly, is now
doing the same. Be sure to stop by their
retail boutique for a tour and tasting!
D’Angelo Estate Winery has been producing award-winning wines for over
25 years. In 1999, owner Sal D’Angelo
became the first recipient outside the
Niagara region to win the coveted Grape
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King Award for the highest quality vineyard in the province. Why not stop by
the on-site wine store, say hello to the
family, and enjoy a glass of wine at their
outside picnic area?
With 550 acres of vineyards, Pelee Island
Winery boasts the largest private estate
in Canada. Unique growing conditions
on the island lead to award-winning
wines in the bottle! The winery offers
group packages that include a walking
tour of the facility, a wine tasting and
a barbeque lunch. Be sure to visit their
store in Kingsville. It’s open year round!
Colchester Ridge Estate Winery is located
near the shores of Lake Erie. This familyowned winery boasts twelve acres of carefully tended vinifera varietals. Attention
to detail at CREW is of utmost importance. Wine maker Bernard Gorski takes
a more traditional hands-on approach
to winemaking, monitoring every step
of the way to ensure quality and value
goes into every bottle.
Viewpointe Estate Winery offers wines
and wine making from “a different pointe
of view.” As the region’s first destination
winery, Viewpointe showcases its fine
wines alongside Essex County’s seasonal
cuisine prepared by a resident chef. Cooking demonstrations and culinary instruction go hand in hand with winery tours
and a wide range of banquet options. The
on site winery shop, with a breathtaking
view of Lake Erie, is open daily.
One of Essex County’s newest Wineries Cooper’s Hawk Vineyards is located
in a pristine natural setting. They focus
on high quality affordable wines grown
on an environmentally supportive site.
The winery is surrounded by 60 acres of
Carolinian forest, and wetlands and the
name comes from one of the numerous
raptors that frequent the property.
Sample handcrafted 100% Ontario
VQA wines at Sprucewood Shores Estate
Winery, the Mitchell Family’s lakefront
destination winery near Harrow. Experience the true beauty of lush vineyards and
beautiful Lake Erie from their balconies
or beach front. While you are here, try
out one of their delicious picnic baskets
pairings as your explore the property.
Located in Ruthven, Aleksander Estate
Winery uses only grapes grown their
own vineyard and region to create wines
which are truly unique in character and
craftsmanship, reflecting the flavours of
our region. Taste their award winning
white, red and fruit wines in a comfortable rural setting.

The story begins as you wander our region rich with history, shopping, dining and
entertainment. The chapters unfold as you meander from quaint waterfront villages
to the richly fragrant vineyards, and on to immerse yourself in the cosmopolitan
cityscape. We can help you with a custom itinerary designed just for you and your
family… come, write your own story in Windsor, Essex County and Pelee Island.
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1555 Talbot Road LaSalle, ON
Mon - Fri: 10 am - 9 pm | Sat: 9 am - 6 pm | Sun: noon - 5 pm | Holidays: 10 am - 6 pm
Hours subject to change
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Birmingham is one of America’s most walkable towns.

It’s better in Birmingham
Shop, dine and relax in this leafy suburb

N

estled amid some of Michigan’s most affluent suburbs,
Birmingham’s pedestrianfriendly streets are filled with
upscale shopping, dining, culture and a
lively nightlife. Located along Woodward
Avenue, about halfway between Detroit
and Pontiac, this attractive town was
voted one of the nation’s Top 20 Most
Walkable Communities.
Downtown Birmingham is one of the
Midwest’s premiere shopping districts
with nearly 300 retailers. Visitors will find
an incredible array of clothing and gift
stores, salons, spas, antique shops, and
art galleries and a centrally located park
in the city center. Visitors can spend a
summer evening browsing the galleries,
taking in a concert in the park, attending
one of the many festivals, or take a Sunday
morning stroll at the Farmers Market. A
wooded trail system, urban bike paths
and the Rouge River all wind their way
through the heart of the city.
The Townsend Hotel is a gem of European
elegance, tucked away amidst the pleasing
parks, and sophisticated designer shops.
A haven for the most discerning travelers,
its splendid combination of amenities,
and quiet location mingles traditional
elegance with genuine hospitality.

The Townsend’s Rugby Grille features a
warm and comfortable world-class dining
experience. Intimate tables set amidst
fresh-cut flowers, cozy fireplace, rich
cherry wood walls, and culinary magic all
make for a remarkable dining experience.
Rugby Grille offers a sumptuous menu
of innovative American-Continental
cuisine, accompanied by a world class
selection of wines and spirits. The Rugby
Grille has been recognized with many

The Arctic Ring of Life exhibit includes
a walk trhough bear and seal tunnel.

45 - CROSSINGS

culinary awards including, “One of the
Top Ten Best Restaurants in the United
States,” by Zagat’s Restaurant Guide.
The Detroit Zoo is located about 2 miles
(3.2 km) north of the Detroit city limits
at the intersection of Woodward Avenue,
and 10 Mile Road, in Royal Oak. Exhibits
include The Arctic Ring of Life, the world’s
largest polar bear habitat and the Asian
Forest, home to red pandas and Amur tigers. The Penguinarum is a favorite stop for
visitors. In the Australian Outback, guests
can get face to face with red kangaroos
and wallabies without any barriers.
Back again this summer is the Dinosauria exhibit through September 5, featuring more than 30 life-like animatronic
dinosaurs that roar, snarl and move. Travel
back in time as you explore a lush, threeacre DinoTrail life in the Mesozoic Era.
Kids will feel just like paleontologists
as they learn to excavate a dino dig, site
sift for fossils, examine dinosaur skulls,
teeth and claws, and a walk through a
simulated dinosaur rib cage.
The Wild Adventure Ride, located inside
the Ford Education Center, is the country’s first zoo-based virtual reality voyage.
Giraffe Encounter brings guests to eye to
eye with the zoo’s tallest creatures on an
elevated viewing platform overlooking
the giraffe habitat.
Feeding opportunities are available
depending of course on the giraffes’ appetites, but the attraction is generally open
from Tuesday through Sunday through
the end of September.
Long time favorites include the Tauber
Family Railroad, a wonderful miniature
railroad that has carried half a million
riders a year since 1931.

B Y PARKER ZONE

The 2011 Lexus CT200h.

A Lexus for the rest of us
Now you can afford a conscience

L

exus is setting out to deliver
what many thought was impossible — a sporty, sexy,
dynamic handling compact
with all the luxury of a Lexus —for a
sticker price just under $30,000. And hey,
it’s also a hybrid!
The 2011 Lexus CT200h is designed to
appeal to those buyers practical enough
to want economical and green transportation, but craven enough to covet
a Lexus. Marketers often refer to this
demographic as Bourgeois Bohemians
or “Bobos” for short.
Looking a bit like a Mazda3 that attended a Swiss finishing school, the
five-door hatchback offers a distinctly
Euro demeanor. The exterior melds a
steeply raked windshield, long flowing
roofline and unique, slingshot rear window into an elegant and aerodynamic
silhouette. Lexus engineers used extensive
computer aided design and wind tunnel
testing to achieve a very slippery 0.29
drag coefficient, which helps maximize
fuel efficiency and improves stability at
highways speeds.
The CT200h is a full hybrid, meaning it
is capable of operating in gas and electric
modes alone, as well as a combination
of both. Lexus’ Hybrid Drive features a
unique energy management system that
combines a 1.8-liter 98 hp gasoline engine
with an 80 hp (60 kW) electric motor,

the same power plant used in the Prius.
A fan-cooled nickel metal hydride battery
pack is hidden under the rear floor.
For some unknown reason, when you
combine the two, the Lexus Hybrid Drive
is only good for 134 horsepower and a
0-60 mph time of 9.8 seconds. That’s faster
than a Delorean, but surprising slower
than the lighter and less glamorous Prius.
Under normal driving conditions, power is constantly adjusted between engine
and electric motor to combine optimum
performance with maximum fuel efficiency. Drivers can also choose between
EV, ECO and SPORT ‘on-demand’ drive
modes. Can’t remember your mode? The
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instrument panel backlighting changes
from blue to red in the SPORT mode.
Lexus uses an Electronically Controlled
Braking-Regeneration system (ECB-R) to
proactively recover much of the energy
used by braking. ECB-R also incorporates
the full range of active safety systems, including a latest generation Anti-lock Brake
System (ABS) with Brake Assist (BA), Traction Control (TRAC) and Vehicle Stability
Control (VSC) and eight Supplemental
Restraint System (SRS) airbags.
A well-appointed cabin makes extensive use of metallic finishes and dark,
soft touch materials. It also incorporates
a number of energy saving features, such
as LED lighting, an energy-efficient audio
system and bio-sourced materials like
bamboo charcoal speakers. That’s not to
say there aren’t any compromises. Seats
are upholstered in NuLuxe, a faux leather
Lexus says is more environmentally
friendly than the real thing.
The dash is divided into two distinct
zones: an upper Display Zone, with an
eight-inch, LCD multi-display screen, and
a lower, Operation Zone, which allows
access to system controls like the Remote
Touch, a multi-function, mouse-like device. Users can easily manipulate the cursor across an 8-inch, LCD multi-display
screen to access the audio, navigation,
and climate control.
Lexus may really be on to something
here. The CT200h brings a unique synthesis of quality, and high technology to
the premium compact segment. While
not exactly cheap, its sticker price puts
it well within reach of buyers who could
not normally afford a Lexus. And with EPA
numbers in the 40s, it’s also a practical
choice for those of us who can no longer
afford to buy gas.

DISCOVER TREASURE
Come explore nature’s playground and share memorable moments with someone you love.
Adventure awaits you in Indian River County - where fun comes naturally!

Disney’s Vero Beach Resort
Beachfront location featuring a pool, two
restaurants, lounge with entertainment,
cable television, WiFi, movie rentals, arcade
and supervised children’s programming.
Conference facilities and laundry facilities
available. Full-kitchen villas available.
(407) 939-7828
www.disneybeachresorts.com

SpringHill Suites by Marriott
The award winning Springhill Suites by Marriott
features 83 non-smoking spacious studio suites
(25% larger than normal hotel rooms). Enjoy
complimentary deluxe continental breakfast;
pull out sofas, outdoor pool, exercise room,
business center, on-site market and more!
772-978-9292
www.springhillverobeach.com

Captain Hiram’s Resort
Capt Hiram’s Resort is a fun, relaxed
waterfront resort located in Sebastian,
Florida, featuring a riverfront restaurant,
Bahamian-style SandBar, boutique-style hotel,
gift shop, and marina nestled on the Indian
River Intracoastal Waterway.
888-HIRAMS1 (888-447-2671)
www.hirams.com

772-567-3491
www.Indianriverchamber.com
Click on Tourism to discover sizzling summer Hot Deals.

Just think,

in a few hours you could be in...

Myrtle Beach, Sc

Florida

NaSSau & SaN JuaN
(Starting November 17)

Nonstop Flights & Low Fares from
Niagara Falls International Airport
Direct Air is pleased to be a part of Southern Ontario &
Western New York. Our program is centered around nonstop flights
and lowfares, which makes flying Direct Air the best way to go!

V i s i t D i r e c t A i r. c o m

|

& TOURS

1-877-432-DIRECT (3473)

M Y R T L E B E A C H • F T. M Y E R S / P U N TA G O R D A • M E L B O R N E • L A K E L A N D / O R L A N D O - TA M PA • PA L M B E A C H
*Flights are Public Charters operated by Sky King.

