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Wake up in the place you dream about.
Design your own vacation package with incredible savings on park tickets.
Come and stay at one of Cedar Point’s four hotels, cottages, cabins or
RV campground, and enjoy the best of everything.
· Huge discounts on tickets to Cedar Point, voted Best Amusement Park in the World
· Early Entry, a whole extra hour to spend on select rides
· Quick, convenient access to the park and to a beautiful beach
· And a chance to take on our new thrill ride, Shoot the Rapids

Book today and design your own fun-filled vacation using our Build Your
Own Package option online. It’s more than you could ever dream of!

419.627.2106
cedarpoint.com/resorts • Sandusky, OH

WE DON’T HAVE PYRAMIDS
IN COLUMBUS
But you don't have to comb the desert to find
the perfect location at a great value.
A Columbus getaway might be just what your family is looking for. Come
and explore science at COSI or discover a new species at the Columbus
Zoo. With so many fun and affordable activities, Columbus will put a smile
on everyone’s face.

COSI

Dining

Zoombezi Bay

Museum of Art

Short North

Downtown

Find out all the reasons Columbus is perfect for you at ExperienceColumbus.com or call 866-397-2657.
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Looking for fun and adventure?

It’s right here in our
backyard!

Virginia’s
Backyard
1-877-FOR-GUIDE
www.virginiasbackyard.com
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The Henry Hill Monument.

Where history loves company
Manassas & Prince William County Va.

H

ave you ever wanted to see
the exact spot where Captain
John Smith sailed up the
Occoquan River, or visit the
former railroad town that witnessed the
first large-scale battle of the Civil War?
Then Prince William County/Manassas
Virginia is your destination. Located
30-miles outside of Washington, DC,
it’s easy to discover why history loves
company. In addition to historic sites
and museums, there is plenty of outdoor
recreation, championship golf and excellent shopping.
On a balmy July day in 1861, five
thousand soldiers lost their lives in the
First Battle of Manassas or Battle of Bull
Run, the first major battle of the Civil War.
Just thirteen months later, the Blue and
Grey armies clashed again in the rolling
Virginia countryside. The Second Battle of
Manassas was four times larger than the
first with 120,000 men fighting for two
and a half days. Nearly 24,000 soldiers
were killed or wounded.
Today, the battlefield park is spread out
on more than 5,000-acres, and visitors
can explore the historic terrain through
self-guided/ranger guided walking or
driving tours, or view the interesting
artifacts housed in their many exhibits
in the visitors center. Both battles are
commemorated annually here with

events being held at various sites.Today,
visitors can follow the footsteps of the
soldiers who fought in this monumental
battle at the Manassas National Battlefield Park. Wander the haunting fields,
where General Thomas Jackson earned
the nickname “Stonewall” and where
the Confederate soldiers won their first
victory and forced the Union army to
retreat back to Washington.

Downtown Manassas.
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The region is also known as the Outdoors Capital of the Capital Region. One
of America’s premier golf destinations,
Prince William County has hosted four
Presidents Cup competitions. Golfers can
hit the links at 12 challenging daily fee
championship golf courses including the
Ospreys, Forest Greens and Stonewall.
Prince William Forest Park is a 15,000
sanctuary of natural beauty with 37-miles
of hiking trails, 21-miles of bicycle accessible roads and trails, as well as rustic
cabin camping, and a full-service, RV
campground.
Manassas was developed at the junction
of two railroads. The Manassas Railroad
Depot, built in 1911 features railway
exhibits and houses a visitor center. Set
amid charming century-old facades Historic Old Town Manassas offers shoppers
a fascinating blend of old and new, with
fine fashions, elegant home accessories
and memorable gifts.
With more than 300,000 square feet
of retail space and more than 25 restaurants Potomac Mills is the area’s number
one shopping attraction. The completely
enclosed one mile-long shopping destination offers extraordinary discounts at
more than 225 brand name and manufacturer’s outlets.

if you go

Discover all that Prince William County/
Manassas, Virginia has to offer! For more
information, visit www.visitpwc.com or call
1-800-432-1792 or 703-396-7130.

PRINCE WILLIAM COUNTY / MANASSAS, VIRGINIA

History, heroes and hospitality...
Commemorate the 150th anniversary of the American Civil War….
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Notre Dame overlooking the River Seine.

The entrance to the Louvre.

Paris is the City of

of Light

B Y GAIL MERO-O’NEIL

P

aris is a city so ingrained
in our romantic imaginations that any visit
becomes a journey into
“la vie sentimentale.”
Where the French love
of art, philosophy and food overcome
all but the passion of young lovers. Afternoons are suffused with the coppery
tints of Signac, while evenings glow with
the gas-lit palette of Toulouse-Lautrec.
You can follow the Rue du Bac in a
line straight to the Seine. Eighteenthcentury town homes frame the street,
their steep, humped roofs bisected by
tall mansard windows. Across the river,
a cluttered Mountmarte is topped by the
white parapets of the Sacré-Coeur. To the
left is the Eiffel Tower, and still further,
the gold-ribbed dome of Les Invalides.
Napoleon’s tomb lies under the dome of
the church in a complex that houses the
Army Museum.
Paris prior to Napoleon was a decaying
16th century city. He was an insatiable
builder and in just over a decade the Little
Emperor transformed it into the city we
know today.
The ancient city traces its beginnings
back to the Ile de la Cité, a small island
in the Seine. This is where you’ll find
the flower market, the gem-like Saint
Chapelle and the gothic spires of Notre
Dame. Inside, a copy of Michelangelo’s
Pietà dominates the altar. But the Virgin
cradling the body of Christ is not the
broken young girl of the original, but
an older, more resolutely Gallic heroine.
The river divides the city into its two
constituent parts. The Left Bank is older
and home to institutions dating back to
the Middle Ages. Saint-Germain-des-Prés

is the precinct of grand penseurs like Sartre
and Camus. The stone-cobbled streets of
the Latin Quarter were named after the
nearby Sorbonne, where Latin served as
the language of academia.
It is in Paris where small ideas become
great. “It is infinitely preferable to be unknown in a city that is everything,” Julio
Cortázar once wrote about Paris, “than
to be famous in a city that is nothing.”
The Right Bank is more modern, cleared
in the 19th century to make way for the
grand boulevards. L’Arc de Triomphe
straddles the Champs Elysées, where the
streets converge in a massive star-shaped
pattern. You can take the stairs to the top
of the monument for a glorious view of
the city — a straight line running from
the Louvre, up the Jardins des Tuileries,
pinned down by the Obelisque in the
Place de la Concorde.
Hemingway famously described Paris
as a moveable feast and you could make
you way through the city just by following
your nose. The morning medley of fresh
croissants segues into middays’ Croque
Monsieur, the buttery French version of
a grilled cheese sandwich. And yes, there
are French people who prefer processed
cheese to real thing.
Napoleon once planned to make the
Louvre his private residence. It was here
that he married Joséphine and MarieLouise, and here that he carted back the
spoils of his empire. Today, the collection ranges from Egyptian antiquities
dating back to 5000 B.C., to works from
the 19-century. Its most celebrated work
— the Mona Lisa — once hung over a
bathtub at Fontainebleau.
Aside from having the greatest art
collection in the world, the Louvre is

Hemingway famously described Paris as a
moveable feast and you could make
your way around the city just
by folllowing your nose

Paris
drawing visitors from its role in the bestselling novel The Da Vinci Code. Fans of
the book should note that the inverted
pyramid mentioned as the final hiding
place for the Holy Grail, is not even in
the Louvre. It’s part of the Carrousel du
Louvre, an adjacent shopping mall.
The more intimate Musee d’Orsay, has
an excellent collection of works by Monet,
Cezanne, Degas, and Van Gogh.
In director Akira Kurosawa’s “Dreams,”
the protagonist steps into a canvas by
Van Gogh. Visitors can do the same by
making the 40-minute trip from Paris to
Auvers-sur-Oise. This rustic provincial
town is where the artist turned out paintings at a prodigious rate, and where he
died after shooting himself in the groin.
The French have also brought their
inimitable sense of style to the art of
train travel. A French rail journey is to
be savored and enjoyed like a Monet
painting or a mouthful of foie gras. Today’s first-class rail experience is one of
spacious, reclining seats leisurely dining,
and soaking up magnificent landscapes.
You’ll meet the locals on board (who are

great for giving advice on their cities),
enjoy a good meal, or just sit back, and
watch the world go by.
State-of-the-art high-speed trains allow
you to sample the best of France — from
sophisticated Paris to rustic Provence to
the sparkling Mediterranean. The TGV
Mediterranee whisks passengers from
Paris to Marseille in three hours, at speeds
that approach 200-mph.
And there is no better way to experience
the contrasting pleasures of France’s three
greatest gems — Paris, Provence and the
Cote d’Azure. Famous for its sun, color,
food, and wine, the heart of Provence is
in the hills that bind the sea to the alps.
These are the sloping vineyards and
golden fields that inspired Cezanne and
Van Gogh.
Avignon is famous as the city where the
Popes fled from Rome in the 14th century.
The palace they built, Le Palais des Papes,
is the world’s largest Gothic building.
Aix-en-Provence (usually called Aix) is
a small, classically Provençal town, best
known as the home of the French painter
Cezanne. Along the coast, the Côte d’Azur
stretches from Hyères to Menton and is
an international playground for the rich
and famous.
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The Eiffel Tower is Paris’ most enduring landmark.

a tall story

The Eiffel Tower, which is Paris’ tallest structure, is the single most visited paid monument in the world; millions of people ascend
it every year. The structure was built between
1887 and 1889 as the entrance arch for the
Exposition Universelle, a World’s Fair.
wild in the streets

Ever wonder why France has so many crazy
drivers? A French driver’s license is good for
life. Once they’ve got one, motorists never
have to renew or take a test again.
dying to get in

Paris’ famed Père Lachaise cemetery is one
of the city’s most popular attractions. Visitors
are drawn by the unusually large number
of notables buried there including Marcel
Proust, Frederic Chopin, Edith Piaf, Oscar
Wilde and Jim Morrison.

come see what all the buzz is about!!!

“Best New Business 2010”

Chamber of Commerce Business Excellence Award

“The Restaurant that is HOT HOT HOT • 2009”
Biz X Magazine Award Winner

“Best Eatery • 2009”
The Windsor Star

“Favourite Middle Eastern Restaurant • 2009”
Windsor Eats

372 OUELLETTE AVE | 519.967.9696 | www.mazaar.ca
Mazaar Lebanese Cuisine is not affiliated with any restaurant or food establishment
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All the right ingredients

W

indsor is evolving into
a major player in the
culinary scene. It’s also a
town with a strong bluecollar work ethic and little patience
for so-called celebrity chefs, who place
product behind personality or culinary
buzzwords like “molecular gastronomy.”
Here you have to put the food on the
table. The proprietors and chefs at these
fine-dining restaurants, bistros and eateries have taken their menus, styles, and
cooking methods to a new art form. These
Windsor restaurants are long on style and
substance with some memorable dining
experiences.
MAZAAR LEBANESE CUISINE
Lebanese dining is a fantastic experience that will delight first timers and
keep you coming back for more. Serving
authentic aromatic dishes in a traditional
atmosphere with mood-lighting, soft
furnishings and friendly staff, a meal at
Mazaar is something to be savored. It is
the perfect setting for a romantic evening

meal, or a leisurely lunch.
Located at 372 Ouellette Ave., in
downtown Windsor, Lebanese native
Imad Najjar and his three brothers opened
Mazaar in 2007. Business has been so
good they are currently in the process
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of nearly doubling the current seating
capacity of 95.
“Our main goal at Mazaar is customers
satisfaction and we take it very seriously,”
says Najjar. “We owe our very existence
to our great loyal and supportive clientele
and the least we can do is to make sure is
to meet, if not exceed their expectations.”
With a tasteful understated decor, excellent service, amazing food and great
prices, Mazzar combines friendly service
with an extensive menu in a hip, but comfortable setting. It’s a healthy alternative
to sometimes heavy restaurant food with a
variety of meatless dishes such as fattoush
salad, tabouleh and Lebanese mezzes (appetizers) made with warak aarich (vine
leaves), and labneh (strained yoghurt).
Piping hot pita bread magically appears
on your table in an endless fashion.
Mazzar serves a variety of traditional
Middle Eastern dishes, such as falafel,
shawarma, sebabs, dips and salads. The
expansive menu also includes specialty
platters prepared from scratch, using
fresh, high-quality ingredients. All of
their meat is halal.
The creamy, light-hued hummus and
garlicky babaganouj are reminiscent of
those served out of carts on the noisy
streets of Beirut. Their new falafel has a
nice balance of crunchy exterior and soft,
moist interior. They also offer a new falafel
salad topped with feta cheese.
Mazzar’s signature combination plates
include a Duo Shish Combo featuring
tenderloin shish kabob and shish tawook
served with garlic dip. The Zaatar Shish
Tawook is made up of charbroiled boneless chicken breast seasoned with their

Windsor Dining
signature zaatar (blend of herbs, spices
and sesame seeds) served with garlic dip.
MEZZO RISTORANTE & LOUNGE
Windsor’s restaurant scene has changed
dramatically in the past 20 years, as is
evidenced by the large number of highcaliber eateries run by thirty something
chefs. Mezzo Ristorante & Lounge offers a
chic, yet comfortable atmosphere. The
ambience provides a unique balance of
stylish metropolitan flare, exceptional
service and authentic Italian cooking. The
eclectic interior borrows a page from Milan’s high-fashion industry and is finished
with polished hardwoods, bold splashes
of colour and traditional materials, such
as tile and glass, all expressed in novel
and contemporary ways.
Mezzo is Italian for “middle” and the
restaurant is located in the heart of Erie
Street. Owners Michael Barlozzari and
Filip Rocca have succeeded in bringing
their restaurant/lounge concept to the
forefront of the local culinary scene
by combining Northern and Southern
Italian cuisine with global influences.
Michael is Mezzo’s talented head chef,

and the creative inspiration behind the
restaurant’s distinctive menu, while
Filip handles the front of the house. The
synchronicity between the two would be
enough to make even notoriously hard to
please Chef Gordon Ramsay from Kitchen
Nightmares, weep for joy.
The menu skillfully combines fresh
seasonal ingredients in delicious and
unexpected ways. Pastas include Rigatoni
— short noodle tossed with ‘AAA’ beef
tenderloin, bacon, sweet peppers and
wild mushrooms in a brandy Gorgonzola
blush sauce
Then there are entrées like Lobster
Ravioli — home made ravioli stuffed with
lobster and crab in a Pernod spiced blush
sauce with wilted spinach, crispy onions
and sun dried tomato oil.
Pollo Mezzo — is bacon wrapped chicken
breast stuffed with oven dried cranberries, wild mushrooms and goat cheese,
with a champagne cream sauce, served
with an apple wood smoked cheddar
mash and daily vegetable. Mezzo’s AAA
Beef Tenderloin is pan seared ‘AAA’ beef
tenderloin with a balsamic beef stock
reduction with white truffle oil, served
with an apple wood smoked cheddar
mash and wild mushroom bacon.
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Desserts include Mezzo’s signature Tiramisu — layered ladyfinger cookies with
liquor and espresso flavoured mascarpone
cheese and topped with chocolate.
CENTRO RESTAURANT CAFFE BAR.
Michael Barlozzari’s and Filip Rocca’s
latest endeavour is Centro Restaurant
Caffe Bar. Located at 770 Erie Street East
in Windsor, Centro features a cafe/dessert area in the front of the building,
and a restaurant/pizzeria in the back.
An expansive patio large patio seats 60
people and there private banquet facilities
in the lower level. Patrons can choose
from a selection of gourmet pizzas like
pine nuts, prosciutto, sausage, truffle
oil topped with misticanza or they can
create create their own using toppings
that include sun dried tomatoes bacon,
mushrooms, pepperoni, ground lamb,
pepper roasted garlic, bocconcini rapini,
and soppressata.
Centro’s popular pannini features veal,
sausage or chicken breast with spiced
eggplants, peppers, tomato, lettuce and
provolone cheese with balsamic aioli.
Nervatura Di Porco is braised pork side
ribs finished with a bourbon BBQ sauce
and cooked in wood-fueled oven.
Side dishes include Arborio Rice pre-
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Windsor Dining
pared with wild mushrooms consisting of
porcini, portabello, cremini mushrooms,
finished with white truffle oil and grilled
radicchio finished with lemon pressed
extra virgin, sea salt and goat cheese.
PER BACCO
The Per Bacco experience is a culmination of superb food, elegant surroundings
and impeccable service. Nothing is overlooked in an effort to create a memorable
and satisfying dining experience. Located
at 1199 Ottawa St. in Windsor, Ennio Sperduti and his younger brother Guisseppe
have converted this former furniture store
into a charming Tuscan Villa.
The atmosphere in Per Bacco is stunning. Steeped in the traditions of the
sunny Tuscan countryside, a high vaulted
ceiling, crafted archways and warm wood
accents create a wonderfully open, airy
and inviting atmosphere. The rich interior is appointed with hand painted
frescoes and a lovely colonade.
Inspired by the vibrant flavours of
Italian regional dishes and influenced
by the innovative techniques of French
Cuisine, executive chef Dominic DiBar-

Humous • Fattouch • Tabbouli • Shish Kabob • Shawarma

DINE IN • TAKE-OUT • CATERING

350 Cabana Road East, Windsor, Ontario • 519.972.8292 • www.tazaisfresh.com
18 - CROSSINGS

19 - CROSSINGS

Windsor Dining
tolomeo masterfully blends both classic
and contemporary fare for the ultimate
in fine Italian dining. Chef DiBartolomeo
brings over 10-years of experience to
the kitchen. A graduate of the Niagara
Culinary Institute, he has worked in such
prestigious establishments as the Fairmont Banff Springs Hotel and Holland
America Cruise Line.
Tables are dressed in fine linens and
meals are arranged on your plate like
something you’d see in art culinaire.
Only the best locally grown produce,
AAA aged beef, highest quality seafood,
poultry and lamb and the most flavourful
cheeses are featured the menu. All sauces,
breads, pastas and desserts are authentically house made and freshly prepared.
Per Bacco’s Signature Specialties tantalize both the palate and the eye. Their
creations include grilled Bone in Beef
Tenderloin seared to perfection, their own
version of Fettuchini Primavera tossed with
a velvety smooth brandy cream sauce,
an exquisite seafood feast overflowing
with an abundance of succulent lobster,
scallops, mussels and shrimp, a sumptu-

ous, slow roasted rack of lamb and their
famous calamari — lightly battered and
fried to a golden brown.
An extensive wine list boasts a variety
of both international and local selections as well as a grouping of exclusive
vintages. Servers are happy to suggest the
appropriate pairings, or make your own
selection from a uniquely designed glass
encased wine vault.
VITO’S PIZZERIA
Vito’s Pizzeria is a unique Italian dining experience. The décor is dark and
intimate with framed family photographs
from the 1950s, and a huge wood-fired
brick oven. Located at 1731 Wyandotte
Street in Windsor’s Old Walkerville neighbourhood, their Forno a Legna Pizza is a
real Windsor-style pizza — baked in a
wood-burning stove with a chewy crust
that’s more substantial than your typical
thin-crust pizzas. The sauce is tangy, with
a healthy layer of cheese and toppings,
cheese diffuses through everything.
Every bite is a juicy flavour explosion.
Vito’s adds their own little twists by using a whole wheat crust and some non
traditional, at least for Windsor, toppings.
These include Margherita — with tomato
sauce, bocconcini cheese and basil and
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Semplice — with pepperoni, cheese and
Pomodoro sauce.
Pasta lovers should try the Pasta alla
Bolognese — a blend of veal, pork and beef
slow simmered in a fresh tomato sauce.
You can also create your own pizza or
calzone with items like fresh mushrooms,
zucchini, red peppers, gorgonzola, parmigiano, fontina, eggplant, artichokes,
and arugula.
TANDORI: TASTE OF INDIA
The flavors of India have taken centuries to reach perfection and Tandori: Taste
of India serves perhaps the most authentic
Indian food in the region. Located at
9733 Tecumseh Road E. in Windsor, fresh
ingredients are skillfully prepared using a
variety of spices to create a distinct and
individual taste. These same spices have
long been revered not only for their taste,
but for their healing properties as well.
Tandori: Taste of India’s cooking process takes great pains to preserve the
food’s inherent low-fat, high-nutritional
value, with seasoning ranging from mild,
to medium and hot. The vegetarian Kofta
Curry for example, is a delicious blend of
spinach, cauliflower, potatoes and onion
rounds, seasoned with exotic spices and
simmered in a special yogurt sauce.

WI N DSOR • E S S EX • PE LE E I S L AN D

One Region. Countless Stories.

your story begins...
...with a peaceful morning ride through a picturesque park trail. Your
adventure continues kayaking through lush marshlands, or enjoying a
tasting at an award-winning winery. Enjoy fine ethnic cuisine and sample
some local entertainment at a riverfront festival. Stir up some excitement
with some Vegas-style gaming as the spin of a roulette wheel sets your
story in motion – here in Windsor Essex Pelee Island.
Start writing your story at visitwindsoressex.com

1 4 W I N E R I E S • S C E N I C P A R K S & T R A I L S • F E S T I VA L S & E V E N T S • G A M I N G • S O M U C H M O R E !
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Windsor Dining
A mouth watering Paneer Tikka Masala
features homemade cheese cooked with
fresh onion, tomatoes and bell pepper
marinated with Tandoori spices, simmered in a richly-spiced sauce.
Rogan Josh is an aromatic curry dish
hailing from Kashmir, cooked with the
intensely fragrant spices. Rogan Josh
means ‘fiery’ but the dish is only fiery
in appearance, made with red onions.
Tandori: Taste of India also offers a
variety of specialty breads like Naan and
Puri as well as appetizers like Samosa and
Tofu specialties like Tofu Makhani.
TAZA IS FRESH
What’s in a name? In the case of Taza
is Fresh just about everything. In Arabic
“Taza” means “fresh” and you’ll find little
here to convince you otherwise. Located
at 350 Cabana Rd. E., in Windsor, all
items are made to order: Chickpea balls
are dropped into hot oil at the request of
a falafel sandwich; parsley-flecked baba
babaganouj boasts plenty of seeds and
chunks of eggplant; and the service is
friendly to a fault.
Taza is Fresh was opened Abe Taqtaq

of the Windsor Detroit Tunnel Duty
Free Shop. The restaurant is immaculate
and has a delightful atmosphere with
a spectacular, hand-crafted mosaic of a
Lebanese village.
And just like the booze in the Duty
Free, the food tastes like it should cost
a lot more than it does. Pita sandwiches
including Shish Kabob, beef tenderloin
served with onions and tomatoes is just
$5.00. Falafel appetizers ring in at $6.00,
but smart penny-pinchers will want to
upgrade to the Taza Mixed Grill for One,
chicken tawook, beef kafta, and shish
kabob accompanied by vegetables for
only $16.00.
There is a lot of sun in the Middle East,
and you can taste it in the food. Strong
and fresh flavors are very common. Taza
serves many of the traditional Middle
Eastern favorites like shawarma sandwiches fresh off the rotisserie and a vegetarian plates like Ghalaba, and Mujadra
a bed of steamed lentils, spices and rice
topped with toasted onions. Taqtaq sees
food as a great way to introduce people
to various cultures. “People want to know
what they’re eating, and you won’t find
anything but good, honest food.”
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windsor crossing

Windsor Crossing is one of the most exciting
retail developments in Southwestern Ontario.
Their collection of premium brand names
are specifically tailored to designer fashion,
athletic apparel, shoes and home accessories, among others. With over 40 stores
to choose from, Windsor Crossing has
something for everyone. Experience the thrill
of the hunt, then relax after your shopping
excursion at Applebee’s Neighborhood Grill
& Bar, or enjoy the specialty beverages and
cuisine at Caffé Mondo.
save big on brand names

Windsor Crossing currently houses some of
the most elite brands at savings of up to 60%
off everyday. Brands like Coach and Hugo
Boss Outlet/Hugo Boss Woman. Fashionable
footwear fans will find plenty to like at the
Reebok/Rockport Outlet, Nine West Shoe
Studio, or Tootsies Factory Shoe Market.
if you go

Located at 1555 Talbot Road, just off Huron
Church, families can walk along broad, treelined sidewalks, relax by the water fountain,
or enjoy a nice cold beverage at the outdoor
café. The charming open-air center creates
a casual atmosphere and provides shoppers
with a stress-free, and truly unique shopping
experience.

C H A U T A U Q U A
I N S T I T U T I O N
June 26 – August 29 :: 2010 Season

Inspiring
the best
in human
values

ARTS
E D U C AT I O N

Athenaeum
The Historic

RELIGION
R E C R E AT I O N
Chautauqua – A summer
center that encompasses
the arts, education,
religion and recreation;
a place, removed from
the day-to-day world,
where some of the
leading thinkers of our
time come to speak
to the concerns and

Hotel

The historic Athenaeum Hotel sits
grandly on a tree-shaded hill overlooking
picturesque Chautauqua Lake on
the grounds of the world-renowned
Chautauqua Institution in the southwestern
corner of New York State.
This Victorian treasure is a full-service hotel
appointed to make your stay a relaxing
respite. Whether it’s a morning round of
golf, afternoon boat ride or sunset concert,
you can have it all.

issues of today; a place
where music, dance,
opera, theater and the
visual arts create the
“Chautauqua Mix” that
draws over 150,000
people each summer.

Visit us at www.ciweb.org
8 0 0 . 8 3 6 . A R T S C H A U TA U Q U A , N E W Y O R K

Call 800.821.1881 or visit us at
www.athenaeum-hotel.com
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Lacasse sometimes paints himself
into the picture.
The Belvedere Sphinx.
Underwater sculpture
of a mermaid.
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Portrait of the artist
Martin Lacasse decks the walls with art

M

urals and decorative painting can transform your
space into a customized
environment that reflects
your personal lifestyle. And it’s a fashion that never seems to go out of style.
Murals dating back to Paleolithic times
(around 30.000 BC,) have been found in
the Chauvet Cave in France, and there are
plenty of examples in Egyptian tombs, the
Roman ruins of Pompeii and all the way
up to the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel.
But is there room for a mural in your
home? Acclaimed artist Martin Lacasse
thinks so, and he is also the proprietor
of Dynamic Effects, a Windsor area mural
design and production company, specializing in vivid realistic murals, painted on
interior and exterior walls.
“It seems that all of us have a natural
need for self-expression,” says Lacasse.
“This is reflected in how people today are
choosing to decorate their living space.”
Examples of Lacasse’s work can be
found in residential homes and restaurants throughout the area, including
Spago’s, PerBacco Ristorante and Lounge,
Tony Macaroni’s, Mazaar and more
recently, Divino Restaurant in Essex.
His public works can also be seen at
Hotel Dieu Grace Hospital’s new Main
Street Café, where a colorful mural painting of a bustling French market greets

you with vendors in their aprons and
vegetables the colors of coral and jade.
Lacasse sees a mural or a decorative painting as a creative solution to enliven any
wall space in any home or commercial
establishment.
Martin Lacasse was born in 1968 in
Chateauguay, Quebec, near Montreal.
Throughout his school years, Martin
pursued art as a major, receiving several
awards provincially and nationally in
association with the Artist Ontariens
Association Visuel. (A.O.A.V.)
Although primarily self-taught he has
worked professionally as a freelance artist
for over 20 years. He’s also studied life
drawing at the University of Windsor,
and attended a summer scholarship at
the Center for Creative Studies in Detroit,
Michigan. In December 2002, Martin’s
talents were called upon to create the
backdrop mural scene for the Miss Universe Canada Western Ontario Pageant
held at Windsor’s Capitol Theatre.
Martin’s main focus continues to be
creating the perfect ambiance for his
clients. Residential projects involving
architectural illusions, faux finishes and
murals integrate both optically and aesthetically with the existing environment
of the home. The results are evident in
the Trompe l’Oeil still life compositions
he creates, which add depth and perspec24 - CROSSINGS

tive to any wall or ceiling. Trompe l’Oeil
is a French term that means to “fool” or
“trick the eye” and inspired by the works
of muralists like Graham Rust and Rainer
Maria Latzke, the technique has experienced a renaissance in Europe.
Due to the size, cost, and work involved
in creating a mural, Lacasse typically
works on murals that are commissioned
by his customers. Factors that influence
the price of a mural include square footage, and access to the wall or ceiling, with
ceilings typically more costly to paint.
Lacasse says the choice of subject matter
can influence costs because machinery,
architecture, people and faces tend to
be more time consuming to paint as
opposed to nature or landscape themes.
Design changes are normally factored
into a quotation, but prolonged and
frequent changes by the client, will incur
additional charges.
The fact that murals on temple walls in
the Indian state of Kerala have survived
since the ninth century is a testament to
their durability. Lacasse uses a premium
latex clearcoat on his indoor projects
that is designed to expand and contract
in weather and temperature changes.
Long-term preservation of outdoor murals may require some maintenance due
to direct sun exposure, vandalism, etc.,
which Lacasse says can be repaired and
restored to its original beauty.
Private commissions can be for dining
rooms, bathrooms, living rooms or, as is
often the case — children’s bedrooms. A
child’s room can be transformed into the
‘fantasy world’ encouraging imaginative
play and an appreciation of fine art. A
mural can be designed around a specific
theme, or incorporate personal images
and elements, and the personal interaction between client and muralist is often
a unique experience for an individual not
usually involved in the arts.
Murals just naturally seem to bring
people together. They also bring new life
and energy to a home or business, and
the people who live or go there.
For artists like Lacasse, their work
receives a wider audience who might
otherwise never set foot in a gallery. “To
be able to enrich people’s lives through
art and to earn one’s livelihood by it is
an awesome gift for which I am deeply
grateful,” he notes. “For me to share along
with you in creating and visualizing your
expressions brings me a wonderful sense
of joy and purpose.”
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The Columbus Skyline.
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The Gemini Coaster at Cedar Point.
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A state of perfect balance
Ohio has what it takes to make memories

A

n English gentleman once
made an extensive tour of
Ohio. His journey took him
from the Ohio River to Lake
Erie, and he recorded his observations
in a journal. He found himself “quite
charmed” by Cincinnati, describing it
as “cheerful, thriving and animated.”
Columbus was “clean and pretty,” and
the state’s landscape was “beautiful, richly
cultivated and luxuriant in its promise of
an abundant harvest.” It was 1842 and the
Englishman’s name was Charles Dickens.
Although much time has passed since
the eminent Mr. Dickens visited Ohio,
it’s still a great destination. Bordered by
a sparkling Great Lake and a great river

Ohio’s sheer diversity makes it ideal for a
leisurely vacation or weekend getaways.
History comes alive in pioneer villages
and ancient Native American earthworks.
Along with theme parks and natural
attractions the state has given the world
Annie Oakley, Thomas Edison, Zane Grey,
Neil Armstrong and several presidents.
And any place that uses “Hang On Sloopy”
as its state rock song is guaranteed to give
you a Dickens of a good time.
Summers in Ohio are undeniably beautiful, with lush green forests, sparkling
lakes and endless hills. Thrill seekers can
begin at one of Ohio’s world-class theme
parks, like Cedar Point, with some of the
tallest, and fastest roller coasters on earth.
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Cedar Point has 75 rides, including
17 roller coasters, more rides and more
coasters than any park in the world. New
this year is Shoot the Rapids one of the
tallest water ride hills in the world. After
plunging down the 85-foot high first hill,
riders will travel through a rustic setting
with wooded areas and canyon walls that
spray guests with water. The second hill
carries riders up nearly five stories before
sending them to the ride’s grand finale — a
splash landing through churning rapids
and spraying water from all directions.
Geauga Lake’s Wildwater Kingdom is a
20-acre waterpark filled with palm trees,
cool breezes, flowing water and a 10-story
water slide complex! Wildwater Kingdom
offers you the feeling of a tropical paradise
and the excitement of white water rafting
all in one place!
Anglers refer to Lake Erie as the Walleye
Capital of the World for good reason. Each
year they reel in more than 3 million
walleye. Port Clinton is Ohio’s gateway
to Lake Erie and the Islands. South
Bass, Middle Bass and Kelleys Island
are unspoiled waterfront playgrounds
with breath-taking beaches, spectacular
views and rosy summer sunsets. On
South Bass Island, you’ll find Put-in-Bay,

Cycling through Ohio’s Amish County.

Hocking Hills State Park.
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a Victorian-looking village with a block
party atmosphere. Main Street is a medley
of nightclubs, restaurants and boutiques.
Northeast Ohio’s Lake County offers
soothing coastal vistas with calming,
Lake Erie breezes, and a surprising “New
England” ambiance. Set in one of the largest concentrations of wineries in Ohio,
more than 20 will offer samples during
Vintage Ohio, taking place August 6 & 7,
2009 at Lake Metroparks Farmpark. This
festival of wine also features arts and
crafts, demonstrations, music, food, and
a children’s entertainment/play area.
Warren County features the largest
zipline tour in the Midwest. Riders “zip”
over and through the Little Miami River
Valley and connect to Fort Ancient State
Park. The final descent includes a trip
down one of the longest single ziplines
in the country, estimated to be more than
2,500 feet in length.
Great natural beauty may draw you to
Ohio, but you’ll want to experience life in
the cities large and small. Cleveland, the
other major city on the lake, rocks with
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and Museum. The
RainForest at the Cleveland Metroparks
Zoo, is an indoor tropical paradise teeming with orangutans, fishing cats and

Ohio
free-flying rare birds. It’s the only place in
town that hosts its own thunderstorms.
Hands-on fun is on the agenda at Ohio’s
Center of Science & Industry (COSI) in
downtown Columbus. From now through
September 6, 2010, Titanic: The Artifact
Exhibition, the most visited exhibition in
COSI’s history sets sail again for a magnificent second voyage featuring nearly
100 new artifacts — 23 making their world
debut at COSI. Explore stunning room
recreations, see hundreds of authentic
treasures, and interact with costumed
characters from that fateful night.
Grove City may be your best stopover
when visiting Columbus or Central Ohio.
Located just eight miles southwest of
Ohio’s capital city, it offers a pastoral,
peaceful, low stress alternative for people
who crave big city attractions and small
town charm.
The Gardens at Gantz Farm and Arboretum is a popular spot with visitors,
while the Big Splash waterpark features
interactive water play toys, a zero-depth
entrance for easy accessibility, and a 190foot water slide.

Just like the city itself, the Cincinnati
Zoo and Botanical Garden was heavily
influenced by its German immigrants.
The zoo was patterned after Frankfurt
Zoological Garden and the exhibits focus
on animals and plants.
At the Harding Home and Memorial in
Marion, you can stand where President
Warren G. Harding conducted his famous front porch campaign for the 1920
Presidential Election. Don’t miss the
Wyandot Popcorn Museum for a glimpse of
the world’s largest collection of popcorn
poppers and peanut roasters.

In Canton, the Pro Football Hall of Fame
champions gridiron heroes with multimedia displays, while Columbus, the capital
city, has a bustling downtown surrounded
by charming, historical neighborhoods
such as German Village and the Short North.
Further west, the oldest and largest
military aviation museum in the world
awaits you in Dayton. See more than 300
airplanes and thousands of aviation artifacts at the National Museum of the United
States Air Force, and savor the sensation
of flying at its IMAX theater.
Cincinnati’s Museum Center will delight

The Cuyahoga Scenic Railroad.

you with its spectacular restored Art Deco
architecture, an OMNIMAX theater and
three history museums.
Visitors can explore the beautiful
Cuyahoga Valley from the comfort of a
vintage train car on the Cuyahoga Valley
Scenic Railroad. The three-hour journey
runs through the heart of Cuyahoga
Valley National Park to Akron, stopping
in the historic village of Peninsula, filled
with shops, galleries and restaurants.
Southeast Ohio offers one of the most
unusual and colorful natural areas in
the Midwest. At Hocking Hills State Park
near Logan, poke around the caves and
waterfalls, or explore the mysterious Rock
House, Old Man’s Cave and Ash Cave,
the largest recess cave in the state. The
views from Cantwell Cliffs and Conkles
Hollow can’t be beat.
In addition to Hocking Hills, Ohio
boasts more than 70 world-class state
parks. Each offers its own combination of
recreational activities, as well as informative nature centers, naturalist programs,
guided hikes, self-guided interpretive
trails and living history exhibits. Championship-quality golf courses at six state
parks appeal to both the serious and the
occasional golfer.
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Just the two of us in Ohio. Yeah, no kids. Day 1: Walleye chowder, walleye ﬁllets, walleye chips,
you name it, they’ve got it (even a giant walleye mascot) in Port Clinton. Day 2: The House of Blues
in Cleveland for their famous Gospel Brunch. Hallelujah! Then dinner at a romantic ristorante in
Little Italy. Day 3: A tasty tour of Lake Erie’s wine country. Ohio is the perfect balance of gourmet
and getaways, and too much fun for just one day.

DiscoverOhio.com/cm 1-888-913-OHIO (6446)

Crossings_Walleye_FP.indd 1
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Ohio
Accommodations range from the
simple to the posh at Ohio State Parks,
where camping is a perennial favorite.
For the truly comfortable vacation, eight
Ohio State Park Resorts feature quality
lodging, top-notch recreational facilities
and fine dining establishments.
Licking County is named for the salt licks
that were once found in the area. Best
known as the home of the Longaberger
Basket Company in Newark, the main
office building is a seven-story replica
of Longaberger’s Medium Market Basket
and the largest basket in the world. The
basket “handle” weighs almost 150 tons
and can be heated during cold weather.
Nearby Dawes Arboretum is one of the
premier public gardens in North America,
with over 1,800 acres of gardens and
natural areas. A four-mile auto tour allow guests to explore the arboretum’s
natural beauty.
At one time, there were over 100 covered bridges in Greene County. Today
five remain. The region is famous for its
limestone cliffs and sparkling waterfalls,
and the historic Clifton Mill, located at the

headwaters of the Little Miami River, the
nation’s largest water powered gristmill
still in operation.
The town of Wilberforce was an important as a stop on the Underground
Railroad before the Civil War.Wilberforce
University was the first college owned and
operated by African Americans.
The village of Yellow Springs provides the
quaint and laid back style of a Bohemian
boutique with artisan shops, bistros and
unusual gifts.
Prime Outlets of Jeffersonville is Ohio’s
largest factory outlet center with over
100 high-end retailers including Ralph
Lauren, Brooks Brothers and Tommy
Hilfiger all at discount prices
Outdoor lovers will find plenty to do
in John Bryan State Park, near Springfield,
part of the Buck Creek/John Bryan State
Park region. Considered the most scenic
state park in western Ohio, it features a
remarkable limestone gorge cut by the
Little Miami River.
Roscoe Village in Coshocton re-creates
an 1830s canal town where you can ride
a horse-drawn canal boat or watch rug
weavers and broom makers at work. Near
Akron, Hale Farm and Village re-creates
rural life in the Western Reserve between

1825 and 1850 with demonstrations of
weaving, blacksmithing and more.
One area that’s not to be missed is
Ohio’s Amish Country. Holmes, Tuscarawas and Wayne counties are home to the
largest Amish community in the world.
here, the landscape is dotted with tidy
farmhouses and slow-moving buggies
that recall a simpler, less hectic time.
Wayne County takes its name from
“Mad” Anthony Wayne, a revolutionary
war colleague of George Washington.
Vistors can shop at one-of-a-kind retail
stores such as Lehman’ Hardware, P. Graham Dunn Gallery, and Simply Smuckers. If you think it isn’t made any more,
check with Lehman’s before you give up.
Founded by Jay Lehman in 1955 to serve
the local Amish community, Lehman’s
ships high quality, new, old-fashioned
merchandise all over the world. Where
else are you going to historically accurate
tools, kitchenware and toys from the
Civil War era.
No matter what your passion, Ohio has
it all: from rousing theme-park vacations
to leisurely days in the sun; from exploring nature to rediscovering history; from
urban excitement to village charm. The
possibilities are endless.

It was the perfect girls’ getaway. Day 1: The Short North Gallery Hop in Columbus.
Funky boutiques, great restaurants and art everywhere. Day 2: Relax, it’s spa time.
Treated ourselves from head to toe at Newark’s Cherry Valley Lodge. Day 3: Caught
an amazing Broadway show in Cleveland’s Playhouse Square. Bravo! Ohio’s the perfect
balance of old friends and new finds, and too much fun for just one day.

DiscoverOhio.com/cm

Crossings_Girls_HP.indd 1

1-888-913-OHIO (6446)
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Ohio Advertisers Index
Wayne County CVB
330-264-1800
www.WayneCountyCVB.org
See ad on page 31

Grove City CVB
800-539-0405
www.VisitGroveCityOh.com
See ad on page 31

Cedar Point
419-627-2106
www.CedarPoint.com
See ad on page 2 - inside front cover

Ohio Division of Tourism
888-913-6446
www.DiscoverOhio.com
See ads on pages 29, 30, 32

Erie Shores CVB
888-897-3743
www.SHORESandISLANDS.com
See ad on page 28

Columbus CVB
866-397-2657
www.ExperienceColumbus.com
See ad on page 3

Ohio rocks! Day 1: Jammed to our favorite Stones songs at The Rock and Roll
Hall of Fame in Cleveland. Day 2: Old-fashioned fun in Mansfield’s historic Carrousel District.
Day 3: Splashing and surfing at Kalahari, America’s biggest indoor water park. Ohio’s the
perfect balance of rockin’ it out and soakin’ it up, and too much fun for just one day.

DiscoverOhio.com/cm

1-888-913-OHIO (6446)

Crossings_MickKeith_HP.indd 1
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The
The

Enchanted Mountains
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Arch Rock on Mackinac Island.
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It’s a water wonderland
Take it easy on Michigan’s freshwater coast

M

ichigan’s Mackinac Island is
a pedestrian paradise. Just
three miles long and two
miles across, automobiles
have been banned since 1898. Most of
the island’s transportation is supplied
by the 300 resident horses. The Victorian
architecture, scent of lilacs and sound of
hooves clip clopping over the cobblestone
streets will transport you back to another
century. During the season, which runs
from May to November, the air is redolent
with lilac and pine and visitors meander
unhurriedly through gardens colored by
flowers and the verdant green woods.
Lilacs seem to thrive on the island and
since 1949, residents have been celebrating their arrival with the 10-day Lilac
Festival, June 11-20. The largest summer
event on the Island attracts thousands of
visitors and blends the Island’s historic
varieties of lilacs — many of which were
brought here during the mid 1800s —

with its distinctive equestrian culture,
fine food and historic architecture. The
popular Dog and Pony Show includes a

blessing of the animals, doggie dress up
contest, informal best-in-show awards,
agility competitions and more.
During the late 19th century lumber
barons began erecting their gracious
summer homes on Mackinac’s west and
east bluffs. Most of the opulent Queen
Anne and Shingle Style mansions were
built between 1900 and 1915 and they
still dominate the horizon over the Straits
of Mackinac, the confluence of Lakes
Huron and Michigan.
Fort Mackinac sits high on a bluff
overlooking the harbor. Built in 1780,
the fort was an important Great Lakes
military outpost, occupied at various
times by British and American troops.
The British re-captured the fort during
the very first battle of the War of 1812,
mainly because the American garrison
was unaware that there was a war going
on. Today, it offers a rare look at military
life in the late 1800s via costumed interpreters and demonstrations.
The palatial Grand Hotel was completed
in 1887, by a U.S. senator who set out to
build the finest hotel the world had ever
seen. Since then, it has hosted presidents
and royalty. Today, the stately six-storey
structure is a pristine reminder of a bygone era, a hostelry as lavish and elegant
as any in the world. Designed in the
Greek Revival Style with a 700-foot-long
verandah, “America’s Summer Palace”
was constructed almost entirely from
Michigan white pine.
Downtown streets are lined with Italianate and Gothic Revival-style buildings
many with the aroma of Mackinac Island
fudge wafting from their front doors.
Some of them have been making fudge

The Sloan Museum’s Golden Memories car show takes place in Sept.
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Michigan
for over a century and the sticky sweet
confection is so popular that island locals
often refer to tourists as “fudgies”.
The Pink Pony Bar in the Chippewa
Hotel serves as the unofficial headquarters
for the annual Chicago-to-Mackinac and
Port Huron-to-Mackinac Yacht Races, two
of the most demanding fresh water races
in the world. A number of traditions have
sprung up over the years, including the
custom of crews buying the shirts off the
backs of the Pony’s bartenders. Then there
is the annual attempt to kidnap the bar’s
namesake Pink Pony.
Mackinac Island also offers a unique
and wonderful setting for a wedding.
One of the top 10 destination wedding
locations in the U.S. ride off in a horse
drawn carriage after your “I do’s.” How
cool is that? Overlooking the beautiful
shores of Lake Huron, the Island House
Hotel has been welcoming guests since
1852. The only hotel located within
the boundaries of the Mackinac Island
State Park, each of the 93 guest rooms
and three suites is appointed with cable
television, down quilts, hair dryer and

make-up mirror. The Island House is also
the perfect location for your Mackinac
Island destination wedding. The entire
hotel staff is highly trained to cater to
every detail involved in the planning
your special occasion.
Mission Point Resort offers a true resort
experience with four dining options ranging from fine dining to carry out picnic
baskets. Enjoy tennis, bocce ball, croquet,
The Greens of Mackinac 18-hole executive
putting course, and the Tower Museum
with spellbinding views and historical
exhibits about the Straits of Mackinac. The
Kids Club offers a full range of children’s
activities and is designed to give parents
some alone time, plus an expansive health
club and spa, with pool, hot tubs and
more. They’re pet-friendly too! Bringing
your four-legged friends is a breeze on the
ferry, and there’s plenty of room for them
to run and play! Located at the edge of
the Straits of Mackinac, Mission Point is
also a picture-perfect wedding destination
with a dedicated and experienced special
events team.
Michigan also has more golf than
you can handle with over 800 courses.
Petoskey and Harbor Springs are on the
shore of Lake Michigan’s Little Traverse

The Grand Hotel is America’s summer palace.
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Bay. The area is characterized by rolling
hills, wooded terrain and inland lakes,
including a 38-mile inland waterway. The
area is also home to the internationallyknown Boyne USA ski and golf resorts,
Boyne Mountain and Boyne Highlands.
Golfers will find more than twenty
public golf courses to choose from in the
Petoskey-Harbor Springs-Boyne City area.
Courses range from the eight world-class
courses of Boyne USA Resorts, to economical and municipal courses. Golfers
of all abilities will find links that are both
challenging and enjoyable.
Bay Harbor Golf Club is rated 8th in
the U.S. by Golf Magazine. The club’s
three nine-hole courses — The Quarry,
The Links and The Preserve — showcase
sweeping shoreline bluffs, dunes, rugged
rock formations and verdant woodlands
on the banks of Lake Michigan’s Little
Traverse Bay. Each golf course possesses
a distinct character and flavor that challenges every skill level.
A Robert Trent Jones design, the Heather
Course at Boyne Highlands was the host of
the 100th Michigan Amateur. Take your
shots along wide tree-lined fairways,
sculpted bunkers and daunting water
hazards. The Heather boasts a masterful

Michigan
combination of challenging shots and
beautiful scenery.
The Donald Ross Memorial is a composite
of classic golf holes designed by Donald
Ross in the early part of the last century
and re-created at Boyne Highlands from
some of the architect’s most renowned
courses including Oakland Hills, Seminole Golf Club.
The Little Traverse Bay Golf Club in
Harbor Springs, was described in Golf
Digest as “probably not a more beautiful
course on earth.” Seated upon one of the
highest bluffs in the area, the course offers
magnificent vistas of Lake Michigan, Little
Traverse Bay, and three inland lakes. The
35-mile view from the first tee epitomizes
northern Michigan golf.
Golf widows or widowers will find
plenty of bargains at Prime Outlets Birch
Run. They say you can’t make it through
in one day, but power shoppers have been
known to do it in half that time. Many
do it by hopping aboard the free trolley
that circles the vast retail complex. Prime
Outlets Birch Run is the Midwest’s larg-

renuad.indd 1

est outlet center with 150 factory direct
stores. Nestled in the countryside just
minutes north of Frankenmuth, the pet
friendly facility features finely appointed
stores, food courts, well-maintained and
spacious restrooms, baby strollers, children’s playgrounds, and a courteous staff.
Shoppers routinely save as much as 65
percent off of retail prices — sometimes
even more.
Regional history, historic automobiles
and hands-on science are all on display
at the Sloan Museum. Located at 1221
E. Kearsley Street in Flint, the Pierson
Automotive Gallery presents major automotive exhibits featuring vehicles from
the Sloan fleet of over 80 Flint-built
automobiles. The Sloan Museum Auto
Fair, which takes place June 26 – 27, is a
fun-filled two-day show with plenty of
music, entertainment, vendors and of
course, automobiles! The Flint Cultural
Center campus becomes home to more
than 600 of the best looking cars, trucks
and motorcycles around.
The Golden Memories Car Show on Sunday, September 19, is a very special event
exclusively for original or authentically
restored vehicles produced in 1959 or
earlier. This event is non-competitive,
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it’s just a relaxing day for car enthusiasts
who love well preserved and restored
automobiles.
The Christmas Spirit is alive and well
in Frankenmuth. In fact, this little town
of 5,000, about 85-miles north of Detroit,
celebrates Christmas 365-days a year.
Visitors will find themselves surrounded
by Bavarian style buildings and the Bronner’s, the world’s largest Christmas store.
The impressive Alpine-design building is
the size of 5.5 football fields, nestled on 27
acres of beautifully landscaped grounds.
Every evening Bronner’s ½-mile long
Christmas Lane glistens with thousands
of twinkling lights.
The Bavarian Inn’s Glockenspiel Tower,
is one of the village’s best loved landmarks, housing a magnificent 35-bell
carillon, a beautiful figurine movement
and an illuminated clock, all imported
from Germany.
Located right next door to the Bavarian
Inn is Frankenmuth River Place, a EuropeanStyle Village with 30 unique shops and
attractions. From May through mid October, visitors can enjoy a narrated tour
up and down the Cass River on a 70-ton
paddlewheel boat. A free laser light show,
set to music is also featured in the Festival
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Present this ad at Guest Services located in Section F to receive a FREE VIP
Coupon Book worth
hundreds of dollars in savings!
w

SHOP ’TIL YOU DROP,

THEN STAY THE NIGHT AT THESE GREAT BIRCH RUN HOTELS:

Best Western • Comfort Inn • Hampton Inn
Holiday Inn Express • Super 8

For more information, contact the Birch Run Area
Convention & Visitors Bureau and ask
about a Shop & Stay Package!
888-624-9193 • www.birchrunchamber.com
(CMS2010)

145 stores • I-75 to Exit 136
primeoutlets.com/birchrun
Visit PrimeMyCloset.com and join our
online loyalty club to receive special offers.
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Michigan

Book a room for 2 nights.
Get a 2nd room 50% Off.*

Our lakeside towns in northern
Michigan are now more appealing
than ever. Invite friends and family
to share a special vacation with you
and get a special savings.

Northern Michigan vacations start here:

PetoskeyArea.com 800-845-2828


Petoskey  Harbor Springs  Boyne City
*Offer good Memorial Day through Labor Day. Some blackout dates
and restrictions apply. Visit PetoskeyArea.com for details.
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Platz. Frankenmuth celebrates its German
heritage with annual festivals like the
World Expo of Beer, River Fest, Bavarian
Festival, and Oktoberfest. .
More than 3-million visitors come to
Frankenmuth each year, many for the
chicken dinners at the Bavarian Inn. The
popular “all-you-can-eat” dinner features
mounds of golden fried chicken.
The Bavarian Inn Lodge is a 360-room
Bavarian themed hotel that sits on
13-acres of riverfront property in downtown Frankenmuth. It features five indoor
pools, three whirlpools, an indoor 18-hole
mini golf course, nightly entertainment,
two gift shops, tennis courts, and Oma’s
Restaurant.
It also has the largest Family Fun Center
of any Midwest hotel, with an indoor
waterpark, a water cannon & lazy river
pool, plus a wading pool for little ones,
and 100 plus video and redemption
games. The German-themed Children’s
Village is a magical playland loaded with
“hands-on” toys, a slide, and lots of little
nooks and crannies.
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Community

Ongoing

America’s summer place.

When planning your trip to Mackinac Island, don’t forget all the options available at Grand Hotel.
The hotel’s many shops and outstanding gardens. Touring the island via bike, horseback, or horse and
carriage. Playing eighteen holes on The Jewel, one of Michigan’s most scenic golf courses. And more.
Spend a night in one of our 385 uniquely decorated guest rooms and a full breakfast and ﬁve-course
dinner are included. Kids l l and under stay and eat free. 1-800-33GRAND or grandhotel.com
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MICHEL GERMAIN

DutyFree
michelgermain.com

Toll free: 1-888-806-1515
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SpashTown is making waves at Darien Lake
Only 20-minutes east of Buffalo, Genesee
County is located in the middle of Western
New York. Visitors can try their luck at Batavia
Downs Gaming and Racetrack, or watch the
Batavia Muckdogs, minor league baseball
team. The intriguing JELL-O Gallery Museum
in the village of Le Roy, tells the fascinating
story. of “America’s Favorite Dessert,” which
was invented here in 1897.
The largest theme park in New York State,
Darien Lake Resort features six rollercoasters, including Ride of Steel, one of the
tallest coasters east of the Mississippi, climbing
approximately 208 feet and reaching speeds in
excess of 70 miles per hour.
This season Darien Lake Resort will grow
into two parks: Darien Lake Theme Park and
SplashTown at Darien Lake. SplashTown
features a brand new quad-slide complex, new
lazy river, new wave pool, an additional 5 acres
of completely new park space, a new bathhouse, new food and beverage options, new
landscaping, more deck and lounging space,
and new cabanas.
Towering above SplashTown is Swirl City, a
mammoth, new quad-slide complex featuring
four completely different, exhilarating water

slide experiences. The huge new complex
delivers fast-paced swirling, whirling, sliding,
and spinning through open and enclosed
sections of track – including some translucent
sections giving an exciting view to both riders
and spectators!
The four slides are: Mister Twister, Cannon
Ball Run and Turbo Twins, which features two
dueling slides.
Flotation Station is a 1,000-foot long tropical
oasis. The sparkling new lazy river offers a relaxing float down the 16-foot wide river, while

guests enjoy serene landscapes, water features,
and soaking up the sun. Guests may float on
single or double passenger inflated tubes.
Located at the entrance to Flotation Station,
the new Lazy Days Lagoon will conjure up
images of a lazy day at the beach. The 44,500
gallon wave pool features surf-friendly waves
that gently roll to shore. The new, wide “beachfront” deck space includes plenty of space for
families to sun and play at the water’s edge.
Sea Lion Splash stars four California Sea
Lions that are only too eager to display their
naturally comedic behaviors with their loving
trainers.
In addition, Darien Lake’s Lodge on the Lake
Hotel has 10 new Forts-O-Fun kid-themed
rooms decked out with forts where little travelers can sleep and play. Darien Lake’s camping
facilities have been expanded with new Brown
Bear Cabins offering a rustic getaway with all
the comforts ofhome.
The Darien Lake Performing Arts Center
hosts many national music acts each summer
in a state of the art 22,000 seat venue. This
year’s concert schedule includes the Dave
Mathews Band, Green Day, Tom Petty & the
Hearbreakers and Tim McGraw.

The vacation your family will

fliip
p over!
Value
from $ -priced
320 US *

Save up to 20% off regular rates when
you book this great Lodge on the Lake Hotel
package for 4 at Darien Lake!

Book your package today at
www.StayDarienLake.com or
call 1-866-641-5282, ext. 84
Mon.-Fri., 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

• Theme Park tickets for 3 days – including the
NEW SplashTown Water Park
• 2 nights accommodations
• FREE parking
• Plus, bonus Meal Deal vouchers for each guest!

Be sure to use Promo Code ILNY.
Look for more great packages online
at www.GetawayPackages.net.
* Plus applicable tax. Packages available for up to 6 guests
per room.

Contact the Genesee County Chamber of
Commerce, Batavia, NY at visit@geneseeny.com.
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A journey into the past
Williamsburg & Virginia’s Historic Triangle

V

irginia’s Historic Triangle takes
us back to a time when our
imaginations were still kindled
by the epic struggle to carry a
civilization from the Old World to the
New. This is the land of Pocahontas and
John Smith, of Jefferson and Washington.
And were they to come here today, they
would still find it comfortably familiar.
Colonial Williamsburg’s Historic Area
covers 301 acres and is modeled on a 1781
map used to billet French troops during
the siege of Yorktown. The town is bisected by the mile-long Duke of Gloucester
Street, which runs from the 300-year-old
College of William and Mary, to the Capitol, a meticulously crafted re-construction
of the colony’s legislature. Due north is
the Governor’s mansion, dubbed “the
Palace,” by disgruntled colonists whose
taxes financed what was then one of the
most extravagant buildings in the Western hemisphere. In the streets and shops
around the capital, artisans use period
tools to fashion articles of beauty, utility
and character. You’ll find the blacksmith,
cabinetmaker and gunsmith plying their
trades, just as they did in colonial times.
Art and antiques lovers will be drawn
to the many museums. The DeWitt Wal-

B Y ADELINA IRVINE
lace Decorative Arts Gallery, houses one
of North America’s finest collections of
English and American antiques. Among
its pieces are elaborate tapestries, antique
weapons and a ten-foot tall case clock
created for King William II.
The Abby Aldrich Rockefeller Folk Center
is America’s most important repository of
folk art. The collection includes several of
William Hick’s renderings of The Peaceable
Kingdom and many other objects created
by mostly untrained amateurs whose only
motivation was a desire for self expression. The recently renovated Bassett Hall
is the former home of Mr. and Mrs. John
D. Rockefeller Jr., Colonial Williamsburg’s
first benefactors.
The era’s African American experience
is explored through the evolution of
music from Africa to America and the
oral traditions that preserved the culture.
The pillories and stocks were once used
to publicly chastise gossips and petty
offenders. Today families use them for a
photo opportunity.
The Revolutionary City, Colonial Williamsburg’s award-winning street drama
returns for a fifth season with a tense
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re-enactment of a the explosive confrontation over the Stamp Act of 1765. “The Next
Disagreeable Thing” is the new opening
scene in the two-hour presentation of
“Revolutionary City: Collapse of Royal
Government, 1765-1776.” Presented
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays the
show chronicles growing colonial discontent as revolutionary ideas divide
loyalties — even within families — and
compel Williamsburg residents to choose
between monarchy and self-government.
Located one half block from the Historic
Area and five minutes from Busch Gardens
Williamsburg and Water Country USA,
the Best Western Patrick Henry Inn features
spacious rooms with all the amenities,
including coffee maker, in-room safe,
hair dryer, and a large outdoor heated
swimming pool. Some have whirlpool
tubs. The property has just opened 66 new
studio, one- and two-bedroom suites with
full-size kitchen, 2 baths, flat screen TV &
high speed Internet access. The property
also includes a fitness center, game room
and supervised adult and children’s activities. Guests can walk across the street to
the Colonial Williamsburg pasture, and
pat the horses.
Jamestown is just a 15-minute drive
from Colonial Williamsburg, and along
with Yorktown, and Williamsburg, form
the points of Virginia’s historic triangle.
The New World’s first permanent English speaking colony, the site includes
the ruins of a church tower dating back
to 1639, and statues of John Smith and
Pocahontas. The National Park Service
Visitor Center houses a museum, while
costumed craftsmen ply their trade in the
re-created 1608 Glasshouse.
Nearby Jamestown Settlement brings
early 17th-century Virginia to life. The
three, tiny ships docked at the pier —
Discovery, Godspeed and Susan Constant
— are full-sized replicas of the ones that
made the four and one-half month winter
voyage from England. Visitors can explore
a fort very much like the one built by the
Jamestown colonists and a Powhatan Indian encampment offers a Native American perspective on the colony
Yorktown, the site of the last major
battle of the American Revolution, is
only 11-miles away from Colonial Williamsburg. The scenic drive along the
Colonial Parkway connects several icons
of America’s past including the Yorktown
Battlefield, and the Yorktown Victory
Center, where visitors can take a turn as
members of a cannon crew.

Comfort Inn - Metro Airport

31800 Wick Rd., Romulus, MI 48174 Ph: 734-326-2100 Fax: 734-326-9020

“It’s More Than A Room…It’s Comfort!”
The Comfort Inn is located off I-94 exit 198 (Merriman) make a left onto Wickham
(Speedway Gas Station) and follow the road to the Comfort.
Centrally located within 15 minutes of all Metro Detroit venues and attractions.

We Now Offer Stay, Park and Fly Packages!
Take the hassle out of early morning flights by
staying with us. Each package offers one
nights stay in one of our comfortable guest
rooms. 7 days* parking in a secured lot, free
+ TAXES continental breakfast and free shuttle to/from
the airport every 2-5 min. An excellent idea to
start your vacation.

59

$

99

* (Additional parking available at a discounted cost)

As Our Guests You Will Enjoy:
• Complementary breakfast 4am-9am • Late check out
• On-site dining at Marcoz Bar & Grill
Valet Connections (734) 727-1726
Simplify your long term parking needs in our safe and secured lot.
Your discounted rates with this ad:
$5.00 plus tax per day or $30.00 plus tax per week

24 hour shuttle every 2 to 5 minutes

Call 734-326-2100 for Reservations
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Medical Tourism is booming in India

I

ndia has always been known for
having well-trained medical practitioners and many have taken their
skills around the world.
Now a growing number of “medical
tourists” are traveling to India in search
of First World health care at Third World
prices. Last year, an estimated 270,000
foreigners visited India for medical procedures, ranging from bypass surgery and
breast implants to joint replacement.
Word is spreading rapidly about the
high-quality care and cut-rate prices at
India’s new health centers. India’s tourism ministry notes that medical tourism
market is growing by 25 percent annually
and is expected to become a $2-billiona-year business by 2012.
“Medical tourism is a huge market,”
says Yasmeen Sayeed, Founder, President
& CEO Surgical Tourism Canada Inc.
Recognized as as Canada’s largest, most
trusted and experienced Medical and
Surgical Tourism service provider, STC’s
primary goal to provide patients with
quicker solutions towards pain free lives,

by facilitating affordable diagnostic and
surgical procedures at world class partner
facilities — without any agonizing delays!
For the past five years, Surgical Tourism
Canada Inc., has helped hundreds of
Canadians get back their lives, lifestyle
and dignity. Recently, a number of MS
sufferers have found hope in the “Liberation Procedure” which has received
extensive coverage in the news media.
Most medical tourists are hoping to
avoid waiting lists for complicated elective surgeries in Canada, or are uninsured
and under-insured in the U.S., where
medical treatment is expensive. Some
are looking for treatments hard to come
by at home, like hip resurfacing, less
radical than hip replacement, but only
recently approved by the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration.
Surgical Tourism Canada Inc. has
entered into Strategic Alliances with a
few hand picked world-class Joint Commission International accredited hospitals not just in India, but in the USA,
Canada, Germany, and Mexico, making

all arrangements in accordance with the
Canadian health services delivery standards allowing Canadians to have timely
access to advanced surgical treatments.
The physicians and surgeons they
work with are highly qualified and are
credentialed either in the USA, Europe
or Canada.
Associate hospitals are among the largest and most trusted, Joint Commission
International (JCI) accredited health
service providers in the world, having
served millions of patients. The JCI is
the global arm of the institution that
accredits most U.S. hospitals.
India’s luxurious private hospitals
excel in cardiology and cardiothoracic
surgery, joint replacement, orthopedic
surgery, gastroenterology, ophthalmology, transplants and urology to name a
few. They also offer patient services such
as airport pickups, Internet-equipped private rooms and package deals that might
combine liposuction with a visit to the
Taj Mahal. India is famous for spiritual
as well as physical therapy and the wide

use of yoga, naturopathy and ayurveda
makes it a truly holistic health solution.
STC is the Official Canadian Representative of Apollo Hospitals, India.
The “Architect of Healthcare” in India,
Apollo’s capabilities have drawn international acclaim and foreign patients
have doubled at Apollo’s flagship Delhi
hospital since it was featured on the CBS
News program 60 Minutes.
The world’s second largest corporate
hospital group, Apollo Hospitals has the
largest number of JCI accredited hospitals
in the world outside the U.S. They manage over 8000 beds across 50 hospitals.
STC’s president is an alumnus of
the Apollo Institution with a personal
relationship dating back 25-years and
a personal guarantee of quality service
from Dr. Pratap C. Reddy, the founder
of Apollo Hospital Enterprises.
To give medical tourism a boost, the
Indian government has also introduced a
new category of medical visa for foreigners who come for treatment. The visa is
initially issued to a patient with a companion for a one-year period and can be
extended up to three years after fulfilling
certain conditions and recommendations
from accredited medical authorities.

Considering the distance involved and
health risks associated with long distance
travel, STC offers highly individualized
travel arrangements. Formerly difficult
long distance journeys can be comfortably broken up with an overnight stay
in London or Frankfurt in Europe, or
Singapore in the Far East. Customized
seating and other arrangements are
available to suit individual client needs.
Preferred STC hotels offer special rates

and services and these 4 & 5 Star hotels
have been carefully picked by STC for
your comfort, pleasure and safety. Travel
arrangements are discussed and finalized
with clients when they have scheduled
their appointment.
It’s all about service and peace of mind
and STC also offers a Medical Tourism
Insurance who want to travel overseas
for immediate surgical treatment rather
than wait for months at home.

Dr. Prathap C. Reddy, Chairman Apollo Hospitals, unveils the Cyber Knife, the
world’s most advanced robotic surgery system.

B Y PARKER ZONE

Delhi’s fabled Red Fort.

Let the games begin
India hosts 2010 Commonwealth Games

T

he 2010 Commonwealth
Games signals the beginning
of a distinguished and exciting chapter in Indian sports
history. One of the biggest sporting
extravaganzas in the world the Commonwealth Games is a multinational,
multi-sport event held once every four
years. The first one, then known as the
British Empire Games, was held in 1930
in Hamilton, Ontario.
These Games are often referred to as
the ‘Friendly Games’. Athletes from the
Commonwealth of Nations (former colonies of British Empire) participate, and on
average, around 5000 athletes compete.
The Games will give India a chance to
showcase itself as a sporting nation and
a rising economic power. India’s distinct
culture, where the traditional is successfully combined with the modern, will
make these Games special. India’s flair
for color, costumes, and heritage will
be on full dispaly and the public will be
warm and welcoming to the thousands
of visitors from around the world.
The Games are scheduled to take place
in Delhi between October 3 and 14, 2010
and are the largest multi-sport event
ever held in India, which has previously
hosted the Asian Games in 1951 and 1982.

Swimming is one of the 2010 Games
many competitions.
The opening and closing ceremonies are
scheduled to take place at the Jawaharlal
Nehru Stadium, which will have a capacity of 75,000 spectators after renovation
for the games.
The Queen’s Baton, which contains
Queen Elizabeth II’s message to the
athletes, left Buckingham Palace on October 29, 2009. The baton will arrive at
the 2010 Games opening ceremony on
October 3, 2010, after visiting the other
70 nations of the Commonwealth and
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travelling throughout India, reaching
millions of people and have them join
in the celebrations for the Games.
This is no ordinary baton. The Queen’s
message was laser-engraved onto a miniature 18 carat gold leaf – representative
of the ancient Indian ‘patras.
In addition the baton has a number of
amazing technological features built in,
including the ability to capture images
and sound, a Global Position System
(GPS), text messaging capapbility, and
LEDs, which changes colors to those of
a country’s flag while in that country.
In preparation for an influx of Englishspeaking visitors to the Games, the Delhi
government is implementing a program
to teach English, and the necessary skills
for serving tourists, to key workers – such
as cab drivers, security workers, waiters,
porters, and service staff. In the two years
prior to the Games, 2,000 drivers have
been taught English, and the Indian Government plans to expand the program to
teach people in local tourist destinations
in other parts of India.
In addition to a massive beautification project to get the city ready for the
Games, India and Delhi will offer free
accommodation for all athletes at the
Games Village, as well as other benefits,
such as a free trip to the famed Taj Mahal.
Shera — the friendly tiger will be the
games official mascot. The name is derived
from the Hindi word Sher – meaning tiger. Shera is a Royal Bengal tiger, India’s
national animal and clad in a tracksuit.
Delhi is a city with real urban glamour
and visitors should take some time to
explore it. The Old City is the site where
the Mughals constructed architectural
marvels like the Jama Masjid, India’s largest mosque and the Red Fort, one of three
World heritage sites along with Qutab
Minar and Humayun’s Tomb. The building
was the first to use the unique combination of red sandstone and white marble
and is placed inside a 30-acre garden.
Other monuments include the India
Gate, the Jantar Mantar, an 18th century
astronomical observatory, and the Purana
Qila, a 16th century fortress.
The Akshardham Temple complex sits on
the banks of the Yamuna River adjacent to
the 2010 Commonwealth Games village.
The largest Hindu temple in the world was
completed in 2005 and features a large
central monument crafted entirely of
stone, exhibitions on the history of India,
an IMAX theatre, a musical fountain and
expansive landscaped gardens.
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We go this way to school.
That way to work. One way home.
And before we know it, we get stuck in a routine.
So let’s take a left instead of a right.
Instead of the direct route, let’s take the scenic route.
To a place where something new and exciting
is waiting for us just around the corner.
Right this way to Pure Michigan.
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