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Today we didn’t make a budget.
Today we made mermaid tails at the shore.
Today we didn’t have lunch with the client.
Today we had a tea party that served only lake water.
Today we didn’t wear multiple hats. Today we wore dune grass wigs.
Today we didn’t build equity.
Today we built castles for ladybugs.
Today wasn’t business as usual. Today was Pure Michigan.
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Detroit is on the rise and the momentum is contagious. Don’t just take our word for it. Come see for yourself.
Be a part of the buzz that is the new and improved Detroit.

For a vacation as exciting as the rebirth of a city, visit us online or call.

1-800-DETROIT (338-7648) | visitdetroit.com
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Big wheel keeps on turning in
Marietta Ohio.
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“Columbus has a great food &
beverage scene. We love making
the trip down there to dine with
friends and pick up beers &
spirits from local producers.”
- Jonathon Sawyer, Chef-Owner,
The Greenhouse Tavern
and Noodlecat in Cleveland

One culinary scene
has critics calling
for seconds.
Experts from all over the country are discovering the amazing food scene in
Columbus. And with top-ranked chefs, one-of-a-kind restaurants and some of
the best desserts you’ll ever have, this is one culinary adventure that will have you
raving too. See what all the talk is about at facebook.com/columbusfoodscene.

“Jeni’s Splendid Ice Creams is the top
ice cream artisan in the U.S.”
- Bon Appetit
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Re g a r d i n g H e n r y
Michigan celebrates Henry Ford’s 150th birthday

H

enry Ford’s vision changed
the way we live. His life
spanned an era of dramatic
change—from farm to factory, from the Civil War to World War II,
from candlelight to electric light, from
horses to cars. This year marks the 150th
anniversary of the founder of the Ford
Motor Company and Metro Detroit and
Southeastern Michigan is celebrating
with a full calendar of events.
Henry Ford’s influence is everywhere
in the Henry Ford Museum. It’s in the
iconic vehicles in their new Driving
America exhibit. There’s his very first car,
the Quadricycle, along with the worldchanging Model T and the first mass
market V-8s, among others. You’ll also
find some surprises like the remarkable
Ford Tri-Motor plane and the Fair Lane,
Henry Ford’s personal railroad car.
Driving America has more than 100
vehicles on display, from hybrids and
electric cars, to muscle cars, racers and
modern-day SUVs. Be sure to check out
the 1931 Bugatti Royale Type 41, or the
1943 Willys Jeep that was made famous
during World War II.
Take a minute to learn to talk like a
trucker, and then make sure to stop at
Lamy’s, the quintessential diner, completely restored and ready to serve. Sit
down at the counter, slide into a booth,
or grab a chair on the attached patio and
enjoy a coffee and doughnut.

The Made in America exhibit is where
you’ll find an “exploded” version of Henry
Ford’s Model T along with a miniaturized
assembly line and a real Model T that
you can help build, all representing innovations that shaped the modern world.
Between May and August visitors can
meet Henry Ford in Henry’s T — an interactive, 15-minute dramatic presentation
at Greenfield Village. Learn how Ford was
inspired to build the world’s universal
car. Guests also discover why the Model
T was so revolutionary and how Mr. Ford’s
visionary thinking enabled him to put
the world on wheels.
Visitors to the Ford Rouge Factory Tour
can feel the heat of the blast furnaces,
hear the rumble of the huge stamping
presses and watch as the Ford F-150
pickup is built.
On July 20, spectators can see 150
Model A, Model T and older Ford cars
cruise from the Henry Ford Retirement
Village, to Nankin Mills in nearby Westland, Michigan.
Henry Ford and his wife Clara constructed Fair Lane in 1914. The 56-room
mansion was built with rough-hewn
Ohio limestone to harmonize with the
surrounding countryside and included
a powerhouse and a man-made lake.
Designated a National Historic Landmark
in 1966, Coming Together: A Celebration
of Henry Ford will take place at the estate
on July 27, 2013. This free community
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event will bring Henry Ford to “life” and
feature many of his little-known interests
and contributions. Enjoy a BBQ picnic
cooked with charcoal briquettes, another
innovation of Mr. Ford’s.
More than 400 makers will bring their
wares, ideas, inventions and solutions
to Maker Faire Detroit, July 27-28, at The
Henry Ford. It’s a festival that celebrates
unconventional ingenuity, unbridled
creativity and a whole lot of forward
thinking.
Experience the elegant lifestyle of a
bygone era at Edsel & Eleanor Ford House
in scenic Grosse Pointe Shores. At the
home of Henry Ford’s only child, Edsel,
you’ll see original antique furnishings, an
impressive collection of fine and decorative arts, and much more in a breathtaking
60-room Cotswold mansion. Stroll 87
acres of lakefront gardens and grounds.
Henry Ford is honored in a different
way at The Henry Hotel. Recently named
Michigan’s No.1 hotel by the U.S. News
& World Report, experience the epitome
of elegance and sophistication from a
perfectly situated Dearborn hotel near
downtown Detroit. Located adjacent to
Fairlane Town Center, three miles from
The Henry Ford, and one mile from
Ford Motor Company’s World HQ, the
Autograph Collection hotel is named in
honor of Henry Ford.
The AAA Four Diamond hotel features
well-appointed guest rooms and suites
with 37-inch flat-screen TVs, DirecTV
with 24 HD channels, complimentary
HSIA, exclusive bedding and RUSK bath
amenities.
Indulge your palate at TRIA, the hotel’s
restaurant serving inspiring American cuisine, or rejuvenate the body and mind in
our whirlpool and fully equipped fitness
center with onsite dry sauna.
Ranking No.2 on the U.S. News & World
Report’s list of Michigan hotels is the
Royal Park Hotel in Rochester, Michigan.
Architect Victor Saroki patterned the
property after a stately English manor
home presiding over the soothing banks
of Paint Creek.
Located a 40-minute drive north of
Detroit, guests will truly feel like royalty.
The comfortable rooms and suites come
equipped with Egyptian cotton linens,
spacious marble bathrooms, L’Occitaine
bath products and complimentary internet access. Guests have included Paul

True Spring
The hardest part about
visiting Traverse City
is deciding what
to do first.

True North

wineries & tasting rooms| charming port towns | eclectic boutiques | sugar-sand beaches
art galleries | four-season outdoor recreation | resorts & spas | cozy lodging

TraverseCity.com | 800-TRAVERSE
/VisitTraverseCity |
TCCVB Crossings spring 2013 ad.indd 1

@TraverseCity |
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Regarding Henry
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1954 Wildcat II, the XP300 and the 1910
Buick Bug.
Sloan*Longway is also putting the
pedal to the metal this summer in a new
display of performance cars. From April
27th through June 2nd Driving Dream
Machines will feature two unique sets of
the legends of the street, from the GTO
to the Road Runner, and many of their
beefy brethren in-between.
Wisner’s Whizbang Emporium, the newest gallery at the Sloan Museum is designed for young and old to play together.
Reminisce and wonder at toys from the
past as your little tykes “shop” for food
and go to the kitchen to “prepare” a meal.
Spend time with your kids by playing a
board game or discovering a book.
Explore the wonders of outer space
and experience scientific discovery at
Sloan*Longway Planetarium, Michigan’s
largest planetarium with astounding
special effects.
The Flint Institute of Arts is the second
largest art museum in Michigan with
two expansive changing temporary exhibition galleries and a permanent collection of more than 8,000 works of art
representing ancient cultures to cutting
edge contemporary art.
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McCartney, Hugh Heffner and former
president George W. Bush.
The elegant Brookshire dining room
features a unique selection of menu items
under the direction of award-winning
Executive Chef Colin Brown. Using locally sourced products in imaginative
ways, the culinary team put an eclectic
kick into classic Midwestern cooking.
A Royalty Tea, held Tuesday to Saturday
from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. features freshly
baked scones, lemon curd, clotted cream
and specially prepared pastries served in
a sunny gallery overlooking Paint Creek.
The Townsend Hotel in Birmingham,
is a gem of European elegance, tucked
away amidst the pleasing parks, and sophisticated designer boutiques in one of
Michigan’s most affluent suburbs.
A haven for the most discerning travelers, the Townsend’s Rugby Grille features a
warm and comfortable dining experience.
Tables are set amidst fresh-cut flowers and
a cozy fireplace, and it has been recognized
with many culinary awards including
“One of the Top Ten Best Restaurants”
by Zagat’s Restaurant Guide.

The trendy Corner Bar, with its urbanchic décor is replete and striking backlit
bar is a popular hangout with locals, pro
athletes and visiting luminaries.
The Baronette Renaissance Detroit Hotel,
located at upscale Twelve Oaks Mall in
Novi, features 155 beautifully renovated
guestrooms, each feature pillow top mattress, Egyptian cotton sheets, and 37″ HD
televisions. Enjoy a host of amenities,
from their on-site Wellness Center to a
serene outdoor garden terrace.
Flint Michigan is known as the birthplace of General Motors and its automotive history dates back to the early 1900s.
The Kearsley Street Campus of the Flint
Cultural Center includes the Alfred P.
Sloan Museum, and Buick Gallery &
Research Center where visitors can step
back in time and learn all about these
incredible automotive stories.
Dramatic settings, video programs and
hundreds of artifacts and photographs
portray the area’s tumultuous 20th century history in the Flint and the American
Dream exhibit.
The Buick Automotive Gallery is home
to the largest collection of vintage, oneof-a-kind and experimental prototype
Buicks, including the recently restored

0
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The Spice of Life
Four distinct golf courses. 500 lodging
options across 4,500 acres. One spectacular
resort. SCR’s variety ensures your golf
getaway meets your every expectation.

UNLIMITED STAY & PLAY
GOLF PACKAGES

$

start at

79

USD

Call to reserve your preferred
dates and tee times today.

it’s a beautiful day
Cedar River GC • The Legend GC • Schuss Mtn GC • Summit GC
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800.678.4111 • shantycreek.com

B Y MANTAN DOUGLAS

The 18th hole at Schuss Mountain.

Teeing off in Traverse City

A

ncient glaciers carved the deep
clear lakes and dramatic hills
that give golf in Traverse City
its breathtaking natural setting,
and the finishing touches on its 17 golf
courses were added by the likes of Jack
Nicklaus, Arnold Palmer, Gary Player,
Jerry Matthews and Tom Weiskopf.
Set against a backdrop of woods, water
and hills throughout picturesque Leelanau, Grand Traverse, Benzie and Antrim
counties, Traverse City golf is, in a word,
incomparable. Matchless designs, stunning beauty, impeccable conditioning
and a warm welcome await golfers teeing
up in Traverse City.
The Bear, Grand Traverse Resort and
Spa’s best-known golf course is credited
with sparking the explosion of designer
golf course construction in northern
Michigan. The Bear has been the home
of the state’s oldest and most prestigious
tournament, the Michigan Open, since
1985. Designed by Jack Nicklaus the
links-style course is a stern test of golf
with terraced fairways, tiered greens, deep
grassy roughs, moguls and mounds and
deep pot bunkers.
Designed by Jerry Matthews, Antrim
Dells is rated 4.5 stars by Golf Digest
and overlooks beautiful Lake Michigan.
Now part of A-Ga-Ming Golf Resort, the
front nine is more spacious with room
to miss the fairway now and then. The
back nine is cut through the trees with
water and sand coming in to play as well.

Combine all the natural terrain features
of this cleverly cut golf course with winds
coming off of Lake Michigan from the
west and you have a great course that can
play different every time out.
But let’s face it: the universe is full
of well-designed golf courses. A truly
world-class golf destination needs to offer
something more, something genuine. It
has to be a real place with its own story,
its own flavor, its own soul — and it has
to offer a golfer something special once
he or she leaves the course. That’s what
sets Traverse City apart.
Situated on beautiful Grand Traverse
Bay in Northern Michigan’s wine country,
Traverse City has long been treasured for
its serenity, its beauty, and its unique
mixture of relaxation, adventure and
natural splendour, with miles of beautiful
beaches and lakeshore vistas.
Its restaurants have given it a reputation as one of America’s up and coming
“foodie” towns (Bon Appetit magazine
has listed it among the top five in the nation) and its vineyards are producing some
of the best wines in the country. The beer
is pretty good too. Draft magazine calls
it one of America’s emerging beer towns!
Shoppers are drawn to the city’s treeshaded and pedestrian-friendly downtown, where a decade of thoughtful
restoration and renovation has yielded
beautiful results: scores of fascinating
boutiques, restaurants, coffee shops and
galleries, and lots of places to sit and
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relax. Meanwhile, the Grand Traverse
Commons, a former mental asylum, offers
some shopping and dining adventures of
its own, as do the nearby villages of Suttons Bay, Bellaire, Leland and Glen Arbor.
With four championship courses
Conde Nast Traveler named Shanty Creek
among its Top Golf Resorts in the World
in 2012. The Legend is an Arnold Palmer
design that cascades from hilltops with
stunning views of Lake Bellaire to valleys with holes that play alongside and
over crystal-clear waters. Even the most
focused golfer will be challenged by
awe-inspiring views from each and every
hole. Golf Digest gives The Legend an
enviable 4 stars.
Cedar River was designed to compliment
nature. Architect Tom Weiskopf carefully carved this course out of Northern
Michigan hardwoods, and it seems as if it
has always been here. Named one of the
best courses in Northern Michigan, Cedar
River offers five tees providing players
of every ability with a challenging, yet
playable golf course.
There’s a wide variety in the lodging
choices open to golfers, too. You can stay
in a full-service resort right at the edge
of the fairway, of course. But you might
prefer to stake out a spot on the beach
at one of the town’s many waterfront
inns, find a quiet hideaway in a hilltop
vineyard chateau or rent a secluded cabin
in the woods.
The historic Park Place Hotel is a beautiful old property in the middle of everything in Traverse City. It’s just steps from
downtown shops and restaurants or an
easy stroll to the bay and beach. Over the
years, the Park Place has hosted luminaries in entertainment, business, politics
and the arts and has come to occupy a
prominent and cherished role in the area.
The history, gracious accommodations,
thoughtful amenities and comprehensive
services make this a very special place.
The Health Club features an indoor
pool under an expansive glass dome,
and hot tub. It also offers cardio equipment, weight/resistance machines and
free weights, and a dry sauna. Access is
complimentary for houseguests. The Beacon Lounge on the 10th floor offers a very
intimate setting, overlooking Traverse
City and Grand Traverse Bay.
One of the best golf values in the
Midwest might be Shanty Creek’s “Golf

Hotel

Traverse City

Park Place
Hotel

231 ◊ 946 ◊ 5000

www.Park-Place-Hotel.com
300 E State Street Traverse City, MI 49684

Full Service Hotel

Park
Hotel
in Place
Downtown
Traverse City

Mention this ad when making your reservation & receive

A WELCOME TO TRAVERSE CITY PACKAGE

‘Till You Drop” package. This package
includes one night’s lodging, breakfast
and two days of unlimited golf on any
of the resort’s four golf courses.
Located in the emerald green hills of
Traverse City’s southwest side, The Crown
Golf Club takes advantage of northern
Michigan’s rolling topography and scenic
vistas to offer 18 holes of challenging,
yet playable golf. There are some very
friendly holes on the front nine but the
back nine may have you wishing you had
an eraser on your golf pencil.
Golf enthusiasts will find unsurpassed
terrain and beauty while playing one of
northern Michigan’s newest golf additions. The Leelanau Club at Bahle Farms,
is an 18-hole championship course that
boasts spectacular views of Suttons Bay
and West Grand Traverse Bay. The varied terrain includes hills, woodlands,
water and strategically placed bunkers.
Two holes are situated among working
cherry orchards, just ripe for the picking
in July, while golfers plot their strategy
to the green.
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Discover
Waterfront dining
Shopping
Laughter & fun

www.BlueWater.org

Clay l Algonac l Marine City l St. Clair l Port Huron l Lexington l Port Sanilac l Harbor Beach l Port Austin
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The Petoskey area’s natural charm
If you love the water it doesn’t get any better than this

T

he Michigan resort towns
of Petoskey, Harbor Springs,
Bay Harbor and Boyne City
are worth every minute of
the roughly four-hour drive from metro
Windsor-Detroit. People come for the
stunning natural beauty and glistening
waters of Michigan, the exceptional
shopping, the nearly limitless outdoor
recreational opportunities, and the worldclass golf. The relaxed, unhurried pace
and charming Victorian ambiance add
the final touch.
The crystal-clear waters of Little Traverse
Bay have a special allure to those who
enjoy swimming, boating, windsurfing
and fishing. Or you may want to simply
unwind and listen to the waves lap unto
the shore. When you kick off your shoes
for a stroll along the beach, be sure to
keep an eye out for some of those famous
Petoskey Stones to take home.
Those who enjoy stepping back in time
will find that their historic districts offer
a wealth of treasures from yesteryear. The

B Y GAIL MERO-O’NEIL

Michigan the #2 region in the country for
concentrated golf quality. Rolling hills,
majestic forests and glistening lakes have
attracted the country’s top golf course designers. You’ll remember the golf courses
long after forgetting your scores.
With more than 2,800 rooms in the
area, you can be assured of finding lodging
that’s exactly right for you. Choose from
quaint country inns, luxurious condominiums and modern full-service hotels.
Stay on a golf course, on a lakefront or
right in the heart of town. Select a place
that has an indoor pool, or one that allows
pets. Whatever your preference, they’ll be
waiting for you with a warm smile and a
friendly word. Once you experience the
unhurried resort town ambiance and
unrivalled natural beauty of the Petoskey
area, you’ll know even a few days here
will bring a lifetime of memories.
For more information, including travel
directions and lodging assistance, contact
the Petoskey Area Visitors Bureau at 1-800845-2828 or visit www.PetoskeyArea.com.

Bay View area alone has nearly 500 Victorian structures. The stunning architecture
of these century-old cottages, churches
and inns has earned Bay View a designation as a National Historic Landmark.
Be sure to leave time to explore the
shops, boutiques and galleries. The Village at Bay Harbor, Petoskey’s famous
Gaslight District, and the downtown
areas of Harbor Springs and Boyne City
are lined with dozens of inviting shops.
Chances are you’ll discover that special
something you’ve always wanted.
Golf Magazine has rated northwest

your vacation memories will be

CRYSTAL CLEAR
The beauty and charm of our resort towns will create
a lasting impression – one certain to bring a warm
smile every time it’s recalled.

PetoskeyArea.com



800.845.2828

Free Vacation Guide
Petoskey

BCV 3462 Crossings Canada Ad.indd 1
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Harbor Springs



Bay Harbor



Boyne City

2/15/13 4:33:06 PM
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Tiptoe Through the
Tulips in Holland

DeZwann or “The Swan” windmill in Windmill Island Gardens.

Michigan’s Dutch Treat

L

ocated along the shores of
Lake Michigan and Lake Macatawa, Holland Michigan is
a town where everyone goes
Dutch. You see it in the tidy buildings
and gardens, and taste it in the Dutch
delicacies found in shops and eateries
around town. First settled in 1847 by
Dutch Calvinists, the area’s Dutchthemed attractions augment the nearby
Lake Michigan shoreline in attracting
thousands of visitors a year.
The annual Tulip Time Festival, held
this year May 4-11, draws about 1-million
visitors each year. The festival began in
1930 when 250,000 tulips were planted.
Currently, six million tulips are planted
along city streets, in parks and outside
municipal buildings, as well as attractions like Dutch Village, the city-owned
Windmill Island Gardens, and Veldheer
Tulip Gardens.
Tulip Time, which has been ranked
as America’s third largest town festival,
also features three amazing parades,
traditional Dutch dance performances,
concerts, Dutch food and attractions and
Tulip City Tours. This year’s headliners
include Kenny Rogers and the Second
City comedy troupe.
Windmill Island Gardens is a beautiful
oasis on the edge of downtown. Best

known for “De Zwaan” a nearly 250- year
-old working Dutch windmill, the park
features 36 acres of manicured gardens,
home to over 150,000 tulips, dikes, canals
and walking paths. The windmill, which
stands 12 stories tall, with steel beams
and sails spanning 80-feet, is still fully
functional and you can even buy a bag
of freshly ground flour to take home! An
antique Dutch carousel and Amsterdam
street organ are two more Dutch treats.
Step back into the Netherlands of a
century ago at Nelis’ Dutch Village Family
Theme Park & Wooden Shoe Factory. Complete with authentic Dutch architecture,
windmills and canals, costumed interpreters demonstrate crafts and life in the olden
days. Kids will have a blast sliding down
the giant wooden shoe, walking a goat,
feeding farm animals, or riding the Dutch
Swing and Petal Pumper Carts.
Adults can step onto the Heksenwaag,
a 200-year-old witches’ scale, to find out
who is guilty of witchcraft, hand crank
an Amsterdam street organ, and sample
Dutch specialty foods. Everyone will
enjoy a visit to the wooden shoe factory
where they can try on a pair of Klompen
(wooden shoes).
Veldheers Tulip Farm plants over 5-million tulips for you to walk through and
enjoy.They are also home to De Klomp
14 - CROSSINGS

Wooden Shoe and Delft Factory, the only
North American production facility for
the world famous Dutch pottery. Follow
the process from pouring the liquid clay
into molds, to firing the clay at 2,000
degrees. Then talk to the artists as they
hand paint Dutch designs and glaze each
item to a perfect finish.
Wooden shoes are considered the
original Crocs, surprisingly practical
footwear for gardening, Klompen dancing, or just hanging out and dispensing
some Klompen Wijsheid (Wooden Shoe
Wisdom). Watch an old world artisan produce wooden shoes from block of poplar
wood using authentic Dutch machinery
still used in Europe today.
With sweeping views of downtown
Holland CityFlatsHotel is the happiest
hotel in the happiest city in America. It’s
the first hotel in the Midwest to achieve
LEED Gold Certification, it boasts interior
furniture and décor, almost all locally
designed and manufactured. Each of our
56 guest rooms has beauty, brains, and a
unique sense of style.
Holland boasts over 1800 acres of parks
and 120 miles of bike trails. The Holland
State Park is one of the most popular parks
in the State of Michigan. Swim, picnic,
sunbathe, or take a walk on the pier. Big
Red, the most photographed lighthouse in
Michigan, is just across the channel where
freighters pass by like ships in the night.
And, the sunsets over Lake Michigan are
nothing less than magical.
Nearby Mount Piscgah is a towering
sand dune that rises 157 above Lake
Michigan. Take a hike up the 230 steps
and boardwalk for the most spectacular
views of Lake Michigan, Lake Macatawa
and the Holland Lighthouse.
Kollen Park, one of the town’s most
beautiful recreational parks, is just a hop,
skip and a jump from downtown Holland.
The main commercial area is filled
with first-class shopping and dining,
and creative art venues. In the summer,
thirty venues, throughout an eight block
area of downtown Holland, are home to
performers every Thursday evening during the 13 week Street Performers Series.
From stilt walkers, to contact jugglers,
acrobatic artists and human statues, visitors will be entertained! And, no stop in
Holland is complete without a visit to
Captain Sundaes for one of their famous
Tommy Turtle Sundaes.
For more information please visit the Holland CVB website www.holland.org, or call
1.800.506.1299.

Holland, MI...
A world away

Windmills & wooden shoes
Boutiques, antiques & galleries
Warm sandy beaches
Tulip Time Festival May 4–11, 2013
holland.org | 800.506.1299

Big, squishy noses. Red, furry feet.
It’s an exhibition all about the body!
Grab the kids and run, jump, and play
your way through a new interactive
exhibition all about the human body.
Sesame Street Presents: The Body comes
to Sloan Museum on February 16. For more information, or to
order tickets, call 810.237.3450 or visit SloanLongway.org.

February 16 – May 26, 2013
1221 E. Kearsley Street * Flint, MI 48503

Sponsored locally by

Created and produced by

Genesee District Dental
Society Endowment Fund

We wish to thank the Charles Stewart Mott Foundation for its continued support.
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Sesame Workshop ®, Sesame Street ® and associated characters, trademarks and design elements
are owned and licensed by Sesame Workshop. © 2012 Sesame Workshop. All Rights Reserved.
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The Osthoff Resort & Spa is one of America’s best lake hotels.

Wisconsin’s Elkhart Lake
A legendary getaway in the Kettle Moraine

E

lkhart Lake has been beckoning
visitors from as far back as the
1800s. This timeless lakeside
resort village is located in the
heart of Wisconsin’s Kettle Moraine State
Forest, just one hour from Milwaukee.
Area attractions include the fabled Road
America racing circuit and the renowned
Quit Qui Oc Golf Club. The Elkhart Lake
Depot Museum is housed in a century-old
railroad station and chronicles the history
of this pristine resort community
Formed by retreating glaciers, the
lake has an almost supernatural clarity
and was considered sacred by the Native Americans who camped along its
banks. Shaped like an elk’s heart, the
crystalline 120-foot-deep lake sparkles
like a million tiny diamonds under an
impossible blue sky.
Once a summer getaway, Elkhart Lake
has evolved into a year-round destination
featuring, expansive resorts; charming
bed and breakfast inns; and restaurants
and pubs boasting interesting local cuisine. Numerous shops and galleries offer
a diverse shopping experience from wine
and locally made artisanal cheeses, to
one-of-a-kind pottery and gifts. Outdoor
recreation includes boating, kayaking and
fishing on the crystal-clear lake, as well
as golf and hiking.
Captain Tom’s Elkhart Queen offers

guided historical tours or cocktail cruises
on serene Elkhart Lake.The village’s proximity to the Kettle Moraine State Forest
and its glacially formed hills and valleys
make it a popular destination for hikers,
bikers and cross-country skiers.
The Victorian Village Resort has the feel
of a gracious informal country estate.
This beautifully restored vintage resort
has presided over the sandy shores of
Elkhart Lake for over a century. The
resort’s Back Porch Bistro lets you dine al

fresco under the stars with magnificent
views of the lake. A must-see stop is
the famous waterfront Barefoot Tiki Bar
with decadent, hand-packed ice cream,
refreshing cocktail and free live music
on weekends.
The Paddock Club on Lake Street, combines seasonal ingredients with European
culinary traditions in a restored historic
building. Enjoy handmade pastas, fresh
fish, steaks, chops, or take in a view of
the bustling open kitchen from its turnof-the-century bar.
The Osthoff Resort is located on 500feet of recreational lakefront. A romantic
getaway for couples, activities like beach
bonfires, lake cruises and horse-drawn
hayrides, make it ideal for a family vacation. Named one of America’s Best Lake
Hotels by Travel + Leisure, the resort offers
spacious one-, two-, and three-bedroom
suites with a choice of woodland or lake
views. Cozy up to a fireplace or take in the
view from your private balcony. There are
kitchens, when you’re feeling culinary;
room service, when you’re not.
The Osthoff’s Aspira Spa was created as
a place to take one’s journey — a place
to move forward in nature and peace.
With a design that reflects the wisdom of
feng shui and the elements of wood, fire,
earth, metal and water. SpaSuites feature
comfortable living areas that include
amenities such as a fireplace, whirlpool
tub, patio and love seats. Aspiria was
named the #1 Midwest Spa and #4 USA
Spa in 2011.
Services include specialized body treatments, chromatherapy and Vichy shower
treatments, specialty facials, spa pedi-

Racecars parade through the streets of Elkhart Lake.
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Elkhart Lake
cures, manicures, salon services, sauna
and whirlpools. The Lomi Lomi massage
is a traditional Hawaiian “loving hands”
massage that uses percussive and wavelike movements with smooth strokes to
induce a total state of relaxation.
Lola’s on the Lake offers fresh regional
cuisine, an outstanding wine list and a
delightful decor with beautiful views of
Elkhart Lake. The eclectic menu created by
an award-winning culinary team and the
extensive wine choices, combined with
the resort’s natural beauty and ambiance.
Entrees include Pan-Seared Rushing Waters Rainbow Trout, Osso Buco and Luna
Stout-Braised Kobe Short Ribs.
Whether you love to cook and want
to enhance your culinary skills, or you
just enjoy learning about French Cuisine
and other great food, L’ecole de la Maison
at the Osthoff Resort is a great environment to develop your passion. Their
courses are faithful to traditional recipes,
yet geared to you and your kitchen. The
chef instructors welcoming and helpful,
and their custom kitchen a joy to learn
in. Workshops, single and multi-day,

and weekend courses, span such topics
as Artisan Breads, French Bistro Soups
and Stocks, Tarts and Pastries, French
Desserts and more.
Road America is known as “America’s
National Park of Speed!” Attracting nearly
a million visitors a year, the facility is
situated on 640 acres near the Kettle
Moraine Scenic Drive and has hosted
races since 1955. The 4.048-mile track
features numerous elevation changes,
along with a long front stretch with
speeds approaching 200 mph. One of
Road America’s best-known features is a
turn on the backside known as “the Kink.”
Currently, it hosts major motorcycle
events like the AMA Pro Racing series
May 31-June 2 and Vintage Classic, June
6-9. Vintage car events include Spring
Vintage Car Weekend May 17-19 and
mid-summer favourite, The HAWK at
Road America, one of the largest vintage
racing gatherings in the United States.
The July 18-21 event features over 50
classes of cars racing in several groups.
The four-day weekend will also showcase
a historic CAN-AM race, in celebration of
CAN-AM’s 47th Anniversary.
The original CAN-AM race series (19661974) had very few restrictions allowing

the evolution of some of the fastest,
most sensational and innovative sports
racers ever seen. Everything from cult
favourites to priceless limited production
model racecars and a Corvette marque,
celebrating Corvette’s 60th anniversary
are scheduled to participate.
On Friday and Saturday evening, as
part of the Concours d’Elegance presented
by Road & Track, 100 sports and racecars
will parade through the tiny village of
Elkhart Lake. Other fan attractions include autograph sessions, an automotive
art and vendor fair, on-track touring and
public go-karting at the Blain’s Farm &
Fleet Motorplex. Other events include the
Ferrari Club of America, August 1-4; while
the NASCAR Nationwide Series rolls into
town on June 20-22. The facility also hosts
activities for groups of all sizes, corporate
adventure programs, go-karting, ATVs,
geocaching, paintball, motorcycle and
driving schools.
for more info

For more information and for assistance
planning a stay at legendary Elkhart Lake, call
toll-free 877.355.4278, or visit Elkhart Lake’s
website at www.elkhartlake.com.

Comfortable.

Elegant.

Spacious accommodations,
the perfect lakeshore location.
Aspira Spa, a cooking school, regional
cuisine made with locally grown food,
and all the services and amenities you’d
expect of a AAA Four Diamond resort.
The elegant and the comfortable meet at
The Osthoff Resort, your place on the lake.TM
To reserve your summer holiday,
call 855.203.8592.

Elkhart Lake, WI, USA • www.osthoff.com
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		 The Path
Between Seas

T

he romance of crossing two
oceans in a single day remains
just as compelling as it was centuries ago, when mariners first
dreamed of carving a route through the
narrow Isthmus linking two continents.
The Panama Canal is both a natural
and a man-made marvel, with leviathan
ships, and the vast machinery of the locks
juxtaposed against a dense jungle canopy.
And seeing the canal from the deck of a
cruise ship like Coral Princess is a once
in a lifetime experience.
Travelers will marvel at this intricate
system of man-made channels, locks,
dams, and artificial lakes that connect
the Pacific to the Atlantic. As one early
reporter so succinctly put it “this canal
is both a first and a last ... man will
never again build with such scope, such
imagination.”
Built specifically to navigate the canal, Coral Princess sails a classic 10-day
Panama Canal itinerary roundtrip from
Fort Lauderdale, with a partial Panama
Canal transit to Gatun Lake, followed by

The Coral Princess Atrium.
a call in Colón, Panama. There are also
calls in the Caribbean ports of Aruba;
Cartagena, Columbia; Limón, Costa Rica;
and Grand Cayman or Ocho Rios Jamaica.
The Panama Canal is about 50 miles
long with an average transit time of nine
hours. Each one of the locks has concrete
walls 1,000-feet long and 81-feet high.
You can’t help but admire the skill of the
captain and canal pilots, who ease the
ship through the locks with just inches to
spare on either side and emerge without
so much as a scratch.
Princess cruise ships incorporate a
variety of major features and intimate
spaces. They call it “Big Ship Choice,
Small Ship Feel,” the deluxe amenities
of first-class hotel combined with impeccable personal service. For passengers
who just can’t get enough of the scenery,
Coral Princess features 90% ocean-view
staterooms — with over 700 balconies. A
wrap-around Promenade Deck provides
a perfect vantage point for watching the
locks raise the ship 85-feet from sea to sea.
The 1,970-passenger vessel features
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two pools, including a swim-against-thecurrent lap pool. The Lido Pool has three
hot tubs, and the Lotus Spa pool has two!
There’s a nine-hole putting course called
Princess Links, and virtual golf simulators
where you can practice your swing.
The ship has some great boutiques
where you can shop for duty-free gifts
and a library where you can relax and
enjoy some good literature. There’s a 24hour Internet Café, an art gallery/auction
and even a wedding chapel. Plus, the
ScholarShip@Sea® program offers some
great seminars where you can learn about
anything from wines to the destination
you’re traveling to!
Coral Princess offers traditional cruise
dining (meals at the same time each day)
in the Provence Dining Room, where
you’ll receive attentive service from your
own waiter! You can also choose the
Anytime Dining option at the Bordeaux
Dining Room. Specialty restaurants like
the Bayou Café and Steakhouse, and Sabatini’s Italian Restaurant, with gourmet
cuisine on par with the best shore-side
restaurants.The Horizon Court offers 24hour dining, and you can get take-out so
you can enjoy it by by the pool!
Afternoon tea is a cherished Princess
tradition, served on fine china by an attentive, white-gloved wait staff presenting
clotted cream, platters of pastries, finger
sandwiches and piping hot cups of the
world’s finest leaf teas.
Nights are always blazing with activity, from Broadway-style revues, to plush
lounges, casinos and trendy dance clubs.
The ship features seasoned professional
performers at the Princess Theater, or the
Universe Lounge.
Brent Webb brings his Vegas style, high
energy production to the high seas as a
headliner for Princess Cruise Lines.
Webb has appeared with superstars like
Dionne Warwick, Don Rickles, and Chaka
Khan, who credits him with “blowing her
mind.” The legendary Johnny Carson
said of Webb, “I’m in total awe. You’re
the very best I’ve seen!”
Brent’s performance is an extraordinary
blend of mystery, humor, psychology and
intuition. He dazzles the mind as he challenges his audiences to question what is
real and what is unreal, what is possible
and what is impossible. He dramatizes
the unknown, the unexplained, and the
unbelievable. You don’t just watch his

Path Between Seas
performance; you experience it, through
audience participation. It’s a breathtaking journey to the center of your mind.
The Panama Canal is also undergoing the greatest expansion project in
its nearly 100-year history. Visitors will
have a rare opportunity to see history in
the making as the $5.25-billion project
deepens and widens the Gaillard Cut, a
winding 8-mile channel that makes up
the narrowest part of the waterway. A
third set of locks each with three lock
chambers will enable much larger ships
to pass through the canal.
The Spanish first surveyed a canal route
through the Isthmus of Panama in 1534
but it would be more than 300 years before
construction finally began. A French company started digging the canal in 1880,
but the project went bankrupt. In 1902,
the United States purchased the French
holdings in Panama for $40 million and
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers were
put in charge of construction. It would
take 10 more years, $387 million and
countless lives to complete.

Colón is a wide -open tropical port right
out of a Joseph Conrad novel. Located on
Panama’s central Caribbean coast, Colón
is just a twenty minute drive from Gatun
Lake and less than an hour’s drive from
Panama’s most historical attractions.
From here, it’s easy to plan visits to sites
like the Panama Railroad, Gatun Locks,
and old Spanish fortress Fort San Lorenzo.
Founded in 1533 by Spanish Conquistador Pedro de Heredia, Cartagena was the
treasure chest of the Spanish Main. Today,
the city’s Historic Center is a designated
UNESCO World Heritage Site and one of
the best examples of colonial architecture
to be found anywhere in South America.
The massive bleached city walls provide
breathtaking views of the Caribbean and
the city’s picturesque skyline. Visitors can
take a horse drawn coach through the
labyrinth of narrow cobblestone streets
past the colourful colonial houses with
wooden balconies, and tile roofs.
License plates on Aruba bear the slogan
“One Happy Island” and it shows. Located
15 miles off the coast of Venezuela, days
are filled with sunshine and the beaches
curve like brilliant, white smiles along the
coast. Nowhere is Aruba’s Dutch heritage

more apparent than in the capital of Oranjestad. Pastel-coloured houses combine
carved wooden doors and traditional
Dutch tiles with airy open galleries and
sloping, Caribbean-style roofs.
Roughly half the size of Ireland,
Costa Rica is home to an astonishing
bio-diversity with no fewer than one
dozen climatic zones and shelters about
5 percent of the world’s known species
of flora and fauna. There are at least 50
varieties of humming birds and millions
of butterflies, including the dazzling blue
morphos, with an 8-inch wingspan and
electric blue wings.
Ocho Rios — Jamaica’s sizzling resort
town — is Spanish for “eight rivers”
flowing against a canvas of blue-green
mountains, and sun-drenched whitesand beaches.
Three miles west of town Dunn’s River
Falls gushes out the limestone rock and
cascades 600 feet to the beach. The falls
spill over layered tiers of stone that form
a natural walkway interrupted by occasional rapids and quiet mountain pools.
Visitors can either climb up the falls with
the assistance of a guide follow the paved
walkway that parallels the falls.

The Gatun Locks.
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The mansion at Willistead Park.

Spring into Windsor

W

indsor is the place to be this
spring. People are drawn
by its arts, culture and
heritage attractions and by
a variety of outdoor experiences. Learn
about Prohibition history, or examine
the region’s rich past as the birthplace of
Canada’s automotive industry.
The city’s ethnic diversity is reflected
in a wide range of cultural attractions
and dining options. And there’s no better
place to shop for a bargain.
WINDSOR CROSSING
Windsor Crossing is one of the most
exciting retail developments in Southwestern Ontario. Their collection of
premium brand names are specifically
tailored to designer fashion, athletic apparel, shoes and home accessories, among
others. With over 30 stores to choose
from, Windsor Crossing has something
for everyone.
Windsor Crossing currently houses
some of the most elite brands at savings
of up to 60% off everyday. Brands like
Aeropostale, Coach Factory, Hugo Boss
Outlet and Tommy Hilfiger Outlet. Fashionable footwear fans will find plenty to
like at the Reebok Outlet, Tootsies Factory
Shoe Market and Nine West Shoe Studio.
Newest stores include Banana Republic

and Costa Blanca. Experience the thrill of
the hunt, then relax after your shopping
excursion and enjoy the beverages and
cuisine at Caffé Mondo.

FRANCO ANGILERI DESIGNS LTD
Franco Angileri Designs in the heart
of Windsor’s Little Italy, is a unique and
one of a kind boutique featuring exceptionally beautiful designer clothing from
around the world. Located at 814 Erie St.
East in Windsor, Angileri offers dozens of
contemporary designs for both men and
women, from casual day wear to exclusive
evening wear, and one of the finest selections of coats and jackets.
Franco attended the prestigious Parsons
School of Design in New York City and
Sheridan Fashion Institute & Technology, and trained alongside world famous
designers. The Detroit Free Press heralded
him as “The Area’s Best Kept Secret.”
He will be presenting some of this season’s best looks at the Annual Windsor
Symphony Orchestra Guild Fashion Show
and Dinner, March 26 “I love to make a
woman feel special,” Angileri says. “It’s
a style for today based on yesterday’s
elegance.”
Franco will personally do alterations
to make that perfect fit. Fancy a custom
designed outfit, wait no longer and call
Angileri. Visit them soon to view their
selection of beautiful designs, colours of
fabrics from Monday- Saturday, 9-5 or
call 519-256-1595.

World War II era vintage warplanes in Jackson Park.
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MEZZO RISTORANTE & LOUNGE
Mezzo Ristorante & Lounge offers a
chic, yet comfortable atmosphere. The
ambience provides a unique balance of
stylish metropolitan flare, exceptional
service and authentic Italian cooking.
Mezzo is Italian for “middle” and the
restaurant is located in the heart of Erie
Street. Owners Michael Barlozzari and
Filip Rocca have succeeded in bringing
their restaurant/lounge concept to the
forefront of the local culinary scene by
combining Northern and Southern Italian
cuisine with global influences.
The menu skillfully combines fresh
seasonal ingredients. Customers rave

about the home made ravioli stuffed
with roasted butternut squash and mutzu
apple, in a ginger, bacon, sun dried tomato
cream sauce.
Then there are entrées like Lobster
Ravioli — home made ravioli stuffed
with lobster and crab in a Pernod spiced
blush sauce with wilted spinach, and sun
dried tomato oil. Desserts include Mezzo’s
signature Tiramisu — layered ladyfinger
cookies with liquor and espresso flavoured
mascarpone cheese and topped with
chocolate. And as always, Mezzo turns
Club at 10 p.m. with the latest tunes all
night long. If you can’t make it for the
dinner, meet some friends after 9 p.m.
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and enjoy some awesome martinis from
the patio bar overlooking Via Italia.
Come and experience Mezzo’s newly
renovated lounge area. They have removed the couches with high tables and
bar stools to give the lounge a fresh new
look. The art throughout the restaurant
has been replaced by pieces from Nancy
John Gallery here in Windsor. Mezzo will
also be creating a unique tapas menu
soon to compliment the new area. The
lounge is now a perfect place to have a
business meeting or casually enjoy some
appetizers and a glass of wine.
GRILL 55
Grill 55 is known for great steaks,
Ontario pork and lamb, fresh seafood,
flatbreads and amazing pastas. Inspired
by the upscale urban style of New York’s
trendy grill restaurants, the ambiance is
warm and relaxed, the service friendly
and attentive.
Located in The Holiday Inn & Suites
Ambassador Bridge in Windsor, Grill 55
features a casual fine dining atmosphere
with 120 seats in the dining room, 44
seats in the lounge and 60 seats in the
private dining room.
Committed locavores source as much
local product as possible, everything from
hand-cut steaks, to sauces and spring
rolls. Breads are prepared in house including the excellent house bread, herb
biscuit recipe served with three kinds of
butter. Menus change quarterly, and with
the season.
Their private dining room hosts, Wine
Tastings, Scotch Tastings, and Gastronomical events like the Colio Wine tasting
Dinner March 27; Easter Brunch March
31; and Mothers Day Brunch May 12th.
For more information visit their website
www.grill55.ca.
LEAMINGTON
Sunsets, secluded beaches, after dinner
sails, and exotic butterflies are all part
of life in Leamington, Ontario. Located
along the 42nd parallel on the north
shore of Lake Erie, adjacent to Point Pelee
National Park, Canada’s southernmost
community shares a latitude with Rome
and northern California.
The Leamington Marina Park/Waterfront Promenade, surrounded by flowerbeds, and planters, is a great way to relax
and watch the boats come in as the sun
is going down. The upper park is home
to Leamington’s Art in the Park and hosts
a free outdoor concert series during the
summer. Visitors can hop on the auto
ferry that runs to Sandusky, Ohio and
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Windsor
pastoral Pelee Island. Known as Canada’s
Key West, the 36 square mile island is
located right in the middle of Lake Erie .
Lovers of art, music, food and wine,
families young and old, are invited to
attend the can’t-miss festival of the year.
Travel “Route 1812” and board Tall Ships
in five communities including Leamington. See the ships! Be entertained by our
performers and artists. Experience culture
and heritage through interactive displays,
games, activities, and food. Just $15 gets
you a region-wide boarding pass to climb

aboard and explore all the visiting Tall
Ships in the region.
Nature’s bounty is so generous that the
region produces the most diverse array
of crops in Canada and by late summer
roadside stands and markets overflow
with a cornucopia of fresh fruits and vegetables. Visitors can also follow the Lake
Erie North Shore and Pelee Island Wine
Route, featuring twelve unique wineries
offering tours and quality wines.
The area also houses the largest concentration of commercial greenhouses in
North America, supplying fresh produce
year round to supermarkets across the
continent. The Leamington Agricultural

Kingsville Ontario, Canada
Visit, play and stay in
Kingsville!
Location –

• Located in the southern most part of Essex County
• Population of 21,000
• Situated on the north shores of Lake Erie

Amenities –

• A wide variety of available housing
• Safe and vibrant community
• Parks, trails and public beaches
• Championship golf courses
• Award-winning wineries
• A restaurant destination

Affordability –

• One of the best affordable communities in Ontario
• Low cost of living including property taxes, utility costs and
transportation
• Low cost of doing business

Lifestyle –

• High quality of life
• Small town charm
• Superb restaurants, shopping and entertainment
• Large variety of recreational programs and
facilities for active living
• Close to Windsor and Detroit airports and
world renowned entertainment facilities

www.kingsville.ca
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Society presents its annual fair this Father’s Day weekend in June.
Leamington celebrates its romance
with all things tomato at the Leamington
Tomato Festival in Seacliff Park. This year’s
festival takes place the third weekend in
August with a pageant, parade, a car show,
and live entertainment.
KINGSVILLE
Visitors to Kingsville will enjoy a walking tour down tree-lined streets viewing
the graceful Victorian homes with large
wraparound verandas. Several of these
historic properties have been converted
into bed and breakfasts, and specialty
shops and boutiques.
Lakeside Park has been a community
gathering spot for more than 100 years. A
rolling hill set on the shore of Lake Erie,
this spot features a sandy beach, grassy
and treed areas, with a meandering creek.
A riparian buffer of native flora has been
planted along the edge of Mill Creek.
The Jack Miner Bird Sanctuary was established in 1904 by Jack Miner for the conservation of migrating geese and ducks.
Known as “Wild Goose Jack,” Miner was
a naturalist, lecturer and humanitarian,
who devoted his life to conservation.
National Wildlife Week held the week of
April 10th each year, honours Jack Miner
on his birthday.
The Canadian Transportation Museum
& Historic Village located in the midst of
54 wooded acres will transport you back
in time with its display of 19th century
buildings including artifacts, memorabilia, bicycles and vehicles (all in working
condition).Be sure to stop at the General
Store and check out the new 50’s Diner.
Colasanti’s Tropical Gardens is a fabulous
outing for the whole family year round!
Over 3.5 acres of tropical greenhouses
feature one of the largest sections of tropical plants and flowers in Southwestern
Ontario. Visitors can enjoy the petting
farm with live animal encounters and
shows performed weekends. There’s also
an 18-hole indoor mini golf, arcade,
sports store, kiddie rides, bounce town
inflatables and bumper cars!
Nestled in a 19 acre conservation area
on the shores of Lake Erie, the John R. Park
Homestead is a restored 19th century farm
home. The homestead includes a smoke
house, stable, and an outhouse. Chat
with the blacksmith or craftsman dressed
in period costumes, or visit the heritage
garden and orchard. Meander along the
boardwalk and relax by the lakeshore
under the shade of a tree.

Leamington, Ontario

www.leamington.ca
For information call: 1-800-250-3336

TL-31 Ad.indd 1

27 - CROSSINGS

27/03/11 5:35 PM

B Y RENU SAGGAR

Bob-Lo Island & Amherstburg
Watching the ships go by at Bob-Lo Island..

Islands in the stream

B

ob-Lo Island is an emerald
that lies green and glittering
in the waters of Lake Erie.
Once known as Bois Blanc
or “White Woods” for the white birch
trees, that blanketed its shores, it was
the site of a Jesuit Mission in the 1700s,
and contested during the War of 1812.
For a century the 272-acre island was
the site of an amusement park drawing
thousands of visitors each summer. The
regal stone Dance Pavilion, is a reminder
of days filled with children’s laughter and
romantic evenings under the stars, when
live music drifted like mist over the water.
Today, Bob-lo Island is being reborn as
an exclusive four-season marina lifestyle
community unlike no other in North
America. It’s a unique blend of remnants
from the past together with the bold
new spirit of today, all in a grand new
vision. Whether you’re looking to create
a lifetime of family memories or seeking
that special getaway to enjoy a carefree
lifestyle, Bob-Lo Island is the ideal setting
in which to experience life the way you’ve
always dreamed it should be.
Choose from an enchanting landscape
of building lots to the south of the island,
exquisitely detailed homes at the north
end, townhomes and condos in a number
of charming, tree lined enclaves situated
throughout the island in a natural setting.
Here residents find tranquility and true
balance in life. Jog along the shoreline,
or bike the extensive nature trails.
Take an evening stroll to the eastern

shores of Bob-Lo and witness the mammoth freighters passing through the channel. The Bois Blanc Light House National
Historic Site is located on the southern
end of the island, the lighthouse was
constructed n 1836, its lantern poised 56
feet above the high water mark.
Whitesands Beach is a gorgeous stretch
of waterfront that residents will enjoy all
summer long. As the crimson sunsets to
the west make your way past the marina
village and enjoy a candle lit dinner at
our island restaurant.
Come discover this magical paradise
and the art of living well on an island
that will be like no other.

Bob-Lo Island may be an island but its
shores will never limit you. Just across the
channel on the mainland is downtown
Amherstburg, one of Canada’s quaint,
colonial towns with a history as rich as
Bob-Lo. Nestled on the shores of Lake
Erie and the Detroit River just 25 minutes
away from the Windsor/Detroit border,
Amherstburg is steeped in the history of
the War of 1812, and was the final stop
on the Underground Railroad.
Immerse yourself in award winning
festivals and events while you experience riveting sunsets, breathtaking water
vistas, natural conservation and fabulous
gardens. Discover the gateways to magnificent wineries while you drive scenic
county roads. Taste the bounty of the
county with fresh local produce along the
way or dine in one of the eclectic eateries.
This year’s keystone event will be the
“Sails to See” as part of the War of 1812 Bicentennial celebration. Step back in time
as Amherstburg transforms into an 1812
setting with First Nations presentations,
costumed re-enactors, deck tours of tall
ships like Lynx America’s Privateer, and
the re-enactment of the “Battle of Lake
Erie.” On land, the Women’s March was
inspired by the Ladies of Amherstburg,
who saved the Town of Amherstburg
from being burned by American Troops.
It all takes place in enchanting downtown Amherstburg in the King’s Navy
Yard Park. Visit all five, waterfront communities hosting tall ships when you buy
a passport to get on board!
For more information, visit them
o n l i n e a t w w w. a m h e r s t b u r g . c a o r
www.1812amherstburg.com.

Amherstburg

Community & Visitor’s Guide

The Sails to See Festival takes place Aug. 31 to Sept. 1.
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Island living was meant to be
enjoyed all on one level
On Bob-Lo Island, you can get your exercise in
much more enjoyable ways than going up and
down stairs.
Our beautifully designed ranch style bungalows
start at 2,040 square feet and feature spectacular
river views, three bedrooms, open concept eatin kitchen, a great room with fireplace and a
generous back porch, ideal for entertaining.
Your ranch style bungalow will easily accommodate
the guests you invite to Bob-Lo, the exceptional
island paradise, unlike any other in North America.

, 2,040 sq. ft.

524 Gold Coast Drive

$399,000

ONLY

HST Included

PRIVATE HOMES, TOWNHOMES AND WATERFRONT LOTS

Book a personal tour of our Model Homes today

Call Lou Harris 1-519-796-2251 or DiscoverBoblo.com
340 Dalhousie St., Amherstburg, Ontario

Prices and specifications are subject to change without notice. E.& O.E.
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You’ll Love It Here!
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Place your bet on the Enchanted Mountains
Western New York’s Cattaraugus County is Naturally Yours

C

attaraugus County is a peaceful oasis for people who enjoy
nature. Located in Western
New York, along the Pennsylvania border, the region is home to
Allegany State Park, the largest state park
in New York State. The 65,000 acre park
is open year ‘round with a multitude of
outdoor activities for every season.
Salamanca the only city in America
on Native American lands. The Seneca
Indian Nation, a branch of the Iroquois,
has a proud history, which is on view at
the Seneca-Iroquois National Museum.
You don’t have to go to Las Vegas to
enjoy world-class gaming, dining and
entertainment. The Seneca Allegany Casino & Hotel offers state-of-the-art slot
machines and table games in a memorable location at the foot of the majestic
Allegany Mountains. A new $53 million
hotel tower added more than 200 rooms
with unobstructed mountain vistas. All
existing rooms received $1.2 million in
renovations to match those in the new
hotel
tower.
HolidayInn1/2H
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Allegany State Park.
Experience the Old Order Amish way
of life with a trip along New York’s Amish
Trail, located in the western portion of
the Enchanted Mountains. .
The Amish sell their products from their
homes and the Amish Trail Map will help
you locate their businesses. These maps
may be picked up at any of the businesses
or downloaded at www.amishtrail.com.
The Seneca Nation’s influence permeate the Salamanca area, which boasts
Seneca - Iroquois museums and shops
and a robust gaming industry.
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The Holiday Inn Express® Hotel &
Suites Salamanca embraces the spirit
and natural splendor of the Enchanted
Mountain Region. Hotel guests can enjoy
the scenery along the Amish Trail and in
Allegany State Park, which is practically
in their backyard, and will be delighted
by a staff that is friendly and caring.
The hotel is also just down the street
from Seneca Allegany Casino and Seneca
Gaming and Entertainment, both of
which provide free, 24-hour shuttles to
hotel guests.
A recent multi-million dollar renovation includes amenities, like free highspeed, wireless internet, a heated, indoor
pool, a whirlpool, and fitness center can
help you relax at the end of the day. A
Deluxe Continental Breakfast is included
in your room rate. There is even a complimentary laundry facility and your
room rate is exempt from taxes because
the hotel owners are Native American.
The spacious lobby features comfortable chairs, a stone fireplace and decor
reflective of the Seneca Nation.

CATTARAUGUS
COUNTY
CHAUTAUQUA-Allegheny Region

Holiday Valley Resort
Griffis Sculpture Park

New York s
’ Amish Trail

Thunder Rocks
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State Park

B Y RENU SAGGAR

Learning how to live in
New York State

The Miller Bell Tower presides over the lake as a Chautauqua icon.

Summer in Chautauqua

I

n his 1866 book “Over the Atlantic and Great Western Railway,”
Patrick Barry, an English reporter
wrote “The attractions of Jamestown are its cheerful look, it fine prospects
from the mountains, and its glorious lake.
It is a land literally flowing with milk and
honey.” Today, picturesque rural areas are
dotted with Amish farms and businesses
and quaint Victorian villages.
Jamestown will forever be known as
the “Home of Lucille Ball.” The Lucille
Ball Little Theater of Jamestown and the
Lucy-Desi Museum celebrate one of the
area’s most famous natives. The fascinating Lucy-Desi Museum tells the story
of an unlikely pair who became two of
Hollywood’s biggest stars.
Cruises on the “Summer Wind” and
the “Chautauqua Belle” a replica of an
1890s steam-powered paddle wheeler,
are an ideal way to enjoy the natural
beauty of Chautauqua Lake. Evergreen
Outfitters begins regular weekly guided
paddling tours at the end of May, which
run through the end of August. Visit
www.evergreen-outfitters.com for more
information.
Jamestown also has a another claim to
fame. According to Golf Digest Magazine
website, GolfDigest.com, Jamestown is
“The Best Little Golf Town in America!”
The Chautauqua Golf Club has been

a golfing tradition since 1896. The club’s
original eighteen, the Lake Course was
designed by the legendary Donald Ross in
1913. The Peek ‘n Peak Resort in Findley
Lake, offers 36-holes of championship
golf. The par-72 Upper Course, is considered the region’s sternest test of golf,
with breathtaking views, beautifully rolling terrain and huge undulating greens.
With its position on the southeastern
shores of Lake Erie, Chautauqua County
is a prime spot for raptors and migratory
birds before embarking on their journeys
across Lake Erie. The Roger Tory Peterson
Institute (www.rtpi.org) and Jamestown
Audubon Center (www.jamestownaudubon.org) offer two world-class visitors
centers to learn more with exhibits, nature
trails, programs and gift shops. You can
also visit www.tourchautauqua.com and
look under Where to Play: Birding for a
list of suggested birding sites.
The village of Fredonia possesses a
unique Victorian ambience. The many
restored homes enhance the turn-ofthe-century setting and a beautifully
renovated opera house adds charm to this
historic village. The Women’s Christian
Temperance Union was founded here
in 1873.
Fredonia’s location on southeastern
shore of Lake Erie places it in the heart
of Concord grape country. A favorable
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climate coupled with a unique topography — a wide, shallow lake basin bordered
by a narrow plateau of deep gravel soil
— produces an excellent grape harvest
for Chautauqua County wineries. Six
wineries conduct tours of their facilities
and offer tastings of New York State’s
finest wines.
Nestled on 750-acres along the serene
shores, the Chautauqua Institution’s
gilded age architecture presides over
dramatic natural setting. It was founded
in 1874 on the belief that everyone “has
a right to be all that he can be — to know
all that he can know.” Today, it welcomes
over 170,000 visitors each summer — all
within the beautiful setting of a historic
lakeside village.
The Victorian village remains a time
capsule of small-town Americana. Visitors stroll along winding brick lanes past
gingerbread-style cottages and quiet gardens nestled under a canopy of maples.
Visitors describe it as an experience rather
than a vacation — a place for renewal.
The experience comes in many forms.
Minds are stimulated, faith restored. The
human spirit is rekindled.
The Institution’s annual season, which
runs from June 22 through August 25,
offers visitors the best in fine and performing arts, education, recreation and
religion. For a programming schedule,
visit www.ciweb.org.
The Lily Dale Assembly, is a community
dedicated to the science, philosophy and
religion of Spiritualism. Established in
1879 by a group known as “Free Thinkers,” the summer season offers a series of
events and experiences to bring information, enlightenment, hope and peace to
many visitors and residents.
Memorial Day Weekend and the
Chautauqua-Lake Erie Art Trail’s Open
Studio Tour kick off the third annual
Chautauqua-in-June learning festival,
three weeks and dozens of vacation experiences, many celebrating local farms,
food and drink, May 31-June 16. Join
a farm to table culinary adventure or
winemaker’s dinner. Be a brewer for a day
at Southern Tier Brewing Company. Go
foraging for fungi and learn how to use
various types in preparing a meal. Classes
are held in a multitude of settings across
Chautauqua County.
For more information about events and
attractions in Chautauqua County, or to
plan for Chautauqua-in-June, call 1-866908-4569 to request a free travel packet or
visit www.tourchautauqua.com.

Stay

THE

AT H E N A E U M

HOTEL

•

E S TA B L I S H E D

All-Inclusive Packages Available
For availability and reservations
800.821.1881 or athenaeum-hotel.com

1881

2013 Summer Season
June 22 – August 25
Visit us at www.ciweb.org

C H A U TA U Q U A I N S T I T U T I O N • C H A U TA U Q U A , N Y

ur
yo

chautauqua
What would you like to learn today?
Learn, laugh, play, and re-create yourself with lakes and learning
vacations, Victorian ambiance, Amish communities, wineries in
America’s Grape Country, Chautauqua Institution, Lucy-Desi Center
for Comedy, and Peek’n Peak Resort and Spa.
Come for Chautauqua in June, a celebration of farms, food and drink,
May 31 – June 16.

Request a free visitor’s guide and plan your adventure!
866-908-4569 tourchautauqua.com

2013Crossings.indd 1
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The Seneca Niagara Casino & Hotel.

Falling for Niagara Falls USA
It’s time you went chasing waterfalls

N

iagara USA offers a breathtaking view of one of nature’s
marvels and an experience
to last a lifetime. With over
750,000 gallons of water flowing over the
falls each second, it’s no wonder Niagara
Falls attracts over eight million visitors
each year. Area attractions include the
Aquarium of Niagara, Old Fort Niagara
and the Seneca Niagara Casino. And
what trip to the Falls would be complete
without stopping by the Daredevil Museum
and seeing first hand the barrels used by
thrill seekers attempting to go over one
of the wonders of the world.
The mighty cascades are just one of the
many adventures available to both thrill
seekers and those a little less daring. Don
a raincoat and trek down to the base of
the Falls at the memorable Cave of the
Winds, or jump aboard the Maid of the
Mist and see what the Falls look like from
the bottom up.
Or, take a leisurely stroll through
Niagara Falls State Park. The oldest state
park in the country is home to over 400
acres of lush landscape and wildlife, the
beautiful falls themselves, and many
famous attractions.

At the Cave of the Winds you’ll be
face-to-face with the awesome power of
Niagara Falls. Get soaked on the Hurricane Deck where you are just feet from
the thundering waters, or visit at night
when the Falls are illuminated in a rainbow of colour!
The Maid of the Mist is a spectacular

The Maid of the Mist.
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half hour ride but the memory will last
a lifetime. The world famous scenic boat
passes the American and Canadian Falls
boarding at the Observation Tower elevator at Prospect Point in the state park.
A waterproof rain poncho is provided.
Whether you are just browsing or looking for great deals, shopping in Niagara
Falls NY is an absolute must. Only 5
minutes away from one of the world’s
natural wonders, shopping at the Fashion Outlets of Niagara Falls is a wondrous
indoor/outdoor experience.
Expose yourself to 150 designer outlets
offering fantastic savings on name brand
apparel with up to 75% off. Shoppers save
money because they are buying directly
from the manufacturer. The same items
cost more at a department store, as the
department store has to “mark up” the
price. Enjoy huge savings at Coach,
Aeropostale, Burberry, Banana Republic,
Michael Kors, Hugo Boss, Cole Haan
Outlet, Kate Spade, Saks Off Fifth Ave,
Nike and much more! Fashion Outlets of
Niagara Falls also offers a food court with
several sit down restaurants, including
Tim Hortons, Ben & Jerry’s and Applebee’s
Neighborhood Bar & Grill.
Want to save even more money? Purchase a Fashion Outlets Green Savings
Card at the Customer Service Center for
just $5! Simply show your card at participating stores and save! Look for the
Green Savings Card logo at participating
stores. All offers are posted at each participating store.
Seneca Niagara Casino & Hotel features
147,000 square feet of gaming space with

ExCItEMENt

Worth SHARING
SeNeca Niagara
caSiNo & hotel
• More than 4,000 state-of-the-art slots and
100 thrilling table games
• Mouthwatering dining options like the new
thunder Falls Buffet, featuring six delicious
stations in a fresh marketplace atmosphere
• exquisite fine dining at la Cascata & the
award-winning western Door Steakhouse
• 604 luxurious rooms in our
AAA Four Diamond hotel and spa
• Soothe your mind, body and soul
in the Spa & Salon

MORE VALUE

at SENECa NIaGaRa CaSINO
with your Seneca Player’s Club Card it
takes $170 coin-in to earn $1 in points.
Compare our program against other casinos in Ontario, Canada:
Niagara FallS,
caNada

$200 CoIN-IN =
$1 IN PoINtS

SeNeca Niagara
caSiNo

$170 CoIN-IN =
$1 IN PoINtS

Plus, you earn points
on all table Play

two MINUtES FRoM tHE RAINBow BRIDGE
310 Fourth Street | Niagara FallS, NY 14303
1-877-8-SENECA | SenecaCasinos.com
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Plus, we have the NEwESt
GAMES available for you to
play! AND your Canadian
dollar goes further with
favourable exchange rates!

Niagara USA
4,000 slot machines and 100 table games,
10 restaurants, live entertainment and
a AAA Four Diamond Award-winning
hotel. The 26-story hotel tower houses
604 recently-renovated deluxe rooms and
suites, a spa and salon, fitness center and
indoor pool.
Entertainment venues include the
2,400-seat Seneca Niagara Events Center,
which in the past year has hosted Stevie
Nicks, Tony Bennett, Chicago, and many
others. Upcoming shows include Sylvia
Browne, the super psychic, author, and
lecturer on Saturday, Apr. 27, and The
Temptations & The Four Tops on Saturday, May 11.
The 440-seat Bear’s Den Showroom features stadium-style setting and a roster
of entertainers like Gino Vannelli, ASIA,
Big Bad and Rik Emmett. Vocal harmony
rock group Ambrosia perform on Friday,
Apr. 19, while Southside Johnny & The
Asbury Jukes appear on Saturday, Apr. 20.
Dining options include the all new
Thunder Falls Buffet. The casino’s original
restaurant has been transformed through
an $8.5 million investment into an open-

market style eatery with stunning architectural designs, high-tech lighting and
video screens. A completely revamped
menu features with more than 100 selections across six unique dining stations,
including Mediterranean, Asian, Central
Grille, Wood-Fired Brick Oven, Salad Bar,
and Desserts.
The Western Door: A Seneca Steakhouse
is the property’s award-winning upscale
restaurant offering specially-selected
U.S.D.A. Prime and Choice cuts of beef.
Koi offers pan-Asian cuisine while the
Noodle Bar at Koi serves quick, savory, and
healthy foods such as dim-sum (dumplings), congee, rice bowls, sushi, fresh
vegetables, and more.
La Cascata prepares authentic Italian
cuisine with a fantastic selection of wines
and cheeses, while Tim Hortons Café and
Bake Shop/Cold Stone Creamery matches
Canada’s best doughnuts and coffee, with
America’s most decadent ice cream.
The nine retail outlets include TEN
– accessories, clothing and more, with
every item priced at $10 and Seasons with
variety of gifts to fit the current season
and holiday.
The United Office Building, built in
1929, was erected as a towering achieve-

ment of art deco architecture, uniquely
blended with a Mayan revival motif.
Renamed The Giacomo in 2010 and now
listed on the National Register of Historic
Places, it has become the premiere luxury
boutique hotel in Niagara Falls.
Spacious guest rooms are covered in
the softest, luxurious Italian linens with
the most comfortable down pillows.
Take an extra long shower in our oversize
bathrooms before you get ready for your
Niagara Falls adventure. Some rooms offer
a fireplace and/or jacuzzi.
Their downtown location is just a short
walk to the Falls, Cave of the Winds, Maid
of the Mist and State Parks.
Niagara Falls International Airport is an
attractive alternative to congested major
North American airports like Buffalo, and
Toronto Pearson International. Literally
minutes away for millions of Canadians
in Southwestern Ontario, they completed
a new, $23 million, 68,000-square-foot
terminal in July, 2009. Travelers can fly
to Orlando/ Sanford (also near Daytona
Beach), FortMyers/Punta Gorda, and
Tampa/St. Petersburg, Florida on Allegiant; and to Fort Lauderdale Florida
and Myrtle Beach, South Carolina via
Spirit Airlines.

The

biggest
names
in fashion
all under one roof
Over 150 designer brands at outlet prices.

Minutes away from the Falls, hotels and bridges.

Saks Fifth Avenue OFF 5th, Polo Ralph Lauren, Nike Factory Store, Coach, Kate
Spade, Hugo Boss, Tommy Hilfiger and so many more—all in our enclosed mall that
ensures comfortable year ‘round shopping and dining. Bring this ad to customer
service and receive a FREE Green Savings card and over $800 added savings.

NY I-190 Exit 22 • 800.414.0475 • FashionOutlets.com
FA0013028_Crossings_V1N2.indd 1
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They came.

They shopped.

They stayed!
When it comes to Niagara USA,
it ALL begins once you cross the border.
Think outside the mall. Sure, the exchange rate is fabulous and the
shopping is first class, but why not make the most out of your trip by
soaking in everything Niagara USA has to offer? Whatever the season,
there’s a good reason to explore Niagara Falls and beyond to find what
you're looking for. From breathtaking views and picturesque parks to
endless excitement and adventure, Niagara USA offers fun for the whole
family all year long! Make a day of it, make a night of it, and then make
a day of it all over again. It’s a world wonder you didn’t come sooner.
For a complete list of attractions and lodging information, visit Niagara-USA.com.
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Up close and fashionable.

Niagara USA
One of the great advantages of flying
from Niagara Falls International Airport is
that you don’t have to pay international
flight fees. It’s also about 30 minutes closer
to Toronto, via the Queenston-Lewiston
Bridge, than Buffalo Airport, and parking
at Niagara Falls International Airport is
free! They also offer free Wi-Fi inside the
terminal.
In nearby Lockport, enjoy a unique
narrated 2-hour cruise and five original
locks of the Erie Canal aboard the Lockport Locks & Erie Canal Cruise.
The Lockport Cave features a walk
through 1,600 foot water-power tunnel
blasted out of solid rock and viewing
geological cave formations while riding
in an underground boat.
The River Region Shopping in Lewiston,
Sanborn & Youngstown offers Main
Street shopping at its best. Discover the
independently owned shops and art galleries in historic villages. Main Street in
Youngtown, Center Street in Lewiston
and Buffalo Street in Sanborn. They will
charm you with antiques, collectibles and
one of a kind finds!

VP David Kopasz and Executive Chef Gary McHale open the all new Thunder Falls
Buffet at Seneca Niagara Casino & Hotel.
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BLOOMINGDALE’S
MACY’S THE BAY
MICHELGERMAIN.COM

The Indian River Lagoon.
B Y ADELINA IRVINE

Florida’s all natural wonder
Nature & Nurture in Indian River County

F

lorida’s Indian River County, is
a destination where visitors can
enjoy small-town ambiance,
world-class amenities, without
high-rise buildings, traffic or smog to mar
the great view. Travelers can relax on
miles of picturesque beaches, or choose
activities located within a few minutes
of local resorts.
Swimming, surfing, boating, deep sea
fishing, scuba diving and sky diving are
just a few of the wide range of exciting recreational opportunities awaiting you in
Indian River County. There are a number
of challenging golf courses, tennis courts,
hiking and biking trails, riverside camping and seaside picnic facilities available
for year-round enjoyment including the
Atlantic Ocean in their backyard.
Enjoy the seaside town of Vero Beach
which has been named “Best Small Town
in Florida” one of the “100 Great Towns
in America.” Vero Beach is experiencing
a marvellous renaissance with the advent
of new hotels, shops and dining experiences, including the Vero Beach Hotel &
Spa, and Costa d’Este, owned by entertainment and hospitality entrepreneurs
Gloria and Emilio Estefan.
The beachfront location offers unfettered access to the pristine shoreline of
Vero Beach, or relax in the private gardens

or outdoor pool, while enjoying a cocktail
from the pool bar. Tropical days and urban
nights go hand in hand at this oceanside resort. The 94 richly-appointed guest
rooms and 4 suites feature lavish décor
and state-of-the-art technology. The Wave
Kitchen & Bar, is an ocean-front dining
space with amazing views of the Atlantic
and a dining experience similar to what
you would find at a hospitable and cozy
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dinner party at a friend’s home.
The city is bisected by the Indian River
Lagoon on one side and Orchid Island, an
oceanfront barrier island on the other.
Manatees glide through town all year at
the Manatee Viewing Area near the 17th
Street Bridge.
Located on Florida’s Treasure Coast, the
county gets its name from the Indian River
Lagoon, North America’s most diverse
estuary with more than 2,200 different
species of animals and 2,100 species of
plants. The lagoon varies in width from
one-half to 5-miles wide and averages
3-feet in depth. It serves as a spawning
and nursery ground for many species of
fish and shellfish. Nearly one third of
the nation’s manatee population lives or
migrates through the lagoon seasonally.
In addition, its ocean beaches provide one
of the best sea turtle nesting areas found
in the Western Hemisphere.
Newcomers will discover and enjoy a
host of ecological venues such as Pelican
Island Wildlife Refuge, established in
1903 by President Teddy Roosevelt as
the first federal bird reservation. It was
the first time the federal government set
aside land for the sake of wildlife. Other
eco venues include Sebastian Inlet State
Park, the Oslo Riverfront Conservation
Area, McKee Botanical Garden and several
popular birding sites.
The McKee Botanical Garden is known
for its 18-acre subtropical jungle hammock, filled with a diverse collection of
plants and several restored architectural
treasures, and is listed on the National
Register of Historic Places.

slip into your perfect Florida vacation.

SEBASTIAN

Explore Indian River County. Call 772.567.3491 or visit www.PerfectFloridaVacation.com
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VERO BEACH

FELLSMERE

Indian River

ar

Shoppers can find plenty of bargains
at Vero Beach Fashion Outlets. The only
true outlet center in the region, Vero
Beach Fashion Outlets is home to some
of the best known names in fashion,
including Justice, the Ann Taylor Factory
Store, Banana Republic Factory Store,
Calvin Klein, Chico’s Outlet, Coach Factory Store, J. Crew, Jones New York, and
Tommy Hilfiger. The Treasure Coast’s
largest fashion outlet offers an onsite
ATM, a Food Court and a Trolley service
with stops throughout the outlet for your
shopping convenience.
Indian River County is an amazingly
culturally rich community thanks in large
part, to the efforts of the Cultural Council.
Collaborating with their members they
produce a variety of events including
the Birding Festival, Cultural Quest: A
Hunt for Art and Culture, a week-long
Celebration of the Arts in the spring and
a 1-day Celebration of the Arts festival
in early fall, and Summer Fest with the
Symphony of the Americas broadcast live
fn
e
throughout the world
via internet. Each
year the Cultural Council produces the
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Indian River County is conveniently located
between the Space Coast and Palm Beach
County on Florida’s Central East Coast, just
forty minutes south of Melbourne International Airport.
for more information

For more information contact tourism@
indianriverchamber.com or visit them at
www.indianriverchamber.com.

Cultural
Concierge
Service

Plan your perfect cultural experience.
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production or event, the Concierge Service will provide you contact information
on obtaining tickets directly from the
producing organization. Should you
wish the Concierge to obtain tickets for
you, the Concierge will purchase the
requested tickets; however, you will be
charged a small service fee for the ticket
purchase. Tickets purchased for you by
the Concierge may not be refunded.
Call, email, or visit the Cultural Concierge in the offices of the Cultural Council. Meet their informative Concierge,
who will be delighted to share the arts and
cultural opportunities available to you
during your time there. More information is available on the Cultural Council
website, www.cultural-council.org.
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Ser ving

Community Event Planner distributed
free in a convenient to carry in 9” x 6”
format. The planner is divided into these
sections: Theatre & Dance; Concerts; Fine
Art; Lectures; Film & Meetings; Community Events; and Children’s Events.
An online calendar, updated daily with
new information, helps you find all the
events listed by day,week, and month at
culturalcalendar.org.
Indian River has developed a high impact creative industry, one that compares
with large cultural centers. The rate of
creative employment in IRC, is about
twice that of the national average and in
proportional terms, Indian River County’s
creative employment is greater than Chicago, and on a par with New York City.
The Cultural Council has also established a Cultural Concierge Service to assist
visitors and local residents with the best
of arts and cultural event information in
Indian River County.
The Concierge Service will inform its
clients on how to make their time in our
county more exciting and fulfilling. Included in the Service will be information
on arts and cultural events, participating
hotels and restaurants.
Should you be interested in a ticketed

•

For information on events or
assistance with purchasing tickets
call us at 772-770-4857
or email concierge@cultural-council.org

ARTS

MATTER

Matter

2041 14th Avenue, Vero Beach, FL 32960
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Cultural
Calendar

shop wisely now. live fabulously in 2013.

save
up to

65 %

SHOP MORE THAN 50 ICONIC BRANDS INCLUDING:
BCBGMAXAZRIA • BROOKS BROTHERS FACTORY STORE • CHICO’S OUTLET
J.CREW • LOFT OUTLET • RESTORATION HARDWARE

coming soon spring 2013:
WHITE HOUSE | BLACK MARKET

located on route 60, west of i-95 at exit 147
1824 94 t h drive, vero beach, fl 32966
855.GOTOVBO verobeachoutlets.com

Vacations of a lifetime come naturally here

On South Carolina’s most beautiful barrier island is a great family
friendly spot for your summer vacation. With two championship
golf courses, tennis, ﬁshing, biking, swimming, Camp Fripp
for kids, unspoiled beaches and more, Fripp Island will turn a
weeklong vacation into memories that will last a lifetime.

855-256-1766

FrippIslandResort.com
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Where the past is always present
Rolling on the river in historic Marietta Ohio

T

The historic river cities of
Ohio celebrate a rich history
of an era gone by. It’s a place
where the past still lives on
with covered bridges, authentic sternwheelers and a tradition of handcrafted
artistry. Tree lined brick streets are lined
with graceful Victorian homes.
Marietta, Ohio was named in honor
of Marie Antoinette, the French Queen
famous for uttering the line “Let them eat
cake.” The region soon became known as
the Gateway to the Northwest and today,
the Start Westward monument stands
sentinel in East Muskingum Park. Sculptor Gutson Borglum is best known for
his stone portraits at Mount Rushmore.
The confluence of the Ohio and Muskingum Rivers was once a corridor for the
Underground Railroad and beginning
about 1795, Marietta had a small but
dedicated group of anti-slavery activists.
You can visit six Underground Railroad
sites around Marietta and Washington
County, including the Jonathan Stone

House in Belpre. Constructed in 1798,
it was an Underground Railroad station
from 1810 to 1861.
At one time there were over 50 covered
bridges scattered throughout Washington
County. Originally built to keep water
off the roadbed, the nine remaining,
bridges serve as romantic reminders of a
time gone by. Covered bridges were once
called “kissing bridges” because no one
knew what a couple might be doing once
they drove their buggy into the bridge.
Harmar Village is linked to downtown
Marietta by a historic railroad bridge that
is open to foot traffic. Harmar is home to
the Toy and Doll Museum, Marietta Soda
Museum, the Fearing House, and some
unique shops and eateries.
Visitors will want to explore the W.P.
Snyder Jr., America’s sole surviving steampowered sternwheel towboat at the Ohio
River Museum. Later, you can cruise the
Ohio River on the Valley Gem, a working
sternwheeler docked next door. The annual Ohio River Sternwheel Festival takes
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place this September 6,7,8. Between 3035 authentic sternwheel boats make the
trip to Marietta for the festival, which
also includes fireworks, food and live
entertainment.
The Wilds is one of the largest and
most innovative conservation centers
in the world. Board a Safari Transport
for an incredible adventure where you’ll
encounter rare and endangered animals
up close, roaming on 10,000 acres.
Nearby Blennerhassett Island Historical
State Park is one of the area’s most popular
attractions. The island was named after
Harman and Margaret Blennerhassett,
two Irish rogues, who built a magnificent
European style estate complete with a
7,000 square foot Palladian mansion.
The Blennerhassetts gained national
notoriety in 1806, when they allowed
former Vice President Aaron Burr to use
the island as a base for a military expedition. The estate has been reconstructed
to the period when the Blennerhassetts
lived there.

Wander The Wonders of Wayne County, Ohio
DisCOver

The J.M. Smucker
Company Store and
Lehman’s,
Kidron
Cafe, Orrville

Lehman’s, Kidron
888.438.5346 Kidron
Lehman’s,
www.Lehmans.com
888.438.5346
www.Lehmans.com

888.438.5346
330.684.1500
www.Lehmans.com
www.smuckers.com

P. Graham Dunn,
Dalton
Lehman’s, Kidron
866.922.0306

Secrest Arboretum
& Gardens, Wooster
Lehman’s, Kidron
330.464.2148
www.secrest.osu.edu
888.438.5346
www.Lehmans.com

www.pgrahamdunn.com
888.438.5346
www.Lehmans.com

Hampton Inn, Wooster
Downtown Wooster
330.262.6222
Lehman’s, Kidron

www.mainstreetwooster.org
888.438.5346
www.Lehmans.com

Ohio Light Opera
Resident Professional
Company of The
Lehman’s, Kidron
College of Wooster
330.263.2345 888.438.5346
www.ohiolightopera.org
www.Lehmans.com

2013 WCCVB

080 020513

330.345.4424
www.wooster.hamptoninn.com

Lehman’s,
Kidron
Hilton
Garden Inn,
Wooster
888.438.5346
330.202.7701
www.wooster.stayhgi.com
www.Lehmans.com

Shisler’s Cheese
House, Orrville
Lehman’s, Kidron
330.682.2105

www.cheesehouse.com
888.438.5346
www.Lehmans.com

To Discover
what you have
been missing

visit www.wccvb.com or call 1-800-362-6474
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Punta Cana

Punta Cana has great beaches.

B Y ADELINA IRVINE

Going all-in in the Dominican Republic

O

ccupying two thirds of the
island of Hispaniola, the
Dominican Republic is home
over 300 species of orchids
and a Latin culture as spicy as meringue.
Christopher Columbus first sighted the
island in 1492. He called it “the fairest
land under heaven” and it has been an
irresistible lure for visitors ever since.
Punta Cana, on the island’s easternmost
tip, presides over some of the best beaches
on the planet, with Bavaro, Macao and
Cortecito, all ranked among the world’s
finest. The water is clear, flat and warm,
and more than three-dozen resorts or
balnearios are spread over 23-miles of
powdery white sand. But don’t expect
the high-rise congestion of a Cancun. By
law, none of them can be higher than a
palm tree.
Almost all of them are all-inclusive
— the land-based equivalent of a cruise.
Once you’ve arrived, you can usually put
your wallet away as most meals, drinks,
entertainment and activities like nonmotorized water sports are included in
the package.
The Dreams Punta Cana Resort & Spa

gently kisses the palm-fringed beach bordering a surreal turquoise sea. This is truly
a place of fantasy a magical experience
for families, couples, singles and friends.
Recently named us the Best Family
Friendly Resort and the Best Pool in the
Caribbean by the TripAdvisor Traveler’s
Choice Awards, an enormous free-form
pool winds its way from the stunning
lobby all the way down to the beach. Six
international restaurants serve gourmet
fare and ten lounges like the Desires Music
Lounge and Sports Bar, pour unlimited
premium brand beverages.
A majority of the luxury rooms and
suites offer stunning ocean views and
amenities include four poster king or
two double beds, furnished balcony or
terrace, daily refreshed mini bar, satellite
TV, coffee maker, robes and slippers, air
conditioning with individual control and
twice-daily maid service.
With the pristine Caribbean as your
backdrop, everything takes on a special
aura, even just lazing in the shade of a
thatched beach palapa with a cool drink,
but there are dozens of activities including an introductory scuba lesson in the
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pool, snorkelling, windsurfing, kayaking,
tennis, beach volleyball and yoga. Learn
to dance the meringue, take a Spanish
lesson or a cooking class.
In the evenings, Dreams Punta Cana
comes alive with moonlit theme parties,
dancing, music and shows in their large
indoor theater, an authentic Dominican
Tiangus market with fine crafts, jewellery,
art and an action-filled casino.
The beauty of their Unlimited-Luxury®
service is that virtually everything is already included. You won’t have to think
about anything except fully enjoying
yourself.
The tour desk can help you arrange
private or group excursions to many
wonderful nearby attractions like Altos
de Chavón — a fascinating recreation
of a 16th century Mediterranean village
on a cliff overlooking the Río Chavón
with cobblestone streets and courtyards
covered with hibiscus and bougainvillea.
The heart of the village is the Iglesia St.
Stanislaus, designed by Italian architect
Roberto Copa and the romantic setting
for dozens of Casa de Campo weddings.
Isla Catalina is a small offshore island
with an incredible coral reef for snorkelling and diving, while Isla Saona is known
for its shimmering turquoise water and
beauty of the rugged limestone cliffs. You
may even see a pod of dolphins following your boat!
Apart from its breathtaking beaches,
Punta Cana has a 2,000-acre natural forest reserve and 9-miles of protected coral
reef. Visitors can hike trails and view some
of the native and rare species of animals
and vegetation, while the island’s mineral
springs offer a cool and refreshing refuge.
Nearby La Romana boasts some of the
Caribbean’s best golf courses, including
the spectacular Teeth of the Dog championship course. Legendary course architect
Pete Dye routed this course with 7-holes
directly on the sea and it is rated as the
number one golf course in the Caribbean.
Strong Caribbean breezes cause errant tee
shots to bounce off the rocks like ping
pong balls and the layout includes such
signature Dye touches as vast waste areas
and peninsula greens and tees.
Dominican cuisine is as savoury and
colourful as the island itself. Flag is a
signature Dominican dish made with red
beans, white rice accompanied by beef or
chicken and “tostones” — fried slices of
green plantain. Sancocho is a traditional
soup that combines all manner of meats
with different kinds of tubers.

The

e
l
b
a
t
t
e
g
r
o
Unf
Coast

™

An Unforgettable Winter Paradise

A Place to Remember

Visit The Unforgettable Coast™ this winter and enjoy the beauty and
relaxation of Florida’s Gulf Coast. For a calming winter getaway—and
the perfect snowbird escape— no other destination compares to Mexico
Beach, home to sugar-white sands, turquoise waves, and spectacular
sunsets. Explore the eclectic shops and visit local eateries for fresh,
authentic seafood. And make time for Mexico Beach–hosted trips to
Biloxi, Mississippi, in January and February. Mexico Beach welcomes all
those seeking refuge from the cold.

For more information, please visit mexico-beach.com or call toll free 1-888-723-2546.

Brought to you by: Mexico Beach Community Development Council
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visitypsi2013
may

5
11
19

ypsi area show & shine car show
michigan eastside color run
vintage vw car show

june

15-16
29

thunder over michigan air show
ton-up motorcycle show

july

5-7
12-13
20
26-27

michigan camaro superfest
michigan elvisfest
shadow art fair
michigan summer beer festival

aug

16-18
24

ypsilanti heritage festival
fire truck muster

.com 800.265.9045

#visitypsi13

