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Let’s catch up.

 Not on the phone or online, 
    but when we’ve got nothing but time
   and a couple of fishing lines.

 Where we can catch more than salmon and walleye, bass or lake trout.

   We can catch up on the kids.
     Catch up on old friends, the old neighborhood.

     Catch up on the ones that got away.
And the ones waiting for us in Pure Michigan.

®

BIG FUN, SHOPPING AND SAVINGS START IN THE D.

Emerge from hibernation and bring your family or friends to metro Detroit for a  

weekend of fashion and fun. Renew your wardrobe without breaking the bank.  

Soak up the sun at our outdoor malls. Boutique-hop in one of our quaint downtowns.  

Hit any of our upscale shopping centers or outlet malls for the hottest trends.  

Treat yourself by relaxing at a top-notch hotel or world-class spa, and enjoy everything 

 The D has to offer – from delicious dining to dancing, gaming and a show. 

Be sure to check out visitdetroit.com for spring savings now.
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Life & Style
27
cool city, cool name

Ypsilanti may be hard to spell, 
but it’s easy to like.

28
the iron age

The wilderness comes in waves 
in Marquette, Michigan.

38
rocking on the water 
The new Greater Cleveland 
Aquarium makes a splash.

8

32

Travel
8
the bird is the word

Meeting your fine feathered friends  
in Southwestern Ontario. 

18
a slow boat to flavor town

Guy’s Burger Joint is “money” on 
Carnival Liberty .

20
with a cherry on top

Life really is a bowl of cherries in 
Michigan’s Traverse City.Free Wheeling

24
food for thought

Ann Arbor wows with a packed 
menu of great restaurants.

41
going to carolina

Fripp Island’s quiet retreat. 

42
say cheese in madison

Wisconsin’s woodsy wonder-
land leaves you smiling. 

30
let the games begin

London is playing host to the 2012  
Olympic Games. 

32
the all natural wonder

Florida’s Indian River country is where 
manatees rub shoulders with rock stars.

46
a mountain state mash-up

A college town meets the great outdoors 
in Morgantown, West Virginia.

Volume 13, Number 1, Spring 2012

Named after a fighting bull,the $205,000 
Lamborghini Gallardo LP 560-4 coupe, is one 
of the most exotic sports cars in the world 

Cover: Tears of an Iris by Martin Lacasse.

Because the only thing 
better than telling old 
stories is creating 
new ones.

If you’ve ever been to Columbus, you know it isn’t your ordinary 
destination. Its one-of-a-kind festivals, unique hands-on attractions 

and freethinking attitude make it a city like no other and one 
you’re sure to love. So start planning your Columbus visit today at 

experiencecolumbus.com or by calling 866-397-2657. 
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fromGR E E T I NG S

Just 20 minutes down the coast from Panama City, 

the pace settles back into your comfort zone. You’ve reached 
Mexico Beach, the secluded seaside village that’s kept 

generations of families coming back for our sugar-white 
beaches, waterfront restaurants, charming shops, 

spectacular fi shing and aff ordable rentals. 

To plan your escape to paradise—refreshingly free 
of high-rise condos and crowds at every turn—

call 888-723-2546. Or fi nd things to do, 
lodging specials and our live beach cam at

www.mexico-beach.com  

to Panam
a Citytyt

Gulf of Mexico

Port St. Joe

Crooked 
Island

Cape San Blas

Mexico Beach

WindMark 
Beach
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he Essex and Kent County Re-
gions of Southwestern Ontario 
are home to a diverse variety 
of birds all through the year, 

and an important part of the Spring and 
Fall migratory routes. Migrating birds 
prefer to minimize time spent flying 
across open water and this area forms a 
peninsula dipping down into the Great 
Lakes, providing birds with the shortest 
route across. At peak times, birds gather 
by the thousands as the peninsula has a 
funneling effect.

Sunsets, secluded beaches, after dinner 
sails, and exotic butterflies are all part of 
life in Leamington. Uptown Leamington 
offers a pleasing mixture of the historic 
and modern served up with small town 
charm. The Arts Centre located on Talbot 
Street, hosts numerous art shows and 
special events in a carefully restored heri-
tage building. It also houses the ErieQuest 
Marine Heritage Museum, chronicling the 
nautical history of the Pelee Passage. 

Canada’s southernmost community is 
located on the north shore of Lake Erie, 
adjacent to Point Pelee National Park. The 
park is renowned as the best location 

in inland North America to observe the 
northward migration of songbirds. 

Located at the confluence two major 
bird flyways — the Atlantic and the 
Mississippi —   more than 370 species 
of birds have been recorded in Point 
Pelee and the surrounding area. It’s an 
important migratory stop-over for neo-
tropical migrants, both in the autumn 
and fall and the park’s Carolinian forest 
provides breeding habitat for species that 
are rarely found elsewhere in Canada. A 
wide variety of waterfowl, herons and 
egrets, red-winged blackbirds, bitterns, 
warblers and American goldfinches

Probably the most impressive part of 
Pelee’s spring migration is the diversity 
and huge numbers of northbound war-
blers that descend on the area earning it 
the reputation as the “Warbler Capital of 
North America.” As many as 39 warbler 
species have been seen during a single 
migration, and in 1979, three birders 
each found a phenomenal 34 species! The 
annual Festival of Birds takes place here 
May 3 to May 21. This migratory celebra-
tion features special workshops, speakers, 
hikes and even a birding breakfast. A 
wide and accessible Bird Trail at Point 
Pelee features several viewing stations 
and a new, open-air shuttle system runs 
from the Visitor Centre to the Tip, the 
southernmost point of mainland Canada.

Point Pelee is just one essential bird-
ing stop in the immediate area. Others 
include Hillman Marsh Conservation 
Area, Wheatley Provincial Park, Kopega-
ron Woods Conservation Area and the T

And your bird can sing
The bird is the word in Essex & Kent Counties

Bird watching has become a popular activity..BY RENU SAGGAR

The Boardwalk at Point Pelee.
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Holiday beach Conservation Area.
Hillman Marsh is particularly popular 

in May during the spring migration, espe-
cially with the addition of the Shorebird 
Habitat, which commonly attracts rare 
species. The Spring Shore and Songbird 
Celebration on May 12, attracts hundreds 
of visitors. A new and improved shorebird 
cell development at Hillman Marsh is 
ready for the spring migration.

Over 200 years old, Amherstburg is one 
of the oldest and prettiest communities 
in Ontario. Tranquil gardens adorn the 
bucolic Kings Navy Yard Park. A binational 
peace garden, Kings Navy Yard Park was an 
important ship building port during the 
War of 1812. Commemorating 200 years 
of peace and friendship is the over arching 
theme during this landmark event’s the 
bicentennial year. Amherstburg is also the 
gateway to many ward winning wineries, 
waterfront vistas and stunning country 
drives where birders will love to explore. 

The Holiday Beach Conservation Area has 
been designated by Bird Studies Canada 
as an Important Bird Area (IBA) of global 
significance. It’s one of the few remain-

ing places offering appropriate breeding 
habitat for the dazzling Prothonotary 
Warbler. Herons and egrets can regularly 
be seen wading the shallow waters and in 
September the masses of migrating rap-
tors including Broad-wings, falcons and 
eagles can be observed from the Hawk 
Tower, one of the most exciting birding 
locations in the county. The Hawk Fest 
September 22 & 23, is a highlight on any 
birders calendar. 

Big Creek is adjacent to Holiday Beach 
Conservation Area at the western tip of 
Lake Erie. The largest wetland in the area 
it attracts masses of migrating birds as 
they cross the lake at its narrowest point.

Visitors to Kingsville will enjoy a walk-
ing tour down tree-lined streets viewing 
the graceful Victorian homes with large 
wraparound verandas. Several of these 
historic properties have been converted 
into bed and breakfasts, and specialty 
shops and boutiques throughout the 
municipality feature everything from 
antiques to unique creations offered up 
by local artisans. 

The newly opened Chrysler Greenway 
is a 44 kilometre  off-road recreational 
trail, which runs through Kingsville and 
ends at the always popular Colasanti’s 

Tropical Gardens and can be enjoyed by 
hikers, cyclists or birders.

The Jack Miner Bird Sanctuary was es-
tablished in 1904, by Kingsville’s most 
acclaimed resident. Jack Miner, or Wild 
Goose Jack, is recognized as Canada’s 
Father of Conservation. Located near 
Kingsville, about 30 minutes from Wind-
sor, visitors to the Road 3 West property 
can see the homestead, pond, auditorium 
and museum.  Jack Miner introduced bird 
banding to trace migratory periods of 
waterfowl, and the work of bird banding 
continues its more than 100 year legacy. 
The naturalist, lecturer and humanitar-
ian, is honoured during the week of his 
birthday on April 10th through National 
Wildlife Week. Admission is free and the 
sanctuary is closed on Sundays. Call 
519.733. 4034 for information.

Chatham-Kent is always worth the 
trip. The region’s rich agricultural and 
automotive heritage, provides a visitor 
experience unlike any other. Where else 
can you find Uncle Tom’s cabin, artifacts 
from the oldest village in southwestern 
Ontario, and the site of the fabled Shaw-
nee warrior Tecumseh’s last stand? A 
monument to the slain chief is located 
near the battlefield in Thamesville. 

For the Birds

Experience. Engage. Enjoy!

Request a free Travel Guide by calling  
1-800-561-6125 or visiting www.visitck.ca

Festival of Flight Rondeau 

Provincial Park May 3-21
Norm Chesterfield Birding Day 

Wheatley Provincial Park May 16th

Rondeau Park Viewing Tower

•  RM Classic Car Exhibit
•   Buxton National Historic Site & 

Museum
•   Uncle Tom’s Cabin Historic Site

•   Black Mecca Exhibit - Wish Centre
•   Smith & Wilson Estate Winery
•  St. Clair National Wildlife Area
•   Golf at 9 challenging courses

•  Fish on 2 abundant lakes
•  Chatham Capitol Theatre
•   Family friendly festival and 

events

1-800-561-6125  ·  visitck.ca

Travel Guide2012-2013

1-800-561-6125  ·  visitck.ca

Travel Guide2012-2013

1-800-561-6125  ·  visitck.ca

Travel Guide2012-2013
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Leamington, Ontario

www.leamington.ca
For information call: 1-800-250-3336

TL-31 Ad.indd   1 27/03/11   5:35 PM

www.1812amherstburg.com

August 3rd to 5th 2012

Amherstburg Bicentennial
War of 1812
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The Uncle Tom’s Cabin Historic Site in 
Dresden chronicles the story of Rev. Jo-
siah Henson, the real-life role model for 
Uncle Tom in Harriet Beecher Stowe’s 
novel Uncle Tom’s Cabin. Born a slave in 
Maryland, Henson and his family escaped 
to Canada in 1830 via the Underground 
Railroad. Visitors can tour Henson’s 
home, a smokehouse, sawmill, the Hen-
son Family Cemetery and Pioneer Church.

Shoppers will find an eclectic mix of 
boutiques and galleries in Historic Down-
town Chatham. The quaint turn of the 

century setting welcomes visitors with 
a rich bounty of Victorian architecture, 
delightful shops and culinary delights.

Chatham-Kent offers a number of 
sandy beaches along the shallow shore-
lines of Lake St. Clair, Lake Erie and two 
protected bays. Birders can meet their 
fine, feathered friends at Rondeau and 
Wheatley Provincial Parks. Wheatley is 
nestled on the shore of Lake Erie and 
boasts the world’s largest commercial 
freshwater fishing fleet. The dense canopy 
of oak and hickory in Wheatley Provincial 
Park and two nearby conservation areas 
draw thousands of birders every year. 
Two Creeks Conservation Area, just north 

of town is a weekend mecca for walkers, 
mountain bikers and birders.

The nearby Kopegaron Woods Conserva-
tion Area is a five-minute drive west of 
Wheatley on the Talbot Trail. It offers 
excellent woodland birding during the 
migration period. Boardwalk trails me-
ander through this conservation area, 
and the colourful warblers often rival the 
blanket of spring wildflowers.

Rondeau Provincial Park boasts the re-
gion’s longest beach with 14 kilometres 
(8 miles) of sand along Lake Erie. The 
freshwater dunes and black oak savan-
nah are home to close to 200 bird species 
and hundreds more who pass through in 
migration. The South Point Trail is always 
interesting, and the Tulip Tree Trail and 
Bennett’s Avenue, are good places to see 
some rare birds. Warblers and cuckoos 
thrive in the dense Carolinian forest. 
Rondeau Bay hosts tens of thousands of 
migrating waterfowl, including Tundra 
Swans, in the early Spring and hosts the 
Festival of Flight, May 3 through May 
21, 2012.

With a crucial position on the Detroit 
River, Windsor has a wealth of heritage 
dating back to the first missionaries who 
arrived around 1640. 

The City of Roses is well-known for its 
beautifully manicured gardens, especially 
Jackson Park, with its sunken gardens 
and Dieppe Gardens, right on the river. 
A beautiful 12-mile scenic drive along 
Riverside Drive is an excellent example 
of the possibilities of urban waterfront 
recreational development. Newest addi-
tion is the riverfront sculpture garden at 
the foot of Ambassador Bridge.

It’s hard to believe that Devonwood 
Conservation Area is located in the middle 
of a large urban centre! This unique 
woodland is located along the south side 
of the City of Windsor, and features more 
than 4.5 kilometres of trails. Visitors may 
see Eastern screech owls, long eared owls 
and little brown bats among the oaks.

A total of 247 species have been re-
corded in the Ojibway Prairie Complex in 
the southwest corner the city. This is the 
largest protected tallgrass prairie and oak 
savanna in Ontario. This park complex 
attracts large numbers of migrant war-
blers, and other song birds and breeding 
birds such as tufted titmouse, redbellied 
woodpecker, hairy woodpecker, rose-
breasted grosbeak, scarlet tanager and 
indigo bunting. The nature center main-
tains a variety of feeders that attract large 
numbers of birds.

For the Birds

www.kingsville.ca

Location –
•   Located in the southern most part of Essex County

•  Population of 21,000
•   Situated on the north shores of Lake Erie

Amenities –
•   A wide variety of available housing

•    Safe and vibrant community
•   Parks, trails and public beaches

•   Championship golf courses
•  Award-winning wineries

•  A restaurant destination

Affordability –
•   One of the best affordable communities in Ontario
•   Low cost of living including property taxes, utility costs and 

transportation
•  Low cost of doing business

Lifestyle –
•  High quality of life

•  Small town charm
•   Superb restaurants, shopping and entertainment

•   Large variety of recreational programs and 
facilities for  active living
•   Close to Windsor and Detroit airports and 

world renowned entertainment facilities

Kingsville Ontario, Canada

Visit, play and stay in 
Kingsville!
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Extreme Southwestern Ontario, home to Point Pelee National Park,
Holiday Beach, Hillman Marsh, Ojibway Park, Rondeau Provincial
Park, Wheatley Provincial Park and the regions of Windsor Essex and
Chatham-Kent, is one of North America’s premier birdwatching hotspots.
Our unique geographical location and shape acts as a funnel for the
hundreds of thousands of migratory birds
on the move each spring and fall.

World-class birding is closer than you think!
We’re only a 3 hour drive from Toronto and just
1 hour from Detroit, Michigan. A great birding
region is calling.

For more on area birding and regional tourist
information, check out visitwindsoressex.com
and visitck.ca

Update your “feathered”
friends list.

CrossingsAd_BirdingBook_Jan2012  2/7/12  11:45 AM  Page 1
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windsor crossing
Windsor Crossing is one of the most exciting 
retail developments in Southwestern Ontario.
Their collection of premium brand names 
are specifically tailored to designer fashion, 
athletic apparel, shoes and home acces-
sories, among others. With over 40 stores 
to choose from, Windsor Crossing has 
something for everyone. Experience the thrill 
of the hunt, then relax after your shopping 
excursion by enjoying the specialty beverages 
and cuisine at Caffé Mondo.
save big on brand names
Windsor Crossing currently houses some 
of the most elite brands at savings of up 
to 60% off everyday. Brands like Tommy 
Hifiger, Coach Factory and Hugo Boss Outlet. 
Fashionable footwear fans will find plenty to 
like at the Reebok/Rockport Outlet, Nine West 
Shoe Studio, or Tootsies Factory Shoe Market.
if you go
Located at 1555 Talbot Road, just off Huron 
Church, families can walk along broad, 
tree-lined sidewalks, relax by the water 
fountain, or check out The Children’s Place. 
Renovations are complete and the charming 
open-air center creates a casual atmosphere 
and provides shoppers with a truly unique 
shopping experience. 

The Prothonotary Warbler is a welcome sight in the spring..

Set your
sights on
fashion

Mon - Fri: 10 am - 9 pm  |  Sat: 9 am - 6 pm  Sun: noon - 5 pm  |  Holidays: 10 am - 6 pm  
Hours subject to change
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Fine dining in a slick urban atmosphere 
Grill 55 is a modern, yet classic take on American haute cuisine 

est Windsor finally has a 
great place to eat, drink 
and socialize. After a mil-
lion dollar renovation Grill W

55 opened its doors last September with 
great steaks, Ontario pork and lamb, fresh 
seafood, flatbreads and amazing pastas. 
Inspired by the upscale urban style of 
New York’s trendy grill restaurants, the 
ambiance is warm and relaxed, the service 
friendly and attentive.

Located in The Holiday Inn & Suites 
Ambassador Bridge in Windsor, Grill 55 
features a casual fine dining atmosphere 
with 120 seats in the dining room, 44 
seats in the lounge and 60 seats in the 
private dining room.

The combination of Director/Chef 
Steve Meehan, Executive Chef Erno Szabo 
and their culinary team prepare classsic 
favourites with bursts of invention. Start-
ers include P.E.I. mussels in your choice of 
a white garlic cream sauce, or green curry 
coconut broth. Their gourmet burgers 
are made from AAA organic Canadian 

beef and accompaniments include wild 
mushrooms and gruyere, and pancetta 
roasted red peepers and goat cheese. They 
offer a fine complement to the bite of the 
house salad, and the satisfyingly chewy, 
seven grain rice pilaf.

Entrees include Thai Salmon Curry and 
Applewood Ribs in a smokey barbeque 
sauce. Steaks are cooked perfectly and 
vegetables are tender and crisp.

Committed locavores they source as 
much local product as possible, every-
thing from hand-cut steaks, to  sauces and 
spring rolls. Breads are prepared in house 

including the excellent house bread, an 
herb biscuit recipe served with three kinds 
of butter. Menus change quarterly, and 
with the season. Monday to Friday Grill 
55 offers freshly prepared lunch features 
that are accompanied by fries and your 
choice of soup or salad for only $9.00!

Grill 55 can also accommodate vegetar-
ian diets, special diets, as well as creating 
a personal touch for a patron that would 
like something a little different. If they 
have it in house they will cook it for you.

They also feature banquet and special 
events rooms and can host up 250 people 
with full catering services. 

On selected nights the private dining 
room will host Wine Tastings, Scotch 
Tastings, Beer Tastings, Wine and Cheese 
Nights, and Gastronomical menus. On 
March 21st, they will be presenting a 
5-course Crown Royal Black Tasting Din-
ner, with each course infused with Crown 
Royal. Tickets are $65.00 and a glass of 
Sterling Wine product will be available 
for each course for $4.00 per glass.

BY RENU SAGGAR
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“We’ve had an overwhelming response 
to the new location, I’m really excited to 
be here in Lasalle,” says owner Tiffany 
Stager. 

Both Tecumseh Laser Centre (TLC) 
locations use the YAG® lasers, which 
effectively treats all skin types, includ-
ing tanned skin, offering unmatched 
treatment capabilities in permanent hair 
removal, leg veins, facial veins, wrinkles 
and skin tightening.

The Aerolase LightPod Neo is unique, as 
it delivers a controlled amount of targeted 
therapeutic heat like traditional Nd:Yag 
lasers, but without the need to cool the 
skin, virtually eliminating pain while 
providing the best clinical results with 
even the darkest of skin tones.

TLC’s team is commited to working 
with you. Additional services that the 
YAG lasers offers include complete photo 
facials, pigmentation treatments, and 
treatment of toenail fungus. LaSalle cli-
ents can call 519.966.1680, to book their 
next appointment at the new facility.

Get some TLC at TLC Laser Centres 
New LaSalle location has all you need to make a better you

hether you’re dealing with 
aging skin, acne scars, 
stubborn body fat, un-
wanted hair, or unsightly W

veins, laser therapies can be used to im-
prove and correct many imperfections, 
as well as turn back the clock on skin’s 
natural aging processes. 

Tecumseh Laser Centre (TLC) offers an 
innovative approach to skin and body 
care that resonates with their clientle, so 
much so, they recently opened a second 
area location. Located at 5841 Malden 
Road, in LaSalle, TLC’s new a west-end 
location will better serve clients who will 
no longer have to make the cross town 
trek to Tecumseh for treatments with 
the YAG® lasers. The LaSalle location is 
owned and operated by Tiffany Stager, a 
Certified Laser Technician. Many clients 
will alreadybe familiar with Tiffany, from 
TLC’s Tecumseh location. TLC LaSalle 
offers the same laser treatments as the 
Tecumseh location, and uses the same 
award-winning YAG® lasers.

“We were considering a second location 
for quite a while,” says Joanne Duff, owner 
of the Tecumseh location. “We did our 
research and determined that LaSalle had 
a genuine need for a high-quality laser 
treatment centre.TLC already already has 
a client base, who commuted from there, 
so we knew it would be sustainable.”

BY RENU SAGGAR
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ruise ships tend to be plea-
sure domes of pampering, 
self-indulgence with dining 
options that run the gamut of 

opulent supper clubs, to intimate bistros 
branded with famous names. Patrons 
sample dishes prepared by celebrity 
chefs in “reservations only” settings or 
taste authentic dishes from every part 
of the globe.

Carnival’s “FunShips” are famous for 
their variety of formal and casual dining 
options at sea. In addition to multi-course 
meals served in spectacular main dining 
rooms, a diversity of global choices await 
at Taste of the Nation buffets, which high-
light a different ethnic cuisine each day.

A number of Carnival ships includ-
ing Spirit and Conquest-class ships, as 
well as the Carnival Splendor, Carnival 
Dream and Carnival Magic, feature clas-
sic American-style steakhouses serving 
the finest U.S.D.A. prime steaks, chops, 
seafood and traditional side dishes.

On select ships, Asian specialty venues, 
Mongolian wok stations with custom-
made stir-fries, burrito bars, and rotisser-
ies are also available. All ships feature a 
patisserie, offering espressos, lattes and 
cappuccinos and decadent sweets, and a 
sushi bar serving complimentary Asian 
specialties. Late-night buffets feature a 
different theme every night, along with 
the ever-popular Chocolate Extravaganza.

Carnival’s newest ship Carnival Magic, 
offers a plethora of dining options, in-
cluding two new ones — RedFrog Pub a 
Caribbean-themed watering hole featur-
ing its own private label beer and island-
inspired snacks and drinks — and Cucina 
del Capitano, a family-style restaurant with 
a host of Italian favorites and a décor 
evocative of a cozy Italian home. Many 
of the dishes were personally selected by 
Carnival’s captains, who all happen to be 
Italian, complemented by a wine list spe-
cializing in Italian vintages, or specialty 
cocktails such as a Limoncello Martini.

On sea days, Carnival Magic’s outdoor 
Lanai area transforms into an open-air 
barbecue, dishing up delectable grilled 
items, from sliders and chicken, to que-
sadillas and homemade chips and salsa.

For gourmands seeking the ultimate 
on-board culinary experience, The Chef’s 
Table in the galley delivers. This exclusive 
evening of fine dining, for eight to 12 
guests begins with a special menu featur-
ing a cocktail hour with champagne and 
canapés, a personal tour of the galley in 
operation, followed by a seven-course 
meal with wine pairings — served at an 
exquisitely set table located directly in 
the galley.

C
Eat, drink and be merry
Carnival will put you in the mood for food

Thirsty Frog Red is Carnival’s own private label beer..

Food Network celebrity Guy Fieri.

BY RENU SAGGAR



19 - CROSSINGS

Carnival Cruise Lines recently unveiled 
FunShip 2.0, a $500 million initiative 
that will dramatically transform their 
on-board experience. Guests will find 
mouth-watering new dining choices like 
Guy’s Burger Joint, featuring celebrity chef 
and Food Network star Guy Fieri’s amaz-
ing hand-crafted burgers and fresh-cut 
fries. This new dining option will debut 
aboard the newly refurbished Carnival 
Liberty, and will be rolled out to several 
other Carnival “Fun Ships” over the next 
few years.

Located adjacent to the ship’s main 
pool area, the décor of Guy’s Burger 
Joint is imbued with the chef’s passion 
for car culture and his California roots. 
Surfboards and car grilles adorn the walls, 
while car hoods hang on the ceiling over 
the two condiment stations. Servers wear 
old school gas jockey uniforms with their 
own personalized nickname.

Burgers, of course, are the star attraction 
and diners can select from several differ-
ent kinds of hand-crafted hamburgers and 
cheeseburgers, with each recipe custom 
created by Fieri.

Fieri’s influence goes beyond the burger 
recipe — each self serve condiment station 
also features a suggested menu developed 

by the chef to show guests what condi-
ments and toppings they can use to build 
a specialty burger. Condiments include 
everything from chipotle mayonnaise 
and a special barbecue sauce, to garlic 
aioli. For guests who like a little more 
spice, seasonings like garlic and herb, 
sea salt and hot chili will also be offered, 
along with a selection of toppings such 
as sautéed mushrooms, grilled onions, 
blue cheese crumbles and vine-ripened 
tomatoes.

“I’m stoked to be partnering with the 
team from Carnival,” said Fieri. “They 
understand what it takes to make a top 
notch burger — quality ingredients and 
a great attitude.”

Also making its debut on the newly 
refurbished Carnival Liberty, will be the 
Blue Iguana Cantina, a new casual pool-
side restaurant evoking the feel of a fun, 
relaxed Mexican beachside dining spot. 
The restaurant will feature a glass-encased 
automated tortilla-making machine with 
a serving station on either side — one 
for tacos, one for burritos. As they wait 
for their order, guests can marvel at the 
workings of the tortilla machine, which 
is capable of producing upwards of 700 
wraps per hour.

Food Network celebrity Guy Fieri.

The kitchen at Cucina del Capitano..
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Blaze a trail in Traverse City

Sleeping Bear Dunes National Park.

estled at the head of beauti-
ful Grand Traverse Bay is 
a welcoming four-season 
destination that combines 

breathtaking natural attractions with a 
rich blend of adventure and relaxation. 
Known for its 180 miles of sugar-sand Lake 
Michigan shoreline and an abundance of 
inland lakes, beaches, bays and dunes, 
AOL Travel News named Traverse City 
one of America’s Top 10 Beach Towns. 

Winter sports lovers will find miles of 
ski and snowmobile trails. It’s also home 
to award-winning wineries and champi-
onship golf courses. The trail network in 
and around Traverse City is just about 
the best you can get for in-line skating, 
hiking and biking. 

Front Street, Traverse City’s main 
shopping thoroughfare, is filled with 
more than 150 boutiques, galleries, and 
bistros. Just around the corner, on Union 
Street, is the small but captivating Old 
Town district, and a few blocks to the 
west is the Grand Traverse Commons, 
where the rambling Victorian-Italianate 
buildings of a 19th century asylum are 
being redeveloped into an elegant new 
retail district.

 Visitors can also visit the many port 
towns and villages along the Leelanau 
Peninsula, including Suttons Bay, Em-

pire, Glen Arbor, Leland and Northport. 
Leland’s famous Fishtown district is a 
collection of old fishing shanties and 
net-drying sheds that now house shops 
and galleries. The charming towns of Elk 
Rapids, Bellaire, and Alden are the secret 
jewels of the Chain of Lakes country.

Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore 
offers magnificent views over sweeping 
vistas of Lake Michigan. The turquoise 

waters are fringed by miles of beach 
and make a stunning backdrop for the 
forested wilderness islands, hiking trails 
and historic farmsteads. Sleeping Bear 
Dunes was named the “Most Beautiful 
Place in America” by ABC News’ Good 
Morning America.

Visitors who test the challenging Dune 
Climb, are rewarded with memorable 
views of Glen Lake and the dunes’ sum-
mit. The Pierce Stocking Scenic Drive, lo-
cated off M-109 south of the Dune Climb 
and north of the Visitors Center, winds 
through 7.4 miles of dunes and woods, 
with breathtaking scenery, wildlife and 
views of Lake Michigan.

The Traverse City area is the center for 
Michigan’s cherry industry and in July 
and early August, the countryside is dot-
ted with stands, markets and u-pick signs 
offering cartons of sweet, dark cherries. 
The National Cherry Festival, July 7-14, 
is an eight-day party featuring over 150 
family activities, air shows, fireworks, 
parades, nightly outdoor concerts and 
lots of chances to taste delicious cherry 
products. Now in its 86th year, the Cherry 
Festival is Traverse City’s signature event, 
drawing as many as 500,000 visitors from 
around the country. Everything is located 
conveniently within walking distance, 
and almost all the events are free.

Traverse City cuisine’s defining charac-
teristic is a generous use of fresh ingre-
dients from nearby farms, forests, waters 
and orchards. Area restaurants enjoy a 
national reputation for eclectic and inno-
vative cooking, while the award-winning 
wineries that dot the Leelanau and Old 

Traverse City has a wealth of Victorian architecture.

BY RENU SAGGAR
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Find your True North

True North
    

TraverseCity.com | 800-TRAVERSE (872-8377)  | facebook.com/VisitTraverseCity

From breathtaking vistas to award-winning cuisine and amazing wine trails, 

Traverse City is your True North destination.

wineries & tasting rooms| charming port towns | eclectic boutiques

sugar-sand beaches | championship golf | four-season outdoor recreation

art galleries | historic inns | resorts & spas | cozy lodging
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and Saturday night along with the best 
sunsets in town!

Known as Michigan’s Golf Coast, 
Traverse City has been selected by Golf 
Magazine as one of the top six golf 
destinations in the country. Set against 
a backdrop of woods, water and hills 
throughout picturesque Leelanau, Grand 
Traverse, Benzie and Antrim counties, 
area courses include designs by Nicklaus, 
Palmer, Player and Weiskopf. The Bear, 
one of three championship courses at 
Grand Traverse Resort and Spa, features 
terraced fairways, tiered greens, deep 
grassy roughs, moguls and mounds, and 
deep pot bunkers.

The Legend, one of four courses at 
Shanty Creek Resorts, is an Arnold Palmer 
design that cascades from the hilltops 
with stunning views of Lake Bellaire, to 
valleys with holes that play alongside and 
over the water. Even the most focused 
golfer will be challenged by awe-inspiring 
views from every hole. Golf Digest rates 
The Legend as 4.5 stars.

Designed by Jerry Matthews, The Dells 
at A-Ga-Ming Golf Resort, overlooks beau-
tiful Lake Michigan. Rated at 4.5 stars by 
Golf Digest, the front nine features hills, 
sand and water, while the back nine is cut 
through the trees with water and sand 
coming in to play as well. 

The Chief represents the perfect har-
mony of natural habitat and the game 
of golf. Beautifully carved through the 
rolling wooded terrain, it features large, 
meandering bunkers, dramatic elevation 
changes and panoramic views. 

Located minutes from Downtown 
Traverse City on East Bay, LochenHeath 
Golf Club overlooks Grand Traverse Bay 
from 16 of its 18 holes. The LochenHeath 
Learning Center is regarded as one of 
Michigan’s premier practice facilities.

Traverse City
Mission peninsulas, have established a 
growing reputation for their crisp, in-
tensely flavorful wines. Grand Traverse 
Distillery is celebrated for its True North 
Vodka, a premium spirt hand-crafted 
with glacial Michigan water. Bon Appetit 
magazine has listed Traverse City as one 
of America’s Top Five Foodie towns.

The historic Park Place Hotel is a 
beautiful old property in the middle of 
everything in Traverse City. It’s just steps 
from downtown shops and restaurants 
or an easy stroll to the bay and beach. In 
1873, Henry Campbell purchased a plot 
of park property from the city and con-
structed the Campbell House Hotel. Five 
years later, Campbell sold the property 
to lumber barons J. Perry Hannah and A. 
Tracy Lay. The property was upgraded to 
the standard world-class hotels of the day 
and renamed the Park Place in recognition 
of its early beginnings.

In 1930, the addition of the 10-story 
tower made the Park Place Hotel the 
tallest building in Traverse City, and its 
25,000-watt beacon became the symbol 
of Michigan hospitality.

Over the years, the Park Place has has 
come to occupy a prominent and cher-
ished role in the area. The history, gracious 
accommodations, thoughtful amenities 
and comprehensive services make this a 
very special place.

The 140 tastefully appointed guest 
rooms and suites feature either one king or 
two queen beds, television with premium 
channels, coffee maker, small refrigerator, 
complimentary high-speed Internet ac-
cess.  The Health Club features an indoor 
pool under an expansive glass dome, and 
hot tub. The health club area offers cardio 
equipment, weight/resistance machines 
and free weights, and a dry sauna. 

Minervas Restaurant & Bar on the lobby 
level is open for breakfast, lunch and din-
ner and offers a full menu featuring steaks, 
chops, pasta, seafood, salads and more. 

The Beacon Lounge on the 10th floor 
offers a very intimate setting, overlooking 
Traverse City and Grand Traverse Bay. The 
Beacon serves a full range of beer, wine 
and cocktails, appetizers, pizzas and des-
serts. Happy Hour is from 5-6 p.m. daily 
and all night on Wednesdays; Tuesday 
night is Martini Night, and all specialty 
martinis are $5 all night long! There’s live 
entertainment every Thursday, Friday 

save when you go
The Traverse City Convention & Visitors 
Bureau is offering a special Winter/Spring 
Traverse City Escape package – good until 
May 17 – that combines special rates at par-
ticipating hotels and resorts with a wide range 
of discounts on winter recreation, shopping, 
dining and entertainment. The packages 
include deep discounts on lift tickets, ski les-
sons and equipment, trail passes and snow-
mobile rentals. There are also great deals 
at some of the area’s best restaurants and 
special discounts on shopping, spa services, 
movies, wine tastings and more. For more 
details, and for a list of participating hotels 
and resorts, go to www.traversecity.com.

Leland’s historic Fishtown District.
P a r k
Place
Hotel

Park Place
H o t e l

Park Place Hotel
Full Service Hotel

in Downtown
Traverse City

231 ◊ 946 ◊ 5000
www.Park-Place-Hotel.com

300 E State Street   Traverse City, MI 49684

Mention this ad when making your reservation & receive
A WELCOME TO TRAVERSE CITY PACKAGE
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All tangled up in Bluewater Country 
There must be something in the water in this part of Michigan

he eastern shores of Michigan  
are home to a collection of com-
munities that are boastful about 
the color blue. One hundred T

and forty miles of shoreline unites the 
quaint towns of Algonac, Clay, Marine 
City, St. Clair, Port Huron, Lexington, Port 
Sanilac, Harbor Beach and Port Austin. 

Perched on the edges of Lake Huron and 
the St. Clair River, the waterways show 
off incredible hues of cobalt, turquoise 
and sparkling sapphire. Green parks, 
boardwalks and wide beaches border the 
tranquil shorelines.

Port Huron is known as the “Maritime 
Capital of the Great Lakes.” Visitors can 
explore the only existing lightship on 
the Great Lakes, or tour the Coast Guard 
Cutter “Bramble.” The Great Lakes Mari-
time Center will give you insight on the 
great lake and ocean going freighters 
navigating one of the busiest waterways 
in the world. The Thomas Edison Depot 
Museum depicts the great inventor’s life 
when he lived in Port Huron.

Clay Township is home to the St. Clair 
Flats, including Harsens Island, Russell 
Island, and hundreds of out islands, 
which create the largest freshwater delta 
in North America. 

Many ship’s captains and sailors made 
their homes in Marine City, as evidenced 
by the grand residential architecture 
throughout the historic downtown area. 
These gracious Victorian “painted ladies” 
still sit side by side with turn of the 
century cottages. Today, five waterfront 
parks are interspersed between unique 
shopping and dining venues along the 
historic waterfront and boardwalk. Ma-
rine City also has a car/pedestrian ferry 
to Sombra, Ontario.

Algonac was the birthplace of the 
celebrated Chris Craft boats. Located on 
the St. Clair River, it is also known the 
“Pickerel Capitol of the World.” Visitors 
can stroll along the downtown board-
walk, or visit the Algonac-Clay Historical 
Museum, which displays scale models of 
pleasure boats built right in town.

Spectacular sunsets are a nightly event 
in Port Austin, on the geographical tip 
of Michigan’s Thumb. This quaint village 
boasts one of the largest Farmers Market 
in the state.

Port Sanilac is an historic waterfront 
village nestled on the shores of Lake 
Huron. In addition to scenic beaches, 
and a modern harbor facility, the Sanilac 
County Underwater Preserve has ship-
wrecks dating as far back as 1864, and is 
a treasure trove for scuba divers.

Just 40 miles north of Detroit  is St. 
Clair, an historic little city of tree-lined 
streets and vintage homes. The center-
piece of downtown St. Clair is Palmer 
Park, featuring the longest fresh water 
boardwalk in the world!

Marysville has a quiet, small town 
ambiance. The town’s 58-acre park offers 
plenty of picnic areas, baseball diamonds 
and tennis courts. The park features a 
unique water spray area, a mile-long 
boardwalk for picturesque walks, a beach, 
fine fishing and a boat launch.

BY ADELINA IRVINE

Discover
Waterfront dining

Shopping
Laughter & fun

Clay l Algonac l Marine City l St. Clair l Port Huron l Lexington l Port Sanilac l Harbor Beach l Port AustinClay l Algonac l Marine City l St. Clair l Port Huron l Lexington l Port Sanilac l Harbor Beach l Port Austin

www.BlueWater.org

Just across the

Blue Water Bridge from Sarnia!

Just 60 minutes from Windsor!
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nn Arbor area is renowned for 
its diversity of tastes. With 
more than 250 eateries — 
from acclaimed restaurants 

to unique and delicious finds — there is 
something to satisfy every craving.

Café Habana serves Cuban and Latin 
American style food and drinks in a 
fashionable setting worthy of Desi Arnaz. 
Located at 211 East Washington Street,  
a unique selection of premium tequilas 
and aged rums find their way into tasty 
Caipirinhas, and Cuba Libres. Pick from 
a menu of Mojitos, including the Mojito 
Clasico — light rum, fresh mint, lime and 
soda, and Mint Chocolate Mojito — with 
Godiva white chocolate and Creme de 
Cacao. Entrees include Arepas and Sugar 
Cane Skewered Shrimp.

Amadeus Restaurant is a unique dining 
spot in the heart of downtown Ann Ar-
bor. Fashioned after old-world Viennese 
cafes, if offers a hearty menu of authentic, 
traditional dishes from Central Europe 
(Poland, Hungary and Austria), a selec-
tion of European wines and beers, and 
homemade desserts, pastries and tortes. 

Located in an historic, 1876 building 
between Main Street and Fourth Avenue, 
the brick wall are festooned with old 
photographs, artwork, and vintage musi-
cal instruments Owners Paul Strozynksi 
and Bartek Koss make their paczkis from 
scratch, using a family recipe passed down 
through generations in Poland.

talizing selection of signature cocktails 
and specially crafted small plates, when 
the evening heats up, regardless of the 
weather outside.

The Mani Osteria & Bar is a family 
friendly restaurant, specializing in arti-
sanal pizzas and other creative Italian 
dishes prepared in wood-burning ovens.

Named as one Top 10 new restaurants 
of 2011 by the Detroit Free Press, their 
menu is composed of small plates that are 
designed to share with family and friends. 

Located at the corner of Fifth and 
Liberty the lower level bar focuses on 
regional craft beers, reasonably priced 
old world wines and specialty cocktails 
inspired by classic Italian and American 
drinks. Walk up a a few steps to the main 
dining room, and watch the chefs work 
their magic in the open kitchen.

Café Zola takes their name from French 
writer Emile Zola. Located at 112 West 
Washington Street, their signature crêpes 
are true to the crêpe-making traditions of 
Brittany. The dinner menu borrows from 
Italian and Mediterranean culture and 
cuisine, including some Turkish recipes 
like Grilled Lamb Chops “a la Turque.” 
Six loin chops marinated in extra virgin 
olive oil and fresh herbs, mint, oregano, 
and garlic.

Over course man does not live by bread 
alone. Party animals can head over to the 
Cavern Club, located in the catacombs of 
an historic one time brewery. It’s three 
clubs for the price of one and available 
for private parties and for epic evenings.  
The Millennium Club & Gotham City 
are on the main floor and host Metro 
Motown’s best bands.  

The Ark is Ann Arbor’s home for acoustic 
music. Considered one of the top music 
clubs in the world, this intimate 400-seat 
club features performers who fall into the 
wide-ranging genres of folk and roots 
music. They offer live music over 300 
nights a year in one of the best listening 
rooms anywhere.

The Ann Arbor Regent Hotel & Suites is 
ideally located along the Ann Arbor and 
Ypsilanti border with easy access to US 
23, I 94. Ann Arbor’s newest hotel and 
conference center is perfect for anyone 
who appreciates exceptional service, 
and reasonable prices. All guest rooms, 
executive suites, and one bedroom suites, 
features a microwave, refrigerator, coffee 
maker, granite bathrooms, LCD flat-
screen television sets and wireless internet 
access. A complimentary hot breakfast is 
offered daily.

Sample the good life in A-Squared

A taste of Ann Arbor

A Zingerman’s Creamery is dedicated to 
crafting handmade cheeses and gelato us-
ing traditional methods. Located at 3723 
Plaza Drive in Ann Arbor, they use local 
milk, low-temperature pasteurization, 
and lots of time to draw out the flavors. 
All cheeses are hand-ladled to preserve 
the delicate characteristics of the curd.

Zingerman’s Real Cream Cheese, which 
is modeled after a recipe that dates back 
to the 1930s, has been hailed by the New 
York Times as a cheese that “stands alone.”

The land on which Kerrytown stands 
was part of the original village of Ann 
Arbor. The three historic buildings, the 
oldest built in 1874, offer a unique set-
ting for a variety of shops, markets and 
restaurants. Special care has been taken 
in preserving the timeless appeal of rustic 
brick and exposed beams. Modern addi-
tions include a three-story glass elevator, 
enclosed walkways and most recently, a 
tower with 17 European-crafted bells. Eat-
eries include the Kosmo Lunch Counter 
and Yamoto Japanese Restaurant.

The Ravens Club offers Heirloom 
Cuisine and Rogue Mixology in a fun, 
sophisticated environment. Located at 
207 S. Main Street, the club has been a 
center of nighttime revelry in Ann Ar-
bor for decades. During their signature 
207 Hour, Tuesday to Saturday, from 10 
p.m. to close, patrons can enjoy a tan-

BY RENU SAGGAR
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“The Most Beautiful Place in America.”*
Your vacation dreams come true in 

Northern Michigan Preserved… Benzie County

*As voted by viewers of 
Good Morning America 2011

PASSPORTtoFUN
PACKAGES 

Complete your getaway! 
www.visitbenzie.com
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Schmidt’s Antiques is a fourth generation 
purveyor of fine antiques specializing in 
English, French and Spanish furniture of the 
18th, 19th and early 20th century and select 
accessories and art items. Located in a big red 
barn at 5138 W. Michigan Ave., they also host 
a continuing series of Friday night antique and 
collectable auctions.
The Ypsilanti Automotive Heritage Museum 

and Miller Motors Hudson, is home to the 
world’s last Hudson dealer. Take a stroll 
through memory lane and reminisce over the 
classic automobiles. Located at the corner 
of East Cross Street and River Street, the 
museum displays about 30 cars, including a 
1933 Hudson Terraplane K Series Coach and a  
1991 Chevrolet Caprice police car. The crown 
jewel of the collection is #92, a 1952 Hudson 
Hornet NASCAR champion driven by Herb 
Thomas. Thomas drove this Hornet to his 
second National Championship in 1953. 
The museum also includes Miller Motors, a 

fully preserved pre-war automobile dealership 
that serves America’s vintage Hudson fleet. 
Shoppers will find the most amazing 

collection of architectural salvage, antique 
furnishings and restored antique lighting at 

Materials Unlimited. Located in an historic 
Art Deco building in downtown Ypsilanti, it was 
originally a Studebaker Packard dealership. 
Their 15,000 square foot showroom is com-
prised of three floors brimming with antiques, 
restored fireplace mantels, leaded glass doors, 
stained and beveled glass windows, salvaged 
hardware, and other architectural gems. They 
are especially well known for their collection 
of restored period lighting. You can also shop 
online at materialsunlimited.com. 
Regional history, historic automobiles and 

hands-on science are all on display at the 
Sloan*Longway, just down the freeway in 
Flint. The museum’s Buick Automotive Gallery 
and Research Center features over 25 classic 
and concept Buicks and Chevrolets, while the 
Longway Planetarium is Michigan’s largest 
planetarium. At the Sloan Museum, visitors 
can discover a world of roaring, moving, 
prehistoric creatures with Discover Dinosaurs 
and Other Prehistoric Creatures, which runs 
until May 6th. Take a seat in a state-of-the-
art Be the Dinosaur™ Simulator Pod and be 
captivated by the beauty and adventure of the 
world of the dinosaurs depicted in all its high-
definition glory on the simulator screens. 

Where the Faygo tastes justs like champagne 
Ypsilanti has a great vibe and a fertile local 

arts scene. The recipient of a Michigan Cool 
Cities Award, locals generally refer to their 
town as “Ypsi”. The downtown area consists of 
two different districts “Downtown” and “Depot 
Town” located only a few minutes apart.
Bridging the short distance between the 

Downtown District and Depot Town, you will 
find stunning examples of Ypsilanti’s 19th 
century prosperity in the rows of Victorian-era 
mansions that overlook Riverside Park. The 
mansions are now witness to the multitude 
of music, art and sporting events hosted each 
year at Riverside, including car shows, and the 
Michigan ElvisFest, July 13-14, 2012. 
Depot Town is home to a number of old-

fashioned pubs, shops, salons, historic car 
museums, as well as two nearby parks. The 
Sidetrack Bar and Grill is a longtime favorite 
with locals, although it’s tasty oversized burg-
ers frequently draw patrons from miles away. 
GQ Magazine named them one of their 20 
Hamburgers You Must Eat Before You Die. The 
interior could best be described as an eclectic 
mix of silent movie western, and Sun Valley 
ski bum, with such interesting touches as a 
stuffed Billy goat wearing a bow tie.

“The Most Beautiful Place in America.”*
Your vacation dreams come true in 

Northern Michigan Preserved… Benzie County

*As voted by viewers of 
Good Morning America 2011

PASSPORTtoFUN
PACKAGES 

Complete your getaway! 
www.visitbenzie.com

BAVB_OntCrossings12.indd   1 2/14/12   12:01 PM
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Enter the Iron Age 
in Marquette  

Where the wilderness comes in waves
arquette County Michigan 
sits on the south shore of 
Lake Superior, the largest 
freshwater lake in the world. 

With over 1,083 square miles of land, 
Marquette County is larger than the state 
of Rhode Island and includes 55 miles of 
Lake Superior frontage. 

Named after the French Jesuit mis-
sionary and explorer, Jacques Marquette, 
the area is known for its friendly people, 
unrivaled scenic beauty and rich heritage 
centered around 160 plus years of iron 
mining, forestry and shipping.  Over 22% 
of the iron mined in North America on 
an annual basis comes out of the ground 
from the historic Marquette Iron Range.  

The city of Marquette was recently 
named one of the Top Ten Distinctive 
Destinations by the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation. The historical 
district contains many stately sandstone 
and Victorian homes once owned by 
the lumber barons, mining moguls and 
shipping magnets of the 19th century.

Little Presque Isle, about 6 miles north 
of town, is often called the crown jewel 
of Lake Superior, with its beautiful sand 
beaches, rugged shoreline cliffs, heavily 
timbered forests, and unmatched public 
views. The wooded dunes are covered 
with hemlock, red pine, white pine, and 
balsam, with sandstone cliffs that reach 

nearly 60 feet high. The more than a mile 
of exposed bedrock along the shore is 
thought to be 2.3-billion years old.

The summit of Sugarloaf Mountain offers 
panoramic views looking north and east 
to Lake Superior, and south to the city 
of Marquette with its steeples and the 
verdant green forests beyond. Visitors 
can take a moderate 20-minute walk to 
the peak – a view best enjoyed when the 
morning sky is still dawn-rosy. 

The Marquette Maritime Museum is lo-
cated in the Old City Waterworks build-
ing, a one story, stone structure built in 
the Richardsonian Romanesque style. 
The museum preserves the preeminent 
collection of lighthouse lenses anywhere 
in the Great Lakes, including the first, 
fourth order Fresnel installed in the 
Marquette Light in 1866. The Big Bay 
Lighthouse lens stands about 12 feet tall 
on a pedestal and weighs nearly a ton.  
The Maritime Museum offers tours of the 

M
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Ore Trestle in Marquette’s Upper Harbor.

Marquette Harbor Lighthouse, the oldest 
significant structure in the city and one 
of the most historic navigation beacons 
on Lake Superior.

Located at the end of a rugged stone 
breakwater at Marquette’s Presque Isle 
Park, the Presque Isle Harbor Light’s red 
beacon still guides ships into the railroad 
ore docks. A monument near the break-
water bears an inscription that begins 
“The awesome beauty of Lake Superior’s 
waves have their dark and tragic side.”

Big Bay is a small town about 28 miles 
from Marquette and movie buffs will 
recognize it as the locale for the 1959 
film “Anatomy of a Murder” based on the 
best-selling novel by Ishpeming defense 
attorney and author John Voelker. Visi-
tors will recognize a number of locations 
from the movie, including the historic 
Thunder Bay Inn, which was built in 1911 
and converted to an Inn by Henry Ford 
in the 1940s. Hikers can make the trek up 
to Gobbler’s Knob, or watch the sunset 
from the Black Rocks Point. The Big Bay 
Point Lighthouse B&B High sits atop a 
cliff jutting into Lake Superior, and is one 
of the few surviving resident lighthouses 
in the country.

Perched 850 feet above Lake Superior 
Ishpeming‘s name comes from a Chip-
pewa word for “on the summit”. The 
town’s history is rooted in the discovery 
of iron ore in the 1840s, when an Indian 
named Madji-Gesick led Philo Everett to 
a mountain of ore measuring 180 feet 
high and 1,000 feet wide. The Tilden 
Mine, one of only two operating iron 
ore mines on the historic Marquette Iron 
Range, offers regularly scheduled tours of 
the facility. The nearby U.S. National Ski 
and Snowboard Hall of Fame is home to 
an extensive collection of artifacts and 
archives relating to the history of skiing. 

Negaunee was the site of first iron 
forge in the Lake Superior region. Early 
miners descended into the underground 
mines, tunneling directly below the city. 
Today, the Michigan Iron Industry Museum 
overlooks the Carp River and the site of 
the first iron forge. Negaunee is home to 
Pioneer Days, a festival held every year the 
week following July 4, the Heikki Lunta 
Winterfest, and the Negaunee Invitational 
Basketball Tournament, which draws top 
level basketball players, both retired pros, 
and some straight out of college.
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Let the Games Begin

You won’t need a ticket to catch the Olympic Spirit

ou’ve been looking for a reason 
to tick Britain off your travel 
bucket list, so procrastinate  no 
longer. London is pulling out 

all of the stops as host of the Olympic 
Games, and the rest of Great Britain is 
lining up for what is promising to be a 
blockbuster year. Whether you are a sports 
lover, a history buff, a Royal watcher or 
music lover, it’s Britain, it’s 2012 and 
you’re invited.

The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, June 2 - 5, 
2012 will celebrate Queen Elizabeth’s 60 
years on the throne. Events will be taking 
place across Britain, including a 1,000 
boat flotilla along the River Thames, and 
a concert at Buckingham Palace. Major 
exhibitions include The Queen: Sixty 
Photographs for Sixty Years at Windsor 
Castle, and Leonardo da Vinci: Anatomy, 
at the Queens Gallery in Buckingham 
Palace. This will be the largest ever ex-
hibit of da Vinci’s transformative studies, 
which pioneered our understanding of 
human anatomy

This year marks the 200th birthday of 
Charles Dickens, still one of the world’s 
best-loved authors. From now until June 
10, The Museum of London has recreated 
the atmosphere of Victorian London with 
paintings, photographs, costumes and 
objects that illustrate the major themes 
of Dickens works, along with rarely seen 
manuscripts, including Bleak House 
and David Copperfield — written in the 
author’s own hand. Visitors can also 
travel Charles Dickens’ birthplace in Kent, 
which will be marking the bicentenary 
with festivals, and special events. 

April, 2012 will mark the 100th anni-
versary of the Titanic disaster, and Belfast, 
the city where the ill-fated ocean liner 
was built, will commemorate this historic 
event with the unveiling of the Titanic 
Experience. The ultra-modern museum was 
constructed to resemble the hulls of four 
ships. Ten galleries house artifacts and 
interactive exhibits, including a ride through 
the Titanic under construction, and an 
“immersive theatre” diving simulator to 
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Fencing in front of Dolbadarrn Castle in Wales.

explore the wreck. The Titanic Quarter 
is the largest waterfront development 
project in Europe and the project will 
ultimately include the restoration of 
the Titanic and Olympic slipways, the 
Thompson Dock and shipbuilder Harland 
& Wolff’s former headquarters. Belfast will 
also be hosting the Titanic 100 Festival 
from March 31 – May 31.

The birthplace of the Beatles will be 
celebrating their 50th Anniversary (yes 
you read that correctly) in 2012. Liver-
pool was where the Fab Four began and 
there are dozens of ways to “Meet the 
Beatles.” The recently expanded Beatles 
Story in historic Albert Dock, is a fantastic 
museum, chock full of Beatles memora-
bilia, and a stop at Cavern Club, where 
the Beatles honed their musical chops, 
is a must.  

Take a ferry across the Mersey, or a 
Magical Mystery Tour to famous locales 
like Penny Lane and Strawberry Fields. At 
Mendips, peer into the bedroom where 
John Lennon practiced his first guitar 
chords, while the McCartney family home 
(20 Forthlin Road) was the site of the 
group’s first rehearsals. Both properties 
have been faithfully restored by Britain’s 
National Trust.

The London 2012 Olympic Games 
take place July 27 - August 12; followed 
by the Paralympic Games, August 29 – 
September 9. While Olympic tickets may 
be hard to come by, you can still soak 
up the excitement at one of the many 
non-ticketed events, including Road Cy-
cling, Marathon, Marathon Swimming, 
Race Walk, Triathlon and Sailing. The 
marathons will start and finish against the 
spectacular backdrop of The Mall, near 
Buckingham Palace. Hyde Park, Victoria 
Park and Trafalgar Square will erect giant 
TV screens where you can watch all the 
action for free. 

Though London’s is well known to give 
visitors’ wallets a beating, happily, the city 
is likewise known for boasting a gener-
ous roster of free events, activities, and 
attractions. In fact, a visit to the majority 
of the city’s museums, along with taking 
in iconic sights like the Changing of the 
Guard at Buckingham Palace, won’t set 
you back a single quid. The London Pass 
is another great-value option for those 
who book ahead of their trip, granting 
visitors entry to over 50 top London 
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a really big show
Olympic Park in East London. Up to 180,000 
spectators a day will enter the Park to enjoy 
the Games. The main venues include an 
80,000 seat Olympic Stadium, an Aquat-
ics Centre, and Velodrome. All venues will 
be easily accessible through a network of 
footbridges and walkways. Award-winning film 
directors Danny Boyle (Trainspotting, The 
Beach and Slumdog Millionaire) and Stephen 
Daldry (Billy Elliot) will oversee the Opening 
ceremonies in what is sure to be the UK’s 
biggest-ever live show.
queen for a day
Queen Elizabeth II is only the second English 
monarch to reach the 60-year milestone and 
is rapidly closely in on Queen Victoria’s re-
cord reign of 63 years, 216 days. The shortest 
was Lady Jane Grey, who spent the majority 
of her disputed 9-day reign in the Tower of 
London, where she was executed in 1554.

Olympic Park is located on 250 acres of parklands. 

attractions, and offering up to £500 in 
savings on entrance fees.

Lodging in London is expensive any-
time of year, so visitors on a budget may 
want avoid expensive hotels in favor of 
more reasonably priced apartment stays 
(nearly all of which come equipped with 
kitchens that can also help you cut costs 
on food). You can always rent a room or 
a flat via the apartment rental companies 
and  the rooms only get cheaper the 
further out you’re willing to go from the 
city centre.

Other lodging options include uni-
versity halls like historic Cambridge just 
45 minutes to London via rail; or even 
urban campsites like Camp London set 
in a field just 4 miles outside of London, 
where you can rent a pre-pitched tent or 
bring your own.

The London 2012 Festival, taking place 
June 21 – September 9, is the finale of the 
four-year Cultural Olympiad. The festival 
will be the biggest party the country has 
ever seen with over 1,000 events taking 
place all over the UK – many of them 
free. Bridges along the Thames will light 
up with a dazzling display of color and 
musical performances from all 205 partici-
pating Olympic nations. Other highlights 

include the World Shakespeare Festival; 
and West End Live where you can experi-
ence the best of London theatre for free 
in Trafalgar Square. 

The EDF Energy London Eye is a 
major feature of  the city’s skyline. The 
world’s highest observation wheel, has 32 
capsules, each weighing 10 tonnes, and 
holding up to 25 people. Climb aboard 
for a breathtaking experience, with 
unforgettable views of more than 55 of 
London’s most famous landmarks – all 
in just 30 minutes!

A number of London’s best  attractions 
are free and there’s no better place to soak 
up some culture. The world-famous Brit-
ish Museum exhibits the works of man 
from prehistoric to modern times from 
around the world. Highlights include the 
Rosetta Stone, the Parthenon sculptures, 
and the mummies in the Ancient Egypt 
collection. 

The Victoria & Albert Museum cel-
ebrates art and design with 3,000 years 
worth of amazing artifacts from around 
the world. A real treasure trove of good-
ies, you never know what you’ll discover 
next: furniture, paintings, sculpture, 
metalwork, and textiles, the list goes on 
and on.

Weightlifter at the iconic stone monument Stonehenge.
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BY RENU SAGGAR 
lorida’s Indian River Country is 
located on the scenic Treasure 
Coast, named after all the ship-
wrecks that lie just offshore. 

Visitors can relax under swaying palms on 
26 miles of unspoiled beach and tropical 
blue-green waters, while deep sea fishing, 
diving and sky diving are just a few of the 
recreational opportunities. There are 17 
challenging golf courses, tennis courts, 
hiking and biking trails, riverside camp-
ing and seaside picnic facilities. 

Indian River gets its name from the 
Indian River Lagoon, North America’s most 
diverse estuary with more than 2,200 
different species of animals and 2,100 
species of plants. The lagoon varies in 
width from one-half to 5-miles wide and 
averages 3-feet in depth. It serves as a 
spawning and nursery ground for many 
species of fish and shellfish. 

The lagoon is home to 2,200 different 
species of animals and 2,100 species of 
plants. Nearly one third of the nation’s 
manatee population lives or migrates 
through the lagoon seasonally. In addi-
tion, the area’s ocean beaches provide 

one of the densest sea turtle nesting areas 
found in the Western Hemisphere. The 
unique Jungle Trail Greenway is a scenic 
drive along the Indian River, the first 
county road on the island, constructed 
in the 1920’s.

Visitors will discover a host of ecologi-
cal venues such as Pelican Island Wildlife 
Refuge, established in 1903 by President 
Teddy Roosevelt as the first federal bird 
reservation. Other eco venues include 
Sebastian Inlet State Park, the Oslo Riv-
erfront Conservation Area, and McKee 
Botanical Garden. 

The Costa d’Este is owned by Gloria and Emilio Estefan.

Florida’s all natural wonder

F

Indian River Country
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The garden is known for its 18-acre 
subtropical jungle hammock, filled with 
a diverse collection of plants and several 
restored architectural treasures. The gar-
den is listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places and is a historic Florida 
landmark.

Vero Beach, the region’s main town, 
has been named one of the “100 Great 
Towns in America.” The city is bisected 
by the Indian River Lagoon on one side 
and Orchid Island, an oceanfront bar-
rier island on the other. Manatees glide 
through town all year at the Manatee 
Viewing Area near the 17th Street Bridge. 

If culture is part of your vacation plans, 
you won’t be disappointed. The nation-
ally accredited Vero Beach Museum of Art 
features exhibitions from around the 
country and the world. Riverside Theatre 
is a state-of-the-art professional theatre, 
which also presents programs and spe-
cial events. It houses one of the state’s 
only free-standing buildings dedicated 
to children’s theatre and is one of eight 
theatres in Florida designated as a Cul-
tural Institution. The educational arm 

of Riverside, offers classes, camps, and 
training opportunities in the areas of 
theatre, dance, music, and video for all 
ages on a year round basis.

Shoppers can find plenty of bargains 
at Vero Beach Fashion Outlets. The only 
true outlet center in the region, Vero 
Beach Fashion Outlets is home to some 
of the best known names in fashion, 
including Justice, the Ann Taylor Factory 
Store, Banana Republic Factory Store, 
Calvin Klein, Chico’s Outlet, Coach Fac-
tory Store, J. Crew, Jones New York, and 
Tommy Hilfiger. The Treasure Coast’s 
largest fashion outlet offers an onsite 
ATM, a Food Court and a Trolley service 
with stops throughout the outlet, for your 
shopping convenience. 

Vero Beach boasts a wide variety of 
accommodations including Costa d’Este, 
a personal luxury resort owned by enter-
tainment and hospitality entrepreneurs 
Gloria and Emilio Estefan. With a dazzling 
water feature at the entrance, rock walls 
and woven reed sofas Costa d’Este was 
named one of the ten best celebrity owned 
hotels in the world. Languid tropical days 
and hot urban nights go hand in hand 
at this ocean-side resort. 

The 94 richly-appointed guest rooms 

and 4 suites feature lavish décor. Beds 
are dressed in fine, Egyptian cottons, the 
oval shaped showers are lined in tumbled 
limestone tiles, and premium in-room 
technology includes an i-Pod docking 
station, flat panel television, free high-
speed wireless internet, in room safe and 
full mini bar.

The beachfront location offers unfet-
tered access to the pristine shoreline of 
Vero Beach, or relax in the private gardens 
or the resort’s outdoor pool, while enjoy-
ing a cocktail from the pool bar. The Spa 
at Costa d’Este will wake up your senses 
with a variety of signature treatments 
and products created to enhance the 
body and spirit including the hot lava 
shell massage. 

The Wave Kitchen & Bar is an ocean-
front dining space with amazing views 
of the Atlantic. The Wave concept was 
designed to offer a dining experience 
similar to what you would find at a hos-
pitable and cozy dinner party at a friend’s 
home. The open kitchen features classic 
selections like Center Cut Filet Mignon 
served with Sauce Béarnaise, The Wave 
also features select Cuban specialties de-
veloped by the owners, for their Estefan 
Kitchen cookbook.

Indian River

Vero Beach Hotel and Spa.
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costadeste.com I 877.562.9919 I 3244 Ocean Drive I Vero Beach I 32963 

TAKE THE PLUNGE with our STAY MORE 
SAVE MORE OFFER: 
 
Day 2 = SAVE 10%* 
Day 3 = SAVE 20%* 
Day 4 = SAVE 30%* 

* Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount. Discount applied to entire stay, early departure subject to penalty of one night. Offer valid through  
December 31, 2012. Other restrictions may apply.  

The warm sun and sparkling shoreline are calling,  
embrace the sand and sea while experiencing the  
ultimate in personal luxury from… 
Gloria and Emilio Estefan. 

FASHION
FRUGAL

VIP
®

Not ExtravagaNt.
Elegant,

SAVINGS UP TO 65% OFF. That’s so Vero!

ShOP OVer 50 brANd-NAme STOreS FOr  
The SeASON’S mUST-hAVe STyleS.

bCbGmAXAZrIA | brooks brothers Factory Store  
 Chico’s Outlet | Crocs | J.Crew | Tommy hilfiger Visit us online or register at any 

store displaying the Fashion 
Frugal VIP

®
 window decal.

verobeachoutlets.com 
1824 94th Drive, Vero Beach FL 32966 • 772.770.6097  

(I-95 at Exit 147)
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The Vero Beach Hotel & Spa is a rare 
gem surrounded by unobstructed and 
breathtaking ocean views and ready access 
to miles of soft sand. The 113 spaciously 
elegant rooms and suites, feature a light, 
West-Indies-style décor and warm ocean 
breezes that waft through the outdoor 
pool deck. Their one, two-and three-
bedroom suites are available as long-term 
vacation rentals.

A canopy of palms sways gently over the 
resort’s Heaton’s Bar & Grill, an oceanfront 
oasis where the food and drink are as 
fabulous as the views. Cobalt, the casually 
elegant dining room, features floor-to-
ceiling windows with unobstructed views 
of the Atlantic Ocean. 

Every evening from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
evening guests can gather in the lobby 
living room for a hosted evening wine 
hour.  Relax after a full day of sightseeing 
or travel and enjoy a glass of wine along 
with the camaraderie of fellow guests. 

Disney’s Vero Beach Resort offers a full 
range of accommodations, including 
deluxe studios, one- and two-bedroom 
vacation homes, and three-bedroom 

beach cottages. Amenities include the 
beach, three pools — one with a 2-story, 
163-foot spiral water slide called the Pi-
rate’s Plunge and a full service spa. 

Shutter’s the resort’s seaside house res-
taurant, features the largest exhibition 
style kitchen in Vero Beach, and families 
can enjoy the Disney Character Dining 
meals, the Pirate Character Dinner — or 
a special Beachfront Sunday Brunch. Ev-
ery Thursday night Shutters hosts an All 
You Can Eat Seafood Buffet. The menu 
includes peel and eat shrimp, crab legs, 
mussels, fish of the day, conch chowder, 
cheddar biscuits and corn bread, Yankee 
pot roast, and much more.

This intimate Caribbean Court Boutique 
Hotel features 18 charming double oc-
cupancy studio efficiencies, decorated 
with antiques, hand-painted tiles, and 
original artwork. In room amenities in-
clude DirecTV, microwave, coffee maker 
embroidered waffle robes, pillow top mat-
tresses and complimentary high-speed 
wireless Internet. There’s a heated pool,, 
beach access and nightly entertainment 
in the romantic Havana Nights Piano Bar. 

The award winning Maison Martinique 
Restaurant consists of three uniquely 
exquisite dining areas serving variety of 

French and Caribbean inspired cuisine. 
Starters include Louisiana sausage with 
sautéed apples, foie gras with caramel-
ized raisins, and escargot. Main courses 
include sautéed Dover sole and filet 
mignon stuffed with Roquefort cheese, 
all served with white-glove service and 
an extensive wine list.

Other properties in the area include 
the recently opened SpringHill Suites by 
Marriott, with spacious studio suites, 
and complimentary breakfast buffet. 
Captain Hiram’s Resort and Restaurant is a 
cozy waterfront inn located in Sebastian, 
with a marina nestled on the Intracoastal 
Waterway.

The Driftwood Inn is an historic hotel 
constructed in the early 20th century 
by the late, local eccentric and explorer 
Waldo E. Sexton. Located directly on the  
ocean, the property was built entirely 
from pieces of driftwood and other flot-
sam. Sexton also designed the “Hall of 
Giants” at McKee Jungle Gardens.

Indian River

if you go
For more information about Indian River 
County visit: www.indianriverchamber.com.

Visual arts catch your eye, but our county 
also offers symphonic music, literary events, 
professional theatre, opera and many other 

cultural activities. Visit our calendar of events to 
see the amazing variety of activities available 
as you enjoy the quaint atmosphere of Indian 

River County.

www.cultural-council.org or call 772-770-4857    

 

Marsha: please credit Tiger Lily Studio & Gallery 
for the picture & put the website with it www.

tigerlilyvero.com
Small Towns...
BIG CULTURE

Visual arts catch your eye, but our county also offers symphonic music, 
literary events, professional theatre, opera and many other cultural activities. 
Visit our calendar of events to see the amazing variety of activities available 

as you enjoy the quaint atmosphere of Indian River County.
www.cultural-council.org or call 772-770-4857

Photo courtesy of Tiger Lily Studio & Gallery  ~  www.tigerlilyvero.com

 
Gracious Disney hospitality awaits you at this oceanfront, family-
oriented resort along Florida’s Atlantic Coast.  Room accommo-
dations range from studios to full kitchen villas.  From Spa treat-
ments to nature tours and campfire programs, our seaside escape 
lets you find adventure or relax by the shore.  Dine in the family 
atmosphere of Shutters featuring a Saturday morning character 
breakfast.  Indulge in wood-fired steaks and creative seafood at 
Sonya’s, or enjoy the spectacular views and specialty drinks of the 
Green Cabin Room. 

Disney's VERO BEACH RESORT 
 Call: (407) 939-7828 

           DisneyBeachResorts.com 
©Disney 

Disney Disney magic is closer than you think!magic is closer than you think!  
Enjoy a magical stay just steps from the oceanEnjoy a magical stay just steps from the ocean  
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EnchantEdMountains.com
1-800-331-0543

Visit the 
Old Order Amish 
COmmunity AlOng  
nY’s aMish trail.   

CAll fOr A free mAp!

The Enchanted Mountains
of Cattaraugus County in Western New York

RIGHT IN YOUR OWN BACKYARD!

Get outside and stretch those winter weary 
muscles...  hiking, biking, riding, kayaking, canoeing 

and white water rafting...  you decide!

MaplE in thE 
Mountains! 

Two Maple Weekends 
to learn how maple 

syrup is made; March 17 & 18 
and March 24 & 25.   

WNY’s Maple Festival is  
April 28 & 29 in Franklinville,  

a family tradition that starts 
your spring family  

fun activities.

Ride the Mountain Coaster or test your 
skills as you maneuver in the treetops, 

working your way from platform to 
platform over various bridges and on zip 
lines at the Sky High Adventure Park 

at Holiday Valley Resort  
in Ellicottville
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leveland might be excused for 
telling another Big Fish story. 
An underwater adventure from 

Ohio’s lakes and rivers to the ocean’s 
depths, the Greater Cleveland Aquarium 
recently open downtown. 

And it’s a whale of a place. The only 
free-standing aquarium in Ohio, the 
$33 million facility is housed inside the 
historic 100-year-old FirstEnergy Power-
house. The Powerhouse originally served 
to generate electricity for Cleveland’s 
streetcar system back in the late 19th 
century.

Now it’s filled with opportunities 
to see, do and even touch a variety of 
amazing aquatic creatures including 10 
aquarium exhibition areas with 35 tanks, 
all integrated into the historic facility 
with special emphasis on the building’s 
unique architectural elements. 

Denizens of the deep include seven-foot 
sharks, rays, piranha, crocodiles, octopi 
and more. One highlight is the SeaTube® 
walkway, the first of its kind in North 
America. Guests will be surrounded on 
all sides by a 500,000 gallon tank offering 
panoramic views of marine life, includ-
ing 15 sharks. 

Exhibition areas are identified by 
themes, including Everglades, Florida 
Keys, and Ohio Lakes and Rivers. A 
“Touch Tank” exhibit actually allows 
visitors to lean in and touch marine life 

including rays, baby sharks and starfish. 
The Greater Cleveland Aquarium is open 
Monday through Sunday, 10:00 a.m. to 

6:00 p.m.  For further information, visit 
www.GreaterClevelandAquarium.com. 

Cleveland has a long  history with water. 
The city is bisected by the Cuyahoga River, 
which winds through more than 100 
miles of scenic Ohio countryside before 
emptying into Lake Erie. The river’s east 
and west banks are known as the Flats, 
home to dozens of local hotspots.

For those about to rock, the Rock and 
Roll Hall of Fame and Museum salutes 
you with Fifty Years of Rock and Roll. 

Their newest featured exhibit Grateful 
Dead: The Long, Strange Trip, opens this 
April. The Grateful Dead were at the epi-
center of the sweeping cultural changes 
in the Sixties and inspired a legion of 
diehard fans known as Deadheads. Among 
the highlights are five Jerry Garcia guitars, 
including his Travis Bean TB5, Mickey 
Hart’s custom-painted drum kit, and two 
Bob Weir guitars, including his first Ibanez 
“cowboy” custom. 

There several lyric manuscripts, includ-
ing “Truckin’.” Grateful Dead-related 
artwork includes iconic images from 
Workingman’s Dead, and Fillmore Audi-
torium poster art. There are also artifacts 
from original sound designer and LSD 
celebrity chef Owsley “Bear” Stanley.C

BY RENU SAGGAR

Cleveland is rockin’ on the water
The SeaTube Walkway at the new Cleveland Aquarium.Photo by Bob Perkoski.

New Aquarium joined by Grateful Dead
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Downtown Wooster
330.262.6222 
www.mainstreetwooster.org

Lehman’s, Kidron
888.438.5346 
www.Lehmans.com

Shisler’s Cheese House, 
Orrville
330.682.2105 
www.cheesehouse.com 

P. Graham Dunn, Dalton
866.922.0306  
www.pgrahamdunn.com

The J.M. Smucker Company 
Store and Cafe, Orrville
330.684.1500  
www.smuckers.com

Secrest Arboretum 
& Gardens, Wooster
330.464.2148  
www.secrest.osu.edu

Hampton Inn, Wooster
330.345.4424 
www.wooster.hamptoninn.com

Hilton Garden Inn, Wooster
330.202.7701 
www.wooster.stayhgi.com

Ohio Light Opera 
Resident Professional 
Company of the College 
of Wooster, Wooster
330.263.2345 
www.ohiolightopera.org

Wander the Wonders of

Ohio

To discover what you’ve 
been missing, visit

428 W. Liberty St.  
Wooster, OH 44691

www.wccvb.com 
800.362.6474

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2012 WCCVB    048 021312
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popular mode of transportation. 
With two of the highest ranked golf courses 

in America and 3 1/2 miles of unspoiled 
beach, Fripp Island Golf & Beach Resort offers 
a memorable vacation experience. The resort 
operates the Beach Club, golf courses and the 
Racquet Club, and also manages the largest 
selection of rental homes and villas on the 
island, ranging from oceanfront to scenic 
and golf views. All homes and villas are fully 
equipped to be your home away from home. 
Diners will find delectable Lowcountry dishes 

like She Crab Soup, Lobster Pot Pie and Pecan 
Encrusted Grouper in the nine restaurants. 
The classic Ocean Point Golf Links was 

designed by the legendary golf course designer 
George Cobb, and is a true seaside links 
course. Ocean Point has been boldly renovated 
to take advantage of the sweeping vistas and 
now boasts dramatic views of the ocean or 
inlet on 10 of the 18 holes. The newer Ocean 
Creek Golf Course, was designed by Davis 
Love III, and features panoramic views of the 
Great Salt Marsh and four ancient rolling dune 
lines that come into play. Wildlife is abundant 
throughout this picturesque sanctuary and 
Golf Magazine named Ocean Creek “one of the 
top 10 new courses you can play”.  
The Beach Club, features children’s and adult 

pools, while the Ocean Creek Cabana Club 
in Veranda Beach, offers spectacular views of 
Skull Inlet and Pritchard’s Island.
Camp Fripp, a day camp just for kids, offers 

tons of activities from learning about the giant 
loggerhead turtles to scouring the beach for 
shells as dolphins frolic in the abundant sea.
As long as their are islands, the magnificence 

of the sunrise over the Atlantic, and the sooth-
ing surf, will never lose their appeal.

The island style of South Carolina’s Fripp Island
Located halfway between Charleston and Sa-

vannah, Fripp Island is one of South Carolina’s 
unspoiled natural treasures. There’s some-
thing magical about being here. Maybe it’s the 
sense of isolation that comes from being on an 
island. Or the echoes of 17th century pirates, 
who are rumored to have hidden their booty 
here. The island was named after Captain 
Johannes Fripp, a 17th century privateer, who 
gave up plundering to live here.
Hollywood has found Fripp Island fascinating 

as well. The area around Ocean Creek and the 
surrounding tidal marsh was used as a film 
location for both Forrest Gump and Disney’s 
The Jungle Book.
Deer are common among the stands of 

loblolly pine, and moss draped live oak, while 
egrets, pelicans and the occasional alligator in-
habit the tidal estuaries. The 3,000-care island 
is a major hatchery for loggerhead turtles and 
the entire island is an Audubon-designated 
bird preserve.
South Carolina’s most seaward barrier 

island remains private and uncrowded and 
is the perfect haven for families and golfers. 
Although cars and trucks are permitted on the 
roads, golf carts and bicycles remain the most 
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    On South Carolina’s most beautiful barrier island is a great 
family friendly spot for your summer vacation. Two championship 
golf courses, tennis, fi shing, biking, swimming and Camp Fripp 
for kids will give you more time to enjoy Fripp Island’s beautiful 
uncrowded beach. 
   To book  your Fripp Island vacation, call 855-256-1766 
or visit us online at www.FrippIslandResort.com.

n South Carolina’s most beautiful barrier island is a great 
family friendly spot for your summer vacation. Two championship 
golf courses, tennis, fi shing, biking, swimming and Camp Fripp 
for kids will give you more time to enjoy Fripp Island’s beautiful 

Come fall in love with South Carolina’s best kept secret.



old-fashioned way. Master Cheesemaker 
Sid Cook has won more top national 
and international awards than any other 
cheesemaker in North America. Carr Val-
ley cheeses have won more than 400 top 
awards in U.S. and international competi-
tions, many of these by Sid’s one-of-a-kind 
American Originals — artisanal cheeses 
you won’t find made anywhere else. 

These include Black Sheep Truffle, Cave 
Aged Marisa, and Smoked Ba Ba Blue, 
made from sheep’s milk; and Baraboo 
Blue, and Chevre au Lait, made from 
goat’s milk.

At the Capitol ChopHouse, it’s all about 
the steak. Located inside the Hilton Madi-
son, on the shimmering shores of Lake 
Monona, prime cuts are hand selected 
daily, including Scavuzzos steaks, Bre-
ckenridge Farms pork, and Strause veal. 
Seafood is flown in daily from the coast 
to ensure freshness. Vegetables and fruits 
are sourced from local growers. Delicious 
Poblano Remoulade Crab Cakes, and their 
signature ChopHouse Salad, and Striped 
Sea Bass, are all customer favorites and 
the presentation elevates the dining ex-
perience to another level.

Ancora is an Italian word that can 
mean both “again” or “more”. Ancora 
Coffee Roasters was born on a sunny June 
morning  on Capital Square in downtown 
Madison. Co-founders George and Sue 
Krug have built their business on their 
passion for specialty coffee. Today Ancora 
Coffee Roasters has grown to include three 
Madison-area coffeehouses, plus a college 
kiosk and Ancora coffee is proudly served 
at hundreds of independent coffeehouses 
and restaurants across the nation. Their 
coffee beans come from Arabica coffee’s 
heirloom plant types, Bourbon and 
Typica, produced by family estates and 
small farms in the highest-altitude grow-
ing regions. Their custom blends include 
Ancora d’Oro, which mingles New World 
and Pacific Island coffees with sweet 
chocolate and fruit notes.

Ideally situated in the heart of 
downtown, the Hyatt Place Madison/
Downtown is surrounded by museums, 
theatres, restaurants and shopping. The 
spacious guestrooms all feature the luxu-
rious Hyatt Grand Bed™ and a 42” flat 
panel HDTV and complimentary Wi-Fi 
available throughout the hotel. The com-
plimentary a.m. Kitchen Skillet, featuring 
freshly prepared breakfast sandwiches, 
waffles, French toast, pancakes and steel 
cut oatmeal, is available daily in their 
Guest Kitchen.

Say Cheese in Madison
adison Wisconsin is located 
on a narrow strip of land 
called “The Isthmus.” Situ-
ated between two lakes, the 

Mendota and the Monona, it’s consis-
tently ranked as one of the best places 
to live in the United States. It’s also one 
of the best places to eat. On Saturday 
mornings in the summer, the Dane County 
Farmers’ Market in Capitol Square, is filled 
with fresh produce, meat and cheese. The 
market is also famous for the spicy cheese 
bread made by Stella’s Bakery.

Monona Terrace Community and Conven-
tion Center opened in 1997, after nearly 
60 years of debate. Designed by the re-
nowned architect Frank Lloyd Wright, in 
1938, Wright reworked the plans several 
times between 1938 and 1958, before 
signing off on the final plans seven weeks 
before his death in 1959.

There’s much to explore at Monona Ter-
race, from a moving tribute to a musical 
legend to daily tours. Guides reveal how 
Frank Lloyd Wright’s organic architecture 
is expressed in dramatic open spaces, cir-
cular forms and breathtaking lake views. 
Tours take one hour and are offered daily.

An essential design element of the 
building is the 12-kilometer pathway 
around Lake Monona that wraps around 

the building. Visit the memorial to the 
legendary soul singer Otis Redding in the 
William T. Evjue Rooftop Garden. Redding 
died in a plane crash in Lake Monona, 
in 1967, not far from where Monona 
Terrace stands today. With a panoramic 
view that encompass Lake Monona, the 
State Capitol and the near east and west 
sides of Madison, the Rooftop Garden is 
the facility’s crown jewel.

Real dark chocolate, tasting of the 
small, shaded farms of the densest equato-
rial jungles and swampy, overgrown low-
lands, can stir the imagination as well as 
the taste buds. Chocolatier Gail Ambrosius 
grew up as one of ten children on a dairy 
farm in Seymour, Wisconsin, and learned 
her craft from the renowned Valrhona and 
Cluizel chocolatiers in France. 

Today you can find Gail and her fine, 
hand made chocolates at her store on 
Atwood Avenue. Gail says single-origin 
chocolate is even more interesting be-
cause it takes on the flavors of the area 
where it was grown. Products like her Sin-
gle-Origin Chocolate Collection truffles 
will help discover the bold chocolates of 
Colombia, Ecuador, Peru and Venezuela. 

Nestled among the rolling hills and lush 
pastures of central Wisconsin, Carr Valley 
Cheese is famous for making cheese the 

The State Capital presides over Capital Square in Madison, Wisconsin.

BY RENU SAGGAR
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Hampton Inn Myrtle Beach  
Northwood 
 
620 75th Avenue North 
Myrtle Beach SC, 29572 

Phone: (843) 497-6250 
www.hamptonnorthwood.com 

WE LOVE HAVING 
      YOU HERE! 

Hot Breakfast Buffet 
Indoor Heated Pool 
2.5 Blocks from Beach 
In Room Coffee Maker 

Conveniently located 
within a few miles of 
many local attractions  
and restaurants!! 

       Aqua Beach Inn 
    1301 Withers Drive 
Myrtle Beach, SC 29577 
      (843)916 - 1301 

Ocean View Rooms 
Just Steps From The Beach 
Full Size Refrigerator/Freezer 
Two Burner Stove Top 
Two Room Suites Available 
Outdoor Pool/Whirlpool 
Balcony Rooms Available 
In-Room Microwave 
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M Y R T L E  B E A C H  O C E A N F R O N T

TOP RANKED BY TRIPADVISOR.COM
Featuring 6 oceanfront pools (with hot tubs and heated

pools), spa, fitness center, golf and more. Spacious

accommodations include 2-bedroom family suites with

kitchenette, oceanfront master bedroom, and separate

kids’ bedroom with bunk beds and a queen-size bed.

1801 South Ocean Boulevard, Myrtle Beach, SC 29577
www.HamptonInnOceanfront.com

or call 1-800-HAMPTON
12008_NMBC AAA Crossings:Layout 1  1/13/12  10:29 AM  Page 1
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access to densely wooded areas and 3 
acres of lawn planted with specimen trees. 

Hikers and cyclists will climb over 
1,000-feet along the 19-mile Decker’s 
Creek Trail. The popular trail runs from 
Hazel Ruby McQuain Riverfront Park in 
downtown Morgantown, and up into 
Preston County. Mountain waterfalls 
tumble over rugged limestone boulders 
bordered by thickets of rhododendron, 
mountain laurel and towering evergreen.

Paddlers can spend a day on the Upper 
Mon Water Trail and explore the 65-mile 
water route’s five locks and dams. If more 
adventurous activities “float your boat,” 
take a whitewater run on the Cheat River 
or Big Sandy Creek. The Cheat Canyon has 
13 miles of world-class whitewater with 
over 30 Class III-IV rapids. The Cheat 
Canyon is at its best from March through 
June and any time rainfall is plentiful. It’s 
an adrenalin-filled race through rapids 
with names like Big Nasty. 

The 14-mile long Cheat Lake was created 
when the Cheat River was dammed in the 
mid-1920s and is an excellent place for 
fishing and watersports.

For great views, the 1,398-foot Dorsey’s 
Knob overlooks the Monongahela River 
and the Appalachian Mountains. Coopers 
Rock State Forest offers some incredible 
views and nearly 50 miles of trails, ranging 
from easy leg-stretchers to long, difficult 
day hikes.

The Henry Clay Iron Furnace located in 
Coopers Rock State Forest, dates from 
1835. A bit of a walk from the main sec-
tion of the park, it provides an interesting 
window into a time when a nation was 
built with iron and sweat.

It’s morning in  
Morgantown

inger Joni Mitchell sang its 
praises in her song “Morning 
Morgantown” and famous 
natives include actor Don 

Knotts and country singer Kathy Mattea. 
Kiplinger’s magazine ranked Morgantown 
as one of the “50 Smart Places to Live.”

Nestled along the banks of the Monon-
gahela River in scenic northern West 
Virginia, Morgantown is home to West 
Virginia University, and some of the most 
magnificent mountain scenery anywhere. 
Visitors are often struck by the energy 
of this vibrant college town, as well as 
the splendid architecture, history and 
exquisite natural setting.

Take a stroll along Morgantown’s 
main street to see historic buildings of 
the Downtown Wharf District, filled with 
shops, restaurants and galleries. Guided 
tours along the Monongahela River are 
available. Downtown landmarks include 
the Metropolitan Theatre, billed as “West 
Virginia’s most beautiful playhouse” 
when it opened in 1924, and the Monon-
galia Arts Center on High Street. The red-
brick Monongolia County Courthouse 
was built in 1891, and is notable for its 
distinctive square towers. The county’s 
oldest standing stone building – the Old 
Stone House – circa 1795) is located on 
Chestnut Street.

Morgantown once boasted over 30 glass 
factories and much of that history is still 
preserved at the Seneca Center, a former 
glass factory, now an upscale shopping 
destination. Aficionados of the glass-
makers’ art can take in the Morgantown 

Glass Museum on Mileground Road. The 
privately-owned museum houses over 
2,000 pieces produced locally by the 
Morgantown, Gentile and Seneca glass 
factories between 1892 and 1980.

West Virginia’s coal industry is chroni-
cled at Scott’s Run Museum, which pre-
serves the history of coal with a wealth 
of artifacts and displays that recall early 
minig practices. The Cook Hayman Phar-
macy Museum is affiliated with the univer-
sity, and exhibits include a 19th century 
drugstore and tools and instruments used 
by pharmacists in the past.

Located within Morgantown’s city 
limits is the 91-acre WVU Core Arboretum. 
Approximately 3.5 miles of trails provide 

S
Woodburn Hall preseides over the University of West Virginia Campus.

Cooper’s Rock State Park.

BY ADELINA IRVINE

Just 5 Hours From The Border Is A Weekend 
Getaway That Feels Oh-So-Far-Away! 
ENJOY MORE! scenic rides. From the seat of a motorcycle or the 
seat of a bicycle you’ll find once-in-a-lifetime experiences that 
include antiquing, historical sites and Appalachian arts.

TASTE MORE! local wines. Tours and samples are a not-to-be-
missed treat at the Forks-of-Cheat Winery.

PLAY MORE! golf on one of seven 18-hole scenic courses.

SAVOR MORE! cuisine. Whether it’s a romantic rendezvous 
or alfresco by the water’s edge, our university city serves up a 
dynamic nightlife and tastes from around the world.

Visit our website for a complete listing of fairs, festivals and 
events or contact us for assistance in planning your vacation 
and our Canadian discount booklet!

www.tourmorgantown.com/Crossings |  800.458.7373

facebook.com/MOREgantownFOLLOW US ON
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Greetings from

Michigan
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VINTAGE VOLKSWAGEN CAR SHOW
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MICHIGAN CAMARO SUPERFEST
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SHADOW ART FAIR
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