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METRO DETROIT — YOUR SHOPPING SANCTUARY.
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BIG FUN, SHOPPING AND SAVINGS START IN THE D.

Emerge from hibernation and bring your family or friends to metro Detroit for a
weekend of fashion and fun. Renew your wardrobe without breaking the bank.
Soak up the sun at our outdoor malls. Boutique-hop in one of our quaint downtowns.
Hit any of our upscale shopping centers or outlet malls for the hottest trends.
Treat yourself by relaxing at a top-notch hotel or world-class spa, and enjoy everything
The D has to offer – from delicious dining to dancing, gaming and a show.
Be sure to check out visitdetroit.com for spring savings now.

It’s human nature to plan ahead.
But sometimes our best ideas come when there’s no plan at all.
When we just go with the flow
and let the day unfold as it’s meant to be.
A day on the water, soaking up the sun.
A day we leave up in the air.
Yesterday, this was just a last-minute idea.
Today our big surprise is Pure Michigan.
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Just 5 Hours From The Border Is A Weekend
Getaway That Feels Oh-So-Far-Away!
ENJOY MORE! scenic rides. From the seat of a motorcycle or the
seat of a bicycle you’ll find once-in-a-lifetime experiences that
include antiquing, historical sites and Appalachian arts.
TASTE MORE! local wines. Tours and samples are a not-to-bemissed treat at the Forks-of-Cheat Winery.
PLAY MORE! golf on one of seven 18-hole scenic courses.
SAVOR MORE! cuisine. Whether it’s a romantic rendezvous
or alfresco by the water’s edge, our university city serves up a
dynamic nightlife and tastes from around the world.
Visit our website for a complete listing of fairs, festivals and
events or contact us for assistance in planning your vacation
and our Canadian discount booklet!

www.tourmorgantown.com/Crossings | 800.458.7373
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Western neW york

and served with browned button mushrooms, pearl onions, confit carrots and
smashed Yukon potatoes. The “Death by
Chocolate” dessert is dark and decadent
and well worth the trip by itself.

Vinology

B Y RENU SAGGAR

A taste of college town cuisine
Ann Arbor offers a degree in dining

A

nn Arbor is hip, happening
and cosmopolitan. Local boy
Bob Seger memorably rhapsodized about his hometown in
the song “Mainstreet” and Michigan’s
quintessential college town has a panoply of cultural attractions. The region is
also renowned for its diversity of tastes.
From acclaimed restaurants to unique
and delicious bistros, you’re certain to
find exactly what you’re craving.

Mercy’s
Central Ann Arbor was once a wasteland of student eats with sandwich shops,
soggy sushi, and bars selling wings by the
bushel. Mercy’s at the Bell Tower Hotel
is something special, serving an exotic
mélange of French and Asian cuisine.
Owners Steve and Mercy Kasle have
created a dining experience completely
unique from anything Ann Arbor has
ever seen. The French Asian fusion
concept gets some help from formally
French trained Chef James Jilek, while

Mercy was able to incorporate some of
her own Burmese heritage into the menu.
It is also the closest restaurant in town to
Hill Auditorium and a great spot for dinner
before a performance. Mercy’s offers free
valet parking — and they will hold your
car until after the performance — really
convenient!
Many hardcore foodies judge better
restaurants strictly by their bread and
salads, and Mercy’s has perhaps the best
bread you will ever taste, crispy on the
outside, warm and buttery on the inside.
The menu is imaginative and fresh, offering a variety of small plates and larger
entrees. The Drunken Shrimp appetizer
is marinated in sake and lightly sautéed,
set atop udon noodles with green onion,
cucumber, and sauce a la minute. The Duck
Confit Egg Rolls are filled with tender
poached duck with shredded cabbage,
leeks, and shiitake mushrooms.
Principles include falling off the bone
Braised Lamb Shanks, braised for hours
8 - CROSSINGS

With over 100 wines served by the
bottle and 50 by the glass Vinology is
not your everyday wine bar. Located
at 110 South Main Street, Ann Arbor,
owner Kristin Jonna, along with her
father John, are two of the leading wine
entrepreneurs in Metropolitan Detroit.
The family operated Merchants Fine
Wine, originally known as Merchant of
Vino for many years.
The Jonnas worked with local designers to maintain the historical attributes
of the space while relating the decor to
wine education. Materials like stainless
steel, cork, and glass were used to evoke
elements of the winemaking process. The
exposed brick walls and restored tin ceilings create four separate spaces for guests
to enjoy. Wine bottles seem suspended in
thin air behind the wine bar where tall
stainless steel ladders roll along tracks for
bartenders to fetch wine.
This intimate Bubble Room features 400
hand-blown glass balls hanging from the
ceiling. The room hosts Tuesday Night
Tasting each week and is used for wine
and food classes throughout the winter.
The Cellar Room seats only twelve,
but is by far the most sought after dining space. Oversize wood bins filled with
wine line the walls and guests can also
peruse this space to help decide which
retail wines they would like to take home.
You might not think of a wine bar
for lunch, but Vinology is as passionate
about food as they are about wine. High
quality ingredients are the hallmark of
a menu that rotates seasonally with fun
and inventive small plates, specialty artisan cheeses, traditional entrees with a
nouveau twist, and housemade desserts.
Dinner entrees are served in full or half
portions so guests can mix and match
dishes to create a tapas-style menu, a
European-inspired degustation, or a traditional three-course meal.

The Common Grill
The Common Grill is an upscale American bistro in a 100-year-old restored
building. Owner and executive chef Craig
Common has earned accolades from
Gourmet, and Bon Appetit magazines
and the Common Grill was named one
of Detroit’s 10 best restaurants by the
2011 Zagat Guide.
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Ann Arbor
Located at 112 South Mainstreet in
downtown Chelsea, about 25 minutes
from Ann Arbor, the grill features a
wide assortment of seafood, including
locally-caught perch, whitefish and walnut encrusted walleye with citrus butter,
and favorites like scallops, sea bass, and
lobster. Freshly baked rolls and salads
include a choice of the Tuscan poached
pear on Bibb lettuce with gorgonzola, walnuts and balsamic vinaigrette. A Mixed
Grill features a breast of herbed chicken,
grilled beef tenderloin, BBQ shrimp
wrapped in applewood smoked bacon,
with white cheddar mashed potatoes and
grilled asparagus. The paella is a saffron-y
delight of seafood, chicken and sausage.
Pecan ice cream with caramel sauce and
Meyer lemon tart, are a fabulous finish
to a wonderful meal.
Take in a play at famed actor Jeff Daniels’ Purple Rose Theatre around the corner
and it’s like a night in New York, only
with much less traffic and great seats.

Pacific Rim
Great food. Excellent service. Warm
ambience. These are the elements that

describe Pacific Rim. Some will remember
Pacific Rim’s early incarnation as Kana,
a small, family-owned Korean restaurant
near the University of Michigan Hospital.
In 1995, the Ko family moved their restaurant to 114 W Liberty in the heart of
downtown Ann Arbor. The menu has also
evolved from the traditional Korean cuisine of Mrs. Ko, to a more contemporary
pan-Asian cuisine that draws from the best
of Japanese, Korean, Chinese, Vietnamese
and Thai cooking. It also relies on basic
French techniques and the emphasis is
on freshness and seasonality. The result
is a distinctive menu that draws from the
best of both worlds.
Starters include Southeast Asian Crabcakes made from Australian crabmeat
with diced jicama, red bell peppers and
scallions, served with a cilantro-lime
sauce.
Entrees include Five-Spice Duck, a panseared duck breast and duck confit risotto
with a Chinese 5-spice reduction sauce
and Shanghai bok choy. The JapaneseStyle Sablefish is a rich sablefish marinated
in miso and sake, pan roasted with a soytamarind sauce and served over sautéed
nappa cabbage, shiitake mushrooms and
Korean vermicelli noodles.

Arbor Brewing Company
The Arbor Brewing Company features
satisfyingly tasty locally brewed beer, a
menu heavy on local and organic food,
and a relaxed, laid back atmosphere. They
generally serve between 8 and 12 housebrewed beers on tap, including aged
Belgian-style ales, bottle-conditioned in
a 750 ml champagne bottle. Brune is a
Jackhammer Old Ale, aged in a gueuze
innoculated oak barrel for a strong, spicy
and tart taste. Frambooze is a higher gravity blonde ale fermented with raspberries.
Draft beers are available for carry-out
in growlers (1/2 gallon jugs that can be
refilled) and carry-out six packs and kegs.
ABC’s food is far better than you might
find in a typical brew pub and crawling
with vegetarian options and healthy and
sustainable choices like locally-raised free
range beef and fair trade coffee. Specialties
include a Cherry Barbecue pulled pork
sandwich with sides of grilled zucchini
and sweet potato fries. Other favorites
include Cajun fries, catfish tacos, their
homemade black bean burger on a bun,
or crumbled on nachos or taco salad.
For a special treat on the first Thursday
of every month, ABC host a beer tasting.
So many brews and so little time.

Stay close to adventure

SM

Lima, OH

Grove City, OH

Mansfield, OH

Sharonville, OH

805 S. Leonard Ave.
Lima, OH 45804

4029 Marlane Drive
Grove City, OH 43123

90 West Hanley Road
Mansfield, OH 44903

11171 Dowlin Drive
Sharonville, OH 45241

(419) 227-2221

(614) 991-5301

(419) 756-7600

(513) 772-4114

Free Bear Bites® Breakfast – Free High Speed Internet –

Ask for LRO to receive up to 30% off of the RACK Rate.*
travelodge.com 1.800.578.7878
*Restrictions apply see Travelodge.com for details.
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©2011 Travelodge Hotels, Inc. All Travelodge Hotels are independently owned and operated.
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B Y ADELINA IRVINE

The beach less traveled
Finding Florida’s Forgotten Coast

F

lorida still has a few tuckedaway treasures that cling tightly
to their roots. When state officials forgot to include a small
strip of beaches in northwest Florida, on
the annual tourism map, locals began
calling their region “Florida’s Forgotten
Coast.” That was back in 1995, but the
name stuck.
Mexico Beach, a quiet town located at
the western end of the Forgotten Coast,is
where the well preserved natural beauty
of the land and sea combine to make a
spellbinding destination.
Many Florida travelers have never even
heard of this tranquil enclave just 20 miles
east of Panama City and that’s exactly the
point. It remains an unspoiled treasure
of natural beauty, and carefree spirits.
Nature abounds here. Bald eagles
migrate in the winter, cobia run close to
shore in the spring. Sea turtles hatch in
the summer, and dolphins frolic all year

long. The beaches are blinding white,
shorts and sandals are the norm, and the
pace is languorous.

Its history resonates with tales of
Caribbean pirates, lost gold mines and
buried treasure. The French built Fort
Chateuge here in 1718, but abandoned
it several years later. Around 1900, Felix
DuPont purchased property in the area
for a turpentine plantation. Old timers
can still recall being chased off the beach
by semi-wild cattle.
With just under 1,300 full time residents, this small coastal community is
filled with the charm of the Florida
panhandle. This is truly a beachfront
community with an endless expanse of
azure water and sky stretching to the
horizon. Nothing is more than a 1/4 mile
from the shore!
Sheltered by the long arm of the St.
Joseph Peninsula, the seven miles of pristine beach are dotted by modest cottages,
some new upscale houses and beach
motels. Residents are relaxed and cordial
and the local bistros provide the perfect
setting to meet with family and friends.
Seafood is an area specialty and every
day the charter fleets unload a bounty
of shrimp, grouper and crab.
Bring your rod and tackle and cast your
line into the Gulf of Mexico from City
Pier. A number of charter services are also
available to take you out into the Gulf
where the big fish reside.
Vacation rentals offer a range of accommodations with everything from
beachfront homes and cottages, to urban
coastal lofts. Gulf Coast Vacation Rentals off spectacular beachfront vacation
homes that sleep up to 18, townhomes,
even canal front retreats with a private
dock for your boat.
Customers return year after year be-

The Mexico Beach Canal.
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Forgotten Coast
cause they offer clean, quality properties
and unmatched customer service.
Parker Realty has been sharing sunsets
since 1946. Family patriarch Charlie
Parker was elected the town’s first mayor
and the Mexico Beach canal bridge on
Highway 98 was named in his honor. Visitors can enjoy all the comforts of home
in one of their fully furnished vacation
rentals. Choose a luxury villa, beach
house, vacation condo, or home rental
near pristine sunny beaches. The Parker
Realty family can help you make Mexico
Beach your family’s vacation home.
Golfers can tee off at St. Joseph’s Bay
Country Club , a pristine 18-hole championship golf course. The intermediate
player will do well on this course. Mature
trees, lush fairways, sloping greens, and
strategically placed hazards highlight
this traditional layout. Water comes into
play on fourteen holes and duffers will
encounter plenty of wildlife, including
alligators.
Until you’ve actually laid eyes on the
coastline of Cape San Blas, you’re bound
to underestimate this sandy stretch of
splendor. In fact, in 2002, Dr. Stephen
Leatherman, better known as Dr. Beach,
ranked St. Joseph’s Peninsula State Park
on Cape San Blas #1 in the nation for its
50-foot tall white sand dunes and crystal
clear waters. The seventeen-mile long barrier peninsula, curves around St. Joseph
Bay holding the Gulf’s playful surf back
on one side, while keeping the bay at bay,
on the other. Kayaking, stand up paddle
boarding, and biking the new Loggerhead
Bike trail are popular Cape activities.
Historic Cape San Blas Lighthouse
was constructed in 1838. The Keepers’
Quarters was recently restored and offers
tours and a gift shop.
Indian Pass has a history filled with
ghost stories, governors, Franciscan friars
and exotic game. The St. Vincent National
Wildlife Refuge, is home to sambar deer,
a species of elk native to Asia, a remnant
of the preserve’s days as a private hunting
camp. The area was settled in the early
1900s and has several great examples of
cracker-style homes.
“The Pass” is celebrated for its excellent
fishing, secluded beaches, lagoon oysters,
and an incredible range of habitat.
Historic Port St. Joe overlooking St.
Joseph Bay, features an historic downtown shopping district and a waterfront
marina, all conveniently connected and
easily walkable.
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St. Joseph’s Peninsula St. Park.

double your pleasure

Visitors to this part of the Florida Panhandle
can ring in the New Year twice! Start in the
Eastern Time Zone in Port St. Joe and St.
Joe Beach, then travel just five minutes west
to Mexico Beach and celebrate again an
hour later in the Central Time Zone.
for more information

Visit their website at www.mexicobeach.com
or contact the Mexico Beach Official Visitor
Information Center at P.O. Box 13382,
Mexico Beach, FL 32410.
For a free vaction guide from Gulf County
Tourisn, visit them online at www.VisitGulf.
com.
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Acoommodatioms range from oceanfront condos to golf villas.

Overhead Marina view.
North Myrtle Beach Sunset.

The area has over 120 golf courses.

North Myrtle Be

Beach

B Y JENNIFER C. PRINCE

S

un. Sand. Smiles. In
North Myrtle Beach, S.C.,
our stunning natural
beauty is the Carolina
coast at its best. Beyond
the natural beauty is a
host of pursuits to keep you busy: championship golf, great resorts, top entertainment, fine dining, fabulous shopping, and
some of the best fishing and boating on
the East Coast.
North Myrtle Beach offers fun activities for everyone miniature golf parks,
amusement rides and of course the dance
craze that was born in the heart of North
Myrtle Beach — The Shag! And when
evening arrives, North Myrtle Beach’s
star studded theatres are heating up the
stage with electrifying live performances.
With the many lodging options, you
are certain to find the right package to fit
your budget. The choices are endless—an
ocean front cottage, condo or hotel, or
a golf course villa—North Myrtle Beach
can accommodate you!
Play championship golf on flawless
fairways created by some of the world’s
greatest designers. Discover established
courses that are well maintained and offer
some of the best bent-grass greens. Enjoy
breathtaking views of the marshland area
and the Intracoastal Waterway and of
course those solid courses that challenge
even the best golfer.
Fishing is a popular pastime for North
Myrtle Beach visitors. Some of the largest
and most prized fish can be caught off the
coast of South Carolina, which is just one
reason local fishermen work every month
of the year. Enjoy inshore, offshore, pier,
surf and artificial reef fishing in North
Myrtle Beach!

Broadway at the Beach offers an enticing mix of shopping and attractions,
like the NASCAR Speed Park, IMAX 3D
Theater, Palace Theatre and Ripley’s
Aquarium. The $43-million aquarium is
filled with 1.3-million gallons of water
and dozens of denizens of the deep.
Visitors ride a moving walkway through
an acrylic tunnel where ferocious sharks
glide inches above your head. Lethal
Weapons is a fascinating new exhibit
with dozens of the most shocking and
deadly creatures of the sea, along with a
host of hands-on interactive displays that
will truly leave any visitor with a spine
tingling and unique experience.
And believe it or not, that’s just one of
the Ripley’s attractions in the area. Ripley’s
Believe It or Not! Odditorium features the
largest collection of the odd and unusual
from all corners of the world. See a genuine shrunken head, see how you measure
up to the world’s tallest man and pet a
6-legged cow.
Ripley’s Haunted Adventure is a multimillion dollar haunted house featuring
live actors, animatronics and bone chilling special effects. See infinite reflections
of yourself in the Marvelous Mirror Maze,
or experience some real movie magic in
the 3D Moving Theater.
In North Myrtle Beach there’s never a
shortage of dining options either! From
your favorite national chains to locally
owned and operated establishments that
will suit the entire family. Seafood, steaks,
burgers, North Myrtle Beach has it all.
A full schedule of annual events is accented by countless festivals and parades
perfect to invite both newcomers and
visitors into our cultural diversity and
dedication to having fun.

With nine miles of beautiful wide beach,
great golf and dozens of attractions,
North Myrtle Beach is the perfect
place to get some sand
in your shoes.
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North Myrtle Beach
Mayfest on Main, Saturday, May 7th,
will star “The Legends of Surf Music,” Al
Jardine and David Marks, both original
members of The Beach Boys and Dean
Torrence, half of Jan and Dean. This
family event will also feature food and
craft vendors, kids area and much more!
The newest attraction in North Myrtle
Beach is the O.D. Pavilion & Amusement
Park, located beside the famous “horseshoe” at the end of Main Street. Open
from Memorial Day to Labor Day, this
is one of the most scenic amusement
parks anywhere, located directly on the
beach overlooking the ocean. There are
rides for kids of all ages, such as a Ferris
Wheel, Carousel, Tilt-a-Whirl, Mulligan
Swings, Orient Express Coaster, Gravitron and for the wee ones Teacups and a
Funslide. While you’re here don’t forget
to take a ride on the world’s largest inflatable waterslide! The three-story inflatable
waterslide is on the beach between 1st
and 2nd Avenues South in North Myrtle
Beach. Dubbed “The Hippo,” the slide is
36 feet tall and nearly 180 feet long. The
waterslide is affordable for beachgoers at
only $3 per ride or riders can purchase
an all-day wristband for $20.
The city also offers a variety of park facilities, and an Aquatic and Fitness Center.
The state of the art North Myrtle Beach
Aquatic & Fitness Center offers visitor
rates for weekly or monthly memberships
are available.
And who can forget our most precious
commodity, the wide beautiful beaches.
Our nine-mile coast is the perfect place
to take a long walk, soak up the sun and
scenery and create memories!
More and more Canadians are getting
to Myrtle Beach faster and cheaper thanks
to Direct Air. The alternative to high fares
and lengthy travel times, Direct Air offers state of the art jetcraft, convenient
departure times, low fares, and nonstop
flights. Direct Air offers chartered nonstop service to Myrtle Beach from Niagara
Falls and Plattsburgh, New York, and
Kalamazoo Michigan.
Just 80 miles (130 km) from Toronto,
one of the great advantages of flying from
Niagara Falls is that you don’t have to
pay international flight fees and parking
at Niagara Falls International Airport is
free! Plattsburgh is just about 60 miles
from downtown Montreal and bills itself
as “Montreal’s U.S. airport.”
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Enjoy Extraordinary Amenities,
Unbeatable Quality and Incredible Values
at our Myrtle Beach Oceanfront Resorts
up

SAVE to 35%

with Early Bookings
GREAT SPRING & SPRING BREAK RATES

as low as $45-$65
VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR
UP-TO-DATE SPECIALS
AND BOOK NOW!

800-294-2415

888-889-9976

800-734-6479

WWW.GO2MYRTLE.COM • BEST VALUE ON THE EAST COAST!
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The Hampton Harborfront.

B Y RENU SAGGAR

Where the sea met the stars
Hampton covers a lot of ground & water

H

ampton Roads covers a lot
of ground — and a lot of
water — in Southeastern
Virginia. In fact, the name
Hampton Roads serves a dual purpose,
describing both a body of water and a
geographic region.
Hampton Roads, the waterway, has
been called one of the finest natural harbors in the world. Home to navy ships,
commercial fishing trawlers, cargo vessels,
submarines and pleasure craft, Hampton
Roads is a busy estuary that feeds into the
Atlantic Ocean via the Chesapeake Bay.
Hampton the town, had the misfortune
to be burned during both the American
Revolutionary War and the American
Civil War. The city’s tranquil waterfront
location is the center of the Hampton
Roads region.
Over the centuries it’s lured a lot of
sailors. Blackbeard’s Point on the Hampton
River was named for the infamous pirate.
Legend has it that after Blackbeard was
hunted down and killed, his severed head
was displayed on a spike (at what is now
Blackbeard’s Point) to serve as a warning to other would-be pirates. Visitors
can celebrate his demise at the Annual
Hampton Blackbeard Festival in June.
Visitors can take a narrated tour of
Hampton Roads harbor and Chesapeake
Bay aboard the Miss Hampton II. The

double-decked tour boat cruises past
Blackbeard’s Point, Old Point Comfort
and the Norfolk Naval Base, where you’ll
get a look at the mighty ships and submarines berthed at the world’s largest
naval base.
Home to Langley Air Force Base,
Hampton was the first home of NASA
(the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration) and served as a training
ground for America’s first astronauts, the
Mercury Seven. Hampton’s space legacy
lives on today through hands-on exhibits
at the Virginia Air & Space Center. Visitors
can see the Apollo XII Command Module, a moon rock and airplane exhibits
tracing the evolution of flight, as well as
a five-story IMAX Theater.
Nineteen aircraft and spacecraft hang
from the Center’s 94-foot ceiling, including an F-4E “Phantom II” fighter used
during the Vietnam War and a Corsair
F-106B “Delta Dart” struck nearly 700
times by lightning while flying through
storms as part of NASA lightning research.
Fort Monroe is recognized as the largest
stone fort ever built in the United States.
Nicknamed “Freedom’s Fortress,” this
Union-held fortification was completed
in 1834 and provided a safe haven for
hundreds of runaway slaves during the
Civil War. The Casemate Museum, located
inside the fort, chronicles its history
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through weaponry exhibits, Civil War
memorabilia and the cell where Confederate President Jefferson Davis was
imprisoned after the Civil War.
Peninsula Town Center, an open-air,
mixed use development, is breathing
new life into the Hampton retail market.
The center, which opening last year, features retail shops, entertainment venues,
restaurants, offices and apartments in a
park-style landscape with fountains and
plazas. The Town Square Park boasts a
stage and jumping fountain and hosts
a broad variety of concerts and events.
The is home to three department stores
— Macy’s, JC Penney and Target — and
specialty retailers like Aéropostale,
Chico’s, H&M a Swedish based clothing
company and Victoria’s Secret.
Diners can chow down at Five Guys
Burger & Fries, Hayashi Sushi & Grill, a
high quality Hibachi & Sushi Restaurant
and CinéBistro.
CinéBistro, Cobb Theatres’ extraordinary premium movie theatre and dining
experience is changing the way people
watch movies. A screening at a CinéBistro is nothing short of pure indulgence,
offering cinema aficionado’s an upscale,
stylish setting. Patrons can enjoy the
splendor of watching a movie in their
own specially reserved, ultra-luxurious
high back leather rocking chair, eat a
sumptuous gourmet meal served in their
seat, sip premium cocktails and fine wine,
and then retire to the terrace for delicious
coffee and dessert.
The Embassy Suites Hampton Roads
hotel is located across the street from
the Hampton Convention Center and
Coliseum, and only half an hour away
from Colonial Williamsburg, Busch
Gardens and Water Country USA. Amenities include spacious 2-room suites, a
swimming pool, laundry/valet service,
complimentary cooked-to-order breakfast and a state-of-the-art Precor fitness
center. Guests can unwind at the hotel’s
Spa Botanica Day Spa where you’ll find
luxurious treatments for men and women
in a soothing, natural setting.

if you go

Intersected by Interstates 64 and 664, Hampton is located in the geographic center of the
Hampton Roads area, approximately a 3-hour
drive south of Washington, D.C. and 30-miles
from both Colonial Williamsburg and Virginia
Beach. For more information visit their
website at hamptoncvb.com.

M Y R T L E

B E A C H

O C E A N F R O N T

THE 100% VALUEPACKED VACATION!
Top-rated Myrtle Beach hotel by TripAdvisor.com.
Featuring 6 oceanfront pools, spa, fitness center, golf
and more. With spacious accommodations that include
2-BR family suites with full kitchen and separate kids’
BR with bunk beds and a queen-size bed.

1801 South Ocean Boulevard • Myrtle Beach, SC 29577
www.HamptonInnOceanfront.com
or call 1-800-HAMPTON

Come fall in love with South Carolina’s best kept secret.

On South Carolina’s most beautiful barrier island is a great
family friendly spot for your summer vacation. Two championship
golf courses, tennis, ﬁshing, biking, swimming and Camp Fripp
for kids will give you more time to enjoy Fripp Island’s beautiful
uncrowded beach.
To book your summer vacation, call 855-256-1766 or visit us
online at www.FrippIslandResort.com.

Fripp Island
GOLF & BEACH RESORT

�

Sorrento and the Bay of Naples.
The Belvedere Sphinx.

Just sit back and enjoy the ride
Escorted Tours are changing the definition of travel

W

hether it’s tossing a coin
into the Trevi Fountain,
or listening to Big Ben,
Europe is all about adventure. And your vacation should be
as bold as you are. Motorcoach vacations
combine the flexibility of independent
travel with the convenience of an escorted
tour. They feature premier destinations,
activities designed around your interests,
along with opportunities to break away
and pursue your passion.
Think of a Trafalgar tour as a luxury
cruise — only on land. Trafalgar Tours
has been creating first class vacations
for over half a century and is the world’s
best-selling escorted tours operator.
You’ll ride in style in a luxury motorcoach, featuriing reclining seats, plenty
of legroom, panoramic windows and an
on-board washroom. No dodging traffic
on the Via Veneto, no worries about
finding your hotel and no stress.
Trafalgar’s itineraries strike the perfect
balance between included activities and
individual time to explore. Tour Directors

B Y GAIL MERO-O’NEIL
are experienced travelers, cultured and
cosmopolitan, who provide you with
those tidbits of local knowledge that will
turn you from a tourist into a traveler.
They also take care of the details that
get in the way of a great vacation, such as
baggage handling, hotel check-in and admission into major attractions. Trafalgar
Tours chooses hotel locations carefully so
you’re never far away from the action. And
all hotel tips, gratuities, baggage handling
are included in your tour.
Discover the sweet life along the Amalfi
Coast with one of Trafalgar’s incredible
Italian tours, including Italian Concerto,
Italy Bellissimo and the Best of Italy.
Stretching from Vietri sul Mare to Sorrento, this is where you’ll find some of
Europe’s most storied coastline with a
myriad of towns nestled among the rocky
cliffs. The namesake town of Amalfi’s
narrow streets are lined with stunning
architecture, most famously its Duomo
cathedral and cloister.
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Once a favorite of the Romans, Positano, is a fascinating seaside town with
buildings stacked atop one another like
a layer cake. According to legend the
Sentiero degli Dei, is the path the gods
took from the mountains to the sea to
hear the songs of the Sirens.
The Isle of Capri is one of the world’s
most celebrated getaways. The ruins of
Roman-era villas overlook the Belvedere
of Tragara, a panoramic promenade.
Farther below, the stunning Blue Grotto,
gives off an iridescent blue glow.
Italy Bellissimo also takes you on a
magical ride through the rolling Umbrian
Hills to postcard perfect San Marino, the
world’s smallest Republic, and Siena,
home of the famed Palio horse race.
In Venice you’ll experience a canal
cruise past the Byzantine Basilica, the
Doge’s Palace and St. Marks Square. Spanning the Rio di Palazzo is the “Bridge of
Sighs” which once connected the Doge’s
prisons with the Inquisitor’s chambers.
Legend has it that the name was inspired
by the sighs of condemned prisoners.

you love
being there.
we love
taking you
there.

Book your Trafalgar tour by March 31
and save $100* per person
Visit some of the most beautiful
places Europe has to offer,
experience authentic cuisine and
discover some of the hidden
treasures along the way. Let us
show you why there is no better
way to travel than on a guided
vacation with Trafalgar Tours and
Valente Travel!

For more information
Contact Valente Travel:
1499 Ouellette Avenue
Windsor, Ontario
Canada N8X 1K1

Phone: 519.252.3331
www.valentetravel.com

Terms & Conditions: *Valid on new Europe bookings made with Trafalgar and Valente Travel between March 1 – March 31, 2011. Deposit required at time of booking.
Combinable with all other promotions and discounts. Not valid on City Breaks, tours with cruises and tours in the East Mediterranean section of the brochures.
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Escorted Tours
Anyone can visit the sights. With Globus you get little known insights, engaging commentary and unique experiences.
Think of them as storytellers who just
happen to be in the travel business. A
leader in escorted tours, travel packages,
and river cruises for more than 80 years,
Globus creates vacations with just the
right balance of included features and
free time, place you in great hotels, and
tell the stories within every journey that
will bring your destination to life.
With nearly 70 European itineraries
that range from seven to 27 days, Globus
offers travelers choice and flexibility. Italy
will top the hot list for Globus travelers
for 2011. Not surprisingly, four of the
company’s five favorite tours are in Italy:
The Best of Italy, Italian Mosaic, Italy’s
Great Cities and Italian Treasures.
The 10-day Northern Italy Highlights
& Cinque Terre is a memorable journey
where food, wine and a train ride along
the picturesque Mediterranean Sea take
center stage. The Cinque Terre is a rugged
portion of coast with five scenic villages
connected by a walking trail.

Other popular European tours include
Introduction to Ireland; Spectacular
Spain; and German Highlights.
The 10-day Essential Europe begins
with two nights in Rome, and ends with
two nights in London. Along the way
you’ll stop in Florence, Venice, Lucerne,
and Paris. Take in all the must-sees, including St. Peter’s, the Sistine Chapel,
Rome’s Colosseum, and Michelangelo’s
David in Florence. Cross the Italian border
into subtropical Lugano, Switzerland,
then traverse the Alps into picture-book
Lucerne, for a relaxing 2-night stay.
Paris is so ingrained in our romantic
imaginations that any visit becomes a
journey into “la vie sentimentale.” The
Seine River divides the city into its two
constituent parts. The Left Bank is older
and home to institutions dating back to
the Middle Ages. The Right Bank is more
modern, cleared in the 19th century
to make way for the grand boulevards.
L’Arc de Triomphe straddles the Champs
Elysées, where the streets converge in a
massive star-shaped pattern.
Aside from having the greatest art collection in the world, the Louvre is drawing
visitors from its role in the best-selling
novel The Da Vinci Code. The museum’s
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collection ranges from Egyptian antiquities dating back to 5000 B.C., to works
from the 19-century. Its most celebrated
work — the Mona Lisa — once hung over
a bathtub at Fontainebleau.
After two nights in gay Paris, board
the Eurostar train for a ride through the
Chunnel to swinging London.

The Cinque Terre.

v is for valente travel

Whether you’re looking to explore Europe
on an escorted vacation, be pampered on a
Cruise, relax at a 5-star all-inclusive Sandals
Resort, or take the train to see a play in
Toronto, Valente Travel can help you get there.
Call: 519.252.3331 in Windsor;
313.965.1818 in Detroit; or
1.800.953.2875 toll free in North America.
Or visit them online at www.valentetravel.com.

Indian River Country
Relax in Florida’s All Natural Wonder

F

lorida’s Indian River County,
is a destination where visitors
can enjoy small-town ambiance, world-class amenities,
without high-rise buildings, traffic or
smog to mar the great view. Travelers can
relax on miles of picturesque beaches, or
choose sports activities all within just a
few minutes of local resorts.
Swimming, surfing, boating, deep sea
fishing, scuba diving and sky diving are
just a few of the wide range of exciting
recreational opportunities awaiting you
in Indian River County. There are 17
challenging golf courses, three open to
the public. In addition, there are tennis
courts, hiking and biking trails, riverside
camping and seaside picnic facilities
available for year-round enjoyment…a
lot to choose from including the Atlantic
Ocean in our backyard.
Enjoy the seaside town of Vero Beach,
twice named by “Great Towns of America” as one of the “100 Great Towns in
America.” Vero Beach is experiencing a
marvelous renaissance with the advent
of new hotels, shops and dining experiences. Some of the latest openings include
the Vero Beach Hotel & Spa, Costa d’Este,
owned by entertainment and hospitality
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entrepreneurs Gloria and Emilio Estefan,
and the 18 room Caribbean Court Boutique Hotel. Disney’s Vero Beach Resort
offers full a range of accommodations,
including deluxe studios, one- and twobedroom vacation homes, and threebedroom beach cottages.
The mainland is also experiencing a
metamorphosis with quaint shopping
villages in Sebastian, as well as expanded
accommodations, such as the newly
opened SpringHill Suites by Marriott. Fun
waterfront places like Captain Hiram’s
Resort and Restaurant round out the casual riverfront of the county. Fellsmere,
located in the northwestern part of the
county, is proud to be host of the famous
Fellsmere Frog Leg Festival, held the third
week in January.
Even though it sits in the backyard of
mega theme parks and plush beach resorts, Indian River County remains nearly
pristine. Located on Florida’s Treasure
Coast, the county gets its name from the
Indian River Lagoon, North America’s most
diverse estuary with more than 2,200
different species of animals and 2,100
species of plants. Nearly one third of
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the nation’s manatee population lives or
migrates through the lagoon seasonally.
In addition, the area’s ocean beaches provide one of the densest sea turtle nesting
areas found in the Western Hemisphere.
Visitors will discover and enjoy a host
of ecological venues such as Pelican Island
Wildlife Refuge, established in 1903 by
President Teddy Roosevelt as the first
federal bird reservation. It was the first
time the federal government set aside
land for the sake of wildlife. Other eco
venues include Sebastian Inlet State Park,
the Oslo Riverfront Conservation Area,
McKee Botanical Garden and several
popular birding sites.
If culture is part of your vacation plans,
you won’t be disappointed. The nationally accredited Vero Beach Museum of
Art features exhibitions from around the
country and the world. Riverside Theatre
is a state-of-the-art professional theatre,
which also houses programs and special
events. Quality art and antiques can be
found throughout Indian River County.
Dining and accommodations are available to suit every taste and budget. Indian
River County boasts exquisite destination
wedding locations. Their well appointed
meeting facilities are perfect for small
retreats to larger venues ideal for the
hundred plus corporate gatherings.
Enjoying a climate moderated by the
warm tropical waters of the Gulf Stream,
the balmy winters combine with the
summer’s fresh ocean breezes to keep
the average temperature a delicious 74
degrees. The unique low-rise setting
and friendly, unpretentious atmosphere
continues to attract national and international attention.

if you go

Indian River County is conveniently located
between the Space Coast and Palm Beach
County on Florida’s Central East Coast. Just
forty minutes south of Melbourne International Airport, an hour north of Palm Beach
International and an hour and half south of
Orlando International Airport.
fly direct air

Canadian travelers can fly nonstop to
Melbourne Florida from Niagara Falls
International Airport via Direct Air. Just 80
miles (130 km) from Toronto, ample parking
available at a nominal charge at the Niagara
Falls International Airport.
for more information

For more information contact tourism@
indianriverchamber.com or visit them at
www.indianriverchamber.com.

Stay 3 and the 4th Night is Free

The warm sun and sparkling shoreline are calling.
It’s time to plan an escape where the only ice you
will find is in the cocktails.
Embrace the sand and sea while experiencing the
Ultimate in pesonal luxury from
Gloria and Emilio Estefan.

STAY 3 NIGHTS AND WE WILL EXTEND YOUR
VACATION WITH A 4TH NIGHT FREE.*

Confirm Your Reservation Today! 888-889-9374

Our Ice
is Nice
costadeste.com

1.888.889.9374

3244 Ocean Drive, Vero Beach, FL. 32963

* Cannot be combined with any other offer or discount.
Offer valid through May 31 2011. Other restrictions may apply.

Disney magic is closer than you think!
Enjoy a magical stay just steps from the ocean

Visual arts catch your eye, but our county
also offers symphonic music, literary events,
professional theatre, opera and many other
cultural activities. Visit our calendar of events to
see the amazing variety of activities available
as you enjoy the quaint atmosphere of Indian
River County.
www.cultural-council.org or call 772-770-4857

Gracious Disney hospitality awaits you at this oceanfront, familyoriented resort along Florida’s Atlantic Coast. Room accommodations range from studios to full kitchen villas. From Spa treatments to nature tours and campfire programs, our seaside escape
lets you find adventure or relax by the shore. Dine in the family
atmosphere of Shutters featuring a Saturday morning character
breakfast. Indulge in wood-fired steaks and creative seafood at
Sonya’s, or enjoy the spectacular views and specialty drinks of the
Green Cabin Room.

Small Towns...

Marsha: please credit Tiger Lily Studio & Gallery
for the picture & put the website with it www.
tigerlilyvero.com

BIG CULTURE

Visual arts catch your eye, but our county also offers symphonic music,
literary events, professional theatre, opera and many other cultural activities.
Visit our calendar of events to see the amazing variety of activities available
as you enjoy the quaint atmosphere of Indian River County.
www.cultural-council.org or call 772-770-4857

Disney's VERO BEACH RESORT
Call: (407) 939-7828
DisneyBeachResorts.com

©Disney
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Photo courtesy of Tiger Lily Studio & Gallery ~ www.tigerlilyvero.com

Cold Enough?
It’s 80 degrees and sunny here. Escape the
snowy weather and come enjoy our beaches,
airboat rides, kayaking, the arts, surfing and more.
Plan your getaway, call (772) 567-3491 today.

Sebastian • Vero Beach • Fellsmere

FLORIDA
IndianRiverChamber.com
SebastianChamber.com
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Leamington’s Big Tomato.

Letting go in Leamington
Finding serenity in Canada’s Deep South

S

unsets, secluded beaches, after
dinner sails, and exotic butterflies are all part of life in
Leamington, Ontario. Located
along the 42nd parallel on the north
shore of Lake Erie, adjacent to Point Pelee
National Park, Canada’s southernmost
community shares a latitude with Rome
and northern California.
Named one of the best places to live in
Canada by MoneySense Magazine, parks,
golf, hiking trails, great accommodations
and the quaint shops uptown all make
Leamington a destination well worth
exploring. The southern location creates
a unique biodiversity that includes Carolinian forests, rare plant species, beautiful
beaches and the annual spectacle of bird
and butterfly migrations.
Nature’s bounty is so generous that
the region produces the most diverse
array of crops in Canada, including
corn, soybeans, apples and grapes, and
by late summer roadside stands and
markets overflow with a cornucopia of
fresh fruits and vegetables. Visitors can
also follow the Lake Erie North Shore
and Pelee Island Wine Route, featuring
twelve unique wineries offering a variety
of quality wines and interesting tours.
The area also houses the largest concentration of commercial greenhouses in
North America, supplying fresh produce
year-round to supermarkets across the

B Y ADELINA IRVINE
continent. The Leamington Agricultural
Society pays tribute to this bounty during
its annual fair the third weekend of June.
Leamington’s fortunes have been tied
to tomatoes ever since the H.J. Heinz
food processing plant opened up here
in 1908. The town’s water tower is even
painted like a giant tomato. Then there’s
the “Big Tomato” downtown, built in
1901 and used a tourist information
booth. Stompin’ Tom Connors mentions
Leamington in his tune The Ketchup Song.
Leamington celebrates its romance
with all things tomato at the Leamington
Tomato Festival in Seacliff Park. This year’s
festival takes place August 19-21 with a
pageant, parade, a car show, live entertainment, lots of food and a craft sale.
Point Pelee is located at the junction of
two major flyways, and the area plays host
to over 370 bird species during the spring
migration. Beginning in March, a steady
stream of birds pass through the region.
At the height of the migration in May,
massive numbers of northbound warblers
(small songbirds) descend on the park in
a spectacular show of sight and sound.
A wide and accessible Bird Trail at Point
Pelee features several viewing stations.
During the spring migration, the
Friends of Point Pelee and Point Pelee
National Park offer a number of special
28 - CROSSINGS

events with their annual Festival of Birds.
Slated to run for the entire month of May,
this migratory celebration features special
workshops, speakers, hikes and even a
birding breakfast.
Then in the fall, hundreds of thousands
of Monarch butterflies congregate in Point
Pelee National Park to feast on wild flowers
and rest up for their 3000km (2000 mile)
flight to central Mexico. The migration
usually occurs between late August and
early October, usually peaking in September. Mornings are prime time for seeing
the Monarchs, and for the best views head
right to Point Pelee’s “point” — mainland
Canada’s most southern spot.
Other nearby Conservation Areas
include Hillman Marsh and Kopegaron,
which are perfect for hiking or biking.
In the summer visitors can stroll along
the Leamington Marina Park/Waterfront
Promenade, surrounded by flower gardens, planters and hanging baskets. It’s
a great place to relax and watch the boats
come in as the sun sinks into the lake.
The upper park is home to Leamington’s
Art in the Park and hosts a free outdoor
concert series during the summer. Visitors can hop on the auto ferry that runs
to Sandusky, Ohio and pastoral Pelee
Island. Known as Canada’s Key West, the
36 square mile island is located right in
the middle of Lake Erie.
Uptown Leamington offers a pleasing mixture of the historic and modern
served up with small town charm. The
Arts Centre located on Talbot Street, hosts
numerous art shows and special events in
a carefully restored heritage building. It
also houses the ErieQuest Marine Heritage
Museum, chronicling the nautical history
of the Pelee Passage.

if you go

The Marina Park/Promenade.

For more information on things to do and see
in Leamington please visit Tourism Windsor
Essex Pelee Island at 800-265-3633 or visit
online at www.tourismwindsoressex.com.

Leamington, Ontario

Imagine a place...

Where the warm southern climate attracts a diverse range of birds,
butterflies and plants. Where parks and marinas invite you to
come and play. Where breathtaking sunsets, secluded beaches, and
friendly faces are a way of life.

Imagine Leamington!

www.leamington.ca
For information call: 1-800-250-3336

Windsor is a mecca for shopping and dining

W

hether you’re looking for
trendsetting fashions, or
a special meal, Windsor
has your shopping and
dining needs covered like no other place
else. Marrying the best of the both of
both world’s is what Windsor is all about.
FRANCO ANGILERI DESIGNS LTD
Angileri Designer Fashions located in
the heart of Little Italy in Windsor is an all
inclusive designer boutique which houses
a unique collection of European and Canadian Designs for men and women. The

collection includes established designers
such as Sarah Pacini from Italy, Alberto
Makali from N.Y., Cartise and Simon
Chang from Canada, also some newer
hot young designers such as Caty Lesca,
Designer Remix, Sizio, and many more.
Angileri specializes in exceptional
personal services to fit your style, your
body type and your professional needs.
Additional services include custom clothing designers for both men and women
made on the premises by Franco Angileri.
Angileri actively donates their time and
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expertise to various charities, fundraising
events, and fashion shows such as the
Windsor Symphony Fashion Show on
March 29th, 2011 Ciociaro Club. Franco
Angileri would be delighted to invite you
to visit him at 814 Erie St. E, or call them
at 519.256.1595.
MEZZO RISTORANTE & LOUNGE
Mezzo Ristorante and Lounge is bound
to give you an appetite. Mezzo is Italian
for “middle” and the restaurant is located
in the heart of Erie Street. This Milanese
style bistro offers a chic, yet comfortable
atmosphere, exceptional service and
authentic Italian cooking with global
influences. The menu skillfully combines
fresh seasonal ingredients in delicious
and unexpected ways. Customers rave
about the home made ravioli stuffed
with butternut squash. Starters include
spring rolls filled with goat cheese, artichokes and roasted red peppers. Owners
Michael Barlozzari and Filip Rocca have
succeeded in bringing their restaurant/
lounge concept to the forefront of the
local culinary scene.
CENTRO RESTAURANT CAFFE BAR
Michael and Filip’s latest endeavour is
Centro Restaurant Caffe Bar. Located at 770
Erie Street East, Centro features a cafe/
dessert area up front and a restaurant/
pizzeria in the back. Patrons can choose
from a selection of gourmet pizzas, or
sample a bit of Asia on Windsor’s Via
Italia with Sushi by Jared.
Considered the area’s premier Sushi
chef, the well traveled Jared has mastered
every aspect of this Japanese culinary
art form, including makizushi, served
wrapped around nori (seaweed), and
sashimi (sliced raw fish). Nigiri sushi
consists of an oblong mound of rice
topped with fish. Ask him to make you
his signature Triple Crunch Roll. Call
them for the days and times.
WINDSOR CROSSING
Windsor Crossing houses a collection
of premium brand names are specifically
tailored to designer fashion, athletic apparel, shoes and home accessories, among
others. Experience the thrill of the hunt,
then relax after your shopping excursion
with specialty beverages and cuisine at
Caffé Mondo. Windsor Crossing currently
houses some of the most elite brands at
savings of up to 60% off everyday. With
over 40 stores, Windsor Crossing has
something for everyone.

Just like back then,
the glass is always full
around here.

the year: 1919. The Prohibition Era in the U.S. begins, uncorking a colourful period in our region’s history as Windsor becomes
a major rum-running port. In fact, it’s estimated that 25% of area citizens were involved in smuggling during the 1920s, generating
big profits and an even bigger legacy. Today, we invite you to raise a glass or two and explore our region’s legendary history,
award-winning wineries and welcoming hospitality.

from
Downtown-Windsor

$139*

Create your own history....
Visit any of our area attractions at
your pace. Ask for the Ltour rate
and save 20% on a great overnight
rate, plus enjoy free breakfast,
wireless internet access and more.

Canadian spring paCkage
Includes 15% off all meals at
“On the Avenue”, PLUS reduced
rates on various tours around the
region like Hiram Walker and
the Underground Railroad.

Booking code: Ltour

Mention Canadian Spring
Package when booking.
For more info: holidayinn.com
or call: 1-877-256-4656

Quality Suites 519-977-9707
Comfort Suites 519-971-0505
Comfort Inn & Suites 519-972-1100

from

$99*
taste of Caesars
Savour delectable dining by
taking advantage of this exclusive
epicurean getaway. Includes:
a $25 dollar dining credit, PLUS
10% off at the Caesars Essentials
gift shop. Offer expired March 31 2011
Booking code: taste
More offers available online at
caesarswindsor.com

from

$260*
wine, dine and reCLine
One night accommodation with
breakfast for 2. Also enjoy dinner
for 2 at Caldwell’s Grant, Plus a Wine
Tour tasting at Viewpointe and
Sanson Estate Wineries
For more info: his-windsor.com
or call (519) 966-1200

visitwindsoressex.com | 1-800-265-3633

*Based on single/double occupancy on amount of nights stated and is subject to space availability at the time of booking. Blackout dates may apply.
Taxes, parking and gratuities are not included (unless otherwise stated) . Not applicable to group bookings and cannot be combined with any other offers or promotions.

MICHEL GERMAIN

DutyFree
michelgermain.com

Toll free: 1-888-806-1515

Mon - Fri: 10 am - 9 pm | Sat: 9 am - 6 pm | Sun: noon - 5 pm

Wander the Wonders
of

Lehman’s, Kidron
888.438.5346
www.Lehmans.com
P. Graham Dunn, Dalton
866.922.0306
www.pgrahamdunn.com

Ohio

The J.M. Smucker Company
Store and Cafe, Orrville
330.684.1500
www.smuckers.com
Secrest Arboretum
& Gardens, Wooster
330.464.2148
www.secrest.osu.edu
Hampton Inn, Wooster
330.345.4424
www.wooster.hamptoninn.com
Hilton Garden Inn, Wooster
330.202.7701
www.wooster.stayhgi.com
The Cat’s Meow Village, Wooster
888.353.3744
www.catsmeow.com
Shisler Conference Center,
The Ohio State University, Wooster
330.287.1486
www.shislercenter.com
Ohio Light Opera Resident
Professional Company of the College
of Wooster, Wooster
330.263.2345 • www.ohiolightopera.org
Downtown Wooster
330.262.6222
www.mainstreetwooster.org

To discover what you’ve been missing,

Shisler’s Cheese House, Orrville
330.682.2105
www.cheesehouse.com

visit www.waynecountycvb.org
800.362.6474 l 428 W. Liberty St. l Wooster, OH 44691
2010 WCCVB

026 12011
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The Palm Beach Story
Where the best may be just good enough

A

wag once said “No one ever
comes to Palm Beach to make
money, only to spend it.”
Larger than Rhode Island and
Delaware, Palm Beach County is approximately 60 miles north of Miami and
150 miles southeast of Orlando. Miles of
beach line a coastline where the warming
waters of the Gulfstream reach almost to
the shore. Wide, sandy beaches like Juno
Beach, and Spanish River Park near Boca
Raton, are regarded as among the best in
the country.
Henry Flagler, who made millions as
John D. Rockefeller’s partner in Standard
Oil, was among the first to recognize
Palm Beach’s potential. Flagler arrived
in 1892 and erected palatial hotels like
the Breakers and the Royal Poinciana, the
largest wooden building in the world.
Palm Beach County now encompasses
towns like Boca Raton, Jupiter and Delray Beach, but it is the small sandbar of

Palm Beach, where America’s wealthiest
citizens traditionally spend their winters.
In 1901, the 71-year old Flagler built

Whitehall, dubbed “the Taj Mahal of
North America” as a wedding gift for
his 34-year old bride. The 55-room,
60,000-square-foot Beux-Arts mansion
cost $3 million at a time when that was
real money. Today, Whitehall is open to
the public as the Henry Morrison Flagler
Museum.
Soon the wealthy were competing
with one another to erect lavish estates
like Mar-a-Lago, constructed by cereal
heiress Marjorie Merriweather Post on
17-acres stretching from Worth Avenue
to the Atlantic Ocean. Today it’s owned
by Donald Trump, who or may not be a
billionaire, but plays one on TV.
Palm Beach was ripe for the arrival of
architect Addison Mizner who created
the barrel tiled roofs, keystone walls, and
carved stonework that defined the Palm
Beach style. Critics describe his work
as the “Spanish-Moorish-RomanesqueGothic- Renaissance-Bull-Market-Damn
the Expense Style.”
Many of Mizner’s buildings still stand,
including 29 houses in Boca Raton’s Old
Floresta section. He created Playa Riente
for oil tycoon Joshua Cosden and El
Solano for the Vanderbilts. The Cloister
Inn, now the Boca Raton Resort & Beach
Club, opened in 1926, and is one of
Mizner’s best-known designs.
Sewing machine heir Paris Singer hired
Mizner to turn Joe’s Alligator Farm into
Worth Avenue. Today, it is one of the
world’s most exclusive precincts. Stretching four blocks from South Ocean Blvd.
to Coconut Row on Palm Beach Island
with fascinating little “vias” it boasts
a sumptuous mix of shops, gourmet
restaurants and galleries.

Tiffany & Co. on Worth Avenue.
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Palm Beach
Casa Manana, built in 1928 was once
the elegant winter residence of Mr. and
Mrs. William Waller, Jr. Today the pastel
colored mansion has been beautifully
reconfigured into seven spacious villas,
which form part of The Colony Hotel.
A long time favorite of luminaries like
John Lennon, Vanna White, the Duke
and Duchess of Windsor, and President
George W. Bush, the boutique luxury
hotel is located adjacent to Worth Avenue
right in the center of the town. The 90
guest rooms, suites, villas and penthouses
reflect a British West Indies decor with
pale yellow walls, tropical inspired draperies and imported Mahogany furniture.
Dining choices include Polo Steaks
& Seafood, one of Palm Beach’s best
and most unique restaurants, while the
Colony’s celebrated Royal Room is considered to be one of the top cabaret venues
in the country.
Across the water from the “Island” as
the locals call it, is downtown West Palm
Beach, with a lively nightlife and a great
selection of bars, clubs, and restaurants
along Clematis Street.

The West Palm Beach Green Market
recently reopened at its new home on
the Waterfront Commons Downtown.
From 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. each Saturday, vendors offer a variety of farm fresh
fruits and vegetables, tropical and native
plants, fresh-cut flowers, artisan foods,
and much more. The Green Market is
dog-friendly, and offers free parking in
the Banyan Street garage.
Travelers in search of a beach town
with style can find it in Delray Beach.
Located in southern Palm Beach County,
directly on the Atlantic Ocean, this “village by the sea” features Atlantic Avenue,
a traditional downtown “main street,”
complete with quaint brick sidewalks
and gaslight-style street lamps. Gourmet
restaurants, art galleries and outdoor cafes
are among its many attractions.
Old School Square, at the center of
downtown, features beautifully restored,
early 20th century school buildings and
is a popular venue for the performing arts
and local festivals. The Square’s Cornell
Museum of Art & American Culture features
exhibits of fine art, craft and pop culture.
The Morikami Museum and Japanese
Gardens features six diverse gardens,
each inspired by a different historical

period and type of Japanese garden. Tea
ceremonies performed monthly in the
Seishin-an tea house.
In addition to a full range of amenities Delray Beach offers the incomparable beauty of nearly two miles of
well-groomed, easily accessible beach. The
Sandoway House Nature Center is located in
a historic 1936 beachfront home listed on
the National Register of Historic Places.
This unique property is home to native
plants, and a world class shell collection.
Palm Beach County’s ubiquitous coconut palms are a legacy of the Providencia,
a Spanish ship that sank offshore in 1878.
Residents salvaged the cargo of coconuts
and wine, then celebrated by planting
one and drinking the other. They’ve been
celebrating ever since.

if you go

Direct Air offers nonstop service to West
Palm Beach, from Kalamazoo, Michigan and
Niagara Falls, New York. Reservations can
be booked through their toll free number
1-877-432-DIRECT (3473). The call center is
open from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 p.m. seven
days a week, or 24-hours on the Internet at
VISITDIRECTAIR.COM.

B Y PARKER ZONE

The 2011 Chrysler 300.

Chrysler gets back in black
New 300 is rolling arsenal of luxury

F

ans of the old sixties Green
Hornet TV series should
feel right at home in the
2011 Chrysler 300. Menacingly blunt, and unfettered by extraneous detail, those who followed the crime
fighting duo’s weekly exploits will find
its purposeful lines and commodious
high-tech interior comfortably familiar.
The latest revision of this quintessentially old school American sedan extends
Chrysler’s celebrated ‘letter series’ a tradition that began in 1955. It also represents
the first real makeover of the enormously
popular 2005-2010 300 series, a car so
cool, it sent legions of mostly middleaged males off on an adolescent orgy of
adding aftermarket wheels, grilles and
customized doodads of all kinds to their
new rides. And while some of the former’s
slab sided swagger may have been lost in
the process, Chrysler has been careful to
keep most of the 300’s visual cues intact.
The classic proportions — long hood,
short deck, wheels pushed far forward
— have all been retained and now come
complete with “dubs” — street lingo for
the available 20-inch wheels. Roof pillars have been thinned to add visibility,
while the windshield has been raked back
3 inches for improved aerodynamics.
Exterior “light pipes” create an ethereal
nighttime effect. About the only distraction is the new Chrysler “face”— an

unfortunate Venetian blind-type grille
that looks borrowed from the Chrysler
200 (Sebring) and quite possibly, the
Ford Fusion.
Then there’s that uncanny resemblance
to “Black Beauty” the hero car from the
Green Hornet TV series, starring Van Williams as masked crime fighter Britt Reid,
and Bruce Lee as his wheelman Kato. Their
“rolling arsenal” was a specially modified 1966 Chrysler Imperial fitted with
a host of groovy gadgets like front and
rear smoke guns, infra-green headlights
and yes, a rotary dial telephone. It was
built at an estimated cost of $50,000 by
customizer Dean Jeffries. Now regarded as
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the Salvador Dali of pinstriping, Jeffries
painted the infamous “Little Bastard”
epithet on the Porsche 550 Spyder that
James Dean died in, and went on to create
the Monkeemobile.
Even Britt Reid would be amazed by
the 300’s whizz bang technology. An upgraded interior features available leather
seating, real-wood trim, sapphire blue
LED-illuminated ambient interior lighting and what Chrysler calls “cast-skin”
instrument and door panels. A massive
8.4-inch Uconnect® Touch infotainment center offers the segment’s largest
standard touchscreen display, integrating driver information and convenience
technologies.
The 300 will come standard with the
company’s new 3.6 liter, 292-hp Pentastar
V6 engine, or an optional 5.7L V8 363-hp
HEMI with Fuel Saver Technology. When
you don’t need V8 power, the MultiDisplacement System (MDS) seamlessly
turns off the fuel consumption in four
cylinders increasing fuel economy by up
to 20 percent. An all-wheel-drive version
seamlessly transitions between rear-wheel
drive and all-wheel-drive with no driver
intervention.
In what would seem like a product
placement match made in heaven the
new 300 began rolling into showrooms
around the same time as a big budget
3D remake of the Green Hornet hit the
theaters. Ultimately, the film’s producers
used a fleet of 29, classic 1964-66 Imperials to reprise the role of Black Beauty.
While the movie will probably not go
down in history as the Citizen Kane of
comic book flicks, it remains to be seen
whether the 2011 300 can create half the
“buzz” of the original. In the meantime:
“Let’s roll, Kato!”

The city where hyperlocal makes
organic seem so yesterday.

Columbus is a foodie’s paradise. What started out as a comfort food capital has
turned into one of the country’s most innovative food scenes. From vegan to BBQ,
Columbus is an incubator for culinary visionaries of every style. We’re also the place
where friends and family gather around to share stories, great food, and if you’re
lucky, some leftovers for tomorrow. ExperienceColumbus.com/LocalFood

