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The leaves are changing colors.
Don’t you think you should too?

With over 185 shopping, dining and entertainment options in all—more
than 40 that can’t be found anywhere else in Michigan—everything fall
has to offer can be found right here.
Passport to Shopping
Mention this ad at Guest Services in District 6 to receive your Passport to Shopping
and get special savings at more than 100 stores and restaurants.

Like us on

OUTLET

I-75, Exit 84 • Auburn Hills, MI
greatlakescrossingoutlets.com
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Frost on the pumpkin. A chill in the air.
Whitecaps on the water. The cider mills in full gear.
Too bad fall comes to Michigan just once a year.
So let’s get out of the office. Get out of the house.
Get some color on our cheeks.
There’s plenty of time for raking.
Let’s get out there when the getting is not just good,
it’s Pure Michigan.
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Mad about Michigan
Shop, see and do in the Great Lakes state

C

onsidering a Michigan shopping trip or vacation getaway?
The choices are almost endless. There is so much to see
and do that you can take your pick,
whether it’s outlet shopping, fine dining
or a winter weekend festival.
Visitors to Michigan can look forward
to a wide range of new and improved
lodging options, dining spots, cultural,
sports and recreational activities this
year, and there’s no better place to shop
for a bargain.

Detroit
With a vibrancy and pulse that’s hard
to resist, Detroit is America’s great comeback city. In recent years, billions have
been invested into revitalizing downtown

Detroit with new hotels, residential developments, retail stores and restaurants.
A completely transformed riverfront,
bustling nightlife, diverse dining, championship sports teams, cultural attractions
and more make The D an exciting place
to visit. Adding to that excitement are
greater Detroit’s many outstanding shopping options.
The Detroit Metro Convention &
Visitors Bureau (DMCVB) launched its
Shop Greater Detroit campaign promoting
greater Detroit as a the perfect place for
Toronto and Southern Ontario shoppers
to shop and stay for the holidays. The
campaign highlights the many reasons
fashion, food and fun make a holiday
getaway in Detroit full of cheer and visitors can enter to win the Ultimate Detroit
8 - CROSSINGS

Experience giveaway.
There’s another great advantage to
traveling to metro Detroit: affordability.
Six percent sales tax and duty-free exemptions when you stay over 24 hours, or over
48 hours certainly make it worth the trip.
Along with great holiday promotions,
Canadian shoppers will find a wide variety
of distinct shopping options in greater
Detroit. The Somerset Collection has an
exceptional collection of more than 180
upscale, luxury stores and restaurants.
Canadian visitors can also explore any
of greater Detroit’s walkable outdoor
shopping options such as The Mall at
Partridge Creek, Birmingham, Royal Oak,
Plymouth and Rochester. Additionally,
downtown and midtown Detroit offer
shops unique to the city, including Shinola
and its quality American-made watches,
leather goods and bicycles.
TAP at MGM Grand Detroit is Detroit’s
newest old sports pub! Enjoy comfort food
and pub classics such as the delicious TAP
Classic Burger, savory wings and fried
mac-n-cheese. Most dishes are made from
scratch and don’t miss out on the dessert
bread pudding with a burbon sauce.
TAP’s beverage menu features a yearround, curated collection of more than
50 draught and bottled beers, including
a selection of Michigan craft beers and
popular domestic and imported brews.
TAP’s specialty drink menu also offers
regional and seasonal wines and spirits.
Guests can enjoy their favorite sports
games on more than 40 HD flat-screen
televisions in a setting that captures
the heart of Detroit’s industrial age and
celebrates some of the best moments in
sports history with a dynamic collection
of authentic sports memorabilia.
The campaign also features a chance
to win the Ultimate Detroit Experience,
which includes a $500 Visa® gift card,
two-night hotel stay in Detroit, two
show tickets and The D Discount Pass.
Entering the contest is easy; just go to
shopgreaterdetroit.com and fill out the
online entry form by Dec. 31, 2014. One
winner will be selected at random and
will be notified by Jan. 15, 2015.
Whether you’re looking for great holiday shopping, a bit of the Vegas Strip,
nightlife, dining or spas, greater Detroit

has it at the right price.
Visit Detroit, America’s great comeback
city and plan your greater Detroit holiday
getaway today.
For more details and a complete set of
rules, go to ShopGreaterDetroit.com.

Great Lakes Crossing
Have you heard? Great Lakes Crossing
Outlets has 185 indoor ways to shop,
dine, play and save, making it the number
one destination in Michigan for holiday
shopping. With over 40 stores and restaurants that can’t be found anywhere else
in Michigan including popular retailers
and iconic brands like Saks Fifth Avenue
Off 5th, Neiman Marcus Last Call, Nike
Factory Store, Lord & Taylor Outlet, J.
Crew, Coach Factory and Lacoste Outlet.
Make sure to bring your appetite, too.
The shopping center is home to a 1,000seat food court and many full-service
restaurants including Toby Keith’s I Love
This Bar & Grill, Bar Louie, Miyako Japanese Steakhouse and Rainforest Café. Or
take in the latest movies at the state-ofthe-art AMC Theatre megaplex featuring
IMAX.
Great Lakes Crossing Outlets mega
lineup is always getting new additions.

They’ve recently added Mountain Warehouse — the first location in the United
States — Zumiez, Quicksilver Outlet
and Helzberg Diamonds Outlet to their
already outstanding list of retailers.
With a full mile of frontage along I-75
in Auburn Hills, Great Lakes Crossing
Outlets is easy to access from two major
interchanges — Baldwin Road and Joslyn Road. It’s just 30 minutes north of
Detroit and just over an hour from the
Blue Water Bridge area. The entire retail
center is enclosed and on one level, ensuring a comfortable shopping experience
year round.
Traveling to Great Lakes Crossing
Outlets from 50 miles or more? Stop in
at Guest Services in District 6 to receive
a Passport to Shopping, full of discounts
and special offers from over 100 retailers
and restaurants.
There’s so much to see and do at Great
Lakes Crossing Outlets, one day isn’t
nearly enough. They’ve partnered with
several area hotels to offer a variety of
special overnight shopping packages.
Find all the details at greatlakescrossingoutlets.com/hotels.
Black Friday begins the holiday shopping season and Great Lakes Crossing

Outlets will open their doors beginning
at 6 p.m. on Thursday, November 27. So
come join them for all kinds of savings
and deals at your favorite stores. Note
store hours may vary.
Experience the season’s magic in District 6/7, where guests will be transported
to a winter wonderland when they step
inside the spectacular holiday Ice Palace.
The beautiful holiday attraction features
a 30-foot ice dome with falling snow, a
light show and interactive fun for all ages.
Visitors can also marvel at the larger-thanlife snow globes, leave an icy handprint
and capture the moment with a family
photo while visiting Santa.
Visit greatlakescrossingoutlets.com for
holiday hours and other information.

Hotels at Great Lakes
Crossing
There are currently 2 hotels open at
Great Lakes Crossing – the Holiday Inn
Express & Suites and the Hampton Inn.
A new Marriott Towneplace Suites will
be opening in February 2015 and the
Staybridge Suites will be opening in
2016. They are all located directly on the
property at Great Lakes Crossing Outlets

Sea Life Michigan opens at Great Lakes Crossing in 2015.

9 - CROSSINGS

– just walking distance from the biggest
outlet mall in Michigan, where you can
take advantage of the phenomenal deals
not to be found anywhere else!
The Hampton Inn is newly built – just
opened in 2011. They won a Lighthouse
award in 2013, which means they were in
the top 5% of all Hampton Inn hotels in
the nation. They are in the running to win
it again this year as well and are ranked
#1 on Trip Advisor for their outstanding
service and product.
The Hampton Inn features new energyefficient technology – room lights are
controlled by the key card, so they automatically shut-off when you exit the
room. The Holiday Inn Express & Suites was
built in 2007 and is currently undergoing
a complete interior renovation.
Room rates are very reasonable for the
amenities they offer. These include:
• Free breakfast buffet with hot and cold
items;
• Pool (Holiday Inn Express also has a
hot tub);
• 24-hour front desk agent;
• On-site coin laundry available;
• Same day dry cleaning available if sent
out by 9 a.m. except for holidays and
weekends;

• 24-hour business center;
• 24-hour fitness center;
• 42” TVs with a thorough cable/satellite
channel selection and premium move
channels;
• Free shuttle within 5 miles of hotel
to all the other shopping centers and
restaurants.
When you call to book your reservation,
inquire about the “Shop ‘til You Drop”
package. If you are coming to the area to
shop or visit the new Sea Life aquarium
with a group, ask to speak to our group
sales manager to set up a group block discount. They are committed to exceptional
service and product at all of their hotels.

Sea Life Michigan
Sea Life Michigan is a 35,000-squarefoot indoor aquarium that will open
at Great Lakes Crossing Outlet Mall in
Auburn Hills in early 2015. Operated by
U.K.-based Merlin Entertainments, Sea
Life Michigan will offer breathtaking
experiences and unparalleled access to
the sea by bringing visitors face to face
with more than 5,000 amazing creatures
from a diverse 250 species in interactive,
engaging, themed environments. To get
any closer, you would have to get wet!

Sea Life Michigan will be the 7th Sea
Life center in the U.S and the 42nd in the
world. It will inform, educate and inspire
guests through its sequence of themed
exhibits, including Shark Shipwreck, a
stunning tropical display featuring sharks,
puffer fish and more; a colorful Coral
Reef; Stringray Bay, a lagoon featuring
creatures like stingrays and eagle rays; Sea
Horse Mangrove; interactive Touchpools
that enable guests to get hands on with
the sea; a dazzling Ocean Tank with a
180 degree underwater ocean tunnel; a
lifelike Harbor and much, much more!
Sea Life, the world’s largest aquarium
brand, chose Michigan as its next American destination due to its central location
in the Midwest and proximity to Canada,
its awe-inspiring Great Lakes waterways,
and its reputation as a best-in-class entertainment destination. In addition to
showcasing the famous Sea Life displays
seen by more than 20 million guests annually worldwide, Sea Life Michigan will
also house a unique, educational display
of creatures native to Michigan’s beautiful waterways in the custom-designed
Freshwater area.
At the heart of Sea Life’s mission is the
desire to inspire and educate children to

holiday events
in birmingham
HOLIDAY TREE LIGHTING

BIRMINGHAM WINTER MARKT

Help Santa and the Mayor light up the town for the holidays!
Enjoy caroling, carriage rides and free hot cocoa as well.
Santa House opens following the ceremony.
Weekends Nov. 26 – Dec. 21, plus Christmas Eve
Shain Park

Enjoy a charming old-world style market featuring
local artisans, holiday decorations, home accessories,
children’s activities, live entertainment, plus
traditional German food and drink!
For details and event hours,
go to www.BirminghamWinterMarkt.org

SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY

Weekends Nov. 26 through Dec. 20, also during Tree Lighting,
Small Business Saturday and Winter Markt

Wednesday, Nov. 26, 6 p.m., Shain Park

SANTA HOUSE

Santa is in a real house for the holidays! Plus: Take a photo
with Santa. Proceeds benefit Leader Dogs for the Blind.
November 29 • Downtown Birmingham

Dec. 5-7

Tackle your holiday shopping & support small businesses.
Enjoy valet parking and carriage rides.

CARRIAGE RIDES

Carriages load at the corner of Henrietta & Merrill.
For more information, hours and event details,
go to www.EnjoyBirmingham.com

PARKMOBILE TECHNOLOGY at ALL downtown parking meters!
Pay by cell phone or mobile app. For more info and to register go to www.parkmobile.com

Parking has never been easier in Birmingham!
ALWAYS first 2 Hours FREE in the parking decks.
www.EnjoyBirmingham.com

EnjoyBirminghamNOW
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IT’S SO AMAZING
THE INFLUENCE
ONE LITTLE HOUSE OF MUSIC

HAS ON PEOPLE ALL

OVER THE WORLD.
– ALLEN RAWLS

CEO, MOTOWN MUSEUM

The Motown Museum preserves the birthplace of a musical
legacy and the story of a Detroit entrepreneur who — with
a dream, an $800 family loan and homegrown talent — created
“The Sound of Young America.” Detroit holds many more stories
of influence, like the Rosa Parks bus at The Henry Ford, honoring
the heritage of the Charles H. Wright Museum of African American
History; and other cultural influences from the Arab American
National Museum to Mexicantown, Greektown and beyond.

Be part of America’s great comeback city.
View Allen’s whole story at
visitdetroit.com/allen.
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Michigan
fall in love with the sea and its creatures,
and to take an active role in conservation
for many years to come.
The theme of conservation is woven
through Sea Life locations and branding, encapsulated by the phrase “Breed
Rescue Protect.”
As a result of a visit to Sea Life, guests
will appreciate the beauty, diversity
and value of the ocean and understand
how humans everywhere are negatively
impacting it.

The Henry
The Henry hotel in Dearborn has once
again earned the coveted “Americas Hotel
of the Year” award for Marriott International’s Autograph Collection brand. The
Henry was also recognized with this honor
after a very successful year in 2011.The
Autograph Collection Hotel of the Year
criteria is based on performance against
operational and financial goals as well as
excelling in high service delivery to its
guests and its ambassadors. The Henry
is also a 2014 Winner of Trip Advisor’s
Certificate of Excellence and was named

#1 Hotel in Michigan by U.S. News Best
Hotels in the USA in 2013. Designed by
GETTYS, the hotel’s art boutique designs
and AAA Four Diamond services set it
apart from other hotels in the market.
Additional property features include a
bold, contemporary lobby with colorful contemporary artwork, a highly acclaimed restaurant, TRIA, An American
Brassiere, and spacious guest rooms and
executive suites. Visit behenry.com for more
information on The Henry hotel.

Birmingham
Nestled amid some of Michigan’s
most affluent suburbs, Birmingham’s
pedestrian-friendly streets are filled with
upscale shopping, dining, culture and
a lively nightlife. Located along Woodward Avenue, Michigan’s Main Street,
Birmingham is centrally located within
Oakland County and Metro Detroit, just
minutes from the Canadian border and
Windsor. This attractive town was voted
one of the nation’s Top 20 Most Walkable
Communities.
Downtown Birmingham is one of the
Midwest’s premiere shopping districts
with nearly 300 retailers. Visitors will find
an incredible array of clothing and gift

Ann Arbor’s 117 Gallery offers handmade art tiles.
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stores, salons, spas, antique shops, and
art galleries and a centrally located park
in the city center.The Townsend Hotel,
located in the downtown area, is one of
only two locations in Michigan to receive
the Forbes Travel four star award.
Birmingham shines in the fall and
winter, with treasured traditions that
bring the community together. During
the holidays the downtown area bustles
with an annual Tree Lighting event in
Shain Park, horse-drawn carriage rides
through the quaint downtown, a Santa
House where children visit with Santa
and give him their lists, and an outdoor
Winter Market with European food and
drinks, gift items, holiday greens, etc.
Downtown Birmingham shoppers enjoy
extra perks and incentives during the
holidays. For detailed information about
Birmingham’s winter activities, visit www.
enjoybirmingham.com. Follow them on
Facebook at EnjoyBirminghamNOW.

Ypsilanti
Ypsilanti Michigan is a progressive
city with unique shopping and dining
experiences. Visitors can find rare gifts
at signature shops and garnish their
experience with sizzling burger joints or
quirky cafes.
Pronounced Ip-sah-lan-tee, the city
is fondly referred to as “Ypsi” by the
locals. Just four miles east of Ann Arbor,
Ypsilanti is located along the Huron
River and is home to Eastern Michigan
University. The city offers three distinct
districts, “Downtown”, “Depot Town”,
and “Campus Town”. Only minutes apart
they offer beautifully preserved historic
areas to add diversity and charm.
Ypsilanti shopping starts in Downtown
and Depot Town. The Mix offers a curated
collection of artistically chic clothing and
accessories. Less than a block away is The
Rocket - an eclectic and colorful store that
is equipped with novelties and gifts. The
Eyrie is a goldmine for Ypsi-centric gifts,
jewelry, and home decor, and last but not
least, Materials Unlimited is a renovated
warehouse with three stories of endless
antique rarities. This antique center swept
the Hour Detroit Magazine’s “Best of Detroit 2014 Awards” for Vintage Antiques,
Fine Antiques, and Salvage Furnishings.
A hub for delicious food, Ypsilanti
has succulent ribs at Red Rock Downtown
Barbecue, mouthwatering truffle mac and
cheese at Bona Sera, and simple, honest,
comfort food at Beezy’s Cafe. Sidetrack Bar
& Grill serves juicy, award winning burg-
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Michigan
ers, while Maiz Mexican Cantina satisfies
taco and tamale cravings. The Wurst Bar
offers specialty burgers and bratwursts,
and is located next to Ypsilanti’s student
hotspot, the Tower Inn Cafe. For beer
a connoisseur, Arbor Brewing Company
Microbrewery delivers delicious entrees,
and offers a memorable experience with
their outdoor beer garden and brew pub
atmosphere.
When you’re not whisked away with
Ypsi shopping, or having your belly
packed with tasty eats, make outdoor
recreation a part of your fall vacation in
Ypsilanti. It’s the perfect time of the year
to experience Wiard’s Orchard complete
with hayrides, corn mazes, apple picking,
and more.
Packed with charisma and character,
Ypsilanti is the place to be in Southeast
Michigan. For more information head
to visitypsinow.com/discover or call
800.265.9045.

Ann Arbor
Holiday shopping can be challenging
when you’re unsure where to go for that

unique, inspired gift that really captures
how special someone is to you. Instead
of resorting to gift cards, head to the Ann
Arbor area and you’ll find an overabundance of options—even for that person
on your list who already has everything!
Downtown Ann Arbor has a number
of new stores, and some old favorites,
where you are sure to discover gift-giving
treasures. Three new retailers—iT … The
Boutique, Pangborn, and Bed & Butter—
offer distinct, design-inspired home décor
and accessories. iT … the Boutique is hosting a holiday open house on November
8 with 10% off all items plus food and
beverages.
The Ann Arbor Art Center recently partnered with Motawi Tileworks to open a new
downtown location titled 117 Gallery.
You will love browsing the handmade
art tiles designed for hanging, including
pieces inspired by Frank Lloyd Wright,
Charley Harper, and Louis Comfort Tiffany. The gallery also features pieces from
other area artists including blown glass,
jewelry and pottery.
Just slightly west of Ann Arbor you’ll
find more excellent shopping in Chelsea’s
picturesque downtown. Grab your friends
for the annual event that combines a

girl’s day out with wine tasting—Wine,
Women, and Shopping, also on Saturday,
November 8. Be sure to check out some
of the newest downtown shops including
The Vintage Barn Boutique, Chelsea Kidz
Stop and The Plaid Melon Café. Two longtime fixtures, Just Imagine and Bumble’s
Dry Goods, both recently relocated to
Chelsea’s downtown.
Back in downtown Ann Arbor, Kerrytown Market and Shops will welcome
shoppers on Sunday, November 16 for
its Holiday Open House. Enjoy live music, artist demonstrations, holiday treats
and pre-holiday sales. Bring the kids for
face painting and storytelling by Mother
Goose!
Do you have someone on your list
that is a little more … unconventional?
Check out Vault of Midnight, Ann Arbor’s
local comic book and game store. Shop
the Wednesday before Thanksgiving (November 26) to take advantage of special
sale prices on graphic novels. Another
great gift idea is bringing home a game
for the whole family to play and Vault of
Midnight has everything from the classics
to new titles!
Local retailers will be providing great
specials on Black Friday and Small Busi-

Snowboarding, Downhill Skiing, Miles of Cross-Country
Trails, Hotel Ski Packages and Tanger Outlet Center make
this Southeast Michigan destination a GREAT GETAWAY!

Request a
free visitors
guide online
or by phone.

lccvb.org  ٭800.686.8474
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Michigan
ness Saturday (November 28-29). Extended hours will continue for many stores
through the month of December. For
the most up-to-date information, check
out VisitAnnArbor.org or the individual
retailers’ social media pages.
Finally, a great time to get downtown
is Friday, December 5, during Midnight
Madness and Kerrytown’s KindleFest.
“Midnight Madness is a beloved tradition
in downtown Ann Arbor. It is a celebration of the season and a great time to
support local, independent businesses,”
says Maura Thomson, Executive Director
of the Main Street Area Association. “The
shopping is unique, 100,000 twinkle
lights grace our trees, and the spirit on
the street will make you smile.”

Weber’s
Weber’s Restaurant and Boutique Hotel
is a deluxe, full-service hotel, restaurant,
banquet & conference property conveniently located in Ann Arbor’s beautiful
west side, moments from downtown Ann
Arbor, and the University of Michigan’s
Central Campus. This year, celebrate New

Year’s Eve at Weber’s with almost 400
festive guests. Dinner and party packages
include: The spectacular dinner buffet,
evening-long entertainment and dancing in two ballrooms, champagne toast
at midnight and a late night pizza buffet.
Start your dinner with a Hors D’Oeuvre
plate for two of Crab Meat Cocktail,
Smoked Salmon Pate, Chilled Lobster
Tail and Shrimp Cocktail.
This is followed by the dinner buffet featuring Prime Rib of Beef, Stuffed
Pork Loin, Tuscan Pan Chicken Breast,
Caramelized Salmon Filet, Gruyere and
Romano Au Gratin Potatoes, Fresh Asparagus with Sauce Bearnaise, Lobster Bisque
and Caesar & Tossed Salad. For dessert
indulge in “A Michigan Trio” Bumpy cake,
Vernors float and dried cherry compote.
During the evening, enjoy live entertainment in the Grand Ballroom, or music
from the DJ in the Atrium Ballroom overlooking the beautiful pool area. Purchase
your New Year’s Eve package by November
30, 2014 and stay the night before or the
night after New Year’s Eve for Free!

Blue Water Country
Along the eastern shores of Michigan is
a collection of communities that are crazy

about the color blue. Perched on the edges
of Lake Huron and the St. Clair River,
140 miles of shoreline unites the quaint
towns of Clay, Algonac, Marine City, St.
Clair, Port Huron, Lexington, Port Sanilac,
Harbor Beach and Port Austin. Known
as the Blue Water Area, these charming
communities, are filled with boardwalks
and waterways and unique shops and
eateries that offer an incredible range of
retailers, galleries, boutiques, antiques
and world-class cuisine.
Art For Good in Port Huron, features
fun retail with a conscience, including
fair-trade wearables and edibles, slavefree chocolate, coffee and tea, world artists, arts-related products (like theatrical
makeup, tools, and art supplies) and
Michigan artists and products.
The shop has great gift items, including
gluten-free treats, chocolate coins, gifts,
and Michigan made products like organic
preserves, nut butters, honey and more.
The Gift Shop at Fort Gratiot Light Station in Port Huron, embraces a nautical,
lake-style theme with home decor, hand
bags, apparel, wall art, souvenir items, collectibles, historical wall maps, children’s
books & games and more. Located on the
grounds of the Fort Gratiot Light Station,
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Discover
Waterfront dining
Shopping
Laughter & fun

www.BlueWater.org

Clay l Algonac l Marine City l St. Clair l Port Huron l Lexington l Port Sanilac l Harbor Beach l Port Austin
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• Central to Metro Detroit Shopping Centers
and adjacent to Fairlane Town Center Mall.
VIP Guest Discount Cards available.
• Shopping Package includes a $50 gift card,
complimentary Valet Parking and two
drinks in TRIA Restaurant.
• Only three miles to Henry Ford Museum®,
Greenfield Village®, IMAX® Theatre.
• Guestrooms feature free high speed wireless
internet access.
• Indoor pool and whirlpool, fitness center,
massages upon appointment.
• Guestrooms offer 36” flat screen TVs with
DirecTV, marble bathrooms, RUSK® bath
amenities.
• Earn Marriott Rewards with each stay.

FAIRLANE PLAZA, 300 TOWN CENTER DRIVE
DEARBORN, MICHIGAN
BEHENRY.COM | 313 441 2000

For reservations, call 888 709 8081

THE ART OF HOSPITALITY
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visitors can rent a bike or walk to the
other local museum sites.
Vinomondo Winery in Fort Gratiot, is
your one-stop for everything wine! Host
an event in the Tasting Room and then
make a bottle according to your tastes.
Retail bottles also available, as well as
gourmet gift baskets and wine-associated
accessories. Focused on Michigan made
products.
The River Crab is situated right on the
river in St. Clair. The restaurant is entirely
decorated in wooden panel boards and
features fresh fish and seafood selections,
beef and chicken entrées, homemade
pasta and world-class service.

Life is...
Good
in the Center of it all

Holland

SOARING EAGLE CASINO • CMU FOOTBALL
CHAMPIONSHIP GOLF • ZONTA APPLEFEST
PAPA’S PUMPKIN PATCH
MOUNTAIN TOWN OKTOBERFEST AND MORE!

Photo Credit: Ed Post

888•772•2016 - www.mountpleasantwow.com

Stunning Sunsets · Unique Shops · Delicious Dining
Festivals & Events · Downhill Ski Bowl · Snowshoeing
Sledding · Cross Country Skiing · Lodging Packages & Specials

800.303.4090
VisitGrandHaven.com
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Heated cobblestone sidewalks without
snow in December? Old-world Dutch
traditions in the midst of a bustling
holiday season? Downtown Holland
Michigan comes alive with a festive mix
of old and new for the holidays. Shoppers
and yuletide merry-makers delight in the
wide array of shops and activities in this
charming west Michigan town located
along the shores of Lake Michigan and
Lake Macatawa.
Holland’s main street — Eighth Street
— is the heart of downtown Holland and
overflows with over 100 specialty shops,
galleries, and eateries. In fact, Holland was
recently voted one of America’s “best”
main streets by the readers of Parade
Magazine for its quaint and inviting
atmosphere. Though Eighth Street is
home to a wide variety of shops — from
children’s toy and clothing stores (Tip
Toes and The Sand Castle), outdoor and
athletic specialty shops (The Outpost and
Gazelle Sports), gourmet food and cooking stores (Seasoned Home and Fustini’s
Oils & Vinegars) to several women’s and
men’s clothing stores (Frances Jay and
Glik’s, for example) — the best part about
shopping in November and December is
Holland’s snow-free streets and sidewalks.
Simply explained, Eighth Street is heated,
thanks to an extensive underground
snow-melt system!
When shoppers want to take a break
from toting their many bags filled with
newly purchased gifts, Holland’s restaurants offer respite with a flare. AlpenRose,
specializes in European cuisine. CityVu
Bistro, with American fare, features a
different country’s cuisine each month.
The Curragh, an Irish pub, offers Irish
music most weekends, while Hops at 84
features 70 artisan brews on tap. Two craft

Make it Weber’s

…tonight!
Famous full-service restaurant and boutique hotel
independently operated by the Weber family
Weber’s Restaurant, known for Prime Rib,
lobster, seafood and steak. Wine Spectator Award
of Excellence
Exciting nightlife and live entertainment at the Ventura
Wine Bar and Habitat Ultralounge
Convenient free parking
4-Star hotel rated by Orbitz & Travelocity. Recipient of
the prestigious Expedia Insiders’ Select Award.
Beautiful Four Seasons Pool and Recreation Area.
Specialty poolside Jacuzzi® Suites
Complimentary high-speed Internet access in all rooms
and public areas
Member of Delta SkyMiles Program
Distinguished event facilities for groups of up to 500

BOUTIQUE HOTEL
& RESTAURANT

Dinner Reservations 734-665-3636

★★★★ | Orbitz | Travelocity

734-769-2500 800-443-3050 www.webersinn.com
3050 Jackson Road Ann Arbor, MI I-94 at exit 172

Ann ArbOr’s HigHesT rATed HOTel
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breweries (New Holland and Our Brewing
Company) offer some of the best artisan
beers around! The Holland Peanut Store,
a candy shop owned and operated by
the same family for four generations, is
a great place to finish a day of shopping
with hand-made chocolates or hard-tofind candies.
But it is the special events that truly
cause downtown Holland – decorated
with colorful lights, holiday urns and
seasonal banners — to overflow with
cheer and goodwill.
The Holiday Kerstmarkt, which opens
the Saturday after Thanksgiving, is an
open-air European Christmas market
offering handmade gifts and locally
made treats.
A mid-December Victorian Christmas
Tea is an annual event that takes place
at the city’s historic Cappon House, home
of Holland’s first mayor. Other events
include The Nutcracker, performed by
the Hope College Ballet Club, an evening
lighted Christmas parade, and a unique
“Up on the Rooftops” home tour of some
of the apartments above the shops lining

Eighth Street.
For more information about the holidays in Holland, log onto www.holland.
org, or call 800.506.1299.

Livingston County
Southeast Michigan’s Livingston
County is an eclectic blend of communities set among lush farmlands, winding
roads, and gently rolling hills crowned
by a graceful canopy of trees.
The city of Howell’s historic downtown
is officially designated a National Historic
District. On the Friday after Thanksgiving, the Fantasy of Lights Parade ushers
in the holiday season. This spectacular
night time parade includes dozens of
illuminated floats, marching bands, and
of course Santa Claus. Runners in the
Fantasy 5K warm up the parade route
beginning at 6pm prior to the 7:00 p.m.
starting time of the parade. Companion
activities include; caroling and musical
performances, Christmas Alley with Santa
and his reindeer, Fantasy of Art exhibit at
the Opera House, and merchant discounts
and deals.
Howell’s new 2 F.O.G.s Pub is an uptown
downstairs place to gather where attitude
and atmosphere combine to create a

memorable night out. The back-alley
entrance in the Heart of Howell complex
is where “Tusker” the official mascot will
greet you. Be sure to rub his snout for good
luck before you settle in to treat your taste
buds. Craft beers, mixology, and gourmet
grilled cheese sandwiches are a great way
to fortify yourself for the parade.
Upstairs is the location of EnCore 118
Custom Furnishings & Boutique, a proud
dealer of “Made in Detroit” apparel in
addition to a wonderful selection of gifts.
And if it is Pure Michigan merchandise
you seek, cross the street to the Heart of
Michigan where clothing and Michigan
made foods and sauces are in abundance.
Brighton is located about 15 miles
from Ann Arbor, just an hour’s drive from
the Detroit/Windsor border. In 2013,
Vail Resorts has purchased Mt. Brighton
urban ski area and not only have they
completely renovated the popular ski hill
facility, but they have revolutionized the
way children and families are taught to
downhill ski and snowboard.
With an emphasis on safety, the day
long ski school pairs qualified instructors with students. Gone are the days of
an hour long lesson then hit the slopes.
The Ore Creek Mountain Grill provides a

The Detroit waterfront.

Presented Locally By:

Media Partner:

Flint, Michigan
SloanLongway.org • 810.237.3450
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 Hit downtown boutiq
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the Peninsula

TraverseCity.com
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panoramic view of the ski hill and great
dining with adult beverages.
Foodies take note, nearby downtown
Brighton boasts of a plethora of ethnic
and American cuisines at and a vibrant
nightlife. Micro-brew fans will want
to stop by the new Brewery Becker just
steps away from galleries, boutiques,
and unique shops like the Oh My Lolli!
Candy Factory.
Bargain hunters will need a full weekend to browse Tanger Outlet Center,
Livingston Antique Mall, Green Oak
Village Center and the charming area
downtowns. Hotels offer shopping and
ski-packages that include discount coupons for attractions, retail stores and
restaurants. Request your free visitor
packet by going to lccvb.org or calling
800-686-8474.

Sloan*Longway Flint
Regional history, historic automobiles
and hands-on science are all on display at
Sloan*Longway in Flint. Sloan*Longway
is comprised of three facilities, namely
the Sloan Museum, Buick Automotive

Gallery, and the Longway Planetarium,
Michigan’s largest planetarium.
The Sloan Museum kicks off the holiday season with Holiday Railway Village,
November 8, 2014 - January 4, 2015. See
a Dickens Village like you’ve never seen
before! Let speeding miniature locomotives guide your eyes through this wee
world. The winter landscape is packed
with more than 200 miniature buildings,
characters, and scenes.
Curious George Let’s Get Curious! which
runs until Jan. 5, 2015, is more fun than
a barrel of monkeys. Visitors find themselves on an urban street and are transported to the neighborhood in which
Curious George lives with his friend, The
Man with the Yellow Hat. Climb into the
rocket Curious George took on his space
adventure! Use pipes, ramps, funnels,
turntables, bumpers and force to experiment with physics and engineering as you
putt through three holes of mini golf.
Videotopia, which runs from January
24 through May 10, 2015, is the only
accurate exploration of the art, science,
and history of video games in the world. It
features 70 restored and new arcade video
games - everything from the very first
machine ever made, to the first machines

Shopping in downtown Traverse City.
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to utilize microprocessors, software, 3-D
graphics, etc., right on up to today’s
greatest simulator games, with all of the
classics and favorites in between. Play the
classic video games you know and love,
Pac-Man, Donkey Kong, and Q*Bert, just
like in an arcade!
Coming soon, the Scoop on Poop opens
on May 23, 2015 and runs until September
6. It may be one of those subjects we find
difficult to talk about with a straight face,
but kids are positively fascinated by it, and
poop is interesting stuff, really! Animals
use poop to build homes, hide from enemies, attract mates, send messages, and
cool off - some even eat it. And poop is
a scientific puzzle. With a little detective
work, you can learn a lot about an animal
by what it leaves behind. Exhibits include
an old fashioned outhouse replica and
Poop Has Many Names. Visitors are invited
to push buttons on a world map to learn
the language of poop in countries around
the world.

Mt. Pleasant
Mt. Pleasant in the center of Michigan
is home to world class entertainment,
yet has a small town feel. It is known
for Central Michigan University “Fire
Up Chips”, the Soaring Eagle Casino and
its rich Native American culture. Fall is a
beautiful time to visit Michigan, and in
Mt. Pleasant there is always something
going on.
The Mt. Pleasant Convention and Visitors Bureau launched a 100 Days of fall
blog that can be found at http://www.
mountpleasantwow.com/100-days-offall-133/. Included in this list are things
such as shopping, painting pottery, or
getting a great meal in Downtown Mt.
Pleasant. Downtown also borders the
Chippewa River and two of Mt. Pleasant’s
most scenic parks, Island and Nelson Park
both offer a trail system with a variety of
nature trails and hiking paths. Fall is a
perfect time to check out the changing
colors.
Downtown Mt. Pleasant is also host
to the annual Mt. Pleasant Christmas
Celebration, formerly Dickens Christmas.
This annual event is the first Friday and
Saturday in December every year. The Mt.
Pleasant Christmas Celebration includes
flying pancakes with Santa and his reindeer, cookie decorating, and a lighted
Christmas Parade. The Downtown stores
offer refreshments such as hot chocolate
and local musicians play in the stores as
you shop for the Holiday season. New this

year, will be an outdoor Christmas Market!
For food lovers, Mt. Pleasant offers
several locally owned restaurants that
will tempt your pallet. Midori, serving
amazing martinis and sushi in an intimate
setting, is a great spot for dates or after
work gatherings.
The Brass Café is passionate about
providing food from local and Michigan
farmers. It is a great setting to have a
cocktail or a romantic evening out with
your spouse. Mountain Town Station is
known for their homemade craft beers
and ribs. It’s in a restored railroad depot
and if you’re lucky, you might be having
a Railyard Raspberry Wheat beer when
the train rolls by.
Make your plans to come to the center
of it all. You can plan your visit at www.
mountpleasantwow.com or call 888-7722016 to request a visitor’s guide.

Traverse City
Traverse City is already famous as a great
place for fall and winter fun. But many
people don’t know about one of its most
enjoyable end-of-year activities — great
holiday shopping!
It makes sense, when you think about
it. All those imaginative shops, boutiques

and galleries, those cozy restaurants and
coffee shops that you’ve enjoyed in the
summertime are still there, just as lovely
and just as friendly. (Maybe even a little
more so.) What a wonderful alternative
to the chaos and crowds at those big-box
megastores!
Front Street, Traverse City’s main
shopping thoroughfare, is a charming
19th-century street filled with delightful
little places to browse, snack and explore,
with the kind of small-town flavor that
makes you want to stay around just to
enjoy the feeling.
Just around the corner, on Union Street,
is the small but captivating Old Town
District, and a few blocks to the west is
the Grand Traverse Commons, where the
rambling Victorian-Italianate buildings of
a 19th century asylum have been reborn
as an elegant new retail district.
Elegant shopping — and a whole lot of
candy — can also be found in the Tower
Gallery of Shops at the Grand Traverse
Resort and Spa, where you can find locallymade gifts, logo wear, toys and clothing
for children and adults, in addition to
Dylan’s Candy Bar, the wildly popular
candy emporium
An entirely different experience awaits

you in the picturesque port towns just
down the road. To the west is the Leelanau
Peninsula, with laid-back little villages
like Suttons Bay, Empire, Glen Arbor,
Leland and Northport — chock-full of
charming shops, dramatic views and
cozy little eateries. To the east is Antrim
County, with the picturesque villages of
Elk Rapids, Bellaire, and Alden.
Traverse City really works hard to
make holiday shoppers feel welcome,
too — every December weekend, there’s
at least one event designed with them
in mind. In downtown Traverse City, it
starts off with the Dec. 5 arrival of Santa
and a community sing-along at the town
Christmas tree, and follows with a series
of late-night shopping sprees: a Dec. 11
Ladies Night and a Dec. 18 Men’s Night,
both featuring entertainment, food and
drink specials in addition to the usual
in-store sales.
Speaking of food and drink, fall and
winter are splendid times to enjoy some
of Traverse City’s fabled dining. Thanks
to its award-winning wines and talented
chefs, this town now enjoys an international reputation for its cuisine, its wine,
its craft brews and its spirits. (Bon Appetit
says it’s one of America’s top “foodie”

Park
Pl a c e
Hotel

Park Place
Hotel

Park Place Hotel
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towns, and the Travel Channel calls it
one of the country’s emerging microbrew
destinations.)
This year, do your holiday shopping
in Michigan’s “True North!”

Park Place Hotel
Traverse City has a style of lodging
suited to every taste including the elegant
downtown Park Place Hotel. This beautiful
old property is just steps from downtown
shops and restaurants, or an easy stroll to
the bay and beach. Constructed in 1873,
the Park Place has hosted luminaries
from the world of entertainment, business, politics, and the arts. The gracious
accommodations, memorable views,
thoughtful amenities and services make
this a very special place. Margaret Morse,
the hotel’s Director of Sales & Marketing
was inducted into the 2014 Michigan
Meetings & Events Hall of Fame.
The Park Place just completed a total
renovation of its lobby and main floor
meeting areas with new carpet, tile, furniture, window treatments, wall coverings
and signage throughout.
The 140 newly renovated guest rooms

and suites feature new furniture, flatscreen TVs with premium channels, coffee
maker, small refrigerator, and complimentary high-speed internet access.
The Health Club features an indoor pool
under an expansive glass dome, and offers
cardio and weight/resistance machines,
free weights, and a dry sauna.
Minervas Restaurant & Bar on the lobby
level, has a fresh new look – or rather,
new look with a nod to the history of
the hotel. Archival photos of the original
Park Place (1873) and the area have been
researched, digitally enhanced and are
now displayed around the restaurant and
lounge. Minerva’s is open for breakfast,
lunch and dinner and offers a full menu.
Monthly and daily features include hand
cut steaks, fresh local fish and wide variety of pastas, and more, with room for
parties from 2-40. Happy Hour happens
twice daily with specials on domestic
and craft beer, wine and mixed drinks.
The relaxing bar has big screen TVs and
wonderful pizzas and wings.
The Beacon Lounge on the 10th floor
provides a very memorable setting, overlooking Traverse City and Grand Traverse
Bay and serves a full range of cocktails,
appetizers, pizzas and desserts.
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Happy Hour is from 5-6 p.m. daily and
all night on Wednesdays with specialty
martinis and local craft beers. There’s live
entertainment every Thursday, Friday
and Saturday night along with the best
sunsets in town!

Grand Haven
Snowflakes flutter from the sky, carrying new adventures as they make their
way to cover the area in a blanket of white.
Wake-up with a mug of hot cocoa or cappuccino from a local café in preparation
for a day of winter fun.
If shopping and dining is what you have
in mind then you will fully appreciate the
snow-melt system in downtown Grand
Haven. This allows you to shop around
without concern for snow banks, icy walk
ways or salt damaging your favorite pair
of boots. The downtown is beautifully
lit with white twinkle lights and each
store offers a unique collection of items
worthy of gift giving. The boutique style
shops line both sides of the street and
offer a nice mix of café’s, restaurants and
nightlife spots along the way.
If being outdoors and exploring is more
your style then there is nothing quite
like hiking through the snow-covered

Michigan
wooded dunes and hearing the crunch of
fresh snow underfoot. X-country skiing
and snowshoeing are wonderful ways to
experience the great outdoors of West
Michigan. A bounty of trails and public
lands await your visit.
Need help planning your trip? The
local visitor bureau offers professional
assistance finding lodging options that
fit not only your interests but also your
budget. They can also provide suggestions
for shopping and dining options to help
maximize your experience. Consider
coordinating your trip to include an area
event like: Light Night, Santa Train, Jingle
Bell Parade, Christmas Parade or WinterFest. This provides an additional point of
interest while in the area and can offer up
some great memories to take back home.
For more information go to www.
visitgrandhaven.com

Coldwater
Experiencing downtown Coldwater is
a treat for young and old alike. Located
on US 12 just west of I-69, downtown
Coldwater has a charming historic atmosphere.

Since its beginning as a trading post
along the Chicago Military Road in the
1820’s, Coldwater’s downtown business
district has served as the center of commerce. With its unique combination of
historic buildings and interstate accessibility, the downtown has many beautiful
stores and quality items.
The beautiful historic Tibbits Opera
House has played host to the likes of Ethel
Barrymore, John Philip Sousa, John L.
Sullivan, and many more and presents a
variety of plays and musicals.
From October until Christmas, Historic Downtown Coldwater shows off
its Holiday Spirit. The Annual Holiday
Parade features floats, bands, live reindeer
and Santa’s arrival to get everyone that
holiday mood. Don’t miss the downtown
open house where special sales abound.
When the days shorten and the leaves
start to turn shades of saffron red and
honey gold, it’s time to wander down
U.S. 12, a Michigan heritage highway that
traces the Old Sauk Trail, an American
Indian byway, as it leads to Allen, considered to be the Michigan’s antiques capital.
The Allen Antique Barn’s vast space is
divided into small stalls, each separately
owned and each specializing in certain

eras and specific finds. There are lamps,
furniture, old books jewelry, old radios
and an immense amount of glass. Near
Allen, Preston’s Antique Gaslight Village,
a collection of more than 20 historic
buildings, including a General Store,
offers the ambience of a small late-1800
community. All were moved from other
locations.
One interesting aspect of the cavernous
Hog Creek Craft & Antique Mall is that
part of the 23,000 square feet is focused
solely on crafts. Betty’s Amish Country
Bakery, which is about seven miles down
the road in Quincy, is owned by an Amish
woman who uses kerosene-heated stoves
to make her wonderful baked goods.
The Sauk Trail Trading Post is another
unique stop on your shopping adventure,
selling a bit of the old southwest including
silver and turquoise jewelry and has more
than 3000 pairs of moccasins, slippers,
shoes and boots. The store has 4 mini
museums that include Indian Artifacts,
Historical Biographies, Trophy Mounts
and an Ironing Board Museum.
For More Information: Contact the
Coldwater Country Conference & Visitors
Bureau office at (800) 968-9333 or visit
www.discover-michigan.com.

800-22LAKES

cadillacmichigan.com
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drop in this winter... BOOK

EARLY & SAVE!

As the temps drop and trees turn start thinking
about your winter vacation to Cadillac! Book early
and save at CadillacMichigan.com
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Cadillac
During the holidays Cadillac offers
a quaint downtown shopping district
boasting several new and established
eclectic gift and apparel shops, coupled
with a new brewery, deli’s, coffee shops,
fine dining and burger joints.
Local artists display and sell their work
in the downtown frame shop. Retailers
offer clothing, accessories, housewares
and hand-made products to complete
your Christmas list. The second weekend
in November the school boosters club
organizes a 100+ booth craft fair, in its
42nd year, that brings in crafters from all
over the great lakes region.
November 15-16 is the Cherry Grove
Convention Center ‘Widows Weekend
Flea Market’ over our northern Michigan
Holiday ‘Opening Day of Whitetail Deer
Season’.
Thanksgiving weekend, Black Friday
winds down with Santa arriving in the
City Park where he lights the lakefront
trees and meets with children 6-8pm

at the performing arts pavilion on the
shoreline of Lake Cadillac.
‘Small Business Saturday’ is offered by
the downtown businesses and locally
owned retailers with an open house atmosphere.
Kicking off December the Garden Club
offers a Holiday Home Tour excursion
where they decorate 6-8 area showcase
homes with live arrangements. Also the
local toy store offers the Toy Trot 5k to raise
funds for Toys for Tots, watch the Santa’s
and Elves run in the snow for charity.
Book your weekend up north, shop early
and get your friends and family gifts they
will cherish, plus a fun weekend to add
to the scrap book. For more information
see www.cadillacmichigan.com.

Marquette
Sitting on the shores of Lake Superior
in the heart of Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, is Marquette, the largest city in the
U.P. While considered a small town by
many, those who visit will find it to be
the perfect blend of big city offerings and
a pristine wilderness with an abundance
of outdoor recreation offerings.
With an average annual snowfall of 200

Snow biking in Marquette.
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inches, winter is no time for hibernating
in Marquette. Cross country skiers will
find more than 75 miles of groomed trails,
snowmobilers can explore 500 miles of
trail, groomed daily and Marquette is
one of the top snow biking destinations
in North America, proudly featuring 15
miles of groomed trails dedicated to this
new winter recreation.
Marquette not only feeds appetites for
adventure, but delightful dining options.
The restaurants located downtown and
along Third Street, collectively known as
the Eastside Originals, are just that, locally
owned and independently operated, spicing up the city’s foodie scene. Many of
the local eateries serve local-caught fish.
Strolling the streets of downtown
Marquette, one can easily sense the rich
history of this community built primarily
on the mining industry, with architectural
reminders from subtle train truss benches
to the enormous Ore Dock, along with
the centurion businesses that are still
operating, that include Getz’s clothing
store, Washington Shoe Store and Doncker’s,
a confectionary, soda fountain and café.
Visitors are beckoned inside by the
scents of sweet smelling chocolate and can
still sample menu items from some of the
original menus, including the 70-year-old
Olive and Nut sandwich offering.
Also helping to put Marquette on a
bigger map is the growing microbrewery
scene. There are currently three in the city,
each filling a specific niche and whetting
many whistles. The first microbrewery is
located in one of the city’s oldest buildings, The Vierling restaurant brews a
selection of beers, to be enjoyed amongst
antique décor at a century-old oak bar.
Blackrocks Brewery is set in a two-story
house, decorated with more than 1,000
beer club mugs, all made by a local potter.
Blackrocks brews one barrel at a time, so
offerings often change daily.
The newest member of the microbrew
community, the Ore Dock Brewing Company, has won world beer championships
for their Porter and amber Dream Weaver
taps. Set in a former car dealership, much
of the materials have been repurposed offering an industrial eco-chic vibe. The Ore
Dock doesn’t serve food, but encourages
customers to bring or order in from one
of the local restaurants.
Downtown lodging options include
the newly opened Hampton Inn and the
charming historic Landmark Inn, both
offer water view rooms and excellent
proximity to the downtown restaurants,
shopping and galleries.
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Go Great Lakes Bay for the Holidays
Fill up on cheer in Pure Michigan with holiday shopping

G

one are the days when holiday
shopping meant having to
stand in line for hours in an
overpacked (and overpriced)
store to buy an uninspired gift. Here in
Pure Michigan’s Great Lakes Bay Region,
the holiday season is all about spreading
cheer in a way that’s heartfelt.
Enjoy the experience of hunting for
that perfect find and make lasting holiday
memories in the warm and welcoming
communities of Bay City, Birch Run,
Chesaning, Frankenmuth, Midland, and
Saginaw.
It all starts in Birch Run, the gateway to
Michigan’s Great Lakes Bay Region. With
its convenient location off of I-75, it’s the
perfect place to kick off your seasonal shopping experience, at the Midwest’s largest
outlet mall – Birch Run Premium Outlets.
It boasts over 145 brand name stores, at
savings of up to 65% off. From clothing to
fine leather goods, jewelry to housewares,
specialty gifts and everything in-between,
you’ll be amazed at this affordable, walkable shopping center.

After a day of gathering up great savings
in Birch Run, you’ll be ready to unwind
and enjoy nearby Frankenmuth, better
known as Michigan’s Little Bavaria. This
cozy, German-themed town is brimming
with Bavarian hospitality. You’ll feel it as
you stroll along Main Street, the smell of
homemade fudge, hand-stuffed sausages,
and world-famous chicken dinners filling
the air. Bronner’s is a magical Christmas
store dazzling with tinsel and trinkets as
far as the eye can see.
But the holiday delights don’t end
here. Just 20 miles away, the charming
waterfront town of Bay City is filled with
one-of-a-kind boutiques and vintage finds.
In fact, it’s home to Michigan’s largest
antique mart, Bay Antique Center, with a
showroom that spans an entire block and
over 100 quality antique dealers.
The holiday season is the perfect time
to explore Bay City, especially on Sundays,
during November and December, when
the city fills with strolling carolers, horsedrawn carriages, and free prizes and holiday
treats at many retailers. Catch a holiday

800.444.9979

family movie shown inside the Historic Bay
City State Theatre and enjoy special Santa
Bucks Savings at local shops and boutiques.
Less than 20 miles west of Bay City is
another Great Lakes Bay holiday favorite,
Midland. Home to the longest-running
Santa Claus School, the Charles W. Howard
Santa House, Midland fills with the spirit of
the season each year, and offers festivities
and savings during the annual Holly Jolly
Days (Dec. 6-7, 2014).
No Great Lakes Bay holiday would be
complete without a visit Saginaw’s City
Center for the Pride Christmas Parade (Nov.
22, 2014) and the joy of Holidays in the
Heart of the City (Nov. 21, 2014). Holidays
in the Heart of the City is brimming with
good cheer, from a gingerbread house
competition to free holiday concerts, and
even free trolley, horse-drawn wagon, and
pony rides, all lit by thousands of luminaries along the streets and a fireworks display
off Saginaw’s Ojibway Island.
For more information on Great Lakes Bay
visit the new GoGreat.com. for help planning
your perfect holiday getaway.

GoGreat.com

greatlakesbay
Book your mini-holiday to prepare for the holidays!

GoGreat.com
800.444.9979
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Around the Horn with
Princess Cruises

S

Torres del Paine National Park is the highlight of Punta Arenas.

outh America conjures up images of golden beaches, languid
evenings, and lost cities suspended above the clouds. This
exotic and diverse destination stretches
from the world’s highest waterfall to
Tierra del Fuego, the southern tip of a
hemisphere where two great oceans meet.
Seasons are the opposite of those in North
America, meaning you’ll enjoy summer
weather when it’s wintertime back home.
Between mid-December 2014 through
March 2015, Princess Cruises will sail a
series of 14-day itineraries Buenos Aires,
Valparaiso and Chile aboard Golden
Princess — going “Around the Horn”
through the Straits of Magellan.
A brilliant ray of sunshine in any vacation Golden Princess is an intoxicating
mix of classic Italian ambience, gourmet
dining and stellar entertainment aboard
a floating resort where you can relax or
revel to your heart’s content. The heart
of the ship is a dramatic three-story
atrium with all the ambiance of an Italian
piazza. Surprisingly, the sheer size does

not overwhelm. Instead, Princess wisely
decided to keep everything in proportion.
About 80 percent of the outside
cabins feature Princess’ trademark bal-

Golden Princess at sea.
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cony staterooms, perfect for saluting
the sunset. The 2,600 passengers ship
underwent an extensive refurbishment
in 2012 and features amenities like a
virtual reality entertainment center
and a state-of-the-art health club with
a swim-against-the-current lap pool. A
dramatic disco/observation lounge is set
high atop the ship and accessible only by
a glass-enclosed “skywalk.” Staterooms
are generous with a contemporary and
inviting décor.
Fill your days with activities or do nothing at all. Take a personal enrichment
class, do yoga, go duty-free shopping, or
just relax with a dip in the spectacular
Calypso Reef Pool.
A 300-square-foot Movies Under the
Stars poolside LED screen features evening movies and a variety of daytime
programming, including concerts and
major sporting events.
The Sanctuary, Princess’ signature retreat offers plush padded lounge chairs
and the services of dedicated Serenity
Stewards, who can provide everything
from a chilled face towel and Evian water
atomizers, to a personal MP3 player with
noise canceling headphones.
Traditional Dining is available in the
Canaletto Dining Room, while those
who prefer more flexibility can opt for
Anytime Dining in the Donatello and
Bernini Dining Rooms.
Sabatini’s is like being in your favorite
neighborhood Italian restaurant Special-

South America
izing in Italian cuisine while the Crown
Grill offers a truly special dining experience where chefs custom-prepare fresh
seafood, chops and steaks with an open,
demonstration-style kitchen.
Princess Signature Shows are featured
on every cruise, entertaining passengers
with lively music, stunning choreography, and some of the largest casts at sea.
With its broad avenues, charming
sidewalk cafés, carefully tended parks,
elaborate monuments, and splendid
rococo buildings, Buenos Aires has often
been called the “Paris of the Southern
Hemisphere.” Tree-lined boulevards
wander past the Casa Rosada (Pink House)
presidential palace and museums near the
Plaza de Mayo. No trip to Buenos Aires
would be complete without experiencing
the Tango, Argentina’s national dance.
Milongas (dances) take place all over the
city and if you feel the urge to join in,
they often begin with dance classes and
demonstrations.
With its strong Spanish, Portuguese,
French and British influences Montevideo

boasts a multicultural European charm.
Uruguay’s capital city features an eclectic
mix of influences and highlights including Rambla, a 13-mile long waterfront
promenade is a great place to walk, people
watch, or enjoy an El Mate, the ubiquitous
local beverage brewed from the yerba herb
and served in a gourd.
Puerto Madryn is the gateway to the
Peninsula Valdez Reserve and the natural
wonders of Patagonia. Vastly undiscovered and unexplored, visit penguin colonies, and keep your eyes open for the wild
ostriches that have been clocked at over
45 miles per hour along the back roads.
The capital of the Falklands since 1845,
tiny Stanley lies on the windswept tip of
East Falkland Island. The harbour is dotted
with the hulks of vessels that succumbed
to the fierce winds and waves of the South
Atlantic. The Falklands long served as a
way station for whalers, bound to and
from Cape Horn. Today, travelers increasingly journey to the islands to view their
rich assortment of bird and marine life.
Ushuaia is the world’s southernmost
city. This is your chance to experience
the Tierra del Fuego National Park, home
of towering mountains splintered by

Lake Pehoe, Torres de Paine National Park.
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glaciers, and some of the world’s most
fascinating wildlife.
Torres del Paine National Park is the
highlight of Punta Arenas. Wandering
through this historic port, which is
perched between the mountains and the
straits, you can watch Andean condors
trace circles above the steep, granite cliffs.
The celebrated Cuernos del Paine peaks
were once known as Cleopatra’s Needles.
“I do not think the world contains a
better strait than this,” wrote Ferdinand
Magellan in 1520, after discovering the
passageway that bears his name. Golden
Princess retraces his route along the
stunning coastline where you’ll glimpse
the snowcapped Andes and the mystical
landscapes of the Chilean Fjords.
In Puerto Montt, Chile travel to nearby
Puerto Varas to view the volcanoes or
explore the Lake District, where waterfalls
cascade into the blue-green glacial waters.
Valparaiso is known as “the city of 43
hills.” Take some time to discover the
twisting cobblestone streets, and brightly
colored houses set against the clear, blue
sea. Nestled among the hills is La Sebastiano, home of the celebrated Chilean
poet Pablo Neruda.

B Y RENU SAGGAR

Algonquin Mill in Carroll County.

Get in deep into Ohio

N

othing beats Ohio in the fall.
The long days of summer
slowly give way to crisp, frosttinged evenings and fields are
gilded with the gold of Indian summer.
The changing leaves begin to show themselves like the first gray hair. The brisk
winds of November will soon carry them
away and the landscape will sparkle and
glisten under a white mantle of snow.

Lake Metroparks feature gorges with
great views of color, the Lake Erie Bluffs,
with trails and fall flowers, and the 450
acre Mentor Lagoons Nature Preserve near
Lake Erie. All offer special nature-based
recreational opportunities.

Lake Farmpark is a family oriented
science and cultural center devoted to
agriculture. You can milk a cow, take a
wagon ride, marvel at the Border Collies at
work, or stroll amid the themed gardens.
Lake County offers a mix of a New
England/California ambiance. Besides fall
colors, the region offer the largest winery
district in Ohio. From award winning
ice wines, to premium wines from the
Grand River Winery District and beyond,
wine lovers will be impressed with Lake
County’s special blends, with grapes not
usually grown in this area.
The Lake County region has one of two
wineries in the state with a micro-brewery.
Two micro-distilleries offer special tastings using local ingredients and small
batch distilling.
There are fresh, distinctive Victorian
B&B’s, a golf resort nestled amidst 700
acres of wooded land, plus two designer,
championship courses, and a Frank Lloyd
Wright vacation rental house, one of the
few in the country.
The Steele Mansion Inn, opening in
November, exemplifies the kind of special accommodations that will enhance
your visit. Rescued from demolition the
mansion is resplendent in its 1867 glory
and has been reborn as an opulent Inn.
Designated an historic structure, the
restoration rules were so strict it took
months to gain the approvals for even
the windows.
Besides eight elegant public rooms,
which can be used for retreats and special events, the Inn features 16 gorgeous
rooms and suites. Crushed marble from

Lake County
Fall is the perfect time to leaf through
Lake County, Ohio for unique getaways.
Located adjacent to the Greater Cleveland
area, enjoy the tranquility of nature,
premium accommodations, wineries and
spectacular fall foliage.
Lake County’s location offers warmer
days and cooler nights in autumn, for
longer periods of fall color. A wider variety of tree stock also provides additional,
longer color periods.
In Kirtland, indulge your senses at the
Holden Arboretum, a 3,600-acre paradise
of flowers and trees (the nation’s largest).
Home to flora from all over the world,
it features quiet walking trails, as well as
paths for dog-walking.

Amish girls in pony cart in Trumbull County.
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years of neglect and damage was saved
for the impeccable restoration of eight
marble fireplaces by a master craftsperson.
The 16 new rooms are a new addition
adjoining the Inn. All blend modern
amenities with an historic design.
Take a drone/hexicoptor tour of Lake
County by viewing www.lakevisit.com
and tabbing the aerial/drone video on
the home page.

restaurants, book stores, and wonderful,
one-of-a-kind shops. Spend the night at
the Best Western Wooster Plaza, a downtown hotel within walking distance to
many fine restaurants and night spots or
the St. Paul Hotel, a 10-room boutique
style hotel just off the square. The next
morning be sure to stop by and see Elizabeth at the Tulipan Hungarian Bakery. You
will feel as though you’ve stepped into

an old-world European bakery. While in
Downtown Wooster, stop by Local Roots
Market and Café, a year-round indoor
local food co-op featuring baked goods,
meats, eggs, produce, arts and crafts and
seasonal ready-to-go salads and soups.
New to Downtown Wooster is the JAFB
Brewery, featuring freshly made handcrafted beer. JAFB invites you to enjoy
your picnic lunch in their tap room as

Wayne County
Downtown Wooster in Wayne County.

Do you like to discover those one of a
kind, out of the way places? Do you shy
away from the big box chain stores and
cookie cutter restaurants? Then a trip to
Wayne County, Ohio may be what you
are looking for.
Located just 50 miles southeast of
Cleveland, this scenic rural area is part
of the world’s largest Amish settlement
and a special place that invites you to sit
back and relax and take life a little slower.
Shop Downtown Wooster, where parking spaces are as abundant as the many
shops and restaurants who call this
historic main street community home.
Whether your shopping style is funky
or sophisticated, you’ll appreciate the
unique SoHo style galleries, bakeries,

Downtown Roanoke.

The Columbus Skyline.
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Fall Into Ohio
they make just one thing…beer.
Wayne County boasts two awardwinning wineries, Troutman Vineyards
and Winery in Wooster and Silver Run
Vineyard and Winery in Doylestown. Both
establishments offer tasting rooms with
scenic views of the rural countryside.
As you begin your journey into Amish
Country, may we suggest a stop at Shisler
Cheese House? it’s a quaint little cheese
shop filled to the brim with local culinary treats and perfect snacks for your
picnic hamper.
Just down the road you’ll find Lehman’s
Hardware, a 45,000 square foot store and
your source for old-fashioned and practical housewares, appliances, hand tools,
and non-electric toys.
For over 100 years, The J.M. Smucker
Company has been proud to call Orrville
its home. Today, you are invited to taste
many products at their company store
just south of Orrville, Walk through the
museum that captures this company’s
heritage, and shop for anything from
peanut butter and jelly, to cake mixes
and frostings.

Are you searching for fine dining with
a local fresh flair, unique shopping, exceptional entertainment, or just a place
where you can go where the pace of life is
a little slower, then Wayne County, Ohio
may be just what you’ve been looking for.
Visit them on line at wccvb.com to view
our free visitors guide.

Trumbull County
Summer may be over but the fun continues in Trumbull County, Ohio. Enjoy
the autumn beauty while driving the back
roads of Amish Country, located in the
northwest corner of the county. Here,
among the tidy farms and whitewashed
houses that dot the countryside, a quieter,
simpler way of life replaces the hustle and
bustle of the city.
As early as the 1880s, the Amish began
settling in Trumbull and neighboring
Geauga County. Today, this area represents the second largest Amish community in Ohio, and the fourth largest
in the country.
Mesopotamia is located in the heart of
it. The center of town, better known as
the “Commons”, is surrounded by 28
buildings, 21 of them built before the Civil
War. Anchored on the southwest corner,
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is the End of the Commons General Store,
which has been in operation since 1840.
A short drive east brings you to Kinsman, in the northeast corner of the
county. One of its notable citizens was
lawyer, Clarence Darrow, best remembered
for his defense at the 1925 Scopes Monkey
Trial, one of America’s most famous legal
cases. His boyhood home, the eight-sided
Octagon House, still stands on Main Street.
Book lovers will want to browse Market Square, which is located in a historic
building that houses 12 different specialty
shops and at least 90,000 used books.
While you’re there, ask the owner to make
you a soda at one of the last working soda
fountains in Ohio.
But historic structures and the Amish
aren’t the only things you’ll find here.
The area boasts the second largest inland
lake in the state of Ohio and is home to
Mosquito Lake State Park. In the winter
activities like hunting, ice fishing, cross
country skiing and sledding, will take
center stage.
Fall and winter are a great time to getaway to Trumbull County. Begin planning
your visit by contacting the Trumbull
County Tourism Bureau at ExploreTrumbullCounty.com.

If you made
beer, what
would it
taste like?

Just how many beers
can YOU fit on a menu?
If you love beer, you’ll love Columbus. Amazing brewpubs, monster beer menus
and a list of local craft brews that seems to be growing by the day make this
a getaway worth tapping into. Learn more at experiencecolumbus.com/dine.

Does a lager pair
with cheese?
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Marion County

Escape for the weekend
to Trumbull County, Ohio!

Located about an hour north of Columbus Marion, Ohio is a special place
during the holiday season. Visitors can
partake in a Christmas or holiday themed
tour starting with a bit of shopping in
the quaint downtown stores. Choose
from jewelry, clothes, gift items and
unique art. Then, take a short jaunt to
view Christmas By Candel Light, and drive
through the thousands of lights creating a
wonderland of Christmas. That will help
get you in the mood for the spectacular
show at the Marion Palace Theatre. Built
in 1928 by legendary theatre architect
John Eberson, this atmospheric theatre
is the center for culture and the arts in
central Ohio.
Your day will cumulate with the Christmas At The Palace stage production. An
ongoing holiday spectacular brings together many different entities to create
the annual variety production – local
church choirs, children’s vocal fun, holiday dance features, and of course Santa
and his helper Elf, taking you through a
fairytale adventure.
Now is a good time to reserve your
Presidential Luncheon seats for spring and
fall. Dine with a president and sample
the same menu he enjoyed while in office. The lunch offers an opportunity to
sit and discuss matters of state with the
president before he stands to address the
whole group. Call now, as dates, and seating for these dinners are limited.
Other area attractions include the
Wyandot Popcorn Museum, robotics tours,
and President Harding’s Home. Marion is
probably best known for the Marion Popcorn Festival, held every year in downtown
Marion the weekend following Labor Day.
The Wyandot Popcorn Museum celebrates
the city’s role as the “Popcorn Capital of
the World.”

Columbus
Trumbull
County

OHIO

Say goodbye to the office. Turn off the
phone. And hit the road for a relaxing
weekend getaway to Trumbull County!
Shopping, outdoor adventures and
culinary delights await you.
Contact us today for a FREE weekend
ideas packet!

866.360.1552
ExploreTrumbullCounty.com
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Even though Columbus is Ohio’s
capital, its largest city and fastest-growing
metropolitan area, the city’s proud agricultural heritage is still evident in its
bountiful celebrations of harvest season.
Come see for yourself why the editors
at National Geographic Traveler selected
Columbus as a ten-best fall trip. For seasonal treats and a truly memorable trip,
pick your own apples and pumpkins and
trek through the 8-acre corn maze at
Lynd’s Fruit Farm in Pataskala. The North
Market Farmers Market is one of the oldest

Fall Into Ohio
and largest in Central Ohio, offering an
array of locally-grown fruits, vegetables,
flowers, plants, honey and herbs every
Saturday, starting at 8:00 a.m.
Take in the fall foliage on a stroll
through German Village just south of
downtown. On the National Register of
Historic Places, this model of urban neighborhood preservation and revitalization
is mostly a residential neighborhood of
red-brick homes with wrought iron fences
along tree-lined, brick-paved streets. In
addition to walking tours, you’ll also find
some of the city’s best dining alongside
boutique shopping and gorgeous parks.
Buzzing with fine arts, performing arts,
public art and murals, dining, shopping,
pubs and nightlife, the Short North Arts
District offers a unique experience you
simply can’t find anywhere else and
won’t want to miss. If you’re here on
the first Saturday of each month, Gallery
Hop should be on your agenda. Performers take to the streets, galleries, bars and
restaurants stay open late, and thousands
throng beneath the signature arches.
Sitting at the crossroads of the north

and south and boasting tree species from
both climate zones, Columbus is one of
the best places in the U.S. to see a veritable
rainbow of fall color. Walk, bike, hike,
or camp at one of the 17 Columbus-area
Metro Parks. Three fall favorites to visit:
• The Scioto River and Hayden Run
Falls – On the north end of the city, you’ll
find a hidden gem. Hayden Run Falls is a
spectacular 35-foot waterfall that cascades
into a stream before spilling into the
mighty Scioto River.
• The Scioto Mile and Scioto Audubon
Metropark – For beautiful fall color right
downtown, stroll along the Scioto Mile,
through Bicentennial Park, stopping for
a snack and drink at Milestone 229. From
here, follow the trail south along the river
and into the wilderness of Scioto Audubon Metropark. Don’t miss the Grange
Insurance Audubon Center, a great spot
to view the fall bird migration through
Columbus.
• Battelle Darby Creek Metropark –
On the far west side of Columbus you’ll
find more than 20 miles of hiking trails
winding through 7,000 acres of parkland.
Hike among restored prairies and colorful
woodlands where you can spot a herd of
seven bison.

However you choose to experience the
city, fall/winter is a perfect time for a long
weekend excursion. For more ideas, visit
experiencecolumbus.com/plan.

Hocking Hills
Ohio’s Hocking Hills has long been
known for its breathtaking scenery, relaxed, unplugged getaways and kick-back
cozy cabins, but the region’s food scene
is fast becoming a traveler favorite. Visitors are invited to experience Hocking
Hills’ inviting, casual restaurants serving
their most popular comfort foods during
the second annual Hocking Hills Comfort
Food Cruise, January 24 & 25, January 31
& February 1 and February 7 & 8, 2015.
Comfort Food Cruise tickets are just
$15 and include one comfort food at each
of 10 restaurants, plus a bonus stop at
the Welcome Center for homemade cinnamon rolls and a Comfort Food Cruise
souvenir. Five dollars from each ticket
supports local food banks. No restaurant
reservations are needed, but tickets are
required in order to receive the featured
complimentary comfort food and gift.
Comfort Food Cruise tickets are available
online at www.ExploreHockingHills.com.
In between stops – or after the cruise
enjoy even more of the Hills beauty and

Lehman’s, Kidron
888.438.5346

www.Lehmans.com

P. Graham Dunn,
Dalton
866.922.0306

www.pgrahamdunn.com

Fall is the perfect time to
visit. . . beautiful foliage,
festivals galore and
holiday open houses.

Downtown Wooster
330.262.6222

www.mainstreetwooster.org

Ohio Light Opera
Resident Professional
Company of The
College of Wooster
330.263.2345

www.ohiolightopera.org

The J.M. Smucker
Company Store and
Cafe, Orrville
330.684.1500
www.smuckers.com

Secrest Arboretum
& Gardens, Wooster
330.464.2148
www.secrest.osu.edu

Hampton Inn, Wooster
330.345.4424

www.wooster.hamptoninn.com

Hilton Garden Inn, Wooster

330.202.7701

www.wooster.stayhgi.com

Shisler’s Cheese
House, Orrville
330.682.2105

WWW.WCCVB.COM 1-800-362-6474

www.cheesehouse.com
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Marion, Ohio
Popcorn,
Presidents,
Palace Theatre,
Potting plants
...and so much more!

Fall Into Ohio
experiences. Work up an appetite while
snapping photos of waterfalls frozen in
suspended animation and cave walls
covered in ice beards. Visitors can also
enjoy the area’s fresh air and spectacular
winter landscape with an easy hike to
Ash Cave, or a longer trek to Cedar Falls,
the cavernous Rock House, or any of
the area’s many other gorgeous natural
features. Begin your Cruise at www.ExploreHockingHills.com

Carroll County

• Enjoy Popcorn Festival/Senior Show - Sept. 10-12
• Schedule your Lunch or Dinner with the Presidents
• Tour the Warren G. Harding Presidential Home
• Tour Wyandot Popcorn Museum at Heritage Hall
• Year-round stage presentations at the Palace Theatre
• Team-building and Make-N-Take opportunities

800.371.6688
VisitMarionOhio.COM

A PLEASING PLAN
WWW.

Join us on the
2nd Annual
Comfort Food Cruise
through the Hocking Hills.
Treat yourself to ten
different classic comfort
foods at ten inviting,
casual restaurants on
Jan. 24-25; Jan. 31-Feb. 1
and Feb. 7-8, 2015.

Tickets and details:
ExploreHockingHills.com
or 1-800-HOCKING.
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The rolling hills of East Central Ohio
give Carroll County a source of natural
beauty that has long been appreciated by
visitors and residents alike.
No visit is complete without trying out
the local food. Carrollton, the county seat
has a wide variety of options, from fast
food chains to locally owned restaurants
and diners. Donna’s Deli on the charming
square in downtown Carrollton, is a true
farm to fork restaurant in the middle of
this agricultural community. This will
need to be a lunch stop as it is only open
from 10:30-2:30 Monday through Friday.
Ask Donna to tell you about the daily
special. Waller’s Smokehouse @ Bluebird
Farm Park, is located in a mid 1800’s
farmhouse overlooking gardens and the
scenic Bluebird Farm Park. It feels like
you are miles from civilization but you
are only two blocks from the town square.
After dining visit Susie’s Museum of
Childhood, with its s private collection
of over 1,000 dolls and toys.
The Atwood Lake Region is home to
the Dellroy Drive-In, known for its fried
fish and ice cream. The Lighthouse Bistro at
the West Marina, is a great place to watch
the boats while enjoying contemporary
American cuisine. Atwood Dock Marina
& Grill has a more casual fare but offers
dining over the water on the deck.
Atwood Lake Resort offers two dining
options. The Vistas Dining Room and the
View Lounge offer a full menu while you
gaze at the beauty of the lake.
Taggart’s Ice Cream was established in
the Canton area in 1926, and is now
serving the Magnolia community in the
historic Isaac Miller Inn. Make sure you
save room for their Bittner Sundae or the
“Kitchen Sink” both made with their
own homemade ice cream. Taggart’s
will also make you a flavored sodas and
phosphates!

Loving the Lake Erie Shores & Islands
Celebrate every season on Ohio’s North Coast

O

hio’s Lake Erie Shores &
Islands is a year-round destination welcoming millions of
visitors annually. The region,
located between Toledo and Cleveland,
boasts stunning scenery, a burgeoning
culinary scene, and a rich history. Popular
as a summer getaway with its myriad of
lakefront resorts, thrilling amusements,
and quaint islands, the Lake Erie shore
slows to a relaxing pace for enjoying the
fall and winter seasons.
Autumn at the shore is abundant with
the harvest of produce and wine grapes;
a great time to sample the bounty. The
Lake Erie Shores & Islands wine trail
includes more than a dozen wineries offering a variety of vintages and settings,
from historic cellars to bucolic country
estates and modern tasting rooms. The
nurturing climate of the lakeshore moderates extreme temperatures and makes for
excellent growing conditions.
The region is experiencing a boom in
new, locally-sourced drinking and dining
options. Spirit options range from wine

bars and breweries to cocktail joints. Restaurants can be found to suit any taste,
from quick-service to fine-dining.
The holidays bring yuletide attitude
to the shore region. Holiday activities
include light displays, decorations, and
traditional music and dance performances
to the delight of all. Shores & Islands
resorts welcome families with seasonal
activities and special visitors. Santa even
arrives by ice-breaker in Vermilion, a Lake
Erie coastal community.
Ring in the New Year with one of the
country’s most unique traditions! New
York might have their giant ball, but Port
Clinton has a 600 lb fiberglass walleye
which drops from the sky at the Walleye Madness at Midnight to observe the
beginning of a new year.
When the lake freezes and the chilly
Ohio temperatures hit, you can immerse
yourself in all things winter or pretend
you’re on a tropical getaway. Traditional
winter activities include ice fishing, ice
skating, snowshoeing, and sledding. The
area even honors the season with two ice
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festivals. Warm up with a tasty meal at
one of the area’s many locally-sourced
gourmet eateries, or snuggle up in front
of a fireplace at a cozy lodge suite.
Five indoor waterparks boast 80° temperatures, making it feel like summer
all year long. Castaway Bay, Great Wolf
Lodge, Kalahari, Maui Sands Resort, and
Rain offer amazing indoor waterparks
along with welcoming accommodations,
restaurants, shops, arcades and more.
All-in-one resorts are a fantastic option
if you’re looking to escape the chill of
winter.
Fall and winter are both great times to
take in the area’s historical heritage and
unique collections at such attractions as
the Thomas Edison Birthplace, MerryGo-Round Museum, or Liberty Aviation
Museum. With so much to explore, what’s
not to love?
To plan your fall or winter getaway, log on
to SHORESandISLANDS.com or call 1-800255-3743 and request a Lake Erie Shores &
Islands® Travel Planner with valuable Shore
Savings Card.
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Get a little sand in your soul

F

ollow the birds south to the
heart of Florida’s Emerald
Coast, named the #1 Best
Beach in Florida by U.S. News
& World Report Travel in 2014. Comprised
of Destin, Ft. Walton Beach and Okaloosa
Island, the Emerald Coast offers 24 miles
of snow-white sand beaches and emeraldgreen water. For decades, Canadians have
been lured to this paradise on the Gulf
of Mexico by legendary fishing and golfing, world-class attractions, fresh-caught
seafood and balmy weather. The only
shovel you need when you winter here is
the kind that comes with a sand bucket.
Unlike many beach communities,
there’s more to do here than relax. Known
as “the World’s Luckiest Fishing Village,”
Destin is home to Florida’s largest charter
fishing fleet. Experienced captains take
anglers beyond the shoreline to catch
grouper, amberjack and red snapper. Some
restaurants will even clean and cook your
catch for you!
Emerald Coasting means adventure!
Take in a show at Florida’s Gulfarium, the
world’s oldest continuously operating
live marine center. Experiences offered
here include encounters with stingrays,
sea lions and dolphins. And speaking of
dolphins, dolphin-watching cruises are
very popular with visitors, as are pirate
cruises – some geared specifically toward
adults. Grab your mateys and head out
for adventure on the high seas!

Are you a history buff? Explore the
culture and rich past of the area at the
Baker Block Museum, which features an
1870 log cabin, an old-time post office and
more than 2,000 fascinating artifacts. Or
discover adventure in the sky at the Air
Force Armament Museum, where you can
experience aviation warfare armaments
from World War I right through to today’s
high-tech planes and bombs. You’ll find
an extensive collection of vintage military
aircraft here, including the fastest plane
ever built – the SR-71 Blackbird.
Do you golf? The Emerald Coast offers
a selection of courses designed to meet
the needs of enthusiasts of any skill
level. Kelly Plantation Golf Club, along
the Choctawhatchee Bay, was designed
by Fred Couples and Gene Bates. The
Bermuda greens of this 18-hole course are
large, contoured and smooth, creating a
fun experience for novice golfers, with a
suitable challenge for experienced golfers
on the back tees.
The Choctawhatchee Bay is also home
to Regatta Bay Golf & Country Club. Each
hole is designed to take advantage of the
natural vegetation, with added hazards
that blend into the course flawlessly.
Course designer and former lead architect for Arnold Palmer, Robert C. Walker,
created this 6,894-yard, par-72 course for
players of all skill levels.
Touted for its slope rating of 135 from
the championship tees, Emerald Bay Golf
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Club’s 18-hole course provides a challenge
for golfers as well. Designed by Robert
Cupp, a nationally recognized architect
and former chief designer for Jack Nicklaus, the pine-lined fairways and bay
breezes create a restful setting in which
to enjoy the destination and the sport.
Indian Bayou Golf Club is bordered
by the Gulf of Mexico and the Choctawhatchee Bay, providing spectacular
views as you work your way through an
assortment of nine-hole courses. The
Seminole, Choctaw and Creek courses
offer a unique set of challenges.
If you’d rather carry a shopping bag
than a golf bag, you won’t be disappointed, either. All along the heart of Florida’s
Emerald Coast, unique stores offer visitors extraordinary shopping experiences.
You can take your pick from distinctive
boutiques, traditional malls, charming
downtown areas, enchanting open-air
complexes and picturesque pedestrian
villages. Go-to places for shoppers include
Destin Commons, HarborWalk Village
and downtown Ft. Walton Beach, where
you’ll find shopping, dining, nightlife
and more.
Whether you prefer big-name brands
or unique, locally owned stores, you’ll
find great deals, a wide selection and
friendly service. The natural beauty and
charm at the heart of Florida’s Emerald
Coast have created a haven for artists of
all kinds, so this is a great place to find a
one-of-a-kind souvenir. The art galleries
and antique shops here are filled with
treasures.
The winter months also offer a variety
of special events. All December long,
the area hosts A Very Emerald Christmas,
featuring holiday parades, choir performances, great shopping and more.
Visit emeraldcoasting.com for a complete
events calendar.
There is a great range of accommodation options throughout the area. Hotels
offer the usual amenities and can be great
for those staying for just a few nights.
The large variety of condominiums offers more options for staying close to the
beach, with full kitchens, and one to four
bedrooms per unit. Many offer attractive
rates for extended stays.
Get a little sand in your soul this winter
at the Heart of Florida’s Emerald Coast, one
of Good Morning America’s “Top 10 Most
Beautiful Places.” To plan your escape or
request a travel guide, please visit emeraldcoasting.com or call 800-322-3319.

is snow-white sand.

It’s deep-sea fishing,
world-class golfing, open-air shopping
and fresh seafood restaurants. It’s 24 miles
of snow-white sand beaches. This winter, don’t
just “get away” from the cold – “get to” the Heart of
Florida’s Emerald Coast. Start planning today.

800-322-3319

EmeraldCOASTING.com
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Festive fashion at Vero Beach Outlets
Go hunting for treasure on Florida’s Treasure Coast

W

ith over 55 iconic brands,
Vero Beach Outlets is the
only true outlet destination
on Florida’s Treasure Coast.
Shoppers save up to 65% on their favorite
brands. Check out stores like Restoration
Hardware Outlet, for furniture, lighting, textiles, bathware, and decor. The
Williams-Sonoma Outlet, is the premier
specialty retailer of home furnishings and
gourmet cookware in the United States,
offering high-quality, stylish products for
every room in the house. Wherever you
go, you’re destined to find the hottest
holiday sales, trends and festivities on
your winter wish list.
Vero Beach Outlets is pleased to announce the most recent brands to the
outlet center, including Columbia Sportswear, Levi’s Outlet Store, and opening
November 2014, Christopher & Banks,
featuring comfortable, affordable, casual
women’s clothing.
Headquartered in Portland, Oregon,
Columbia has produced innovative

products for outdoor enthusiasts since
1938. The Levi’s brand epitomizes classic
American style and effortless cool.
This holiday season, as you gather with
loved ones on Thanksgiving, plan to
walk off your meal during the Moonlight
Madness sales event that begins Thanksgiving evening, Thursday, November 27,
at 9 p.m. Join then for their traditional
9 p.m. Preview Party, with center wide
activities, with all stores opening at 10
p.m. and running through Black Friday
until 10 p.m.
For those who enjoy the last-minute

B Y ADELINA IRVINE

frenzy of shopping for loved ones just
before Christmas, Super Saturday weekend is just the ticket. The last weekend
before Christmas – December 20th and
21st, offering the perfect setting to find
just what you need for everyone on your
gift list, including yourself!
Vero Beach Outlets is home to some of
the best known names in fashion, including Justice, the Ann Taylor Factory Store,
Banana Republic Factory Store, Calvin
Klein, Chico’s Outlet, Coach Factory
Store, J. Crew, and Jones New York.
The Treasure Coast’s largest fashion
outlet also offers an onsite ATM, a Food
Court and a Trolley service with stops
throughout the outlet, for your shopping
convenience. Learn about 55+ Club on
Tuesdays, with exclusive discounts for
seniors.
To keep up to date on store openings,
exclusive sales and events throughout
the season, join their Fashion Frugal VIP
program at verobeachoutlets.com and
“Like” them on Facebook.

new brands. new values.

shop us again...
for the first time.
now open:

LEVI’S OuTLET
STOrE
COLumBIa
SpOrTSwEar
opening november:

CHrISTOpHEr
& BaNKS

save up to 65% off at more than
55 iconic brand-name stores
J.CrEw faCTOry • BrOOKS BrOTHErS • TOmmy HILfIGEr
COaCH OuTLET • rESTOraTION HarDwarE OuTLET • LIDS
DOONEy & BOurKE faCTOry STOrE • GymBOrEE OuTLET
wILLIamS-SONOma OuTLET • CHICO’S OuTLET • CaLVIN KLEIN

located on route 60, west of i-95 at exit 147
1824 94 th drive, vero beach, fl 32966
855-GOTOVBO
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The island style of South Carolina’s Fripp Island
Located halfway between Charleston and Savannah, Fripp Island is one of South Carolina’s
unspoiled natural treasures. There’s something magical about being here. Maybe it’s the
sense of isolation that comes from being on an
island. Or the echoes of 17th century pirates,
who are rumored to have hidden their booty
here. The island was named after Captain
Johannes Fripp, a 17th century privateer, who
gave up plundering to live here.
Hollywood has found Fripp Island fascinating
as well. The area around Ocean Creek and the
surrounding tidal marsh was used as a film
location for both Forrest Gump and Disney’s
The Jungle Book.
Deer are common among the stands of
loblolly pine, and moss draped live oak, while
egrets, pelicans and the occasional alligator
inhabit the tidal estuaries. The 3,000-acare
island is a major hatchery for loggerhead
turtles and the entire island is an Audubondesignated bird preserve.
South Carolina’s most seaward barrier
island remains private and uncrowded and
is the perfect haven for families and golfers.
Although cars and trucks are permitted on the
roads, golf carts and bicycles remain the most
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popular mode of transportation.
With two of the highest ranked golf courses
in America and 3 1/2 miles of unspoiled
beach, Fripp Island Golf & Beach Resort offers
a memorable vacation experience. The resort
operates the Beach Club, golf courses and the
Racquet Club, and also manages the largest
selection of rental homes and villas on the
island, ranging from oceanfront to scenic
and golf views. All homes and villas are fully
equipped to be your home away from home.
Diners will find delectable Lowcountry dishes

like She Crab Soup, Lobster Pot Pie and Pecan
Encrusted Grouper in the nine restaurants.
The classic Ocean Point Golf Links was
designed by the legendary golf course designer
George Cobb, and is a true seaside links
course. Ocean Point has been boldly renovated
to take advantage of the sweeping vistas and
now boasts dramatic views of the ocean or
inlet on 10 of the 18 holes. The newer Ocean
Creek Golf Course, was designed by Davis
Love III, and features panoramic views of the
Great Salt Marsh and four ancient rolling dune
lines that come into play. Wildlife is abundant
throughout this picturesque sanctuary and
Golf Magazine named Ocean Creek “one of the
top 10 new courses you can play”.
The Beach Club, features children’s and adult
pools, while the Ocean Creek Cabana Club
in Veranda Beach, offers spectacular views of
Skull Inlet and Pritchard’s Island.
Camp Fripp, a day camp just for kids, offers
tons of activities from learning about the giant
loggerhead turtles to scouring the beach for
shells as dolphins frolic in the abundant sea.
As long as their are islands, the magnificence
of the sunrise over the Atlantic, and the soothing surf, will never lose their appeal.

Vacations of a lifetime come naturally here

On South Carolina’s most beautiful barrier island is a great family
friendly spot for your summer vacation. With two championship
golf courses, tennis, ﬁshing, biking, swimming, Camp Fripp
for kids, unspoiled beaches and more, Fripp Island will turn a
weeklong vacation into memories that will last a lifetime.

855-256-1766

FrippIslandResort.com
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Beyond the beach

destination for a fall golf getaway. The
courses are creatively designed by some
of the greatest names in golf course
design, including Arnold Palmer, Jerry
Pate and Earl Stone. These challenging
and picturesque courses include scenic
coastlines, wetland preserves, rolling
hills, links-style golf, even courses cut
right from an Alabama forest preserve.
Of course, you’ll want to do a little treasure hunting and take home a souvenir
or two, and you’re sure to find that something special at one of the area’s many
specialty shops and boutiques. Serious
shoppers will delight in the bargains and
selection of name-brand retailers found
at the nearby Tanger Outlet center.
To experience the sights, sounds and
tastes of the coast on a grand scale, plan
your trip during one of the fall festivals
and events. The 30th Annual Frank
Brown International Songwriters’ Festival (November 6-16) features Grammy
Award winning songwriters as well as
up and coming artists. Visit during the
7th Annual Oyster Cook-Off (November
7-9) and sample the creations of celebrity
chefs from across the U.S.

The fun doesn’t end when you venture
off the beach. From zip lines and waterparks to mini golf and fishing charters,
there are entertainment choices for everyone. Nature enthusiasts enjoy miles of
walking and biking trails, dolphin cruises,
diving or snorkeling trips, and observing
the banding of migratory birds. History
buffs can step back in time and explore
the area’s rich past at historic Fort Morgan
and the local museums.
The variety of signature golf courses in
Gulf Shores and Orange Beach is second
to none, making the area the perfect

Gulf Shores and Orange Beach offer a
wide selection of accommodations from
beachfront condos and national hotel
chains to private beach houses and fullservice resorts, with accommodations to
fit any budget. Lower seasonal lodging
rates and cooler temperatures make fall
the perfect time for a trip to the Alabama
Gulf Coast.
For more information about all there is
to see and do in Gulf Shores and Orange
Beach, call or go online to request a handy
vacation guide at GulfShores.com.
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Alabama’s Pleasure Island
Gulf Shores & Orange Beach

The region is home to more than 30 milles of beach..

P

icture a perfect day at the beach-blue skies, a gentle breeze and
turquoise waters lapping at the
shore of a sugar-white sand
beach. That’s what the Alabama Gulf
Coast delivers for a fall vacation.
Alabama’s 32 miles of pristine beaches
on the Gulf of Mexico set the scene for
vacation memories that last a lifetime. The
cities of Gulf Shores and Orange Beach
are located on what’s known to locals
as Pleasure Island and that first glimpse
of the beachside condos and smell of
the fresh Gulf air set in motion a sort of
transformation. Life seems to slow down
and worries melt away.
This family-friendly beach destination
has seen generations return year after year
and with so much to see and do, it’s no
wonder. Beyond the beautiful beaches,
there’s a wide variety of activities and, of
course, plenty of fresh seafood.

friendly options with children’s play
areas, making many of them destinations
of their own.

Seafood fresh from the Gulf
As you might expect, seafood is the
centerpiece of dining in Gulf Shores and
Orange Beach and an abundance of restaurants feature the fresh, local seafood.
Area chefs have also garnered attention
for their use of local cheeses and produce
in creating their culinary delights. Several
are included in the Alabama Department
of Tourism’s list of “100 Dishes to Eat in
Alabama Before You Die.” Restaurants
range from relaxed to upscale with
choices for every dining style, including
waterfront locations, open-air restaurants
featuring live entertainment and family44 - CROSSINGS

Take in the view

Suddenly,
you’re in a whole different state of

“kids? What kids?”
“who cares what time it is?”
“hey, is that a dolphin out there?”

The magic begins the moment you mix
uncrowded, sugar-white beaches and
Songwriters’ Festival
November 6 – 16

turquoise water with secluded, affordable

Coastal Christmas
Thanksgiving – New Year’s

accommodations. Come. Be transformed.
GulfShoresOrangeBeach

GulfShores.com/Crossings
800-283-5919

@alabamabeaches
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Come and experience the fun of open air centre shopping
where families can leisurely walk along broad, tree-lined sidewalks, or enjoy a nice cold beverage at our outdoor café.
Unlike enclosed shopping malls, our open air centre creates
an atmosphere that is more relaxing and conductive to a longer
stay while giving you the most unique shopping experience
possible. Windsor Crossing is also proud to be home to the first
public electric (EV) car charging station in the Windsor region!

Mezzo
Look out for a new, more modern Mezzo. Renovations to
the lounge include adding glass partitions and private wine
cellars where customers can lock their private expensive wines,
spirits, etc.
Mezzo is Italian for “middle” and the restaurant is located
in the heart of Erie Street. The menu skillfully combines fresh
seasonal local ingredients. Patrons rave about new menu items
like marinated and grilled Australian lamb served with a guincale
and wild mushroom risotto. Watch out for a newly revamped
seafood menu and dessert menu with pastry chef Charles Liston.
Check out their website www.mezzo.ca for events like Supper Club nights, vegan dinners, wine dinners, fashion shows,
Windsor Symphony and Caesar dinner show packages. Mezzo
is the perfect place to host wedding receptions, showers, corporate and other milestone events. They offer seating for up
to 120 and the lounge area is ideal for cocktail parties or pre
dinner drinks. Don’t forget to book your private or corporate
holiday parties here. Make reservations for your New Year’s
party – two seatings to choose from, as early as 4:00 p.m. or a
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Seasons in Southwestern Ontario

W

hether you’re looking for trendsetting fashions,
or a new bauble to wear around your neck or
finger, Southwestern Ontario has your shopping
Mojo covered like no place else. It doesn’t matter
whether you finish your shopping months ahead, or are prone
to panic-attack purchasing at the last minute, your shopping
choices are as endless as your imagination.
The region’s ethnic diversity is reflected in a wide range
of dining options. Enjoy authentic cuisines from Italian and
Middle Eastern, to Indian and Asian. And here shopping is
entertainment with a purpose.
Dozens of boutiques, galleries and bistros are ready to cater
to your passion for fashion, cool drinks, and fine dining. It’s
big city style, with down home prices and small town service.

Windsor Crossing
Windsor Crossing is one of the most exciting retail developments in Southwestern Ontario. Their collection of premium
brand names are specifically tailored to designer fashion,
athletic apparel, shoes and home accessories, among others.
With over 40 stores to choose from, Windsor Crossing has
something for everyone.
Ardene is a one-stop-shop for complete fashionable outfits
for girls at affordable prices. Carter’s-Osh Kosh Canada, is home
of the world’s best denim for kids! For a complete list of stores
visit www.windsorcrossing.com. Experience the thrill of the
hunt, then relax after your shopping excursion at Vital Therapy,
offering chiropractic, massage therapy and laser treatments,
or enjoy the specialty beverages and cuisine at Caffé Mondo.
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THE BEST WAY TO SPREAD

holiday
cheer
IS saving big on designer gear!
visit windsorcrossing.com for our extended holiday hours
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late seating at 9:00 p.m.
In February, treat your sweetheart to a
romantic Valentines evening complete
with champagne. They can also customize
a menu to suit your specific needs and
budget and catering for any occasion.
Owner Filip Rocca and new partner
Darcy King have succeeded in bringing
their restaurant/lounge concept to the
forefront of the local culinary scene by
combining Northern and Southern Italian cuisine with global influences.King, a
Windsor native, is a Canadian entrepreneur and philanthropist. He brings nearly
20 years of experience in the automotive
industry, which has proven invaluable
in his becoming a young owner & CEO,
of multiple companies in the industry.

A La Mode
Fashion is their passion and at A La
Mode, it’s all about making the shopping
experience comfortable, personable and
affordable. They can dress you from head
to toe carrying accessories like handbags,
shoes and jewelry.
Clothing lines include fashion forward
labels like Joseph Ribkoff, Animale, Tiney
Bowls, Montage, Rock ‘N Karma, and Simon Chang. Coco-Bella, a new line from
Italy, features very romantic and feminine

lace and cotton dresses and tops.
Their Desigual, Sandwich and Mado
collection is just outstanding along
with Spanner coming under a new label
Inspired.
A La Mode is located at 52 Richmond
St. in Amherstburg and 386 Dougall Ave.
in Windsor. Alternations are done on site
at the Amherstburg location.

Franco Angileri Designs Ltd
Angileri Designer Fashions in the heart
of Windsor’s Little Italy encompasses the
best of Designer Fashions from around the
world for both men and women. Angileri
offers a unique selection of casual day
wear, evening wear and one of the best
selections of designer coats and jackets.
New designer collections this year
include Blak 1 with sculptured Black
Dresses featuring black slits and cape
effects a la Oscars. Very elegant! And
from Italy Lorelai Scarbi and Il Vento E
La Seta offering mixtures of knit, leather
and taffeta creating interesting textured
designs and oversized sweaters and tunics,
dresses and coats.
European designs from Mado and Caty
Lesca feature cream, black and indigo
blue knits in long sweaters, coats and
cropped tops and sweaters over metallic
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lycra pants and leggings.
Angileri carries a unique avante garde
line in Rock ‘ N Karma. Knit co-ordinates
featuring geometric prints in copper, red
and black. Sexy and edgy knit and sequin
tops, jackets, capes and dresses completes
the line. Georgia N. from Italy offer
cashmere and fun fur capes and jackets.
Accessories in silk, cashmere and fur knit
scarves and embossed leather and sequin
handbags. Franco does not just sell you
the clothes, he fits you! Located at 814
Erie St. East in Windsor. Open Monday
– Saturday, 9am to 5pm.

Artisan Grille
Artisan Grill, the premium casual
restaurant in Amherstburg is about to
celebrate their two year anniversary. The
Fall/Winter season around the Artisan is
exciting. The Fall Fusion Feature Menu
is sure to delight with items like Warm
Spinach Salad, Pork Confit, Pumpkin
and Veal Osso Buca. Artisan continues
to keep the food quality at the highest
level. With the rustic warm atmosphere
and kind genuine service it always seems
to be a great experience. You can stop by
the lounge and have a cup of one of their
specially coffees next to the fire place. The
beautiful hard wood floors and exposed
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Ontario
stone wall make you feel very cozy.
Throughout the Fall and Winter season
many people book holiday parties with
family, friends and coworkers. The Artisan sells out of tickets for it’s four coarse
dinner on New Years eve and Valentines
when Executive Chef Matthew Johnston
designs a superb specialty menu.
With a menu that continues to interest
people and a warm inviting atmosphere
you often find the grill busy so they recommend making reservations to ensure
they can accommodate your party.
The wine menu continues to offer
affordable options to a elegant evening
with a variety of local and international
wines. True hospitality is always offered
at Artisan Grill. So have a happy Fall and
Winter season and make your way in for
an experience you won’t forget.

B-Vogue
B-Vogue markets to fashion-conscious
women who choose a modern, dynamic
style that is easy to use and at the same
time, highlights quality and elegance.
Relocated to their new location, 1614
Lesperance Rd, Tecumseh ON, in the
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Ontario
Tecumseh Towne Centre.
Along with the new location comes new
lines. “Pois” is fresh on the heels of the
latest trends. Made in Italy fast-fashion
brand for the woman who is not afraid
to express herself and amaze with her
individual look. The brand‘s motto “Work
hard, play hard and think positive”.
Oblique places a high value on fostering
innovative technologies. Elegance and
well-being, through free-form shapes and
fascinating in a relationship with your
body, loose and uninhibited. A unique
style, refined, perfectly in harmony with
the life of every day.
Other lines include Waggon, Susy Mix,
and Sandro Ferrone. One of their best
selling lines Sandro Ferrone is famous
for their fit and is appropriate for every
age and occasion.

Shoe Box
Claudine Thibodeau established the
original Windsor Shoe Box store in
downtown Windsor in 1989. The store’s
exceptional service, trendy fashions and
quality European and Canadian-made
shoes and bags have kept loyal customers

returning season after season.
Located at 1614 Lesperance Rd., in
the Tecumseh Towne Centre, Shoe Box
is known for having the highest quality
shoes and handbags in the industry. Taking their inspiration from international
celebrities and style-mavens, brands include H & V leather goods from Montreal,
Italian-made boots by Aquatalia (worn
by Princess Kate Middleton), shoes from
House of Harlow by Nicole Ritchie and
many more. Indulge yourself with the
ultimate comfort and style of Naot shoes
and boots which are also offered on line
at www.shoeboxcanada.ca.
Claudine is not only well known for her
well fitting shoes, she offers her clientele
accessories like Canadian–made Karen
Wilson purses, hand bags by Christopher
Kon , Portolano gloves – pure leather and
Flake brand cotton tights from Germany.
Don’t forget to check out her new line
of ponchos and shawls that will be your
cosy autumn essential. Look forward to
renovations in the New Year.

Kingsville
Kingsville’s Fantasy of Lights is one of
the area’s most beloved family events.
Lakeside Park is magically transformed
in to a sea of colorful displays. Christmas

carols, hot chocolate, light snacks, crafts,
souvenirs welcome all who are ready to
awaken their holiday spirit.
A Festival and Events Ontario Top
100 Festival, the 22nd Annual Fantasy
of Lights takes place between November
15th, 2014 and January 8th, 2015.
The official start happens immediately
after the Kingsville Santa Claus Parade,
when Santa arrives at the park to host
the Annual Flick of The Switch, turning
on the lights and kick off the celebration.
The Annual Santa Claus Parade features
fabulously lit floats from area businesses
and organizations, and of course the
guests of honour Santa and Mrs. Claus.
Before the parade, the ever popular
Dinner with Santa, draws sold out crowds
all of whom were treated to a hearty meal
and a visit with Santa.
Opening night celebrations feature a
spectacular fireworks display, and the official lighting of the over 220 Christmas
displays in beautiful Lakeside Park. The
popular activities during the festival
include Fantasy Express Train Rides every
weekend in the park, a Senior’s Christmas
Dance, and children’s activities. Enjoy a
hot chocolate in Christmas Ginger Bread
House, or come out to Lakeside Park Pa-

SHOP • DINE • STAY • DISCOVER

Kingsville, Ontario

Photo courtesy of Randy Holland

Canada’s Southernmost Town
1-844-554-KING
kingsville.ca
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vilion for the Sip & Shop Holiday Nights.
Browse the local artisans’ work, sip some
of the best wines in the world, and stroll
and admire the winter season. For further
information about theFantasy of Lights,
please visit www.fantasyoflights.ca.The
Kingsville Christmas House Tour takes place
November 22-23 with selected homes
beautifully trimmed for the season. With
the assistance of local florists, designers
and decorators, the homes are decked
out with festive trims and greenery to
delight the eye and stimulate the senses.

Sarnia-Lambton
The holiday shopping season is quickly
approaching and Sarnia-Lambton is
where you’ll want to shop. We invite
you to browse the eclectic shops and
boutiques that thrive in the revitalised
downtown streets of Sarnia, Grand Bend,
Forest and Petrolia. Spend your weekend
here dining, unwinding and searching for
the perfect gift.
Crafters unite at the Annual Lambton
Fall Colour Craft Festival in October. This
two-day craft festival features over 100
craftspeople from across Southwestern
Ontario. It is also the largest fundraising
event for the Lambton Heritage Museum.
You will find a large craft sale offering

country decorating accessories, folk art,
woodworking, fine art, photography,
children and ladies clothing, jewelry,
stained glass, pottery and more.
Foodies will be impressed by the bounty
of our County. Make a stop at the Forest
Glen Herb Farm and enjoy a walk through
the organic herb gardens and rustic shop.
The scent and sight of beautifully dried
flowers and herbs will greet you upon
entrance to the charmingly restored 140
year old barn. Organically grown herbs,
teas, flower arrangements and spice mixes
are available for purchase.
Looking for something exotic? Visit
an alpaca farm and custom mill where
natural fibres are processed into felt and
spun yarn. Alpaca fibre is naturally soft,
durable, luxurious and silky. You can take
home socks, mittens, and hand woven
rugs as gifts for everyone on your list.
Three area wineries create a variety of
product in Lambton County. Twin Pines
Orchards & Cider House is an Estate
Winery in Thedford with award-winning
apple wines and ciders, pies, preserves
and more. Munro Honey & Meadery in
Alvinston has produced honey for 100
years, and their premium meads have
won international acclaim. In Plympton-

navigate
great
TO

Wyoming, Alton Farms Estate Winery
offers a variety of wines produced from
locally-grown grapes. This fall will see
the release of their 2013 Merlot, 2013
Baco Noir/Petite Verdot and 2013 Foch/
Chambourcin Rose.
The annual Celebration of Lights kicks
off on Nov. 21 with fanciful displays &
thousands of lights. A 72 foot arch over
Front Street, lights up Centennial Park.
So, mark the calendar with a reminder
“Let’s visit Sarnia-Lambton” on the dates
you’ve booked for your weekend getaway.
In the meantime, visit www.tourismsarnialambton.com/crossings or call toll free
1-800-265-0316 for more information.

Chatham-Kent
Chatham-Kent is a Municipality which
includes several rural communities within
a 25 minute drive from downtown Chatham. Across the eclectic landscape of
Chatham-Kent’s 23 communities visitors
will enjoy unique dinning, shopping
boutiques, historical museums, entertainment and seasonal outdoor adventures.
Visitors find Chief Tecumseh’s fateful
battlefield, Uncle Tom’s Cabin, reflections
of an 1860s oil boomtown and artifacts
from the oldest village in southwestern
Ontario.
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EDWARD

CENTRAL
LAMBTON

ST.CLAIR
RIVER
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TIMES

TOURISM
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LET US GUIDE YOU THROUGH
OUR VACATION PLAYGROUND!

Lambton
County
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CELEBRATE
the
of our
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call or click for your FREE travel guide and map

also available at visitor centres in southwestern ontario

1.800.265.0316

tourismsarnialambton.com/crossings
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Ontario
Here are a few suggestions for exploring Chatham-Kent this fall and winter!
For the wine connoisseurs visit Early
Acres Estate Winery located in a beautiful country setting. Enjoy the refreshing
tastes of the wines made from grapes and
other fruits grown right here.
Beer drinkers will delight in Bayside
Brewing Company in Erieau. It’s ChathamKent’s first micro-brewery. Their local
beer can be purchased to take home or
enjoy a cold one while dining in the 60seat restaurant overlooking the beauty
of Rondeau Bay.
The RetroSuites Hotel in downtown
Chatham is the place to stay! Thirty
four individually designed suites have
been bringing hip, SoHo-style, elegance
and imagination to your overnight experience. If you love bold colors, shiny
chrome, and vivid patterns, the Chromee-Delic suite is for you.
Whether you are spending the night or
just shopping downtown the Chilled Cork
Restaurant & Lounge offers an experience
that inspires Chatham locals and travelers alike. Chatham is the perfect place

for any dining experience with several
restaurants serving foods from a variety
of different cultures.
Visit the ladies and men’s fashion
boutiques, gift shops and experience
great customer service. Chatham and
the surrounding communities that make
up Chatham-Kent are home to many
unique shopping destinations. Birdie’s
Nest, Gentry Manor and The Glasshouse
Nursery and Garden Centre in Chatham,
Harvest Moon in Dresden, Thoroughly
Painted Quarters Mennonite Furniture
and Parks Blueberries and Country Store
in Thamesville are just some of the unique
retail delights. Visit the quaint shops
and restaurants that line James Street of
Wallaceburg along the scenic Sydenham
River. If antiques are what you are looking for, there are several in the the area.
For your entertainment the St. Clair
College Capitol Theatre features many
events and theatre for children and adults
throughout the year. Located in the heart
of downtown Chatham, the theatre first
opened as a movie house in 1930, and
has been magically transformed into a
first-rate live entertainment venue.
The Mary Webb Centre in Highgate
offers a music concert series and an art

54 - CROSSINGS

gallery to engage and inspire performing and visual arts with a historical and
architecturally significant heritage venue.
OLG Slots at Dresden Raceway offers over
140 slot machines, free on-site parking,
dining and a licensed bar.
For those who like the great outdoors
there is hiking and cross country skiing through the three provincial parks.
Chatham-Kent’s location along the main
migratory bird route offers a selection of
waterfowl to hunt in several protected
areas throughout Chatham-Kent. Professional guide services can take visiting
hunters to area where certain species are
prevalent. With Chatham-Kent located on
the shores of Lake Erie and Lake St. Clair,
fishing is a popular sport in all seasons.
Mitchell’s Bay is known for ice fishing.
The RM Classic Car Exhibit in nearby
Blenheim, features one of the largest
public exhibits of rare cars in North
America. Knowledgeable guides lead visitors through the 37,000 sq. ft. facility and
a series of viewing windows let you follow
RM’s team of experts as they painstaking
restore classic automobiles.
There is so much to do here and we invite you to come and stay a while. Check
them out at www.visitck.ca.

401
402
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B Y GAIL MERO-O’NEIL

Ayurveda Treatment.

God’s Own Country

K

erala clings like a banana
leaf to the southwestern
coast of the Indian peninsula. Green and serene, this
narrow strip of land between the Western
Ghats and the beaches of the Arabian Sea
is known as God’s Own Country.
The land ranges from dense tropical
forest, fertile plains, coconut palm fringed
beaches, rocky coasts, and an intricate
maze of rivers and backwaters. The exotic
spices of the fabled Malabar Coast have
lured foreigners for centuries, while the
Blue Mountains of the Western Ghats are
home to numerous hill stations.
Sea trade began with the Phoenicians,
who were followed by merchants from
Greece, Rome, Arabia and China. St.
Thomas the Apostle came here in the
first century AD; and by the time the
Portuguese arrived in 1516, they found
a thriving Christian community that had
never heard of the Pope.
Known as the “Gateway to Kerala”,
Kochi is an enchanting city with an
eclectic variety of influences. The archi-

tecture and historical sites in Fort Kochi
include St. Francis Church, the first
European church in India. Portuguese

Munmar.

56 - CROSSINGS

explorer Vasco da Gama was buried here
in 1524, although his body later removed
to Portugal. You can also catch a Kathakali
dance performance at the Kerala Kathakali
Center or a soothing treatment at the
Agastyatheeram Ayurvedic Center.
Sandwiched between the mountains
and sea, Kerala has evolved a unique
culture with a variety of influences. The
region has its own language, Malayalam,
and its 100 percent literacy rate, is the
highest in all of India. Women enjoy
a high social status, thanks in part to
Kerala’s traditional matrilineal system.
One of the most tranquil and relaxing
things you can do in Kerala is take a trip
in a houseboat along the palm-fringed
Kerala canals, known as the backwaters.
Known as kettuvallams, these traditional barges were once used to carry rice
and spices to Kochi along more than 500
miles of interconnected backwater rivers,
canals and lagoons.
Freshly cooked fish curry and chilled
beer on board the barge complete the
experience and you can even spend a
blissful night out on the middle of a lake.
The annual Elephant March takes place
each January, with hundreds of caparisoned elephants. Onam takes place in
August and September and is a celebration
of Kerala’s harvest. The week long festival
includes decorating of homes, and dancing to greet the idols of King Mahabali,
whose legendary rule signifies prosperity.
Among the highlights are the snake boat
races, which take place in at Kottayam,
Aranmula and Payidpad.

Kathakali, the spectacular dance-drama
draws on the rich heritage of Hindu epics. Costumed dancers reenact tales of
gods, heroes and demons in chant and
dance. The postures and positions of
Kalaripayattu are thought to be the basis
for many of today’s martial arts.
The Napier Museum is located in the
capital city of Thiruvananthapuram. The
building is an architectural gem combining traditional Kerala styles with Chinese
and Mughal influences. The elaborately
carved balconies are linked together
with red and white lattice work and the
interior features pink and blue stripes and
scalloped arches painted banana yellow.
Kovalam Beach, located near southern
edge of the city, offers miles of the fine
sand beaches washed by the boundless blue of the Arabian Sea. Nearby is
Kovalam Grove, a beach village with 42
air-conditioned “kudils” or cottages set
in a grove of lush palm trees.
At the Yoga and Health Centre, you can
learn yoga and transcendental meditation
from the masters. You can also try the
rejuvenating Ayurvedic massages and oil
baths. Ayurveda means “the knowledge
of life” and its origins date back more
than 5,000 years.

The Periyar Wildlife Sanctuary at Thekkady, is one of India’s major wildlife
preserves. The drive to Thekkady itself
is enchanting as the road winds through
tranquil countryside, rich plantations
and thick jungles. The silence of the clear
skies is broken only by the call of koels,
a type of cuckoo.
Periyar is known for its elephants, and
elephant rides through the jungle are a
popular pastime. So are the boat safaris
with the lake being particularly captivating at sunset.
Kerala’s climate varies little from season to season with temperature ranging
between 80 to 90 F in the plains and 70 F
in the highlands. Rainfall is heavy during
the June through September monsoons,
and annual rainfall averages around 118
inches annually.
Varkala Beach will take your breath
away. A winding stretch of cliff offers
views that extend over the Arabian Sea.
A paved footpath runs the length of the
cliff, bordered by coconut palms, quaint
shops, beach shacks and guest houses.
Nestled at the base of the cliff is a long
stretch of sparkling beach.
Wayanad is a bright green mountainous
region that stretches along the Western

Ghats. Coconut palms, thick forests,
paddy fields, and lofty peaks dot the landscape. One of the least commercialized
destinations in Kerala, popular attractions
include trekking to Chembra Peak and
scenic Meenmutty Falls, exploring old
Jain temples, climbing to the Edakkal
Caves, and wildlife spotting at Muthanga
and Tholpetty Wildlife Sanctuaries where
the green hills seem to roll on forever
like an ocean after a storm.
If you enjoy tea, a visit to Munnar is
a must! The beautiful hill station was a
favorite summer resort of the British.
The Kundale Tea Plantations surround
a picturesque lake, you can watch being
picked and processed, and to try fresh
tea straight from the gardens. The area is
blessed with the natural beauty of winding lanes, misty hills, and forests full of
exotic plants and wildlife. The strobilanthus, a blue flower which blooms only
every 12 years, is found in this region
Adventure enthusiasts can trek to
Anamudi, the highest peak in south India,
and meet the friendly mountain goats
in Eravikulam National Park, or go rock
climbing and paragliding. If you want
to get away from it all, try a stay at one
of the plantation bungalows.

Luxury barges ply more than 500 miles of backwaters.
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B Y ADELINA IRVINE

Happy Holidays from New York’s State’s
Enchanted Mountains & Niagara Falls USA

M

ake your Christmas be Merry
and Bright by beating the
shopping rush of the department stores and heading to
one of the Enchanted Mountains’ “down
home” Christmas events! Who needs
the hustle and bustle of the unfriendly
malls when you could enjoy your time at
a comfy, cozy town festival, finding the
most unique and thoughtful gifts as well?
The Enchanted Mountains in Cattaraugus
County are Naturally Yours to Enjoy!
While the thrill of Black Friday may be
fun, others will warm up to the Routes to
Art Holiday Sale in Holiday Valley. Here
you will find over 20 of the area’s finest
artists gathered under one roof on November 16th. Whether you are looking
for a gift that is personal or artistic, it
will be here with many cash and carry
items like cards, books, prints, jewelry,
pottery, ornaments and so much more.
Relax while you shop to the sounds of live
music and sipping on hot chocolate for
a pleasant shopping experience.
Take the whole family to Randolph,
NY on December 5th and 6th for all the
trimmings of a perfect holiday. The kids
will enjoy seeing Santa make a special

appearance in the parade, or stopping
by the Cookie House for delicious treats.
Mom can slip away to the Holiday Craft
Show at the School, or to one of the cute
shops “downtown” offering plenty of
shopping opportunities.
Spend time together and get the feel
of community at the “Eat & Meet in the

Covered bridge Allegany State Park.
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Streets” where you can say “hi” and grab
lunch or pay remembrance to loved ones
at the Memory Tree Ceremony.
Salamanca hosts their own festival,
“Silver Bells in the City” held in honor of
Ray Evans, a Salamanca native and a pop
lyricist who teamed up with the composer
Jay Livingston for the beloved Christmas
song, “Silver Bells”. All day events in the
town of Salamanca on December 6th include a Holiday Craft Show with more than
50 vendors, Santa stops, a holiday dance
recital, the annual Cattaraugus County’s
Got Talent Semi-Finals and movies at the
historic Ray Evans Theater.
Still stumped for ideas to bring the family together for the Christmas season or
to get that special gift? How about tickets
to a holiday celebration by Kit’s Interactive Theater on December 4th. Enjoy her
witty humor as the audience interacts
and becomes a part of the show at the
Regina A. Quick Center in St. Bonaventure.
The Olean Theater Workshop will be
presenting “Every Christmas Story Ever
Told.” Head over to the Washington Street
Theatre in Olean on December 4-7 for a
fast, furious, and slightly irreverent look at
the holiday classics and traditions we all
remember. From Frosty, to Rudolph and
the Grinch, to It’s A Wonderful Life, no
pop culture holiday icon is spared in this
whirlwind of holiday merriment, including every carol ever sung and traditions
from around the world, all in 90 minutes!
If you have a music lover in your
family then consider a trip to see Lynyrd
Skynyrd (November 29th) or Lorrie Morgan
(December 3-7) at the 2,400-seat Seneca

Large in NY

Climb rocks the
size of a house at
Thunder Rocks
in Allegany State
Park ... NY's Largest
State Park

High Flying
Fun at Sky High
Adventure Park ...
NY's Largest Aerial Park

Griffis Sculpture
Park ... one of the largest
in the USA

Naturally Yours to Enjoy!

EnchantedMountains.com
1-800-331-0543
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Allegany Events Center in Salamanca.
The casino at Seneca Allegany features
a wide selection of gaming options with
40 different table games, including all the
hottest casino picks like blackjack, roulette, craps, mini-baccarat, and a number
of different poker variants.
Some of the casino’s popular dining
options include the Western Door, an
award-winning steak house and the
Thunder Mountain Buffet.
The perfect way to end the holiday
season is the Torchlight Parade Ceremony
at Holiday Valley. Brave the cold for this
magical event that invites visitors to participate, or watch from the deck as skiers
make their way down the slopes with
flares, all followed by fireworks! Music,
games, and contests are held inside the
Lodge for those who need to come in and
warm up for a while!
So try something new this year, before the New Year, by coming to one of
Cattaraugus County’s towns for family
fun and superior shopping experiences
without hassle; we’re sure you will be
back again next year!
For more information on any of these events
go to www.EnchantedMountains.com or call
1-800-331-0543.

Holiday Inn Express
The Holiday Inn Express® Hotel &
Suites Salamanca embraces the spirit
and natural splendor of the Enchanted
Mountain Region. Hotel guests can enjoy
the scenery along the Amish Trail and in
Allegany State Park, which is practically in
their backyard. Golf, skiing, snowboarding, ZipLining, and the Mountain Coaster
are all within a 10 minute drive away.
Located in the Sky High Adventure Park
at Holiday Valley, the Mountain Coaster
is similar to a roller coaster built on a
mountain. Riders sit in a “car” attached
to rails that pulls you up the hill, then
spirals back down.
Take some time to the Mager Mountain
Alpaca Farm where you can interact with
an Alpaca as well as hold any babies.
They also have a So Soft Shop with many
Alpaca items to take home with you from
mittens, to rugs, to hats and sweaters and
much more.
The hotel is also just down the street
from Seneca Allegany Casino and Seneca
Gaming and Entertainment, both of
which provide free, 24-hour shuttles to
hotel guests.
A recent multi-million dollar renova-

Stay and Play

tion includes amenities like free highspeed wireless internet, a heated indoor
pool, a whirlpool and fitness center can
help you relax at the end of the day.
Every room now has a refrigerator and
microwave. The fresh new colors, the
comfortable beds, everyone is saying they
have had the best nights sleep that they
have had in a very long time. Plus the
entire hotel is now non smoking.
A Deluxe Continental Breakfast is included in your room rate and everyone
loves the homemade pancakes. What a
great way to begin your day. There is even a
complimentary laundry facility and your
room rate is exempt from taxes because
the hotel owners are Native American.
The spacious lobby features comfortable chairs, a stone fireplace and decor
reflective of the Seneca Nation.
It’s an affordable, comfortable hotel for
the family, and guests are made to feel
welcome by the friendly and dedicated
staff. The property is ranked number one
in their geographic group of Holiday Inn
Express’s, with overall satisfaction scores
above 90 percent, and they strive to stay
that way. They rank number 16 out of
over 2,000 Holiday Inn Express locations
world wide.

779 BROAD ST., SALAMANCA, NY
P: 716.945.7600 • F: 716.945-7200
HISALAMANCA1@AOL.COM
68 Clean & Comfortable Guest Rooms
Whirlpool Suites with Kitchenettes
Complimentary Deluxe Continental Breakfast
Featuring Delicious “Cinnamon Rolls”
Indoor Pool, Whirlpool, and Fitness Center
In-Room Coffee Maker, Refrigerator, Microwave,
Dataport, HD Flat Screen, Hair Dryer,
Iron and Ironing Board
FREE Guest Laundry
FREE Wi-Fi

1-800-HOLIDAY

WWW.HIEXPRESS.COM

H ALL ROOM RATES TAX EXEMPT H
NO PENALTY FEES IF CANCELLED BY
6:00 P.M. DAY OF ARRIVAL
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The IHG Rewards Club program is a
wonderful way to earn points towards
complimentary room nights and airline
miles at any one of 4,700 hotels.

Niagara USA
With over 750,000 gallons of water
flowing over the Falls each second, it’s
no wonder Niagara Falls attracts over
eight million visitors each year. When
you cross the border into Niagara USA
the holiday lights will welcome you to
a winter wonderland of cheer. Find the
perfect item for everyone on your list and
take some time to enjoy a great dinner.
For savings on unique gift ideas,
visit the Fashion Outlets Niagara Falls
USA (1900 Military Rd., Niagara Falls,
N.Y. 14304, fashionoutletsniagara.com).
Located only five minutes from the Falls
and Seneca Niagara Resorts & Casinos,
expose yourself to 150 designer outlets
offering fantastic savings on name brand
apparel with up to 75 percent off. Enjoy
huge savings at Coach, Burberry, Banana
Republic, Michael Kors, Hugo Boss, 2b
Bebe, Kate Spade, Saks Fifth Ave, Nike
and much more!
Niagara USA’s River Region offers Main
Street shopping at its best. Independently
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owned shops and art galleries in historic
villages. Main St. in Youngstown, Center
St. in Lewiston and Buffalo St. in Sanborn
will charm you with antiques, collectibles
and one of a kind finds. Visit niagara-usa.
com for more information.
Step back into time in North Tonawanda, where a renaissance is happening.
Located where the Niagara River feeds
into the historic Erie Canal, this sleepy
community welcomes visitors with small
town charm and a bustling itinerary for
all to do.
Work off breakfast and support the local
economy, by shopping at area boutiques
like Hip Gypsy (78 Webster St., North
Tonawanda, N.Y.), where an eclectic and
diverse mix of merchandise and wares
will appeal to all ages. Browse vintage
and original jewelry designs, hip clothing, an Amish pantry, artwork, garden
tools, and more. Add some glimmer to
your garden and take a class at Gleam and
Glimmer Stained Glass Studio (34 Webster
St., North Tonawanda, N.Y.). Continue
to DIY and make lip balm at Martinsville
Soapworks (88 Webster St., N.Y.).
Remington Tavern & Seafood Exchange
(184 Sweeney St., North Tonawanda, N.Y.,
remingtontavern.com)
is housed in a
Page
1

historic brick building that was originally
named “Power House #4” in 1895 and was
a trolley barn for the city’s street trolleys
is now an upper-scale casual restaurant.
Or if you are looking for something more
international head to the other end of
Webster Street for Webster’s Bistro and
Bar (102 Webster St., North Tonawanda,
N.Y., webstersbistro.com) serving French
specialties including escargots, Beef Bourguignon and of course beignets!
Other area attractions include the
Aquarium of Niagara, Old Fort Niagara
and the Seneca Niagara Casino, featuring
147,000 square feet of gaming space with
4,000 slot machines and 100 table games,
10 restaurants, live entertainment and a
AAA Four Diamond Award-winning hotel.
Be sure to sign up for your free Seneca
Player’s Club Card. And what trip to the
Falls would be complete without stopping
by the Daredevil Museum and seeing first
hand the barrels used to go over one of
the wonders of the world.
For more information, including packages,
accommodations and year-round attractions,
visit niagara-usa.com, or on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram @niagarafallsusa.

You Go Girl!

...to Niagara USA for a wonderful girlfriend getaway!

Absolutely nothing is more satisfying than a girlfriend getaway with friends! The
perfect itinerary for such an adventure begins with some real power shopping at
everyone's favorite destination, the Fashion Outlets of Niagara Falls. Of course,
no girlfriend getaway would be complete without the excitement of gaming at
the Seneca Niagara Casino, and then pampering yourself in their luxurious spas.
A glorious girlfriend getaway is waiting for you right now in Niagara USA!

To book your fab weekend in Niagara USA visit niagara-usa.com
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B Y MANTAN DOUGLAS

Coming to a flat screen near you
High tech TVs are getting bigger and smarter

R

emember a time when flying
cars and flat TVs that could
hang on the wall were the
distant fantasies of the future?
In fact the Boob Tube derived its name
from the huge cathode ray tube that
supplied the picture. While “where’s my
flying car” has become a punch line for
the supposed failure of technology to
match our utopian visions of the future,
flat screen TV have more than delivered
on their promise.
Flat screen TVs are getting bigger and
cheaper with 60 and 70-inch screens
becoming ubiquitous in many homes.
But that doesn’t mean bigger is always
better. A number of new TV technologies
are coming soon to a flat screen near you.
Plasma TV technology is notable for its
high contrast ratios but unfortunately,
plasma TVs are rapidly going the way of
the VCR. Until recently, displaying deep
blacks on LCDs has been a problem. Local
dimming technology solves this problem
by dimming the backlight in areas where
the screen should be dark.
Consumer Reports says that OLED is the
best display technology, as it combines
the best features of plasmas and LCDs.
The emerging technology they say is
“really going to shake up the television
industry”.

OLED screens are incredibly thin because no backlighting is required. OLED
stands for organic light-emitting diodes.
Organic refers to the layer of carbon
film, which emits light when hit with an
electric current.
“What we like about OLED is that it
delivers on the deep black levels and
unlimited viewing angles that we’ve come
to expect from the best plasmas,” said
Claudio Ciacci from Consumer Reports.
“At the same time it delivers on the power
efficiency, super-thin bezel design and
also the bright picture that we’ve come
to expect from LCD TVs.”
Aside from the price, which starts
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around $3,500, the major downside of
OLED screens is that they are hard to
manufacture in TV sizes and the technology isn’t readily adapted for the new
Ultra HD 4k standard. LG’s OLED TVs
addresses the issue by adding a fourth
color — white — to the traditional red,
green, blue color pallet offered by high
definition TVs. LG prices its 65-inch
curved OLED with 4K Ultra HD resolution
at a staggering $12,000.
This has caused companies like Sony
to proclaim that the TV of the future
is 4K. Also known as UHD, these TVs
deliver four times as much detail as the
now standard 1080p HD. While 3D TV
hasn’t progressed much past a gimmick,
a 4K display can reveal an astonishing
amount of nuance and detail. Right now,
the lack of content is the only thing that
might keep buyers from investing in a
new 4K screen.
Samsung meanwhile is trying to stay
ahead of the curve with its curved TVs
ranging from 48 to 105 inches. The
105-inch version is the world’s biggest
curved TV on the market. According
the manufacturer, these screens, “wrap
around you” and “provide a uniquely
immersive viewing experience”. Samsung
has also added bells and whistles like
“Multi-View” technology that allows two
people to watch something different on
the same screen using special glasses with
built in earbuds. The trouble with the
curve is these displays are very hard to
mount on a wall. It also has a sweet spot
for viewing angles. If you watch such TVs
from off-angles, the picture sometimes
looks warped.
Smart TVs offer advanced connectivity
to perform advanced applications such as
internet browsing, online gaming, apps
and streaming media and social networking. The problem is Smart TVs just aren’t
that smart. Most have software made by
TV manufacturers and often the interfaces
feel clunky and dated. It is estimated that
only 10% of Smart TV owners have used
the web browser. Many experts recommend buying a dumb TV and connecting
a separate set-top-box that you can update
is a better idea.
Just like the Betamax 3D TV now appears destined for the scrap heap. Turns
out watching 3D TV is a big hassle
requiring special glasses. Some viewers
complain of eyestrain, headaches and
even migraines. The other big problem
is the lack of 3D programming. You can
only watch Avatar so many times.
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