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A poster child for the golden era of Detroit, 
this 1970 Plymouth Superbird stands head 
and shoulders above nearly every classic.

The land of gods and godesses.
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ith the kids back in school, 
memories of summer 
will fade quickly as the 
mercury begins to dip. 

Ward off the coming chill by planning 
a trip to Central Florida’s Polk County. 
Conveniently located between Orlando 
and Tampa, and an easy drive to Florida’s 
famous beaches. The area is sunny and 
warm nearly year-round.  

Put that incredible weather to good 
use by teeing off at the new Streamsong® 
Resort and Spa. The eagerly anticipated 
new main lodge at Streamsong is sched-
uled to open in January 2014, featuring 
216 guest rooms and suites, casual and 
fine dining restaurants, multiple bars, 
a full-service spa and fitness center, an 
outdoor lakeside pool and retail shops. 
The resort’s two spectacular, intertwining 
18-hole golf courses, Streamsong Red and 
Streamsong Blue, have already attracted 
international acclaim since their official 
Grand Opening in January 2013, having 
been designed by renowned golf course 
architects Tom Doak, Bill Coore and Ben 
Crenshaw. The unique property offered 
exclusive accommodations at opening, 
including 12 private guest rooms in the 
fully appointed clubhouse, along with a 
fine dining restaurant, pro shop and 4,500 
square feet of meeting space. Streamsong 
Resort and Spa, www.StreamsongResort.
com, will feature a wide range of services 
and amenities once the resort completely 
opens in 2014, including streams and 

lakes that offer unparalleled Florida bass 
fishing, a lakefront fishing dock with bass 
fishing guides and an outfitter, trails for 
hiking and bird watching, a sporting clay 
shooting range and stunning lakeside 
views from nearly every vantage point.

Florida’s fourth largest county is home 
to 554 sparkling lakes, surrounded by 
more than 25,000 acres of unspoiled rec-
reational parks and preserves, including 
Circle B Bar Reserve – which USA TODAY 
proclaimed as one of “51 Great Places to 
See Wildlife”. 

Along with wakeboarding, kayaking, 
paddle boarding, bass fishing and water 
skiing in the Water Ski Capital of the 
World you can don a water-powered jet 
pack and soar above the water like an 
aquatic James Bond. Absolut Aqua Sports 
can make that dream a reality with an 
adventure experience called flyboarding. 
Most first-timers are flying in 15 minutes 
with the throttle controlled by an instruc-
tor. You must be 18 or over to flyboard. 
www.absolutaquasports.com 

Florida’s Newest Theme Park, LEGO-
LAND® Florida is a 150-acre interactive 
theme park dedicated to families with 
children ages 2 to 12. Their newest attrac-
tion The World of Chima, opened in July. 
Visitors are immersed in a world where 
tribes of animal warriors compete in epic 
battles for CHI, the kingdom’s mystical 
energy source. Board boats armed with 
water cannons to do battle with rival 
boats – and spectators on shore – on The 

Quest for CHI water ride. In addition to 
the sure-to-soak-you Quest for CHI ride, 
LEGOLAND also offers guests an oppor-
tunity to cool off at LEGOLAND® Florida 
Water Park. Both parks have seasonal dates 
of operation and for daily park schedules, 
visit www.legolandflorida.com.

Epic battles and outdoor activities tend 
to stir up big appetites. Luckily, winters 
in Central Florida are full of culinary 
delights, including the Annual Lakeland 
PigFest (www.lakelandpigfest.net) taking 
place January 24-25, 2014 in Lakeland. 

Each year, the area’s largest barbeque 
competition, welcomes close to 200 teams 
to compete during a weekend of good 
eating, good friends and good tunes. If 
you’re still hungry, don’t miss Ribs on the 
Ridge Annual BBQ Festival, February 14 
and 15, 2014 at Lake Eva Park in Haines 
City. This growing event has been Florida 
BBQ Association’s largest competition for 
the past two years with approximately 
100 teams competing, live music, craft 
and food vendors. 

Polk County’s largest event of the year, 
the 40th Annual SUN ’n FUN Interna-
tional Fly-In & Expo, takes place April 
1-6, 2014, at the Lakeland Linder Regional 
Airport. SUN ‘n FUN is the second largest 
air show in the U.S.A. (behind Oshkosh, 
WI), and attracts more than 180,000 visi-
tors and over 4,000 aircraft during the 
week-long spring event. 

Each afternoon, a daily air show en-
tertains guests with adrenaline-pumping 
aerobatic performances by some of the 
world’s best aerobatic pilots, jet team 
demonstrations, and WWII bombing 
re-enactments featuring meticulously 
restored war bird aircraft and amazing 
pyrotechnics. 

An evening air show on Friday enter-
tains crowds into the evening and is fol-
lowed by a spectacular fireworks display, 
www.sun-n-fun.org. Lakeland is also the 
spring training home of the Detroit Tigers, 
in a partnership dating back to 1934, the 
longest franchise relationship in spring 
baseball. Visit www.Tigers.com for details 
on purchasing 2014 spring training tickets 
as soon as they are available.

W

BY RENU SAGGAR

Polk County shines in Central Florida

for more info
For more information about all the fun things 
to see and do in Central Florida’s Polk County, 
go to www.VisitCentralFlorida.org, follow us 
on Twitter (@VisitCentralFL) and Like Us on 
Facebook (Facebook.com/VisitCentralFlorida).

Streamsong Resort & Spa features two, spectacular golf courses.

Reconnect with life’s natural moments in Central Florida. Rejuvenate your mind and spirit at Bok Tower 
Gardens and explore acres upon acres of pristine gardens in the shadow of The Singing Tower. Hike or 
bike through 37 unspoiled parks. Discover 34 golf courses grounded in beauty, variety and challenge, 
such as the stunningly unique Streamsong Resort – Florida’s newest golf experience. Bringing the 
extended family? Central Florida’s Polk County is home to LEGOLAND® Florida — America’s newest  
kid-friendly theme park!

        Log on and plan
         your escape today.

 800-828-7655          facebook.com/VisitCentralFlorida             twitter.com/VisitCentralFL
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Reconnect with life’s natural moments in Central Florida. Rejuvenate your mind and spirit at Bok Tower 
Gardens and explore acres upon acres of pristine gardens in the shadow of The Singing Tower. Hike or 
bike through 37 unspoiled parks. Discover 34 golf courses grounded in beauty, variety and challenge, 
such as the stunningly unique Streamsong Resort – Florida’s newest golf experience. Bringing the 
extended family? Central Florida’s Polk County is home to LEGOLAND® Florida — America’s newest  
kid-friendly theme park!

        Log on and plan
         your escape today.

 800-828-7655          facebook.com/VisitCentralFlorida             twitter.com/VisitCentralFL
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Florida’s River City 
by the Sea

The region is home to more than 20 milles of beach.

acksonville is a natural paradise 
for visitors looking for a total 
Florida vacation. Perfectly posi-
tioned along the Atlantic Ocean 

in northeast Florida, Jacksonville’s history 
is inexorably tied to the St. Johns River, 
and the river remains its watery heart. 

The two-mile long Dames Point Bridge 
rises 175 feet above the river and is the 
longest concrete cable-stayed bridge in 
the Western Hemisphere.

In the 1880’s, wealthy residents con-
structed homes along the river’s west 
bank. Now known as the Riverside/
Avondale district, it is one of the largest 
areas in the National Register of Historic 
places. Discover the Rochester House, a 
haunted house that once played host to 
Abraham Lincoln’s widow, and then walk 
by the office of Leonard Skinner, who lent 
his name to one of Jacksonville’s most 
famous bands, Lynyrd Skynyrd.

Hipsters will want to check out River-
side’s Five Points, an artsy neighborhood 
with funky coffee shops, outdoor cafés, 
one-of-a-kind boutiques, clubs, and 
antique stores. Craft breweries like Bold 
City Brewery and Intuition Ale Works are 
popular stops on King Street.

Jacksonville is the largest city in the 
continental U.S. in terms of square miles. 
The “River City by the Sea” boasts the 
longest river in Florida, more than 20 
miles of broad, sandy beaches, close to 40 
miles of tranquil Intracoastal Waterway, 

with 10 state and national parks includ-
ing Timucuan Ecological and Historic 
Preserve. The national park sprawls over 
46,000 acres of wetlands, salt marshes, 
and coastal dunes.

Stick your toes in the sand on Jackson-
ville Beach or stroll the Jacksonville Beach 
Fishing Pier. The 20-foot-wide wooden 
deck jets nearly a quarter mile into the 
Atlantic Ocean, offering incredible views 
of the coastline.

Downtown is home to a variety of 
museums, including the Ritz Theatre & 
La Villa Museum, the Museum of Contem-
porary Art Jacksonville and the Museum 
of Science and History.

The Cummer Museum of Art and Gar-
dens is the second largest art museum in 
Florida; home to significant collections 
of Old Master and American paintings 
and Meissen porcelain. 

The Southbank Riverwalk stretches along 
the south side of the St. Johns River. You 
can take in the Jacksonville skyline as 
you stroll past shops, restaurants and 
the spectacular Friendship Fountain in St. 
Johns River Park. Just across the river, Jack-
sonville Landing is a popular shopping, 
dining, and entertainment complex.

Dining options range from upscale 
bistros to down-home fish camps, all 
infused with warm Southern hospitality. 

River taxis take visitors between the 
Northbank and Southbank and if you 
prefer a more romantic river experience, 
take a moonlit cruise on one of the old-
fashioned paddle wheel riverboats that 
wind their way along the St. Johns River.

Shoppers will want to check out St. 
Johns Town Center, an outdoor lifestyle 
mall in Jacksonville’s Southside neighbor-
hood, and home to 150 of the hottest 
retailers including Apple, Pottery Barn 
and Tiffany & Co., and Mayors. Shop till 
you drop or relax in the Florida sunshine 
at the park’s green turtle pond.

The Jacksonville area is known as 
Florida’s First Coast of Golf. There are over 
50 area golf courses, including Queen’s 
Harbour Yacht and Country Club, nes-
tled between the Intracoastal Waterway 
and miles of scenic marshland. The PGA 
Tour has called the region home since 
1979, and The Players Championship, held 
annually at the famed TPC at Sawgrass 
in nearby Ponte Vedra Beach, is one 
of professional golf’s most prestigious 
tournaments.

Downtown Jacksonville.

BY ADELINA IRVINE

J

AFFORDABLE
An amazing vacation you can

to do anything.

AMA ZING.  AFFORDABLE.  FLORIDA .

Just a short flight away, Jacksonville is the 
premier vacation destination. Whether you 
fancy golfing, surfing, paddle boarding, boating, 
fishing, hiking, biking, or even just relaxing over a 
leisurely dinner, you can do it all in Jacksonville. 
Learn more at VisitJacksonville.com. 
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located on route 60, west of i -95 at exit 147

1824 94th drive, vero beach, fl  32966    

855-GOTOVBO    verobeachoutlets.com

shopwisely
fabulously™live

save up to 65% off at more than  
50 iconic brand-name stores

COACH FACTORY STORE • CALVIN KLEIN • RESTORATION HARDWARE OUTLET 

CHICO’S OUTLET • BROOKS BROTHERS FACTORY STORE • TOMMY HILFIGER 

IZOD • J.CREW • DOONEY & BOURKE FACTORY STORE • GYMBOREE OUTLET

now open: WILLIAMS-SONOMA OUTLET • LIDS
opening early fall: KAY JEWELERS
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The circus has never left town in this semi-tropical oasis
rom the indulgence of a powder 
white sand beach, to the escape 
of a kayak cutting through trop-
ical mangroves, to the power 

of awe-inspiring works of art, Sarasota 
County, on Florida’s Gulf Coast, offers 
an experience for every taste, every age, 
and every desire. Many visitors come to 
Sarasota County to experience the casual 
elegance of a thriving beach community. 

Others, drawn to Sarasota’s reputation 
as Florida’s “Cultural Coast®,” revel in 
the abundant cultural amenities that 
grace the area and rival the offerings 
of much larger metropolitan areas. Still 
others choose Sarasota’s magical sunsets, 
enchanting historic mansions or elegant 
country clubs.

Thanks to the legacy of circus mag-
nate John Ringling, Sarasota is known as 
the “Circus Capital of the World,” with 
many offerings designed to honor the 
past, present, and future of the circus, 
including the Ringling Museum’s Circus 
Museums, historic Ca’ d’Zan Mansion and 

the Museum of Art set along picturesque 
Sarasota Bay. If you want to make your 
palms sweat, watch performances by 
Circus Sarasota or the students at Sailor 
Circus during their select performances. 
Nik Wallenda, highwire daredevil, is one 
of the many circus families that still call 
Sarasota their hometown. 

Known for its staggering array of inde-
pendently-owned restaurants, Sarasota 
boasts one of the highest concentrations 
of Zagat-rated restaurants in Florida. 
Sarasota has become a true restaurant 
destination, whether you seek beach-
inspired fresh seafood dishes or five-star 
gourmet fare, you’ll find restaurants to 
satisfy your palate or special occasion.

Strolling through orchids, kayaking 
through mangroves, communing with 
wild birds or dolphins – Sarasota County 
visitors truly benefits from nature’s 
bounty with a diverse array of outdoor 
escapes and eco-friendly experiences. 
Snorkel off Siesta Key’s Point of Rocks, 
or get lost among the mangroves of the 

countless barrier islands aboard a vessel 
built for two. The Marie Selby Botanical 
Gardens is an oasis of tranquility. The 14.5 
acre property is located along Sarasota Bay 
and features many distinct gardens, like 
the Epiphyte Garden, Oak Grove, Banyan 
Grove, and Bromeliad Garden. 

Enjoy a sunset cruise aboard a catama-
ran or go birding and spot roseate spoon-
bills at the Celery Fields or endangered 
scrub jays at Oscar Scherer State Park. 
Hideaways for hiking and coves for pad-
dling abound and options to grab a pole 
and make a splash fishing are plentiful 
on the bay or ocean.

Sarasota is home to a number of 
world-class golf courses. Consistently 
rated 4-Stars by Golf Digest and Sarasota 
Magazine’s 2007 Best Place to Play Golf, 
Unviersity Park is one of the best courses 
in Florida, with 27 holes of championship 
golf, great practice areas and lakeside din-
ing make this a must-play course.

To discover more about visiting Sarasota 
County, visit www.visitsarasota.org.

F
Sarasota is Florida’s Cultural Coast

There’s a destination that’s alive in vivid color, with its cool indigo waters and lush greens of nature. In Sarasota County, you’ll 
witness an array of color at The Ringling Museums, Theater & Gardens, or go green at Myakka River State Park. From the 
deep blue of Mote Aquarium to the brilliantly hued orchids at Marie Selby Botanical Gardens, Sarasota’s attractions are 
endless. Enjoy many shades of shopping, fine dining and eclectic entertainment, plus vibrant festivals nearly every week of 
the year. To create an experience as unique as you are — visit Sarasota County.  

Go Beyond the Beaches.®  
visitsarasota.org/crossings or call 1.800.576.3810

Siesta Beach is One of America’s Top Beaches!

LONGBOAT KEY | SARASOTA | LIDO KEY | SIESTA KEY | VENICE | CASEY KEY | MANASOTA KEY | ENGLEWOOD | NORTH PORT

YOU, ME AND THE DEEP BLUE SEA.
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Make Mine Michigan 

D etroit as everyone knows, is 
Hockey Town. And the NHL 
Bridgestone Winter Classic 
is the biggest single game of 

the season. The Toronto Maple Leafs 
and Detroit Red Wings will face off on 
Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2014, in Ann Arbor’s 
100,000 seat Michigan Stadium, better 
known as The Big House. Along with the 
110,000-plus expected to be on hand for 
the big game, more than 250,000 could 
attend ancillary events

A number of events are being planned 
for Comerica Park in downtown Detroit.  
Beginning in mid-December, this salute to 
hockey called the 2013 SiriusXM® Hock-
eytown Winter Festival™ will include a 
two-week outdoor celebration for hockey 
fans of all ages and will be highlighted by 
a star-studded 2013 Maple Leafs vs. Red 
Wings Alumni Showdown at Comerica 
Park on New Year’s Eve. As members of 
the NHL’s Original Six™ and longtime 
rivals, the game is sure to be an exciting 
matchup. 

If you are looking for more information 
about the game or events the D:hive is a 
physical storefront and welcome center in 
Detroit’s Central Business District where 

BY RENU SAGGAR

city. On the Free Insiders Walking Tour, 
you’ll tour new developments along with 
some of Detroit’s great historical spots and 
its world-renowned architecture, includ-
ing the Guardian Building and Theater 
District. The Practically Free Insider’s Bus 
Tour of Greater Downtown, visits Belle 
Isle, midtown and the Eastern Market.

Each week as many as 40,000 people 
flock to Eastern Market for its Saturday 
Market to enjoy one of the most authentic 
urban adventures in the United States. 
The market and the adjacent district are 
rare finds in a global economy — a local 
food district with more than 250 indepen-
dent vendors and merchants processing, 
wholesaling, and retailing food.

At the heart of Eastern Market is a 
six-block public market that has been 
feeding Detroit since 1891. Hundreds 
of open-air stalls where everyone from 
toddlers to tycoons enjoy the strong 
conviviality served up along with great 
selections of fruits, veggies, fresh-cut 
flowers, homemade jams, maple syrups, 
locally produced specialty food products, 
poultry and meat. Devour the great 
bounty of Michigan, Ohio, and Ontario 
harvests, find paradise in the dazzling 
array of plants and flowers, and relish 
the rich history and colorful stories of 
the market and its characters.

Artisan Village is a unique collection of 
Michigan based merchants who create 
and design their own jewelry, handbags, 
soaps, lotions, candles, and more. You 
will find chic clothing, rare and funky 

you will find help with anything Detroit. 
They offer a wide range of tours to those 
interested in exploring everything Detroit 
has to offer. From the city’s best bar des-
tinations, to bus tours and downtown 
living tours, their knowledgeable and 
friendly guides help align your interests 
with the perfect excursion through the 

From historic

to hip
we’re always
in Fashion.

Whether it’s a handmade gift, scratch-made torte 

or custom-made earrings, downtown Rochester’s 

boutiques are always on trend. In fact, the entire 

Detroit area is quite the fashionable place with 

upscale malls, walkable downtowns and premium 

outlet centers. And all that fashion makes this 

region’s future as a shopping mecca as bright as 

Rochester during the holidays. Be part 
of America’s great comeback city.  
View Kristi’s whole story at 
VisitDetroit.com/Comeback-Stories

– KRISTI TREVARROW
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, ROCHESTER DDA
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art, pretty pottery, and eye-catching 
photography all at the Detroit Eastern 
Market, among the thousands of shoppers 
who visit and enjoy the sights, sounds, 
and smells. Artisan Village is open on 
Saturdays and Tuesdays outside of the 
market sheds.

Greektown is located just northeast of 
the heart of downtown, along Monroe 
Avenue between Brush and St. An-
toine Streets. One of the last surviving 
Victorian-era commercial streetscapes in 
downtown Detroit, the popular restaurant 
and entertainment district, is home to the 
Greektown Casino and popular restaurants 
serving authentic Greek cuisine. 

Repeatedly named the best Greek res-
taurant in metro Detroit, family-owned 
Pegasus Taverna offers traditional Greek 
cuisine in a fun, casual atmosphere. From 
its huge open kitchen to the generous 
portions and friendly wait staff, Pegasus 
is the perfect setting for a family dinner 
or special gathering, or romantic evening. 

Don’t miss their famous Saganaki — 
kasseri cheese set aflame tableside to 
shouts of “Opa!” Combine it with the 

freshest Greek salad and their tantalizing 
lamb chops for an exquisite gastronomic 
experience. The deli counter — a recent 
addition to the restaurant — lets you take 
some of your favorites home — including 
cheeses, Greek sweets and pastries.

The London Chop House, a Detroit in-
stitution for decades, reopened last year 
to much critical acclaim. The original 
London Chop House opened in 1938 and 
quickly became a hotspot for Detroit’s 
movers and shakers. Bob Hope dined 
here. Henry Ford II and Jimmy Hoffa were 
frequent guests. James Beard named it one 
of the 10 best restaurants in America in 
1961. It closed in 1991, a victim of hard 
times and changing tastes.

Now the original bar, original iron-
pedestal tables, and red leather banquettes 
and booths have been lovingly restored. 
The polished woodwork, liveried wait staff 
and low lighting recall the Mad Men era 
of fine dining.

The menu pays homage to the past 
with more than ample nods to the pres-
ent. The salads days are revisited with 
the Doc Greene Spinach Salad — baby 
spinach, roasted mushroom, bacon, 
hard-boiled egg, and bleu cheese dress-
ing. The signature Veal Oscar — sautéed 

veal chop with lump crab béarnaise and 
tarragon balsamic reduction is another 
classic favorite. Dry aged steaks are served 
with mushroom bordelaise, béarnaise 
or chimichurri sauce. After dinner relax 
with a drink and a premium stogie in the 
wood-paneled cigar bar.

Hundreds of thousands of parade-goers 
of all ages will line Woodward Avenue 
this Thanksgiving morning for the 87th 
Annual America’s Thanksgiving Parade. 
The parade kicks off at 9:05 a.m. on 
Woodward Avenue and Mack. For more 
details, go to www.theparade.org.

Step into a Christmas card from the past 
at Holiday Nights in Greenfield Village. 
This year’s program features live musical 
performances, holiday vignettes, strolling 
costumed presenters, four performance 
stages, holiday shops, skilled artisan 
demonstrations, ice skating, food stops 
and a grand fireworks finale. You can take 
a horse-drawn wagon or a Model T ride 
and visit with Santa and his live reindeer 
at the Robert Frost House. Packages for 
dinner at Eagle Tavern and Supper with 
Santa are also available. The event runs 
December 6-8, 13-15, 19-23 and 26-28, 
2013 (6:30 p.m. to 10 p.m.) . For ticket in-
formation, go to www.thehenryford.org.

Michigan

Greektown: Photo by Vito Palmisano.

•	 Central	to	Metro	Detroit	Shopping	Centers	
and	adjacent	to	Fairlane	Town	Center	Mall.	
VIP	Guest	Discount	Cards	available.

•	 Holiday	 Shopping	Package	 includes	 a	 $50	
gift	card	and	breakfast	for	two.

•	 Only	three	miles	to	Henry	Ford	Museum®,	
Greenfield	Village®,	IMAX®	Theatre.

•	 New	 guestrooms	 feature	 free	 high	 speed	
wireless	internet	access.

•	 Indoor	pool	and	whirlpool,	fitness	center,	
massages	upon	appointment.

•	 Guestrooms	offer	36”	flat	screen	TVs	with	
DirecTV,	marble	bathrooms,	RUSK®	bath	
amenities.

•	 Earn	Marriott	Rewards	with	each	stay.

THE ART OF HOSPITALITY

FAIRLANE PLAZA, 300 TOWN CENTER DRIVE
DEARBORN, MICHIGAN

BEHENRY.COM    |    313 441 2000

For reservations, call 888 709 8081
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The Henry
Experience the epitome of elegance and 

sophistication from a perfectly situated 
Dearborn hotel near downtown Detroit 
and the Henry Ford Museum. The Henry, 
an Autograph Collection hotel in Dear-
born, is located adjacent to Fairlane Town 
Center, three miles from The Henry Ford, 
and one mile from Ford Motor World HQ. 

The Henry honors industrialist and 
inventor Henry Ford. The AAA Four Dia-
mond hotel features a luxurious interior 
punctuated with dazzling chandeliers and 
boldly imagined color accents. The well-
appointed guest rooms and suites include 
37-inch flat-screen TVs, DirecTV with HD 
channels, complimentary WiFi, exclusive 
bedding and RUSK bath amenities. 

Indulge your palate and enjoy seasonal 
organic dining at TRIA-An American Bras-
serie, the hotel restaurant serving inspir-
ing American cuisine. Specialties include 
the Angry Seafood Cocktail, Pork Plate 
with Roast Chop, and The Henry Burger 
made with Black Angus beef. Flatbreads 
and pasta dishes are also signatures of 

TRIA. The Chef’s “inspired” Mac n’ 
Cheese is based on unique ways the chefs 
use different ingredients such as truffles, 
Michigan cheeses, roasted red peppers, 
or dry aged ham to perfect the ultimate 
comfort food. Another interesting twist 
are the menus, which are provided to 
patrons on tablet computers. 

Later, rejuvenate you body and mind in 
their whirlpool and fully equipped fitness 
center with onsite dry sauna.

The art work in the hotel is not your 
typical hotel art. Instead, you’ll see works 
from some of the greatest artists that 
ever lived – including Picasso, Chagall, 
Rembrandt and Renoir. The world’s 
largest art dealer, Park West Gallery, has 
partnered with The Henry, to bring some 
of the world’s finest art directly to guests’ 
bedrooms and hotel walls.

The Plaza Ballroom and Presidential 
Ballroom will undergo renovations 
starting in January, 2014. The makeover 
will include all new carpeting, painting, 
wall coverings, and new furniture. The  
improvements will allow this area of the 
hotel to match up with the clean, urban 
chic look of the rest of the hotel. The 
renovations will be done in two stages and 
will be completed in early March 2014.

Treat yourself or someone special to 
fabulous shopping spree in the Detroit 
area, which is home to major shopping 
centers, high-end luxury boutiques, el-
egant shops, and popular malls like close 
by Fairlane Town Center. 

The Detroit Shopping Package from 
The Henry provides the most perfectly 
indulgent way to enjoy every moment on 
the shopping scene in the Detroit area.

Fairlane Town Center
Fairlane Town Center is known for its 

fashion-forward merchandise and depth 
of retailers. Located just west of Southfield 
Freeway and north of Michigan Avenue in 
Dearborn, features more than 160 stores, 
shops and specialty services including 
Macy’s, jcpenney, Sears, the Lifestyle Café 
Food Court, LA Fitness, a 21-screen AMC 
Star Theatre featuring stadium seating 
and Michigan’s largest H&M. Fairlane’s 
restaurant plaza features P.F. Chang’s 
China Bistro and Bravo! Cucina Italiana 
offers courtyard seating. 

Birmingham
The City of Birmingham, Michigan, 

is vibrant and prosperous, with a popu-
lation of over 20,000. With charming 

Michigan

suddenly,
you’re smiling 

and you don’t 
know why.

Spring, summer, winter and fall. Morning, noon and night. There’s always  
something to enjoy in Birmingham. Come experience a city with the hottest boutiques, 

restaurants, movie theatres, events and more. To learn about the possibilities, visit 
enjoybirmingham.com or call 248.530.1200. First two hours free in the city parking decks. 

Birmingham Principal Shopping District © 2012Check out our facebook page:  
Enjoy Birmingham NOW
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tree-lined neighborhoods Birmingham 
has the feel of a small town as well as 
an affluent urban area. Birmingham has 
a lively, pedestrian-friendly downtown 
offering one of the midwest’s premiere 
shopping districts. 

Comprised of nearly 300 retailers, 
downtown Birmingham offers a won-
derfully diverse assortment of fashion 
boutiques, restaurants, gift stores, jewel-
ers, salons, spas, antique shops, and art 
galleries. Movie theatres and a centrally 
located park complete the city center. 

The Townsend Hotel, located in the 
downtown area, was recently named 
one of only two locations in Michigan to 
receive the Forbes Travel four star award. 

The Holiday Tree Lighting & Santa 
House Opening on November 27, lights 
up Shain Park and marks the opening of 
Santa House! Join Santa and the Mayor at 
6 p.m. as they light the beautiful 35-foot 
holiday Enjoy live caroling, free hot cocoa 
and free carriage rides. The Santa House 
will open at 7 p.m. in a new location – 
under the pavilion in Shain Park. The 
Santa House will be open on weekends 
through Christmas.

Located along Woodward Avenue, 
Michigan’s Main Street, Birmingham is 

centrally located within Oakland County 
and Metro Detroit, just minutes from the 
Canadian border at Windsor.

Great Lakes Crossing
Great Lakes Crossing Outlets is more 

than your typical shopping center; in 
fact, it’s Michigan’s first indoor outlet 
shopping center. With temperatures drop-
ping, and over 185 stores to choose from,  
there’s no better place to stay warm while 
you shop for the holidays. 

But the fun doesn’t stop there. Great 
Lakes Crossing Outlets features great 
entertainment and dining options for 
the whole family. Find everything from 
unique themed restaurants to the state-
of-the-art AMC Theatre megaplex. It’s 
also the exclusive location of more than 
40 stores in the state.

Great Lakes Crossing Outlets continues 
to open its doors to your favorite stores. 
Stop in the newest locations of Ann Taylor 
Factory Store, The Limited Outlet, Flip 
Flop Shops and Crabtree & Evelyn. Great 
Lakes Crossing Outlets has also added 
Bozii to it’s line up, a Canadian company 
which offers a unique, delicious and nutri-
tious twist on sandwiches, which is not 
only the first one in Michigan, but also 

in the entire United States!
Take an enchanted journey into a 

snowy world at the Ice Palace. This immer-
sive winter wonderland features a soaring 
22-foot dome, a magical snow and light 
show and amazing arctic animal footage 
from BBC TV series Earth.Get your picture 
taken with Santa or have your family’s 
photo taken on the Ice Throne. Capture 
the moments that last a lifetime.

The largest outlet center in Michigan 
is conveniently located in Auburn Hills, 
Michigan, at I-75 and Baldwin Road. 

Peruse through the single-level, easily 
accessible, oval racetrack design as you 
look for whatever your heart desires. 
Regardless of your budget, Great Lakes 
Crossing Outlets is your one-stop destina-
tion for all your holiday shopping needs.

Black Friday has gotten so big, it starts 
on Thursday now. Beginning at 9 p.m. 
on Thursday, November 28, Great Lakes 
Crossing Outlets will feature unbelievable 
deals and can’t-miss prices. So after you’re 
done filling up on turkey and watching 
the game, get to Great Lakes Crossing 
Outlets and save on gifts for everyone.

Store hours may vary.  Go to greatlake-
scrossingoutlets.com for holiday hours 
and other information.

Snowboarding, Downhill Skiing, Miles of Cross-Country
Trails, Hotel Ski Packages and Tanger Outlet Center make
this Southeast Michigan destination a GREAT GETAWAY!

Request a
free visitors
guide online
or by phone.

800.686.8474  lccvb.org  517.548.1975
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Valet Connections
Valet Connections takes the hassle out 

of parking at Detroit Metro Airport. No 
more searching for a parking space, or try-
ing to remember where you parked your 
car. Free shuttles are available to transport 
travelers to and from the airport from the 
covered drop off. Shuttles are available 24 
hours daily and operate every 15 minutes. 
Your car will be stored in fully secure and 
totally enclosed parking structure. 

When you return, just call Valet Con-
nections for pick up and their dedicated 
parking attendants will have your ve-
hicle prepared and waiting upon your 
return. Whether traveling for business or 
pleasure, rest assured Valet Connections 
will make parking at DTW an easy and 
hassle-free experience.

Livingston County
“Foodies” will discover all kinds of tasty 

treats in Livingston County Michigan. 
The area’s two largest cities, Brighton 
and Howell, are distinctly different in 
the atmosphere but equally delicious. 

In Howell you will be surrounded by the 
historic ambiance of turn of the century 
architecture. Here, “The Great Foodini” 
Renee Chodowski conducts regular cook-
ing classes with wine pairings like her 
“Farm To Table” class. This class includes 
a trip to the Howell’s Farmers Market 
to purchase the farm-fresh ingredients. 
Classes take place at Howell’s Main Street 
Winery where you can create your own 
vintage with a personalized label. Just 
steps away, the Heart of Michigan store 
specializes in Michigan made products 
along with locally made sauces.

In Brighton, the tranquil Millpond 
and boardwalk area is the perfect set-
ting to walk off calories after dining at 
your choice of more than 30 area eater-
ies. The boardwalk leads to Stillwater 
Grill, voted best restaurant for 13 years 
straight. Downtown Main Martini Bar 
and Grille’s drink menu selection includes 
100 martinis, 55 wines, over 100 beers, 
more than 200 types of liquor and an 
award-winning menu. 

Got a sweet tooth? Then be sure to save 
room for yummy fresh cookies and des-
serts at Kathleen’s where the goodies are 
hand made from scratch. You can watch 
Oh My Lollie! candy factory, make hard 

candy in every flavor you can imagine 
right on site. And it smells as sweet as 
it tastes.

At Spicer Orchard in nearby Hartland, 
the Spicer family has been growing fruits 
for over 150-years. This family friendly 
attraction is at its best in the fall when 
you can take a hayride to pick apples 
and pumpkins. And there is no shortage 
of fun for children in the Kids Play Area. 
Adults will want to drink-in the garden 
ambiance on the patio at the tasting 
room and deli of Spicer’s Carriage House 
Cellars. Why not sample some hard cider 
along with their specialty wines? It is a 
“Pure Michigan” home grown experi-
ence, Livingston County style. To plan 
your visit, contact the Livingston County 
Convention & Visitors Bureau for a visitor 
packet at lccvb.org.

Sloan*Longway Flint
Regional history, historic automo-

biles and hands-on science are all on 
display at Sloan*Longway in Flint. The 
Sloan*Longway is comprised of three 
facilities, namely Buick Automotive Gal-
lery, Longway Planetarium and Sloan 
Museum. The Buick Automotive Gallery 
and Research Center, features over 25 

Michigan

Oct 12, 2013 
thru 

Jan 12, 2014

1221 E. Kearsley St., Flint, MI 48503

810.237.3450
SloanLongway.org

RETURN OF THE 

DINOSAURS

Dinosaurs return to Flint!  
Explore the Earth during the  
Cretaceous period through  

hands-on activities and interactive  
displays that encourage you to 
look, listen, and discover more 

about these fascinating creatures 
who used to rule the world.

Sponsored  
by
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www.cadillacmichigan.com
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Discover
Waterfront dining

Shopping
Laughter & fun

Clay l Algonac l Marine City l St. Clair l Port Huron l Lexington l Port Sanilac l Harbor Beach l Port AustinClay l Algonac l Marine City l St. Clair l Port Huron l Lexington l Port Sanilac l Harbor Beach l Port Austin

www.BlueWater.org

Just across the

Blue Water Bridge from Sarnia!

Just 60 minutes from Windsor!
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classic and concept Buicks and Chevro-
lets. From October 26, 2013 – March 30, 
2014, the gallery is hosting Truck & Bus, 
an exhibit dedicated to the workhorses 
of the automotive world

The Longway Planetarium is Michigan’s 
largest planetarium with astounding 
special effects. Experience the magic of 
the holiday season with a little science at 
the magical holiday laser show Nov. 30 
to Dec. 23. It features traditional holiday 
tunes from across generations, as well as 
contemporary artists performing their 
personal favorites. This matinee laser 
show is guaranteed to be a hit with all ages.

Wisner’s Whizbang Emporium, the new-
est gallery at Sloan Museum, is designed 
for young and old to play together. 
Reminisce and wonder at toys from your 
childhood. 

Dinosaurs will be roaming the museum 
from October 12, through January 12, 
2014. These dinosaurs don’t just look 
like real dinosaurs, they behave like real 
dinosaurs. Explore the earth during the 
Cretaceous period through hands-on 
activities and interactive displays that en-
courage you to look, listen, and discover 
more about these fascinating creatures 
who used to rule the world. 

Discover the world of dinosaurs with 
lifelike, roaring, moving, prehistoric crea-
tures. Check out cool planetarium shows, 
dino-mite programs, fantastic fossils and 
so much more!

Space: A Journey to Our Future will run 
from January 25 to May 4, 2014. This 
extraordinary exhibit, which has toured 
major Science Centers around the country 
over four years, gives audiences an oppor-
tunity to experience our past explorations 
and future destiny in space.

Cadillac
Fall color in Cadillac, Michigan is 

a wonderland of gold, scarlet, yellow 
orange and purple. Breathtaking views 
of the Huron-Manistee National Forest 
can be seen from your car, bicycle, kayak, 
train and on foot. The clean, crisp air, 
rustling leaves, color trains, downtown 
shopping and tastings at the local brewery 
and winery, are what makes Cadillac so 
naturally inviting.

Self-guided tours are filled with the 
area’s favorite attractions. These tours 
take you through serene villages tucked 
beside wooded slopes, sprawling parks 
and forests, and scenic drives through 
hilly, leaf-mottled landscapes, highlight-

ing area attractions and folklore. 
Cadillac has a wide variety of winter 

recreation as well. They offer over 200 
miles of groomed snowmobile trails, 34 
downhill ski runs with over 485 feet of 
vertical drop, over 58 miles of cross coun-
try ski and snow shoe trails (15 groomed 
miles), and thousands of acres of state 
and national forest. Three major rivers 
with two large lakes offer year around 
world class fishing. 

After the day in the great outdoors, Ca-
dillac offers unique shopping boutiques, 
a championship ice rink, health & fitness 
facilities, and of course mouth watering 
cuisine at the many area restaurants.  
Cadillac Winery and tasting room is 
the newest inland winery and vineyard 
15 miles south of town. Their new half 
Vinefera/French hybrid vineyard has 
a dominant German flavor from their 
Riesling to their Dornfelder. 

Add these attractions to a full line-up 
of winter festivals and you can spend a 
fun-filled, or relaxing vacation – either 
way, come connect in Cadillac, you’ll 
keep coming back for more. Download 
or request a brochure on their website 
and they will get one to you as soon as 
possible. Hope to see you soon!

The colors of fall.
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Season’s Greetings
Ann Arbor/Ypsi will light up your holidays

A
BY ADELINA IRVINE

nn Arbor has it all. Culinary 
events. Outdoor attrac-
tions. Retail therapy. The 
arts. Your next big night 

out. And on Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2014, Ann 
Arbor’s Michigan Stadium will host the 
Bridgestone Winter Classic. It’s hockey’s 
biggest game played out on hockey’s 
biggest stage. 

Hockey fans will discover a small, 
friendly town with big city sophistication. 

South Main Street offers enough 
brewpubs, galleries, and delis to feed any 
appetite. Retail shopping is broken down 
into four major districts, The Main Street 
(Downtown) area, Kerrytown, South 
University and State Street. There are over 
29 unique Art Galleries and shops in the 
Downtown area. 

Dining aficionados will appreciate the 
nearly 300 restaurants within a 20-mile 
radius of Ann Arbor. Options range from 
old-fashioned Italian bistros, to trendy, 
contemporary American restaurants. 
Zingerman’s Deli has an exalted status 
among area food lovers. The deli serves up 
thousands of made-to-order sandwiches 
with ingredients like premium Black An-
gus corned beef and pastrami, free-range 
chicken and turkey, housemade chopped 
liver and chicken salad. Mario Batali called 
it his “temple of deliciousness.” 

The Mani Osteria & Bar is a family 

friendly restaurant, specializing in arti-
sanal pizzas and other creative Italian 
dishes prepared in wood-burning ovens.

The Ravens Club offers Heirloom Cui-
sine and Café Zola’s breakfasts are true to 
the crêpe-making traditions of Brittany.

The Ark is known as one of the best 
music clubs in the world, and it’s Ann Ar-
bor’s nonprofit home for acoustic music. 

Weber’s Restaurant and Boutique Hotel  
is a deluxe, full service hotel, restaurant, 
banquet & conference property conve-
niently located in Ann Arbor’s beautiful 
west side, moments from downtown Ann 
Arbor, and the University of Michigan’s 
Central Campus. 

Weber’s popular poolside hotel rooms 
and suites are unique to the Ann Arbor 
area, featuring balconies and spiral stair-
cases. Amenities include 37”″ flat screen 
televisions with 65 HD and digital chan-
nels, Gilchrist & Soames® English Spa 
Collection bath products, refrigerator, 
coffee maker, and in room safe.

Weber’s Restaurant is an Ann Arbor 
landmark, serving the area’s finest prime 
rib, steaks and seafood. Much of the 
restaurant and banquet menu is sourced 
with local ingredients. Their moderate 
prices, relaxed upscale design and friendly 
service turn new customers into regulars.

Hockey fans should check out The 
Habitat Lounge at Weber’s Restaurant, 

Ann Arbor’s best spot for nighttime en-
tertainment and drinks.

Fine antiques, funky vintage clothing, 
bulk candy, model kits, limited edition 
sneakers, and more – these are the shop-
ping experiences that bring people to 
Ypsilanti and keep them coming back. 

This historic city is home to three dis-
tinct districts – Downtown, Depot Town 
and Campus Town – all with their own 
unique shopping and dining experiences. 
Home to a handful of antique shops, the 
City’s love of history and historic pres-
ervation is the foundation of the area’s 
shopping experience. 

Downtown Ypsilanti’s Materials Un-
limited, one of the nation’s oldest archi-
tectural salvage companies, has been 
collecting awards as the best fine and 
vintage antiques dealer in the region 
for decades.  

A couple blocks from Materials Unlim-
ited you’ll find “a world of awesomeness” 
at The Rocket Candy & Novelties. With 
more than 6,000 gifts, candies, toys, and 
novelties The Rocket is there to supply 
all your funky/weird/funny/nostalgic/
plasticy needs.

One of Ypsilanti’s newest shopping 
experiences is at The Eyrie, where Michi-
gan made artwork and accessories are 
displayed alongside unique home decor 
and garden ornaments. Stop in and take 
a peek at the ever changing inventory, 
made by a wide variety of artisans.

All this shopping is sure to yield a 
hearty appetite. Whether you prefer a 
juicy burger and fries at the bar, or trying 
something new and exciting in the vegan/
vegetarian vein, Ypsilanti’s eateries will 
satisfy your craving. Sidetrack Bar & Grill 
serves up one of the “Twenty Hamburgers 
You Must Eat Before You Die,” according 
to GQ magazine. Haab’s Restaurant — 
recently featured on the popular QVC 
show “In the Kitchen with David” — is 
another Ypsilanti staple where you can 
find a thick-cut New York Strip Steak, or 
huge slices of homemade pie. 

New foodie hotspots in the area include 
Red Rock Downtown Barbecue and the 
Wurst Bar. If you’re looking for large por-
tions of slow cooked meats, mac & cheese, 
green beans, waffle fries, cowboy beans, 
and more, then Red Rock is the place 
for you. The Wurst Bar features rotating 
weekly special brats and burgers for the 
carnivores, omnivores, and herbivores. 
Both have large, steady rotations of micro-
brews to satisfy your thirst.  

Haab’s Restaurant was recently featured on national TV.

Make it Weber’sMake it Weber’s

   Famous full-service restaurant and boutique hotel 
independently operated by the Weber family

   Weber’s Restaurant, known for Prime Rib,  
lobster, seafood and steak. Wine Spectator Award  
of Excellence

   Exciting nightlife and live entertainment at the Ventura 
Wine Bar and Habitat Ultralounge

   Convenient free parking 

  4-Star hotel rated by Orbitz & Travelocity. Recipient of 
     the prestigious Expedia Insiders’ Select Award.

   Beautiful Four Seasons Pool and Recreation Area. 
Specialty poolside Jacuzzi® Suites

   Complimentary high-speed Internet access in all rooms 
and public areas

   Member of Delta SkyMiles Program

   Distinguished event facilities for groups of  up to 500

734-769-2500  800-443-3050  www.webersinn.com
3050 Jackson Road  Ann Arbor, MI  I-94 at exit 172

Dinner Reservations 734-665-3636
★★★★  |   Orbitz   |   Travelocity 

Ann ArbOr’s HigHesT rATed HOTel

BOUTIQUE HOTEL 
& RESTAURANT

…tonight!…tonight!
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Take time for Traverse City
ituated on beautiful Grand Tra-
verse Bay, in the wine country 
of Michigan’s northern Lower 
Peninsula, Traverse City has long 

been treasured for its serenity, its beauty, 
and its unique mixture of relaxation, ad-
venture and natural splendor. But here’s 
the best news: those heart-stopping views 
of sky, water and shore don’t disappear 
when the summer is over.

Autumn only sharpens the beauty of 
this wonderful place, adding color to the 
hills and valleys, mystery to the endless 
beaches and spice to the fragrant air 
—  perfect for a small-town shopping 
adventure, a delicious meal, round of 
championship golf, or a tasting tour of 
the beautiful Traverse City wine country.

Fall in Traverse City is a gentle, romantic 
season, a time of crisp clear mornings, 
mellow golden afternoons and cool, 
lingering evenings. The region’s rolling 
hills, lush forests and wide expanses of 
open water create the perfect canvas for 
fall color tours, too.

And when winter snows begin to drift 
across this glacier-carved landscape, the 
entire region becomes a sparkling white 
playground for skiers, snowmobilers and 
snowshoe hikers. More than 200 miles of 
beautiful ski and snowmobiling trails are 
in the enchanted Boardman and Jordan 

River valleys, and the downhill skiing at 
Shanty Creek is some of the best in the 
Great Lakes region.

Located in nearby Bellaire, Michigan, 
Shanty Creek Resorts is a three-village 
resort that sprawls across nearly 5,000 
acres (2,025 hectares). The four-season 
resort features four stunning golf courses 
and conference facilities, but come winter 
their business is snow.

Sporting two mountains—the iconic 
Schuss Mtn. and the family-friendly Sum-
mit Mtn—plus an 8-lane alpine tubing 

park, dogsled rides, horse-drawn sleigh 
rides and lively après-ski entertainment, 
Shanty Creek is worth exploring. 

Schuss Mountain offers 43 runs serviced 
by five quad-lift chairs and a magic carpet, 
and is home to Michigan’s largest terrain 
park, The Monster Park. Its slopes vary 
from gentle beginner runs like Chicken’s 
Choice, to the steepest in Michigan known 
as “The Face.” Three miles away is Summit 
Mountain, known for its family-friendly 
contours and the lowest ticket price in 
Michigan — starting at just $15 US. 

The resort benefits from the most, on-
average, annual lake effect snowfall in 
Michigan’s lower peninsula, creating 30 
km of Nordic trails and snowshoe trails, 
which provide another way to discover 
this winter wonderland.

Shanty Creek offers hotel suites, condos 
and rental homes to suit all budgets and 
sizes. For lodging packages and rates, visit 
shantycreek.com. 

Budget Travel named Traverse City 
one of the 11 “Coolest Winter Places 
in America” and Livability.com added 
Traverse City to its list of “America’s 10 
Hottest Cold Cities” —  the nation’s best 
winter vacation destinations. They said 
Traverse City had “all the ingredients 
for a great winter vacation — a quaint 
downtown with beautiful views of Lake 
Michigan, micro breweries, restaurants, 
shops, performance venues and lots of 
snow.” 

Everything people love about Traverse 
City is still there: great dining, charming 
galleries and boutiques, splendid nightlife 
and exhilarating outdoor recreation with 
fewer crowds and reasonable off-season 
pricing, fall and winter are a particularly 
relaxing time to experience the place they 

Shanty Creek Resort.

S
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True Autumn
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visiting Traverse City

is deciding what 
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True North
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call Michigan’s “True North.”
The same water-cradled slopes that 

have made Traverse City the “cherry 
capital” of America are now producing 
some of the country’s finest wines.  Most 
of the region’s 40 wineries — located 
on the scenic Leelanau and Old Mis-
sion Peninsulas — are open for tastings 
and tours. The beer is pretty good, too; 
Draft magazine calls it one of America’s 
emerging beer towns! Traverse City Beer 
Week is November 8-15, and breweries, 
restaurants and bars will offer unique beer 
events, featuring brewers and brewery 
representatives from our Great Beer State 
of Michigan and beyond. 

Thanks to its many distinctive restau-
rants, Traverse City has acquired a reputa-
tion as one of America’s up and coming 
“foodie” towns (Bon Appetit magazine 
has listed it among the top five in the 
nation.) Its cuisine is an eclectic, relatively 
recent movement that borrows freely 
from other regional styles and relies heav-
ily on imagination, boldness and spunk. 
But if it has one defining characteristic, 
that would be a generous use of fresh 
ingredients from nearby farms, forests, 
waters and orchards. From appetizers to 
dessert, local restaurateurs seem to be on 
a mission to showcase the best of what 
the area has to offer.

Shoppers are drawn to the city’s tree-
shaded and pedestrian-friendly down-
town, where a decade of thoughtful 
restoration and renovation has yielded 
beautiful results: scores of fascinating 
boutiques, restaurants, coffee shops and 
galleries, and lots of places to sit and 
relax. Meanwhile, the castle-like build-
ings of the Grand Traverse Commons, 
a former mental asylum transformed 
into a bustling community of shops, 
restaurants, boutiques and salons, offer 
some shopping and dining adventures 
of their own. 

There’s a wide variety in lodging 
choices, too. With over 4,000 guest 
rooms, the Traverse City area has a style 
of lodging suited to every taste and every 
pocketbook, from  the city’s first hotel, 
the elegant downtown Park Place Hotel, 
to its newest property, the sophisticated 
Cambria Suites. 

Named Cambria Suites’ Hotel of the 
Year for three years in a row, the 92 suite 
property features the spacious guest 
suites, which feature separate living and 
resting areas as well as in-room amenities 
that include two flat-screen LCD TVs with 
over 60 HD stations, recently upgraded 

P a r k
Place
Hotel

Park Place
H o t e l

Park Place Hotel
Full Service Hotel

in Downtown
Traverse City

231 ◊ 946 ◊ 5000
www.Park-Place-Hotel.com

300 E State Street   Traverse City, MI 49684

Mention this ad when making your reservation & receive
A WELCOME TO TRAVERSE CITY PACKAGE
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Traverse City
high-speed internet, spa-like baths with 
Bath and Body Works products, and 
luxurious bedding.

Located at 255 Munson Avenue (US 31), 
the hotel also offers two shuttle vans to 
take guests around town, a guest laundry, 
and a state-of-the- art fitness center, with 
indoor pool and hot tub nearby.

After a full day of exploring the beauti-
ful Grand Traverse region, guests can relax 
with a hot drink from Cambria Suites 
Barista Coffee Bar in the lobby. 

Enjoy the diverse menus at Reflect, the 
restaurant and lounge inside the hotel. 
Scott Neumann, formally of Scott’s Harbor 
Grill has introduced new menu selections 
and nightly specials with an emphasis on 
fresh ingredients and creative prepara-
tion. Try the salad wraps, fish or shrimp 
tacos and bread pudding desert.

Visitors will be amazed by the unique 
seasonal events offered at Cambria Suites. 
Join them for some of the best jazz all 
winter featuring top  area musicians.

Budget-minded Canadians take note: 
the Best Western Four Seasons and Com-
fort Inn Traverse City, also offer good 

value.  But you might prefer to stake out 
a spot on the beach at one of the town’s 
many waterfront inns, find a quiet hide-
away in a hilltop vineyard chateau or rent 
a secluded cabin in the woods.

The historic Park Place Hotel is a 
beautiful old property in the middle of 
everything in Traverse City. It’s just steps 
from downtown shops and restaurants, 
or an easy stroll to the bay and beach. 
Constructed in 1873, the Park Place has 
come to occupy a prominent role in the 
area. The gracious accommodations, 
thoughtful amenities and comprehensive 
services make this a very special place.

The 140 tastefully appointed guest 
rooms and suites feature either one king or 
two queen beds, television with premium 
channels, coffee maker, small refrigerator, 
complimentary high-speed Internet ac-
cess. The Health Club features an indoor 
pool under an expansive glass dome, 
and offers cardio and weight/resistance 
machines, free weights, and a dry sauna. 

Minervas Restaurant & Bar on the lobby 
level is open for breakfast, lunch and din-
ner and offers a full menu featuring steaks, 
chops, pasta, seafood, salads and more. 

The Beacon Lounge on the 10th floor  
provides a very memorable setting, over-

looking Traverse City and Grand Traverse 
Bay and serves a full range of cocktails, 
appetizers, pizzas and desserts. 

Happy Hour is from 5-6 p.m. daily 
and all night on Wednesdays. Tuesday 
night is Martini Night, and all specialty 
martinis are $5 all night long! There’s live 
entertainment every Thursday, Friday 
and Saturday night along with the best 
sunsets in town!

And when that sun goes down, there’s 
still plenty to do. Nightlife in Traverse 
City can be an evening of cool jazz in 
a downtown restaurant, some stand-up 
comedy at the restored City Opera House, 
cutting-edge rock in a Union Street bistro, 
or gaming in the local casinos. The Tra-
verse City Winter Comedy Arts Festival 
takes place February 13-16, and features 
ice bowling, a bonfire and a complete 
lineup of comedic talent.

Fall or winter, it’s not hard to find 
adventure in Traverse City —  whether 
it’s a long walk along a misty beach, a 
bicycle ride over brilliantly-colored hills 
or a silent ski through a snow-shrouded 
winter forest. There are warm cherry pies, 
sweetly fragrant Old Mission ice wine, 
rich dark ales, blazing fireplaces and a 
sky filled with Traverse City stars!
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the Bavarian Inn, located right across the 
street. And for the sweet tooth, bring 
home pulled and kissed taffy, hand-pad-
dled fudge and barrels of nostalgic, and 
“do you remember when” candies. If you 
love shopping, you’ll love Frankenmuth, 
Michigan’s Little Bavaria.

Just 7-miles from Frankenmuth, Birch 
Run Premium Outlets is somewhere that 
you can “Shop, Eat, Stay and Play.” The 
Midwest’s largest outlet center is located 
half way between Flint and Saginaw off 
I-75 at exit 136. They feature over 180 
shops, 22 restaurants and 600 hotel 
rooms. They say you can’t see it all in one 
day! Birch Run Premium Outlets features 
an incredible array of top brand-name 
clothing and home-accessory retailers, 
including Ann Taylor, Banana Republic, 
Calvin Klein, Lacoste, Nike, The North 
Face, Polo Ralph Lauren, Tommy Hilfiger 
and more. Factory direct stores include 
Coach and Pottery Barn Outlet! 

Shoppers routinely save as much as 65 
percent off of retail prices. They feature 
many name brand restaurants along with 
our local fair, including Tony’s Restaurant 
which has been featured on the Food Net-
work and Destination America, known for 
their meal sizes and their “Got Bacon?”.

On Tuesdays take advantage of the 50 
Plus Shopper Perks with an added 10% 
savings  by simply presenting a photo 
identification with your proof of age to 
the cashier at participating stores.

The Birch Run Expo Center features in-
door events such as Shipshewana on the 
Road, Boat Shows, RV Shows, concerts and 
much more.  The Dixie Motor Speedway 
is open during the summer months for 
your need for speed, along with Baja Acres 
for those that love motocross. Cinema 
Hollywood is a unique venue to watch 
your favorite and new release movies.

For the kids there is Alpine Mountain 
Golf featuring miniature golf, bumper 
boats and go-carts. The Wilderness Trail 
Zoo offers face-to-face encounters with 
exotic animals. Home to one of the 
largest animal collections in Michigan 
a mile long trail winds past alligators, 
lions, tigers and camels. There’s also 
petting area, butterfly house and animal 
feeding stations. 

Tis the season to shop with Peppermint 
Perks. Save $5 off $25 or more at over 30 of 
your favourite Frankenmuth retailers. Offer 
valid November 15 through January 5, 2014. 
Can also be picked up at the Visitors Center 
or downloaded.

he Christmas Spirit is alive and 
well in Frankenmuth Michi-
gan. In fact, the little town of 
5,000, about 85-miles north 

of Detroit, celebrates Christmas 365-
days a year. Visitors will find themselves 
surrounded by family restaurants, the 
world’s largest Christmas store, and Bavar-
ian décor in a magical, fairy-tale setting. 

The Bavarian Inn’s Glockenspiel Tower, 
is one of the village’s best loved land-
marks, housing a magnificent 35-bell 
carillon, a beautiful figurine movement 
and an illuminated clock, all imported 
from Germany. 

Wrap up your holiday shopping at Bron-
ner’s, the world’s largest Christmas store. 
The size of one and a half football fields, 
Bronner’s is overflowing with ornaments  
and gifts and hundreds of decorated 
Christmas trees. No matter the season, 
you’ll find a reason to shop this famous 
Frankenmuth attraction. 

Frankenmuth is also known far and 
wide for its stylish boutiques, toy shops, 
clock shops, woolen mills, a country store 
and sweet confectionary shops.

Be sure to visit the German-style River 
Place shopping village housing over 40 
unique stores including Michigan’s largest 
bead haven, gourmet olive oils and colos-
sal cup cakes, women’s trendy apparel 
and fashionable accessories, toy stores 
and eclectic pop-culture wares.

Step across the street, and you’ll go 
cuckoo over 1,000 winding, chiming, 
and singing clocks at Frankenmuth Clock 
Company.

As you travel downtown, you’ll be en-
couraged to do more than just window 
shop at the unique boutiques stocked with 
designer and Michigan-made jewelry, 
specialty yarns, leather and purses, home 
decor, heritage lace, wool comforters and 
trend-setting women’s clothing.

Buying for others? Frankenmuth has 
souvenirs for the sophisticated and the 
silly. Frankenmuth offers wine and choco-
lates, cigars and Frankenmuth-made craft 
beer for the aficionados who appreciate 
the rare and uncommon.

Millions of visitors line up for the 
family style chicken dinners at Zehnder’s, 
America’s largest family restaurant, and 

T
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If every day was like X-mas
Frankenmuth & Birch Run Outlets
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One Exit. Two great Michigan Communities. A hop, skip and jump away  
from great shopping, food, attractions, festivals and lodging.

Premium Outlet Shopping  
World’s Largest Christmas Store

Antique Shoppes
Big Portions...Big Dinners (as seen on TV)

Horse-Drawn Carriage Rides 

tis t h e season or
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Mount Pleasant-ville
It’s right in the middle of Michigan

ount Pleasant combines a 
small town feel with big city 
amenities. Area highlights 
include Central Michigan 

University, as well as the Soaring Eagle 
Casino. This four diamond resort offers 
countless thrills, indulgent dining, thrill-
ing games, superstar entertainment, and 
breathtaking views. The casino features 
over 70 tables where you’re sure to find 
your favorite game including Blackjack, 
Roulette, Craps, Mini-Baccarat and more.

The Soaring Eagle Water Park and 
Hotel has a variety of dining and lodg-
ing options, the Hideaway RV Park and 
of course an indoor water park. Slip and 
slide through features like Loon’s Loop, 
a three-story slide that sends riders on a 
twisting, turning thrill ride.

Downtown Mount Pleasant features 
fine dining, shopping, and the historic 
Broadway Theatre. It also borders the 
picturesque Chippewa River, and two of 
Mt. Pleasant’s most scenic parks, Island 
Park and Nelson Park, offering a local trail 
system with a variety of nature trails and 
cycling and hiking paths.

Downtown is host to many local 
events throughout the year including 
the annual Dickens Christmas Festival 
featuring pancakes with Santa and his 

reindeer, carolers and musicians playing 
throughout downtown, and a lighted 
Christmas parade.

There are dozens of shopping and din-
ning opportunities including the Brass 
Café & Saloon. Family owned and pas-
sionate about providing food and drink, 
the Brass is a place to have a cocktail, a 
romantic evening out with your spouse, 
or a business meeting with associates. The 
Brass Cafe grows herbs in their own garden 
and uses fresh produce from local farms. 

Learn more about the Saginaw Chip-
pewa Indian Tribe at the Ziibiwing Cen-
ter. Conveniently located next door to 
the Soaring Eagle Casino, the Midwest’s 
premier American Indian museum and 
cultural center is also a unique facility 
in which to hold your next meeting or 
special event.

The Museum of Cultural and Natural 
History, located on the Central Michigan 
Universities campus, is both fun and 
educational. The museum hosts chang-
ing exhibits and activities year-round so 
there is always something new!

The Mt. Pleasant Discovery Museum 
is a children’s museum dedicated to es-
tablishing a fun, unique, hands-on,  and 
educational experience for children ages 
1-12 and families.

M
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The Soaring Eagle Casino.

CLARE COUNTY 
An early Irish settler named nearby 

Clare County after his beloved County 
Clare in Ireland. Many reminders of this 
Irish heritage are evident throughout this 
mid-Michigan community. Railroads, 
logging, and even a gangster or two 
are part of their colorful past. Explore 
the turn of the century architecture, 
and Depression-era art on a self-guided 
tour, or visit the historic Doherty Hotel. 
Established in 1924, the Leprechaun 
Lounge serves lunch and dinner, along 
with their world-famous Bloody Marys!

On May 14, 1938 Central Michigan oil 
promoter, Carl Jack Livingston, shot and 
killed Isaiah Leebove in the Tap Room of 
the hotel. Mr. Leebove was an attorney 
with ties to the infamous Purple Gang. 
The home he built in Clare is located 
just north of downtown Clare.

Downtown Clare recalls a time when 
you could stroll a brick-lined sidewalk 
with trees draped in white lights, and 
each store was unique. Browse everything 
from clothing and collectibles to home 
decorating, cycling gear, and of course, 
Celtic treasures. 

Canadians love to shop at Her Place, 
for fashionable apparel including dresses, 
sportswear, and accessories. Herrick 
House, located in the heart of down-
town provides visitors with a complete 
dining and shopping experience with 
unique gifts, accessories and decorating 
items for your home, and the Mulberry 
Café serving superb home style food for 
breakfast and lunch.

Visit the world-famous Cops & Dough-
nuts Bakery featuring quality home-baked 
goods since 1896.

Clare County is home to a large 
community of Amish, renowned for 
their finely crafted products, including 
furniture, quilts and baskets. Visit the 
Amish Quilt Auction, Craft Show, and 
Flea Market the third weekend in May 
and the Friday and Saturday of the Labor 
Day weekend.

Biking and hiking enthusiasts can 
travel the picturesque Pere-Marquette 
Rail Trail, a 30-mile paved trail from 
downtown Clare to Midland. 

Clare turns green every March at the 
annual St. Patrick’s Day Celebration. 
Enjoy a host of Irish traditions including 
parades, bed races, craft show, music and 
even a Leprechaun contest!
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    Life is...
      Good
        in the Center of it all

888•772•2016 - www.mountpleasantwow.com

SOARING EAGLE CASINO • CMU FOOTBALL
CHAMPIONSHIP GOLF • ZONTA APPLEFEST 

PAPA’S PUMPKIN PATCH
MOUNTAIN TOWN OKTOBERFEST

AND MORE!

www.clarecounty.com   ■   800-715-3550

CLARE • HARRISON • FARWELL • LAKE GEORGE • LAKE • LEOTA

■  Lodging
■  History
■  Golf Courses
■  Outdoor Activities
■  ATV/ORV Trails
■  Parks
■  Amish

www.clarecounty.com      800-715-3550

 FARWELL  LAKE GEORGE  LAKE  LEOTA

www.clarecounty.com   www.clarecounty.com   
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C ruising is a moveable feast 
aboard Princess Cruises’ new-
est ship. The 3,600 passenger 
Royal Princess is an intoxicating 

mix of classic Italian ambience, gourmet 
dining and stellar entertainment aboard 
a floating resort where you can relax or 
revel to your heart’s content. And with 
Princess’ flexible Anytime Dining option, 
you can eat whenever and with whomever 
you choose.

A seductive seraglio the gilt and glass 
the cavernous three-deck-high atrium is 
50 percent larger than current Princess 
ships. Passengers descend a pair of marble 
spiral staircases to the Piazza “the social 
hub of the ship.” Sip a martini at Crooners, 
a Rat Pack-era lounge, or stop by Gelato, 
an authentic gelateria featuring fresh 
gelato, sundaes, and waffle cones. Ocean 
Terrace is a fresh new seafood bar in the 
Atrium featuring caviar, sushi, oysters 
and more. The International Cafe serves 
fresh pastries, warm paninis.

One of the ship’s most striking features 
is SeaWalk, extending 28 feet beyond the 

BY RENU SAGGAR

starboard side of the ship on the top deck. 
Hovering 128 feet above the ocean, this 
dramatic glass-bottomed walkway offers 
unparalleled views.

Royal Princess features several special 
dining spaces, including Chef’s Table 
Lumiere, a spectacular new dining event 
that moves the Chef’s Table experience 
light years into the future. Guests will 
be magically surrounded by a curtain of 
light — providing a soft wall of privacy 
that envelopes a custom-made glass table 
located in the Concerto dining room.

Diners in the Symphony and Allegro 
dining rooms can enjoy a private din-
ing experience in a wine cellar inspired 
space. Menus are designed to pair with 
wines and include carved classics like 
rack Crown of Veal, Lamb Baron and 
Veal rack a l’Orlov. Wine cellar specialty 
menus were developed in conjunction 
with noted winemakers, and are designed 
especially to pair with matching wines.

Alfredo’s Pizzeria serves hand-tossed 
Neapolitan-style pizza, hot out of the 
oven, while Princess’ signature Tuscan-
inspired specialty restaurant, Sabatini’s 
features a fresh menu of sophisticated 
Italian favorites. With an elegant décor 
merging glass, marble, wood and mirror 
details, the centerpiece is a grand wine 

Royal Princess is filled with 5-Star dining.

The Atrium is the social hub of the ship.

A feast for the senses
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Cays, Bahamas; St. Thomas and Grand 
Turk. She will then make her first 7-day 
roundtrip sailing from Ft. Lauderdale on 
November 3 to Princess Cays, Bahamas; 
St. Thomas, St. Maarten. She’ll sail this 
Eastern Caribbean itinerary through April 
27, when she’ll make a Transatlantic 
crossing and begin summer sailings in 
Northern Europe sailing an 11-day itin-
erary from Copenhagen. This includes 
a two-day experience in St. Petersburg – 
featuring two full days and an overnight 
stay. Other stops include Oslo, Norway; 
Berlin, Germany; Helsinki, Finland; and 
Stockholm, Sweden.

Taking over her 2013 Mediterranean 
itinerary will be sister ship, Regal Prin-
cess, launching June 2014. Next summer 
season, passengers have a choice of two 
itinerary options on Regal Princess’ 12-
day Grand Mediterranean cruises  – both 
feature an overnight stay in Venice, plus 
calls in Rome, Florence/Pisa, Naples (for 
Capri & Pompeii), Athens, Mykonos, 
Kusadasi (for Ephesus) and Toulon (for 
Provence). 

One version of the cruise features a call 
in Istanbul and the other makes a stop at 
medieval Dubrovnik, Croatia. 

baked waffles and French toast at break-
fast. Those who love to sleep in will even 
find a special “late, late risers” breakfast 
corner.

Dinner in the Horizon Court is an 
interactive experience with themed 
events and specialty dinners.  On certain 
nights passengers may find a Brazilian 
churrascaria, Argentine gaucho theme, 
a European bistro or British pub. Food 
service includes a hibachi grill, rotisser-
ies and carving stations, a taqueria, and 
a sandwich bar. 

Vines wine and tapas bar serves exclu-
sive new- and old-world vintage wines 
along with wine sampling, food pairing 
and unique events. Small include Spanish 
tapas, Greek mezes, Venetian cicchetti, 
Latin American pinchos and Caribbean 
cutters.

For a taste of Great Britain, the popular 
Pub Lunch features British favorites such 
as fish and chips or bangers and mash, 
and can naturally be accompanied by a 
favorite ale or bitter.

Royal Princess will begin her winter 
Caribbean cruises on October 29. Her 
maiden voyage will be a 5-day sailing 
roundtrip from Ft. Lauderdale to Princess 

display, offering an impressive selection 
of Italian varietals – including Chianti, 
Sangiovese, and Brunello di Montalcino. 
With attentive personal service guests will 
have the feeling of having just stepped 
into a ristorante in the heart of Tuscany.

With its signature theater-style open 
kitchen, the Crown Grill sets the stage 
for a menu of chops, seafood and pre-
mium Sterling Silver steaks. Meanwhile 
the Wheelhouse Bar offers comfortable 
place to sip a drink and enjoy live piano 
entertainment. Tea lovers will congregate 
at the unique Tea Tower complete with a 
tea sommelier and a choice of 250 blends.

The Horizon Court buffet has been 
decked out with a brand-new layout, new 
action stations, and intriguing new bistro 
options — such as a crab shack complete 
with mallets and bibs, or an opportunity 
to try fondues from around the world. 
There is even a dedicated pastry shop, 
an industry first. 

Passengers can indulge in fresh-baked 
goodies throughout the day, including 
croissants, pastries, hot desserts, freshly 

Royal Princess

The Royal Princess Top Deck.
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Ohio changes with the seasons
Pulsing with shopping, fine dining and fun 
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othing beats Ohio in the fall. 
The long days of summer 
slowly give way to crisp, frost-
tinged evenings and fields are 

gilded with the gold of Indian summer. 
The changing leaves begin to show them-
selves like the first gray hair. The brisk 
winds of November will soon carry them 
away and the landscape will sparkle and 
glisten under a white mantle of snow.
LAKE COUNTY

Whether you’re looking for a place to 
snuggle up or some outdoor adventure 
Ohio offers an unlimited amount of 
close-to-home recreation, shopping and 
entertainment. Cleveland’s neighbor Lake 
County offers a surprising New England 
ambiance. The area is home to Mentor 
Headlands Beach State Park, Fairport 
Harbor, Lakefront Park, trophy fishing 
and award-winning wineries. 

 Once the summer retreat for Cleveland 
industrialists who built their summer 
home mansions, Ohio’s smallest county 
features blue chip attractions like the 
James A. Garfield National Historic Site, 
home of America’s 20th President and 
Historic Kirtland Village, a restored 19th 
century village that features a Holiday 
Nativity Show with 700 crèche’s.

In the autumn, Lake County is ablaze in 

fall foliage, with one of the USA’s largest 
arboretums, plus major nature preserves 
and 36 parks, including Lake Erie beach 
parks. The grapes are being harvested in 
the epicenter of the Grand River Winery 
District, Ohio’s largest winery region. Lake 
County and its neighbor, Geneva, also 
offer two, new micro-distilleries.

Fresh, distinctive, Victorian B&B’s, a 
golf resort nestled on 700 acres of wooded 
land, plus new and remodelled luxury 
and affordable hotels will provide a wide 
variety of accommodations.

Nature’s bounty is so plentiful that 
Lake County is a paradise for your palate. 
Mentor, Lake County’s largest city, fea-
tures over 150 restaurants. Lake County’s 
winery district also features dining at 
several wineries. 

No matter what your shopping style, 
you are certain to find an endless variety 
of ways to satisfy your itch for something 
new. Discover a fabulous mix of malls, 
antique dealers, downtown districts, 
unique specialty shops, art galleries and 
farmer’s markets. 

Traveling south for autumn getaways or 
on the way to Florida? Take a detour off 
Interstate 90- and plan a stopover in Lake 
County, Lake Erie East’s Coastal getaway 
oasis. Visit www.lakevisit.com; mobile 

www.lakevisit.mobi, or 800-368-LAKE.
COLUMBUS

Columbus is not only Ohio’s capital, 
it’s also becoming the Midwest’s capital 
of cool. Columbus Commons pulses with 
uber trendy activity. The new Scioto Mile 
is a ribbon of downtown parkland that 
snakes along the Scioto River, anchored 
by Bicentennial Park’s stunning new 
sculptural fountain.

Each year Columbus’ Grand Illumina-
tion features festive holiday displays in 
Bicentennial Park, the Scioto Mile Prom-
enade and City Hall. The area will light up 
with thousands of L.E.D. lights on over 
60 trees. A spectacular light show at the 
Scioto Mile Fountain has over 6 million 
color variations! First Night Columbus 
will feature dozens of entertainers in 
multiple downtown performance venues, 
and many hands-on activities 

The Atlantic recently ranked Columbus 
as one of the top three largest metropoli-
tan cities in the United States for fash-
ion. One of the city’s fashion centers is 
downtown Columbus’ Short North Arts 
District. With its miles of chic boutiques 
and galleries, the Short North attracts 
avant-garde, independent fashion retail-
ers and designers. 

Easton Town Center is the Midwest’s 
premier destination for shopping, din-
ing and entertainment. With its unique 
village setting, large public spaces, plazas 
and abundant free parking, Easton offers 
a diverse retail mix in an open-air pedes-
trian friendly setting. 

Easton is home to an eclectic assort-
ment of retailers ranging from Nordstrom 
and Macy’s to Coach, Apple, Victoria’s 
Secret, Crate and Barrel, and more. If 
you are hungry Easton has a mouth-
watering mix of crowd pleasers like The 
Cheesecake Factory and California Pizza 
Kitchen. Casual cafés like Cosí and Panera 
Bread and fine fare at the likes of Smith 
& Wollensky and Mitchell’s Ocean Club.

The newest addition to Easton Town 
Center is the family-centric retail and 
dining district, Fenlon Square. Whether 
making a stop at the American Girl Store, 
eating at numerous family-friendly res-
taurants it’s must-do location for children 
and families.

Easton Gateway — opening in 2014 
— add 54 acres and more than 500,000 
square feet of specialty retail and res-
taurant. Construction is already under 
way for Saks Fifth Avenue, Whole Foods, 
Costco and many more. 

The Columbus Skyline.
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an art form?
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Seasons of Ohio
MARIETTA

The historic river city of Marietta cel-
ebrates a rich history of an era gone by. 
Located at the confluence of the Ohio and 
Muskingum Rivers, it’s a place where the 
past still lives on with covered bridges, 
authentic sternwheelers and a tradition 
of handcrafted artistry. 

Visitors to Marietta’s picturesque down-
town rave about unique shops and local 
eateries throughout this vibrant river city. 
Browse antique storefronts for vintage 
finds, modern cookware, art, clothing and 
more. From the Parsley-Garlic Fettuccini 
at Rossi Pasta to the Sternwheeler Red at 
the Marietta Wine Cellars, every souvenir 
entices visitors with a reason to return. 

Home to several urban-inspired res-
taurants, Marietta has a plate for every 
appetite and budget. A local favorite, the 
“Sure-to-be-Famous” Harmar Tavern Bo-
logna Sandwich thrills even the toughest 
critic, while the Buckley House Restaurant 
features fusion fare with flavors from Ku-
wait, Lebanon and Italy. With far more 
boutiques, cafes and pubs to discover 
along the tree-lined brick streets, Marietta 

offers a breath of fresh air from shopping 
malls and town-centers throughout Ohio.

Next door, Middle West Spirits is crafting 
spirits in a towering copper still that’s a 
highlight of the tasting tour of Middle 
West’s OYO brand whisky and vodka. In 
nearby Grandview, yet another distillery 
is making great hooch. Watershed offers 
tours and tastings, as well as hammerschla-
gen, a lively Swiss drinking game where 
visitors attempt to pound giant nails into 
a tree trunk. Watershed distils fine vodka, 
along with a revered gin that layers citrus 
and botanicals along with the typical 
juniper for an expressive taste.

A few miles from town, in the rolling 
hills of a pastoral former horse farm, 
brewmaster Matthew Barbee taps his 
private well for water that mirrors that 
of Wallonia, Belgium to craft delicious 
farmhouse ales. Rockmill Brewery’s new 
and much-anticipated tasting room now 
draws visitors from afar to taste his four 
enchanting craft beers at their source.
WAYNE COUNTY

If you’re tired of waiting in long lines 
and fighting for parking spaces at the 
mall, the Wayne County Convention and 
Visitors Bureau invites you to discover 
the quaint downtowns and quiet villages 

of Wayne County, Ohio. A place where 
you can shop in a relaxed stress-free 
atmosphere and experience Christmas 
Shopping the way it should be.

In Downtown Wooster, parking spaces 
are as abundant as the many different 
shops who call this historic tree lined 
main street community home. Come 
enjoy the “unwrapping” of the animated 
Christmas windows on November 22 
as the Downtown Merchants celebrate 
Window Wonderland.

 Whether your shopping style is funky 
or sophisticated you’ll appreciate the 
unique “Soho Style” galleries, bakeries, 
restaurants, book stores, and wonderful 
one-of-a-kind shops including Everything 
Rubbermaid, Roomscapes, Friendtique 
Hospice Resale Boutique, Gallery in the 
Vault, and the Wooster Book Company, 
just to name a few. Turn your shopping 
trip into a special holiday get-a-way, and 
spend the night at the newly opened St. 
Paul Hotel, a New York-style boutique 
hotel just a block off Public Square and in 
walking distance to many fine restaurants 
and night spots.

Visit the southern part of the county 
and the quaint Village of Shreve. Stroll 
down main street and visit an Old Fash-

@VisitMariettaOH

facebook.com/mariettaoh

Escape to Marietta and discover life in a charming 
riverboat town. Explore our bold beginnings or 

navigate your own adventure. Unique shopping, 
dining, and a ton of attractions and outdoor recreation 
await! Whatever the reason, make Exit-1 the first stop 
on your next vacation.



ioned Hardware Store, complete with 
creaky hardwood floors, for that hard to 
find gift for the man on your list. Next 
door you’ll find the Des Dutch Essenhaus 
Restaurant, Quilt Shop & Bakery in case 
you need help with your holiday baking.

Just down the road is the Pine Tree Barn, 
a 200-acre family owned Christmas Tree 
Farm featuring several different gift and 
boutique areas, including fine furniture, 
Christmas decorations, period furnishing 
and decorations. The Granary Restaurant 
serves lunch daily and the lemon crumb 
muffins are to die for.

No shopping trip to Wayne County 
would be complete without a stop in 
Kidron, home of Lehman’s Hardware. 
Walking through the front door you’ll 
step back into time 100 years. You are 
sure to fall in love with their selection 
of oil lamps, handmade pottery, and 
nonelectric toys. Later, check out the 
Das Dutch Kitchen and Bakery, known 
for their Amish style buffet and salad bar.

The City of Orrville, is the hometown 
of those wonderful Smuckers Jams and 
Jellies. The J.M. Smucker Company Store 
and Cafe, kicks off the season in style 
in November with their Home for the 
Holidays Event. 

Wander The Wonders of  Wayne County, Ohio

2013 WCCVB    080 020513                  visit www.wccvb.com or call 1-800-362-6474

To Discover
what you have 
been missing

Lehman’s, Kidron
888.438.5346 
www.Lehmans.com

Lehman’s, Kidron
888.438.5346 
www.Lehmans.com

Lehman’s, Kidron
888.438.5346 
www.Lehmans.com

Lehman’s, Kidron
888.438.5346 
www.Lehmans.com

Lehman’s, Kidron
888.438.5346 
www.Lehmans.com

Lehman’s, Kidron
888.438.5346 
www.Lehmans.com

Lehman’s, Kidron
888.438.5346 
www.Lehmans.com

Lehman’s, Kidron
888.438.5346 
www.Lehmans.com

Lehman’s, Kidron
888.438.5346 
www.Lehmans.com

The J.M. Smucker 
Company Store and 
Cafe, Orrville
330.684.1500  
www.smuckers.com

Ohio Light Opera 
Resident Professional 
Company of The 
College of Wooster
330.263.2345 
www.ohiolightopera.org

Shisler’s Cheese 
House, Orrville

330.682.2105 
www.cheesehouse.com 

Downtown Wooster
330.262.6222 
www.mainstreetwooster.org

Hampton Inn, Wooster 
330.345.4424 
www.wooster.hamptoninn.com

Hilton Garden Inn, Wooster
330.202.7701 
www.wooster.stayhgi.com

P. Graham Dunn, 
Dalton 

866.922.0306  
www.pgrahamdunn.com

Secrest Arboretum 
& Gardens, Wooster

330.464.2148  
www.secrest.osu.edu

DisCOver
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It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas in Carrollton Ohio
olidays often seem to be more 
about crowds, traffic and 
chaos than the magic of the 
season. So, if Bedford Falls is 

beginning to feel more like Pottersville, 
maybe it’s time for you visit a place so 
authentic it could have been the inspira-
tion for “It’s a Wonderful Life.”

The rolling hills of East Central Ohio 
give Carroll County a source of natural 
beauty that has long been appreciated. 
Step back in time and enjoy the beauty 
of Bluebird Farm Park and Susie’s Mu-
seum of Childhood, filled with toys from 
the 1800’s to present and guaranteed to 
delight children of all ages. 

The scenic village of Carrollton deco-
rates their store windows with whimsical 
animations. Spend some time exploring 
the historic buildings and homes within 
walking distance of the town square. Visit 
the McCook House Civil War Museum or 
one of several antique stores

Some of the unique retailers in the area 
include Ashton’s 5 & 10 Cent Store — a Ben 

Franklin general merchandise store that 
was opened during the Great Depression. 
It still has the original oak squeaky floors, 
a candy counter, toys, fabric, decorations, 
and more. 

Bud’s Farm Toys features quality, die 
cast tractors and implements, trucks and 
construction toys including authentic 
Radio Flyer trikes, bikes and wagons, 
Breyer horses and collectibles.

Located in a restored historic feed mill, 
the Arts Center features original paintings 
and photographs, one-of-a-kind jewelry 

items, scarves, cards and limited edition 
prints all done by local artisans. 

When you’re hungry stop in at Donna’s 
Deli where everything is made from 
scratch and prepared daily. Betty Kaye 
Bakery is family owned and operated for 
over 60 years making brownies, cookies, 
cream sticks and other sweet treats. You 
can also visit and purchase wine at one 
of three wineries, ALBI Winery, Bluebird 
Winery and Twigg Winery. 

Looking for something to help keep 
you warm during cold winter nights? 
Check out Lana Bella Alpaca Farm & Store, 
a full service alpaca farm offering a full 
line of alpaca sweaters, accessories, yarn, 
fleece, and more. Unlike wool it won’t 
make you itch.

A great place to stay while visiting the 
area is Atwood Lake Resort that overlooks 
scenic Atwood Lake. The full service hotel 
has a restaurant, lounge, pool and more 
for your stay. Here no one stays a stranger 
for long and the lost art of conversation 
finds effortless expression.

H
Ring in the holidays in Carroll County

The Carroll County Courthouse.
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works for everyone. Your needs are unique 
so is your lifestyles even your ancestral 
background all play a factor.

Another principle that is often over-
looked is the concept of Primary Food™. 
You may be wondering what Primary 
Food is. Do you remember a time that 
you were so in love that the last thing 
that was on your mind was food? Your 
passion engulfed you, fed you, nourished 
you. Now think of a time when you were 
depressed, your self-esteem was at an all-
time low. No matter how much you ate, 
you weren’t satisfied. You weren’t hungry 
for secondary food; you were starving for 
primary food. What you really needed to 
nourish you was hug or a friend to talk to, 
not the quart of ice cream in the fridge. 
These things are often overlooked but 
relationships are a huge part of your hap-
piness, feeling connected to something 
bigger than yourself, creating time to have 
fun, finding purpose to your daily life all 
contribute to your sense of nourishment 
and fulfillment. 

 And finally the Integrative Nutrition™ 
Plate which emphasizes whole foods, 
the importance of portion size and is 
surrounded with lifestyle choices that 
create optimal health. Sadly, in just a 
few generations we have completely 
transformed what, when and how we 
eat. What you buy at the supermarket 
looks like food and in some cases it may 
even taste like food, but most of what you 
buy has hormones, pesticides, chemical 
additives and may even be genetically 
modified. Do you sometimes eat in your 
car, at your desks or in front of the TV? 
Do you find that you eat in such a hurry 
chewing; tasting and enjoying your food 
aren’t even considered? That’s why many 
of us suffer from such a wide range of 
digestive disorders. Tiffany will introduce 
you to some of the healthiest food on the 
planet and teach you how to find what’s 
healthiest for your unique body!  Because 
one size doesn’t fit all! 

Are you ready to take the first step to 
living a more Luminous Life inside and 
out? Talk to Tiffany, it could be the one 
conversation that will change your life 
forever!

Tiffany Stager received her training as a 
health coach from the Institute for Integrative 
Nutrition’s cutting edge Health Coach Train-
ing Program. Her office is located in LaSalle, 
ON, however depending on your preferences 
health coaching can be conducted individu-
ally, in groups, in person or via telephone 
and electronic means.

Live a more Lumimous Life 
Working with a Health & Wellness Coach  

BY RENU SAGGAR

went to bed last night a size 6 
and I woke up a size 16. What 
happened!? Where did that 
double chin come from, where 

is my waistline…actually….I can’t see my 
toes anymore because I can’t see past my 
stomach! Hope I don’t need a pedicure!

Isn’t it funny how all of sudden you 
wake up one day and you don’t recog-
nize the person staring back at you in 
the mirror.

But, is it really all of a sudden?
Of course not, weight gain is gradual 

but like everything in life, sometimes we 
all need to hit rock bottom before we are 
willing to take charge of our health, but 
how to begin? 

A quick browse on the internet reveals 
that there are almost 30,000 diet and 
weight loss books available on Amazon. 
That doesn’t even take into consideration 
the countless magazines, newspapers, 
television shows, commercials and inter-
net blogs all touting they have the latest 
and greatest weight loss “cure”!

The reality is 80% of diet and exercise 
plans don’t work. So what are you to do?

Enter the Health and Wellness Coach.
Professional athletes have coaches to 
improve their game. Why not your own 
health and wellness coach to improve 
your life? Who doesn’t want to live a 
happier, more fulfilled luminous life?

Health Coach Tiffany Stager approaches 

your health and wellness from a holistic 
point of view. Don’t get nervous about 
the term “holistic”, it simply means that 
together you look at how all areas of 
your life are connected. Do you find you 
overeat when you stress out, or maybe re-
lationships are triggering those late night 
binges. Maybe you don’t get enough sleep 
so even if you found the time to exercise 
you wouldn’t have the energy.

Tiffany doesn’t dwell on counting 
calories, carbs, fats, and proteins. The 
goal is not to a create a list of do’s and 
don’ts or unrealistic restrictions. Instead, 
you work together to create a more lumi-
nous, nourished life that is flexible, fun 
and rewarding with your health goals in 
mind. Such as achieving optimal weight, 
discovering what your food cravings really 
mean, ways to improve your sleep and 
maximize your energy. During the process 
you will develop a deeper understanding 
of the food and lifestyle choices that 
work best for you and implement lasting 
changes that will improve your energy, 
balance and health.

Here are some principles that you will 
explore together:

Have you ever heard the saying “One 
person’s food is another person’s poison”? 
That’s typically why fad diets tend to fail 
in the long run. Tiffany works on the 
principle of Bio-individuality™ because 
there is no one perfect way of eating that 

I
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Shop & Dine in 
Windsor and 
Essex County

hether you’re looking for trendsetting fashions, 
or a new bauble to wear around your neck or 
finger, Windsor and Southern Ontario has your 
shopping Mojo covered like no place else. Doz-

ens of boutiques, galleries and bistros are ready to cater to your 
passion for fashion, cool drinks, and fine dining. It’s big city 
style, with down home prices and small town service.

Windsor Crossing
Windsor Crossing is one of the most exciting retail develop-

ments in Southwestern Ontario. Their collection of premium 
brand names are specifically tailored to designer fashion, athletic 
apparel, shoes and home accessories, among others. With over 
30 stores to choose from, Windsor Crossing has something for 
everyone. Check out Sunshine Nails for the fall’s hottest trends 
and colours like black reverse French tips.

Windsor Crossing currently houses some of the most elite 
brands at savings of up to 60% off everyday. Brands like Aero-
postale, Coach Factory, Hugo Boss Outlet and Tommy Hilfiger 
Outlet. Fashionable footwear fans will find plenty at the new 
Puma Store, as well as Reebok Outlet, Tootsies Factory Shoe 
Market and Nine West Shoe Studio. Stokes is Canada’s only 
national chain of kitchenware, tableware and giftware.

Newer stores include Roots 73 Outlet Store, Costa Blanca and 
Banana Republic. Experience the thrill of the hunt, then relax 
after your shopping excursion at Vital Therapy, or enjoy the 
specialty beverages and cuisine at Caffé Mondo.

Franco Angileri Designs Ltd
Franco Angileri Designs in the heart of Windsor’s Little Italy, 

is a unique and one of a kind boutique featuring exceptionally 
beautiful designer clothing from around the world. Located at 
814 Erie St. East in Windsor, Angileri offers dozens of contem-
porary designs for both men and women, from casual daywear 
to exclusive evening wear, and one of the finest selections of 
coats and jackets.

“I’ve always had a love of clothing. It was a way for me to 
express my artistic creativity,” says fashion designer extraordi-
naire Franco Angileri. An A-list of pro athletes, and celebrities 
wear his clothes, and he’s also costumed professional ballroom 
dancers and entertainers. The Detroit Free Press heralded him 
as “The Area’s Best Kept Secret.”

Angileri is also proud to feature Sarah Pacini from Italy, Caty 
Lesca from France, Ronen Chen from Israel, Juffrouw Jansen 
from Amsterdam, Rock ’N Karma and Simon Chang from 
Canada and many more top brand designers.

 He has also introduced an array of hot, new designers featured 
in magazines, runways and television, such as Body Frock – day 
to cocktail just to name a few. Visit them soon to view their 
selection of beautiful designs, colours of fabrics from Monday- 
Saturday, 9-5 or call for a personal appointment. 

 Franco will personally do alterations to make that perfect 

W
BY RENU SAGGAR
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Shop & Dine
fit.  Fancy a custom designed outfit, wait 
no longer and call Franco who trained 
alongside world famous designers.

Angileri attended the prestigious Par-
sons School of Design in New York City 
and Sheridan Fashion Institute & Technol-
ogy in Toronto, and was fortunate enough 
to learn his craft from  celebrated designers 
like Valentino, Oscar De La Renta, Pierre 
Cardin, Alfred Sung, Michele Robichaud 
and others.

“I love to make a woman feel special,” 
Angileri says. “It’s a style for today based 
on yesterday’s elegance.”

Mezzo Ristorante  
& Lounge

Mezzo Ristorante & Lounge offers a chic, 
yet comfortable atmosphere. The ambi-
ence provides a unique balance of stylish 
metropolitan flare, exceptional service 
and authentic Italian cooking. Perhaps 
that’s why it’s a favorite with Hollywood 
honchos like George Clooney, who was 
spotted here recently. 

Mezzo is Italian for “middle” and the 
restaurant is located in the heart of Erie 
Street. Owners Michael Barlozzari and 
Filip Rocca have succeeded in bringing 
their restaurant/lounge concept to the 
forefront of the local culinary scene by 

combining Northern and Southern Italian 
cuisine with global influences. 

The menu skillfully combines fresh 
seasonal local ingredients. Customers rave 
about new menu items like marinated 
and grilled Australian lamb served with 
a guincale and wild mushroom risotto. 
The pan seared ‘AAA’ beef tenderloin is 
served with soy stained shitake mush-
rooms, roasted onions, white truffle oil 
and sea salt.

Desserts include Mezzo’s signature Ti-
ramisu — layered ladyfinger cookies with 
liquor and espresso flavoured mascarpone 
cheese and topped with chocolate.

Check out their website www.mezzo.
ca for events like a Halloween costume 
party on November 1st, a November 20th 
fashion show with Pray Boutique, and 
November 27th Supper Club. Mezzo’s 
newly renovated Lounge has a fresh new 
look .They now have seasonal local art 
on display, so every three months they 
change the paintings and as always, 
Mezzo turns Club at 10 p.m. 

Mauro’s on Erie
Windsor’s Via Italia has an Italian 

restaurant on every corner, and to make 
it here, the food, ambiance and service 
must be nothing less than sensational. A 
relative newcomer on the block is Mauro’s 
on Erie, but it is already making a lasting 
impression. Classy but unpretentious, 
Mauro’s is like eating with family and 
friends. Guests will feel instantly at home.

While it’s hard to go wrong a tradi-
tional Amatriciana and a glass of Cab-
ernet, owner Mauro Pippo has created a 
menu that defies expectations, adroitly 
mingling crowd pleasing favorites with 
some unusual choices, including gluten 
free and vegetarian dishes. Appetizers 
include the Artisan Plate, a selection of 
cured meats, artisanal cheeses, marinated 
vegetables and condiments. The Caprese 
salad is an artfull melange of heirloom to-
matoes and unripened mozzarella cheese, 
with olive oil, fresh basil and balsamic. 
Entrees range from grilled Angus Rib Eye 
Steak thyme and roasted garlic butter, to 
Veal Chop Milanese, with lemon caper 
sauce, arugula-radish salad.

Make sure you leave some room for 
the Dessert Pizza.

Mauro encourages family-style dining 
because he loves to see people enjoying a 
good time together. The staff is friendly 
and more inportantly, passionate about 
the food. Portions are plentiful and invite 
sharing and are very reasonably priced.
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Shop & Dine
Amherstburg

Tradition continues during the River 
Lights Winter Festival in historic Am-
herstburg; one of the oldest and prettiest 
towns in Ontario! Celebrating the Victo-
rian era of Amherstburg, you will feel as 
though you’ve stepped into a Christmas 
card from the past. Opening night kicks 
off Saturday, November 16. ERCA Super 
Santa 5k run will lead the spectacle fol-
lowed by traditional tree lighting and 
Fireworks over the Detroit River!

Not to be missed is the Christmas House 
Tour. From November 30 to December 1, 
over 10 houses and sites will be dressed 
to the nines by local decorators and busi-
nesses. What a great way to get a glimpse 
of what’s hot and new for Christmas dé-
cor!   For more information, visit  www.
riverlights.ca . 

A La Mode
Shoppers in Amherstburg will find 

many unique shops, cafes  and boutiques. 
A La Mode, ladies fashions, shoes and ac-
cessories, is located at 52 Richmond St. 
They also have a second location at 3869 
Dougall Ave. in Windsor. 

Fashion is their passion and A La Mode 
is passionate about making the shopping 
experience comfortable, personable and 
affordable, while selecting colorful tops, 
dresses, skirts, necklaces, earrings, shoes 
and much more. 

Clothing lines include  fashion forward 
labels like Spanner, Joseph Ribkoff, Ani-
male, Simon Chang, Tiny Bowls, Montage 
and Not Your Daughter’s Jeans.

Artisan Grill
Artisan Grill is a premium causal res-

taurant located in Historic Downtown 
Amherstburg. The menu is very afford-
able and a great value for the money. 
After a year of serving their guests they 
continue to grow and develop and have 
launched their Fall Fusion feature menu 
and updated their wine list with a blend of 
local and international wineries. They’re  
busier than ever, and they recommend 
making reservations to ensure they can 
accommodate you.

Artisan Grill is now booking Christmas 
Parties and the menu is already being 
designed for New Year’s Eve. They can 
accommodate parties up to one hundred 
people and have a private lounge for your 
special event for up to twenty-five people. 

Chef Matthew is glad to customize a 
menu to suit your preferences. The deli-
cious handcrafted food, beautiful décor, 
and the amazing atmosphere will keep 
you coming back again. 

With hospitality as their main focus, 
the service is very attentive and they 
will be glad to accommodate any special 
request. They feature live dinner music 
Friday and Saturday evenings and also 
have thirty-one beers to offer and a thirty-
five item wine list with a blend of local 
and international wineries.  So make your 
reservation today.  www.artisangrill.ca.

St. Clair Centre  
for the Arts

The St. Clair College Centre for the Arts 
is the perfect setting for weddings, catered 
events, and trade shows. Formerly known 
as the Cleary International Centre, the 
riverfront location overlooks Detroit’s 
magnificent skyline and the beautifully 
manicured gardens of Windsor’s river-
front esplanade.

The Centre’s meeting, exhibition and 
banquet space can accommodate up to 
1,500 guests. The rooftop Riverview Ter-
race and the floor-to-ceiling glass façade 
in the Ballroom, provide truly memorable 
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Afterwards, take a leisurely stroll down 
Main Street Kingsville or Cottam, and let 
their classic charm warm your hearts. Visit 
the Kingsville B.I.A. www.kingsvillebia.
com for more information.

Enjoy entertainment, carolling, fire-
works and more at the Fantasy of Lights, 
November 16 to January 08,2014. Visit 
www.fantasyoflights.ca for more infor-
mation. The Kingsville Christmas House 
Tour takes place November 23-24 with 
selected homes beautifully trimmed for  
the season. Come and enjoy shopping, a 
friendly atmosphere and personal service. 
Visit their  tourism website www.kingsvil-
letourism.ca and www.kingsville.ca for 
more information. 

views of the Detroit Skyline. Weddings, 
anniversary parties, corporate functions, 
Indian and Jewish Kosher events, onsite 
and offsite catering with delivery or other 
special occasions, really give them an op-
portunity to show off their best talents. 

Let their experience help you choose 
menu items, themes, decorating ideas, 
audio-visual capabilities, and more.

B-Vogue
B-Vogue markets to fashion-conscious 

women who choose a modern, dynamic 
style that is easy to use and at the same 
time, highlights quality and elegance.

One of their lines “SPACE” was a big 
challenge. Very well established in Eu-
rope, the designer was very particular 
about who to give the line to. Before 
he would even consider their shop, the 
owners had to travel to Italy to meet with 
him personally.

Since they were desperate for the line, 
loved it like no other line before, they 
bought two tickets to Italy, booked a hotel, 
rented a car, dressed to kill and showed 
up in the showroom to meet the designer.

They soon found out that “SPACE” 
usually deals with people who own mul-
tiple boutiques, and buy in enormous 
quantities. 

When asked how many stores they 
owned they replied “one”.

They thought, there was no way they 
would get it, and then something strange 
happened. The designer looked at them, 
turned to the translator and said: “These 
ladies can carry my line, show them 
around and ask if they would like some 
coffee”.

They almost fainted but still managed 
to choose  their first “SPACE” collection, 
which has been a huge hit with clients.

More trips to Italy have molded B.Vogue 
into what it is today. They also found 
Sandro Ferrone, who became one of their 
best selling lines.  Amazing fit for every 
age and occasion appropriate. 

And they still strive to do better. They 
never stop researching, or asking their 
clients what they want or need. They 
always have them in mind when they 
hand pick their pieces.

Those and the other lines they carry 
are exclusive to their boutique and clients 
wait anxiously for shipments and come 
immediately, knowing they only bring 
one piece per size in each style.

Kingsville
Looking for high quality of life with 

small town charm, then the town of 
Kingsville has exactly what you’re looking 
for. Kingsville offers picturesque coun-
tryside, Lake Erie vistas with small town 
charm in both urban and rural settings.  
The mild climate makes for a terrific year 
round destination. 

Here, no one stays a stranger for long, 
and Kingsville invites you to come and 
explore their many treasures. Kingsville 
offers plenty of shopping, restaurants 
with marvellous dinning establishments 
and  convenient accommodations.  They 
are one of the fastest growing and diverse 
restaurant districts in Essex County, over 
35 restaurants offer a wide variety of cui-
sines for every palate and pocket book. 

www.kingsville.ca

Location –
•   Located in the southern most part of Essex County

•  Population of 21,000
•   Situated on the north shores of Lake Erie

Amenities –
•   A wide variety of available housing

•    Safe and vibrant community
•   Parks, trails and public beaches

•   Championship golf courses
•  Award-winning wineries

•  A restaurant destination

Affordability –
•   One of the best affordable communities in Ontario
•   Low cost of living including property taxes, utility costs and 

transportation
•  Low cost of doing business

Lifestyle –
•  High quality of life

•  Small town charm
•   Superb restaurants, shopping and entertainment

•   Large variety of recreational programs and 
facilities for  active living
•   Close to Windsor and Detroit airports and 

world renowned entertainment facilities

Kingsville Ontario, Canada

Visit, play and stay in 
Kingsville!
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Growing community has a personality all its own
aSalle is a growing communi-
ty and over the past few years, 
a number of restaurants, and 
retail developments like Mal-

den Square have flourished. 
It is no surprise that LaSalle is a loca-

tion of choice for young families. Given 
the amount of natural greenery the area 
has retained, it is clearly a great area in 
which to live, work and play.

Koi Sushi
In 2007 Koi Sushi & Japanese Cuisine 

brought the booming trend of sushi to 
Kingsville Ontario, offering an authentic 
taste of Japan in a stylish, classy and 
welcoming atmosphere. After 5 successful 
years in Kingsville, Koi expanded,  bring-
ing their unique brand of sushi, including 
their signature rolls the Firecracker and 
the Golden Dragon, to the heart of LaSalle 
in Malden Square.  

On top of maintaining the daily res-
taurant customers, Koi participates in 
numerous festivals throughout the sum-

mer season, including The Shores of Erie 
Wine Fest, Fork & Cork Festival, Art of 
Eating and Festival Epicure, to name a few. 

Their menu combines the elegance of 
Japan’s ancient courtly cuisine with the 
simplicity of Buddhist temple fare. 

Although it is hard to find all of the 
ingredients necessary to produce qual-
ity sushi locally, Koi uses as many local 
vendors as possible. 

Koi has spent the past 6 years narrow-
ing down which vendors provide the 
freshest, best tasting fish. Sourcing from 
distributors along both coasts to maintain 
the best stock of Salmon, Tuna, White 
Tuna & Eel, all of which are cleaned, 
cured and portioned  in house. Koi Sushi 
and Japanese Cuisine does not just offer 
great food, they offer a wonderful dining 
experience that you must try. Visit www.
koisushirestaurant.ca. 

Victoria Boutique
Victoria Boutique has been stepping it 

up for just over 15 years when it comes to 

meeting the evolving needs of Windsor’s 
diverse clientele. Located at 5841 Malden 
Road, Unit 142, they are commited to 
meeting the evolving needs of women 
who want feminine, stylish and versatile 
fashions that offer great quality and value 
that inspire women to look as beautiful 
as they feel.

They offer a touch of daywear, which 
can be taken into the office and extends 
into the evening. The eveningwear is 
breathtaking, with a wide selection of 
styles and sizes for every occasion. They 
also specialize in a wide selection of shoes 
and accessories. 

Alterations are performed in store and 
special appointments are made at your 
convenience.

Collections include Sherri Hill, Terani, 
Frank Lyman, BG haute, Scala, Joseph 
Ribkoff, Mon Cheri and Michaela Louisa. 

Victoria Boutique features a wide 
selection of fashion jewellery, scarves, 
shoes and belts for that perfect dress or 
elegant outfit.

L
What’s happening in Lasalle

kingsville: 519.733.6273   •   lasalle: 519.969.9833   •   koisushirestaraunt.ca
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After a great day of shopping and 
dining, pack your camera and escape 
the city. Embark on a journey along the 
scenic lakeshore for beautiful views of 
the changing seasons. Over half a mil-
lion visitors flock to Pinery Provincial 
Park each year in Grand Bend. Southern 
Ontario’s largest and most ecologically 
diverse natural environment boasts 6,000 
acres of paradise and over 9 kilometres 
of pristine Lake Huron beach.

Sculptors from all over the world will 
be traveling to Sarnia to carve 8 foot col-
umns of snow into works of art during the 
annual Snowfest at Centennial Park. The 
January 18-20 event will feature a giant 
ice slide, ice carving demonstrations, live 
music and the Snowfest Earthball. 

Sarnia and Lambton County celebrate the season in style
memorable waterfront loca-
tion welcomes you to Sarnia 
and Lambton County in the 
heart of the Great Lakes. This 

is your perfect getaway with big city ame-
nities without the big city congestion. 

Browse the boutiques and cafes along 
Front and Christina Streets, offering fine 
or casual dining, a brand-new art gallery, 
museums, gaming and more, all with 
scenic views of the St. Clair River. On 
December 6-7, visit the many vendors and 
businesses taking part in this year’s Winter 
Artwalk and Christmas Festival. More than 
30 artists will be set up inside two dozen 
stores and businesses to encourage people 
to go inside and look around.

A Discovery of Local Food & Wine, 
Southwestern Ontario’s premier food 
and wine event, takes place November 
8-9 at Sarnia’s RBC Center. The festival 
features award-winning food and wines 
from all over Ontario, and showcases 
local and national attractions that are 
sure to entertain.

The annual Celebration of Lights kicks 
off on Friday, November 15. Thousands of 
lights along with a 72 foot arch over Front 
Street, light up Centennial Park during 
the holiday season. Opening ceremonies 
include fireworks, entertainment, trolley 
rides, and more. 

Sarnia’s downtown area has retailers 
for every taste. Love antiques? Visit Grace 
Brothers Antiques for unique and quality 
finds. If contemporary style is your thing, 
make sure to stop by Urban Escape on the 
corner of Front and Cromwell. For those 
looking to add to their wardrobe, look 
no further than Harbour Bay Clothing 
— your closet will thank you!

Dining options are aplenty in Down-
town Sarnia. Whether you want to grab 
a quick bite or embark on a culinary 
adventure — they have just what you 
crave. Visit Lola’s Lounge — a fun and 
funky establishment for delicious aps and 
creative entrees. Ravenous Gastropub is a 
newly opened upscale pub with a plethora 
of delectable dining options. 

A
Sarnia is your perfect winter getaway

for more info
For more information and for assistance 
planning a stay or just some great times in 
Lambton County click on www.tourismsarni-
alambton.com

LAMBTON
SHORES

CENTRAL
LAMBTON

ST.CLAIR
RIVER

DISTRICT

SARNIA
& POINT
EDWARDnavigategreat

fall
TO TIMES

in
LambtonCounty

TOURISM SARNIA-LAMBTON
LET US GUIDE YOU THROUGH

OUR VACATION PLAYGROUND!

1.800.265.0316 www.tourismsarnialambton.com/crossings

call or click for your FREE travel guide and map
also available at visitor centres in southwestern ontario

COLOURS
for our
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GORGEOUS CHRISTMAS GIFT SETS
at michelgermain.com

Séxūal noir women’s set...$92 (value $135)
Séxūal steel men’s set..$85 (value $125)

FREE GIFT!
Three 0.3 oz. parfum replicas
Enter CROSSINGS at checkout.
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J
Get in deep in Indonesia

or secluded private villas, with open air 
showers and intimate dining experiences 
under the stars. Padang Bai has some of 
the most temptingly secluded beaches 
in the world.

Balinese dances are beautiful. The 
most striking and is the kecak dance, 
also known as the Ramayana Monkey 
Chant or Fire and Trance dance. Singing 
and dancing typically takes place in the 
evenings on the beaches and in temples 
such as Batukaru or Pura Dalem. When 
the temples are lit by candlelight, the 
atmosphere is magical.

Pura Besakih the spectacular “mother 
temple” on the slopes of Mt. Agung, Bali’s 
highest peak, tells it own story in the gal-
leries, terraces, carvings and murals. The 
royal water palace at Tirta Gangga, is a 
maze of pools and fountains surrounded 
by a lush garden and stone carvings and 
statues.

Located just east of Bali, Lombok has 
been called “an unspoiled Bali” with fewer 
tourists, beautiful beaches, enchanting 
waterfalls, and volcanic Mount Rinjani 
looming in the mist. With a few excep-
tions, the natural landscape and the tra-
ditional way of life here have remained 
unchanged for hundreds of years. Tanjung 
A’an, a beautiful area near the Kuta Beach 
has very unusual sand that looks like pep-
per. The word lombok means “chili pep-
per” and the local cuisine is quite spicy.

Tanjung Puting National Park is lo-
cated on the island of Borneo. The park 
is a popular ecotourism destination with 
gibbons, macaques, clouded leopards, 
crocodiles and most famously, orang-

ames Michener once said that if 
you reject the food, ignore the 
customs, fear the religion and 
avoid the people, you may be 

better off staying home. Indonesia isn’t 
a country for everyone. It’s for those who 
seek the lost continent of their imagina-
tion. Mau ke mana? Dari mana? — Where 
are you going? Where are you coming 
from — even strangers ask you that on 
the street.

Straddling the Equator between the 
Indian and the Pacific Ocean, the sleep-
ing giant of Southeast Asia is the largest 
archipelago in the world, with 18,110 
islands, and almost 240 million people. 
Highlights include the beaches of Bali and 
Lombok, the ancient temple of Borobudur 
in central Java, and the sprawling capital 
of Jakarta. With its staggering mountains, 
volcanoes, forests, coral reefs and wildlife 
Sumatra is known for its stunning scenery. 
Batik fabric weaving and wayang kulit, or 
shadow puppetry are traditional art forms.

Bali’s legendary beauty is almost be-
yond comprehension. The Island of the 
Gods offers soaring volcanoes, lush forests 
and beaches lapped by the warm waters 

BY GAIL MERO-O’NEIL 

A street in Bali.

of the Indian Ocean. Cascading water 
gardens share the jungle with ancient 
Hindu temples, and a warm, gracious 
people, who greet you with tropical 
flowers in their hair. Balinese resorts are 
often made up of beachfront bungalows 
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top of the steps up to Mount Bromo is 
only about 1-metre wide and in places, 
the drop into the crater is sheer and lethal.

The Lesser Sunda Islands are home 
to Komodo National Park, named after 
the Komodo Dragon, the world’s largest 
living reptile. These volcanic islands are 
inhabited by a population of around 
5,700 giant lizards, who exist nowhere 
else on earth.

utans. The park is home to more than 
4,000 orangutans and three orangutan 
rehabilitation locations, and feeding sites 
provide the best opportunity for visitors 
to see these elusive apes in their natural 
environment.

Surrounded by volcanoes, and shroud-
ed in mystery, Borobudur is a mountain 
of a thousand statues. Constructed in the 
8th and 9th centuries out of an estimated 
two million blocks of stone, it lay hidden 
in the jungle for centuries. A colossal 
pyramid, rising to a huge bell-shaped 
pinnacle, Borobudur is the largest Bud-
dhist temple in the world, and the most 
unusual. The massive bas-relief panels 
depict the teachings of the Buddha, with 
each level representing a higher plane of 
consciousness making Borobudur a three-
dimensional guide to Enlightenment. 

Scenic Lake Toba on the island of 
Sumatra, is an immense volcanic lake 
formed by a gigantic volcanic eruption 
about 70,000-years-ago. An eruption that 
many believe, killed off almost the entire 
human race at the time. The cone of that 
volcano collapsed and the crater filled 
with water leaving an island — Pulau 
Samosir — in the middle. The island is 

Downtown Roanoke.

home to two smaller lakes, or lakes within 
a lake, where visitors can swim in the 
volcanically warmed waters.

Mount Bromo in East Java is one of 
Indonesia’s most popular attractions. 
Surrounded by an unearthly moonscape 
known as the Sea of Sand and belching a 
constant plume of smoke, it’s iconic for 
its desolate beauty and bubbling caldera. 
Hikers need to be careful. The path at the 

Mount Bromo in East Java.

Indonesia is famous for its beaches.
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staff that is friendly and caring. 
The hotel is also just down the street 

from Seneca Allegany Casino and Sen-
eca Gaming and Entertainment, both of 
which provide free, 24-hour shuttles to 
hotel guests.

A recent multi-million dollar renova-
tion includes amenities, like free high-
speed, wireless internet, a heated indoor 
pool, a whirlpool, and fitness center can 
help you relax at the end of the day. 
Every room now has a refrigerator and 
microwave. The fresh new colors, the 
comfortable beds, everyone is saying they 
have had the best nights sleep that they 
have had in a very long time. Plus the 
entire hotel is now non smoking. 

A Deluxe Continental Breakfast is in-
cluded in your room rate. There is even a 
complimentary laundry facility and your 
room rate is exempt from taxes because 
the hotel owners are Native American.

The spacious lobby features comfort-
able chairs, a stone fireplace and decor 
reflective of the Seneca Nation.

Cattaraugus County is a close-to-home outdoor oasis
utumn descends down the 

hillsides New York State’s 
Cattaraugus County, draping 
the woods in vast swaths of 

crimson, orange and gold. The fall colors 
draw thousands of visitors to area road-
ways and waterways, country fairs and 
harvest festivals. Come see serene, peace-
ful locations that are located just a short 
distance from Niagara Falls and Buffalo.

Enjoy the autumn beauty as you drive 
New York’s Amish Trail through Old Order 
Amish communities. Sunny, crisp fall days 
are filled with exciting opportunities to 
commune with nature. Pfeiffer Nature 
Center is home to old growth hardwood 
forest and miles of hiking trails. 

Rock City Park is sometimes called the 
“Eighth Wonder of the World”. Visitors 
are astounded by the gigantic rock forma-
tions with crevices referred to as “streets.” 

Sky High Adventure Park is Holiday Val-
ley’s resort’s newest outdoor adventure.  
Located near the Tannenbaum Lodge, Sky 

High offers an Aerial Park, a Climbing 
Forest and a Mountain Coaster. The Aerial 
Park is a series of platforms and “bridges” 
built in a 4-acre section of woods. The 
Mountain Coaster is similar to a roller 
coaster built on a mountain. Riders sit in 
a “car” attached to rails that pulls you up 
the hill, then spirals back down.

With 65,000 acres, Allegany State Park 
is the largest park in the New York State 
Park System. Open year round there are 
a multitude of activities. .

You don’t have to go to Las Vegas to 
enjoy world-class gaming, dining and en-
tertainment. The Seneca Allegany Casino 
offers state-of-the-art slot machines and 
your favourite table games.

The Holiday Inn Express® Hotel & 
Suites Salamanca embraces the spirit 
and natural splendor of the Enchanted 
Mountain Region. Hotel guests can enjoy 
the scenery along the Amish Trail and in 
Allegany State Park, which is practically in 
their backyard, and will be delighted by a 

A
New York’s Enchanted Mountains

HolidayInn1/2H  12-08-24  1:22 PM  Page 1
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You may never  know who l ives  among the

Enormous Rock Format ions  at  Rock City  Park

Family  Fun at  Pumpkinvi l le
New for 2013!

2 Giant
Jumping Pillows

Geo
cache Along

Fa l l  into a  s impler  way of  l i fe  a long NY ’s  Amish Trai l

CATTARAUGUS COUNTY IN WESTERN NEW YORK

The Enchanted Mountains
Naturally Yours

1-800-331-0543

EnchantEdMountains.coM

Where do you want to play today?
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iagara USA offers a breathtak-
ing view of one of nature’s 
marvels and an experience 
to last a lifetime. With over 

750,000 gallons of water flowing over the 
Falls each second, it’s no wonder Niagara 
Falls attracts over eight million visitors 
each year. Area attractions include the 
Aquarium of Niagara, Old Fort Niagara 
and the Seneca Niagara Casino. And 
what trip to the Falls would be complete 
without stopping by the Daredevil Museum 
and seeing first hand the barrels used to 
go over one of the wonders of the world. 

The mighty cascades are just one of the 
many adventures available. At the Cave 
of the Winds you’ll be face-to-face with 
the awesome power of Niagara Falls. Get 
soaked on the Hurricane Deck where you 
are just feet from the thundering waters. 
Or visit at night when the Falls are illu-
minated in a rainbow of color!

Whether you are just browsing or look-
ing for great deals, shopping in Niagara 
Falls NY is an absolute must. Cross border 
shopping just got even better with the 
announcement of a 50 store expansion 
at the Fashion Outlets of Niagara Falls 
USA! Scheduled to open Fall of 2014,  the 

outlet will be one of the largest outlets 
in the Northeast. 

Shopping at the Fashion Outlets of Ni-
agara Falls is a wondrous indoor/outdoor 
experience. Located just a few minutes 
from the Lewiston Queenston Bridge and 
15 minutes from the Peace Bridge, over 
150 designer outlets offer fantastic savings 

on name brand apparel with up to 75% 
off. Shoppers save money because they are 
buying directly from the manufacturer. 
The same items cost more at a department 
stores, as the department store has to 
“mark up” the price. Enjoy huge savings 
at Coach, Aeropostale, Burberry, Banana 
Republic, Michael Kors, Hugo Boss, Cole 
Haan Outlet, Kate Spade, Saks Fifth 
Avenue, Nike and much more! Fashion 
Outlets of Niagara Falls also offers a food 
court with several sit down restaurants, 
including Tim Hortons, Ben & Jerry’s and 
Applebee’s Neighborhood Bar & Grill. 

Want to save even more money? Pur-
chase a Fashion Outlets Green Savings 
Card at the Customer Service Center 
for just $5 with over $800 in additional 
savings. Visit www.fashionoutlets.com 
and choose the green savings program 
tab for more details. Make sure you come 
over for the Midnight Madness event. 
They are closed during the day Thursday 
November 28th but open that night with 
some stores opening at 10 p.m. and all 
stores opening at midnight and staying 
open until 9 p.m. Friday, November 29th.

The Lakeview Village Shoppes are a col-
lection of 18 small shops, artisans, food, 
antiques and Christmas, located 1/2 block 
west of the new Olcott Beach Carousel 
Park. Shops include Just Lookin Antiques 
and Waters Edge Gifts with unique nauti-
cal and wildlife gifts. Stroll the boardwalk 
and watch the sunset on Lake Ontario and 
watch the lake freighters go by. 

The River Region Shopping in Lewiston, 
Sanborn & Youngstown offers Main 
Street shopping at its best. Discover the 

N
Gamble on Niagara Falls USA
So little time, so many ways to save

BY RENU SAGGAR The Seneca Niagara Casino & Hotel.

Fashion Outlets of Niagara Falls.
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Fashion Outlets Niagara Falls USA is 
the best place for cross-border savings 
featuring 200 designer brand outlets

Fashion Outlets of Niagara Falls USA
1900 Military Road, Niagara Falls, NY, USA, 14304 
Take the QEW to bridge USA, take I-190 to exit 22, South, then first left

Tel: 716.297.2022 or 1.800.414.0475 (US & CAN)
www.fashionoutlets.com

adidas
BCBGMAXAZRIA
Burberry
Calvin Klein
Coach
Guess Factory
Hugo Boss

J. Crew
Kate Spade
Michael Kors 
Nike
Nine West
Saks Fifth Avenue OFF 5th
Tommy Hilfiger
and more!

ExpANdiNg FAll 2014

105514 FON Crossing AD 7x10 final.indd   1 08/10/13   4:16 PM
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independently owned shops and art gal-
leries in historic villages. Main Street in 
Youngstown, Center Street in Lewiston 
and Buffalo Street in Sanborn. They will 
charm you with antiques, collectibles and 
one of a kind finds! 

Angel to Apple brings a touch of L.A. to 
Lewiston. The fashionable bou tique of-
fers a large selec tion of cloth ing, purses, 
jew elry, footwear and gift items.

Chéri Amour in Lewiston, is an exclu-
sive retailer that carries a unique array of 
jewelry and gifts.  Alex and Ani, Pandora, 
Firefly, and La Vie Parisienne are just a 
few of the beautiful collections available.  

Julie Muscato Interiors in Lockport, 
creates spaces that reflect your lifestyle. 
Whether your style is urban, contempo-
rary, Tuscan, traditional or anything in 
between, they can make your space warm, 
inviting and beautiful.

Shawnee Country Barns Antique Co-op 
in Wheatfield, features 70 quality dealers 
housed in a two story restored 1912 barn. 
Check out the deals on vintage jewelry, 
Victorian, pottery, paintings, books and 
much more! 

Experience the very best gaming resort 
atmosphere inside any of the three Seneca 
Casinos! Altogether, you’ll enjoy more 
than 6,800 slots and 150 table games, 
as well as luxurious accommodations 
in more than 1,000 AAA Four Diamond 
Award–winning hotel rooms. 

Cross the Rainbow Bridge in Niagara 
Falls and find Seneca Niagara Casino & 
Hotel directly ahead. Seneca Niagara Ca-
sino & Hotel features 147,000 square feet 
of gaming space with 4,000 slot machines 
and 100 table games, 10 restaurants, live 
entertainment and a AAA Four Diamond 
Award-winning hotel. The 26-story hotel 
tower houses 604 recently-renovated de-
luxe rooms and suites, a spa and salon, 
fitness center and indoor pool.

Entertainment venues include the 
2,400-seat Seneca Niagara Events Center, 
which hosts stars like Stevie Nicks, Tony 
Bennett, Chicago, and many others. 

The 440-seat Bear’s Den Showroom fea-
tures stadium-style setting and a roster 
of entertainers like Gino Vannelli, ASIA, 
Big Bad and Rik Emmett. 

The new Seneca Buffalo Creek Casino 
is located in downtown Buffalo and has 
just completed a $130 million renovation 
with 800 of the most sought after slots. 

Cross the Peace Bridge in Fort Erie at the 
end of the QEW –  then take Exit 5 on 
the Interstate 190.

And, for a mountain getaway, head 90 
minutes south of Buffalo to experience 
Seneca Allegany Casino & Hotel in Sala-
manca, located at Exit 20 of the Interstate 
86 near U.S. Route 219.

All three locations have incredible 
dining options, including the award-
winning Western Door Steakhouse and 
the reinvented Thunder Falls Buffet. In 
Buffalo, be sure to try the new Buffalo 
Savors Grill, which includes Buffalo’s 
most famous foods under one roof – such 
as Duff’s chicken wings and beef-on-weck 
from Charlie the Butcher.

The Western Door Steakhouse is an 
award-winning upscale restaurant offer-
ing specially-selected U.S.D.A. Prime and 
Choice cuts of beef. 

Be sure to sign up for your free Seneca 
Player’s Club Card and earn comp points 
for both slots and table game play. Enjoy 
complimentary beverages while gaming 
in both smoking and non-smoking areas. 
This winter, ask for their hotel specials 
and area ski packages when you book 
your stay. To learn more, visit www.
SenecaCasinos.com.

Niagara USA

Very, very merry.

Up close and fashionable.

Come to Niagara USA and enjoy
everything the holidays offer.

The exchange rate is
fabulous and the

shopping is first class, but
why not make the most

out of your trip by
experiencing everything

Niagara USA has to
offer? The holiday

season is so beautiful -
the sights, the lights and

the shopping! Make a
day of it, make a night of

it, and then make a day
of it all over again. It’s a

wonder for the holidays!

Ad-19347Crossings"holiday"  10/9/13  11:48 AM  Page 1
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1-877-8-SENECA (873-6322) • SenecaCasinos.com

• More than 6,800 of your favorite slots

•  150 thrilling table games including Craps, 
Blackjack and Roulette

•  From world-class buffets to award-winning 
steakhouses, enjoy more than 20 dining outlets 

•  AAA Four Diamond hotels at  
Seneca Niagara Casino & Hotel and  
Seneca Allegany Casino & Hotel

•  The all-new Seneca Buffalo Creek Casino 
with convenient covered parking and eateries 
featuring Buffalo’s most famous tastes

•  Your Player’s Club Card allows you to earn 
points on slot AND table game play quicker 
than at other casinos

•  All three Seneca properties are close to  
local shopping and area attractions

ThrEE diSTiNCTly 
diffErENT loCATioNS
iNfiNiTE poSSibiliTiES  

Seneca Niagara Casino & Hotel,  

Seneca Allegany Casino & Hotel,  

and Seneca Buffalo Creek Casino.  

Each one has a different personality, 

yet all three offer the same superior 

level of guest service. 

THE SENECA FAMILY OF 
CASINOS WELCOMES YOU

JOIN  TODAY 

Now Through December 30!
GET $20 FREE SLOT PLAY

For details visit a Player’s Club or SenecaCasinos.com. This promotion is only open to new members of the Seneca Player’s Club. This is exclusively for guests 
who have never previously held a Player’s Club Card from any Seneca Casino location. Must be 21 years of age or older with valid government-issued photo ID.

buffalo’s  
oNly real  

casiNo

now  
open

seNeca Niagara casiNo & hoTel seNeca allegaNy casiNo & hoTel seNeca buffalo creek casiNo
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hite gold falls out of the 
sky in Marquette County, 
Michigan. Located in the 
middle of Michigan’s Up-

per Peninsula on Lake Superior, the lake 
continues to perform it’s magic by deliv-
ering loads of “lake effect” snow. Along 
with the snowmobiling, skiing, and ice 
fishing a new sport has been added to 
the agenda of things to do in the county.  
Snow Biking has jumped into the mix and 
winter has been changed forever.

Snow Biking, or Fat Tire Biking is tak-
ing over the community by “storm.”  
The Noquemanon Trail network www.
noquetrails.org, has developed winter 
biking trails that are groomed and ready 
to ride all season. No matter the weather 
conditions, the bikes are out on the trails 
enjoying the winter snow. Marquette 
County is the only place in the Midwest 
with groomed snow bike trails and this 
winter season promises to attract more 
bike enthusiasts. After the ride, bikers 
can sample brews at any one of the four 
brew pubs currently popular in the area.

The Noquemanon Trail Network also 
offers up miles and miles of groomed 
cross country ski trails that attract all 

levels of skiers and is the sponsor of the 
annual Noquemanon Ski Marathon, this 
year scheduled for Saturday, January 24, 
2014, which includes the ski marathon 
and snow bike race.

Marquette is home to Marquette Moun-
tain ski area, www.marquettemountain.
com, right inside the city limits. With a 
600-ft. vertical drop, three chair lifts, 25 
trails, Fun Park, night skiing seven nights 
a week, and great group rates, this ski is 
a major happening daily in Marquette. 
After a day or night of skiing, you can 
relax in the lounge and enjoy a beverage, 
food and entertainment .

The west end of the county is host to 
the Al Quall Recreation area, located within 
the city limits of Ishpeming, MI. This 
multi-use recreation area boasts numer-
ous groomed cross country ski trails has 
the only tubing adventure in the Upper 
Peninsula of Michigan. Getting on a tube 
and racing down the unpacked trails that 
lead to the foot of Teal Lake is a adventure 
that is enjoyed by kids and adults alike. 
Nearby you can enjoy the atmosphere at 
the Country Village Brew Pub that serves 
up local brews and a local favorite the 
“cudighi” sandwich. 

Also located in the West end of the 
county is Teal Lake, where the ice shan-
ties pop up as soon as the lake freezes 
over. Modern technology has turned the 
former rustic pop-up tents to modern, 
portable, heated mini-camps with all the 
amenities. Teal Lake produces catches 
of crappie, large and smallmouth bass, 
and walleye. Of course when big Lake 
Superior freezes sport fishing turns to the 
Coho and Lake Trout. Many of the local 
downtown Marquette continue to serve 
fresh caught fish out of Lake Superior 
almost year round.

 Still holding the top spot for winter 
recreation in Marquette County is snow-
mobiling. With over 500 miles of groomed 
trails in the county, riders enjoy a diverse 
selection of trails. Entering from the east, 
a stop at the Welcome Center on the trail 
gives riders trail information and a place 
to warm or leave trailers. The ride along 
Lake Superior on the trail can only be 
described as breathtaking and no one 
cannot stop for a photo. This stretch of 
trail is as close as a rider can get to the 
stark beauty of Lake Superior anywhere 
in the Upper Peninsula. 

The county trail system is host to many 
pubs and restaurants that riders can enjoy.  
Some of the trails run through downtowns 
so gas and amenities are always available.  
Grooming is done daily and trail reports 
are always available at www.travelmar-
quettemichigan.com/snowmobiling.  
Trail permits are $45.00 for the year and 
are required.  Permits are available on line 
via the Michigan DNR website.

Nestled in downtown Marquette, the 
historic Landmark Inn offers travelers an 
off the beaten-path heritage travel ex-
perience.  Surrounded by marble floors, 
crystal chandeliers, winding staircases, 
and hand-crafted wooden walls, savor the 
flavors of the Upper Peninsula in Capers 
Restaurant, featuring a seasonal menu, 
including an extensive wine list, serving 
breakfast and dinner daily. 

After a day in the great outdoors, relax 
and enjoy a variety of Michigan brews and 
fine spirits in the Northland Pub, along 
with a variety of pub fare, serving lunch 
and dinner daily. 

Take a ride to the top floor and enjoy 
the sweeping views of Lake Superior on 
one side and the rolling terrain of historic 
downtown Marquette on the other in 
the Northstar Lounge, offering specialty 
cocktails and serving dinner nightly. 

W

Dashing through the snow
Marquette Michigan is your winter wonderland

Snow Biking is taking Marquette by storm.

BY RENU SAGGAR
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order your free best of ypsilanti guide today

Just east of Ann Arbor. A progressive city with a funny name.

visitypsi

discover visitypsi on: 
visitypsinow.com or call 800.265.9045


