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PROFESSIONAL PROFILE
As a young man in his twenties with an insatiable thirst for money and power, Dr. Jorge 
Valdes was a founding member of a group that became known as Colombia’s Medellin Drug 
Cartel. His key position as a head of U.S. operations brought him into direct contact with 
presidents, generals, Hollywood celebrities, and hired killers. This Cuban immigrant, raised 
in poverty, was living the high life in more ways than one. His deeds took him from the lap of 
luxury to the depths of prison and now walks the straight and narrow as a responsible 
citizen. He earned his Ph.D. has been invited to the White House to advise the U.S. federal 
government on drug policy and strives to reach millions of people about his Narco Mindset. government on drug policy and strives to reach millions of people about his Narco Mindset. 
The mindset that allowed him to survive before, during and after the Medellin Drug Cartel. 
Dr. Valdes is a raw, transparent and heart-changing: a one-of-a-kind speaker.

CONTACT ME

jorge@jorgevaldesphd.com

www.narcomindsetpodcast.com www.youtube.com/c/JorgeValdesPhD

www.jorgevaldesphd.com

WORK EXPERIENCE

ACADEMIC

Dr. Jorge Valdes has written numerous academic papers and a groundbreaking dissertation 

on...The First Printed Apocalypse of St John: The Complutensian Polyglot and Its Influence 

on Erasmus’ Greek New Testament.  He is an adjunct professor at Wheaton College, IL.

AUTHOR

Dr. Valdes published his first book, Coming Clean with Random House/WaterBrook Press, 

and was translated to Spanish by Vida Publishers as Cuentas Claras, Dr. Valdes, with SLT 

Publishing has published Coming Clean and Cuentas Claras (20th Anniversary Edicion), 

Narco Mindset, Narco Mindset-Freedom Edition, Cerebro Narco, Cerebro Narco-Edicion 

Libertad, Coming Clean in the Workplace, and Cuentas Claras en el Trabajo.

DRUG LORD 

Jorge Valdes was the #1 cocaine drug trafficker in America in the 1970s and early 1980s, 

and he was the head of US operations of the drug cartel that came to be known as the 

Medellin Drug Cartel, partnered with Pablo Escobar and other infamous drug lords. The man 

who was responsible for importing most of the cocaine that came into America in the 1970s 

and beginning of the 1980s is now the same man who aims to break the vicious hold that 

hardcore drugs have on America’s youth before it is too late and another generation is lost.   

PODCASTER

Dr. Valdes hosts an enlightening, informative, effortlessly entertaining podcast.  It contains 

compelling RAW storytelling and intellectually honest talk about life.  He delves into life 

challenges, life miracles, life recovery, and life opportunities.  It illuminates a new generation 

on the power and impact of a positive mindset, a Narco Mindset.

AREAS OF EXPERTISE

COACHING AND MINDSET TRAINING

CORPORATE SEMINAR ON ETHICS

MOTIVATIONAL SPEAKER

WRITING AND PUBLISHING

PODCASTING

EDUCATION

Year : 1973 - 1976

B.A. - ACCOUNTING

University  of Miami

Year : 1993 - 1994

B.A. - NEW TESTAMENT AND BIBLE THEOLOGY

Southeastern Bible College

Year : 1994 - 1995

MASTERS - BIBLE THEOLOGY

Wheaton College

Year: 1996-2001

PH.D. - NEW TESTAMENT, EARLY CHRISTIANITY 

AND ETHICS

Chicago, Illinois



WORK EXPERIENCE (CONTINUED)

YOUTUBER

As a YouTuber, Dr. Valdes shares a unique perspective on world events, drug war, society’s 

failures, and the enormous crime behind massive prison incarceration.  In the media

Dr. Valdes has been featured in over 300 television and radio worldwide, as well as numer-

ous national and international magazines. Dr. Valdes has recently agreed to work with 

Rakontur Studios, the creators of the acclaimed documentary “Cocaine Cowboys,” which 

became the highest-rated documentary ever on the Showtime cable network, on some major 

productions, bringing a different message..  

MOTIVATIONAL SPEAKER

As a keynote speaker, Dr. Valdes has given numerous, national and internationally, keynote 

addresses, among keynote address with Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher, the Flag Officers 

at the U.S. Pentagon in Washington, D.C., the Memorial of Columbine, Lumens National 

Summit, A Man Among Men Conference in Chicago.  In Chile, he was the keynote speaker 

with Pope John Paul’s Photographer at the International Youth and Family Conference, as 

well as a keynote speaker at the International Youth and Family Conference in Mexico.
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WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING

Featured on Netflix’s show 
COCAINE COWBOYS, Kings of Miami

Lt. Edward L. Odom
Alabama Bureau of Investigations

“I am happy to say that after thirty-three years 

of law enforcement , I have finally found the one 

individual who truly changed.  Jorge is a 

genuine article. ”

Karen P Tandy
Administrator, U.S. DEA

“I hope that your work, both as an author and speaker, 

will inspire others and help them become further aware 

of the real dangers that drugs and the drug trade 

to our country.”

Jerome Shaw

“I recommend this podcast to anyone who has 

an interest in the Cartel but also enjoys a story 

of redemption, hope and second chances.”t 

The Marketing Book Podcast

“The podcast’s host story in unbelievable…

he generously shares his life story of demise 

and redemption which uplifts and inspires.” 
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SPEAKING TOPICS

INTERVIEW QUESTIONS

•   Mindset Coach

•   Leadership and Ethics

•   Business / Entrepreneurship

•   Christianity / Religion

•   Prison Reform

•   Combatting the drug problem

•   Hope and Redemption•   Hope and Redemption

•   Parenting / Family

•   Addiction and Recovery

•   Narco lifestyle

•   From Drug Lord to Ph.D.

1. How does an educated young man get 
caught up in a cartel?

2. What did it take to get out?

3. How do you feel now about all 
of the cocaine you helped smuggle into America?

4. Why did you get out of the cartel life?

5. Should there be a war on drugs? 5. Should there be a war on drugs? 
Can it ever be won?

6. What prompted you to enter a life 
of crime? What was your role in the cartel?

7. What does a day in the life of a real 
drug lord look like?

8. If you have an addict in your family, 
how can you help them?how can you help them?

9. Why did you write your books? What 
do you want readers to get out of them?

About Jorge L. Valdes Ph.D.

About The Narco Mindset Podcast
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