
Alabama  

 

Adeline Lee 

Thompson High School 
 
 

 
 

 

Adeline boasts a 4.6 weighted/ 4.0 unweighted GPA and will graduate in May with an Advanced Diploma with 

Academic Honors as a Valedictorian.  Adeline is a senior cheerleader at Thompson High School where she has 

shown academic achievement, leadership skills, and a strong promise for her career goals. Adeline’s 

leadership skills are not only evident as the 2019-2020 THS Varsity Cheer Captain, but also her involvement 

with several leadership organizations, such as the Youth Leadership Development Program, the University of 

Alabama Youth Leadership Summit, Youth Leadership Shelby County, and Alabama Girls State, just to name a 

few. Her dedication and commitment to academics, sportsmanship, and her community are evident through 

the respect she receives from her teachers, teammates, and community leaders.  

 

The same work ethic that has made Adeline an outstanding athlete has made her an outstanding student. 

Although many high school students are confused about their future plans, Adeline is dedicated to her career 

goals in becoming a Pharmacist. Throughout her high school academic career she has maintained rigorous 

advanced placement classes as well as dual enrollment college courses. She has been accepted into Samford 

University and recently been awarded early assurance into Samford University Pre-Pharmacy program. If her 

meticulous academic and extra-curricular activities were not enough, Adeline also works a part-time job at a 

local ice skating rink. Her time management skills are commendable.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Arkansas  

 

Brison Reding 

Cedarville High School 

 

 
 

Brison is a remarkable, determined young man. The summer before his senior year, he completed an intense 

horse shoeing school. This is a high demand field in his rural community. He is currently operating his own 

thriving horse shoeing business called BFR Horseshoeing. Along with his horse shoeing business, he uses skills 

gained from his agriculture classes to weld used, rustic horse shoes to form beautiful artistic designs such as 

Christmas trees and horse figures. All of this work is being completed while he working to finish his senior year 

of high school. He is also involved in activities at school such as football, band and Future Farmers of America. 

Brison has an above average GPA and a strong work ethic. 

 

California  

 

Athena Amanatidis 

Scripps Ranch High School 

 

 
 

Athena is a very hard-working student. She constantly juggles many roles and responsibilities. Athena is the 

student lead for the Student Equity Ambassador program this year. She leads students from various high 

schools throughout the San Diego Unified School District to initiate projects and implement solutions on how 

to improve schools within SDUSD. Athena is involved in JROTC and is currently on the senior staff for her unit, 

overseeing 5 drill teams with over 100 students. She also serves as 1 out of 11 students on the SDUSD Joint 

Brigade Staff, overseeing 13 units comprised of over 1,500 cadets.  

https://www.facebook.com/BFR-Horseshoeing-2086721754773493/


Outside of JROTC, Athena acts as the MEChA (Movimiento Estudiantil Chicanx de Aztlan) club president where 

she helps to advocate equal opportunities for Hispanic/Latino students. This year, she is also leading and 

managing a team of students in a seven-week-long Students of the Year 2020 campaign for the Leukemia & 

Lymphoma Society to improve the quality of life for children with cancer. Athena has also been recognized and 

selected as 1 out of 11 students in San Diego to give a TEDx Talk on March 22, 2019 for over 750 conference 

attendees on why the SAT limits student opportunity. 

 

Anthony Arciga 

Summit High School 
 

 
 

Anthony is a senior at Summit High School.  In 2019, Anthony was a FUSD Red Ribbon Week PSA Winne, Party 

Safe & Sober Prom PSA Finalist, and AB Miller Film Festival Best Narrative Drama Award Winner.  He applied to 

UCLA Film School and is awaiting his acceptance.   

 

Lucy Rutherford 

TIDE Academy 

 

 
 

Lucy has been a recipient of the highest Community Service award for the U.S Presidential Award for 

Community Service for the past two years. She is passionate about helping others. Lucy has helped support, 

volunteer, and creates programs that provide food, services, and basic necessities to those in need. 

Additionally, Lucy loves creating programs that bring art and play to children in low-income families and 

shelter.  



Lucy is an active member of National Charity League. Lucy loves helping others in need and has volunteered 

and started programs to collect clothing and toiletries, and food programs. She had served food to local 

emergency homeless shelters, Hotel de Zink and feed those in need through Breaking Bread and the 

Ecumenical Hunger Program. Lucy led a Costume Drive for homeless children, families and Individuals. Over 

1,000 costumes were collected and distributed. The donations went to individuals, families, and children of 

the homeless shelters.  

This pasted summer, Lucy helped start a program to put together and deliver craft kits for children at the 

homeless shelter and for children of low-income families. The kits are also being used by Social Workers in 

Mateo and Santa Clara County. So far, over 1,000 kits have been delivered since the fall.  

Lucy volunteers at local shelters and low income housing where she volunteers her time to do serve meals, 

collect supplies, and bring the joy of crafts, art and play to children. She has been instrumental in rallying 

others within the community and National Charity League to put together and collected personal care 

packages for the homeless and for local shelters.  

 

Solomon Cornell 

TIDE Academy 

 

 
 

Solomon cares a lot about community and the planet. He is an integral part of our safe and inclusive school 

initiative, arranged for a speaker to present on how to lead a more sustainable life and participates in events 

to support the LGBTQ+ community. He is constantly active in awareness campaigns to improve social justice 

and opportunities for all students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sophie Foster 

Bentley School 

 

 
 

Sophie Foster is a passionate activist and student at Bentley School in Lafayette, California. She is a WE LEAD 

co-president and co-founder focused on promoting leadership training, youth activism, fundraising and service 

to her community. She is focused on ensuring intersectionality and that everyone’s voices are heard. To date, 

Sophie has participated in numerous marches and rallies and planned activist events like walkouts as well. For 

fun, she loves rowing in the SF Bay, cooking/baking, boxing, and writing. Sophie looks forward to voting in the 

November 2020 elections and running for President of the USA in 2040! 

Colorado   

Roman Garcia Martinez 

Skyline High School 

 

 
 

Roman is a dedicated and driven student. He and his family have faced financial difficulties, discrimination, 

and hardship. Instead of using these struggles as an excuse to do nothing, Roman used it as a lens through 

which he looks at the world and sees education as the key to betterment and hope -- for himself, his family, 

and the whole of society. He is committed to attending college, takes AP courses, a member of his school 

STEM program, and a delegate in his school Model UN program, and works many hours a week outside of 

school.  

Roman is the youngest-ever shift lead at Dutch Bros. Coffee. Roman wanted to pursue a career in medicine. 

However, after his work in AP Seminar, which focused on the gravest dangers to American democracy, he has 

https://www.weleadnow.org/


decided to double major in political science and sociology. Roman sees the power that education has to put 

him on a path toward success, and, more impressively, he finds absolute joy in learning.  

Over the summer, Roman attended Aquetza, a ten-day leadership program for Latinos from all over the state 

of Colorado hosted by the University of Colorado Boulder. There he learned powerful tools to fight against 

injustice, racism, inequality, and to fight for fairness, compassion, empathy, and equity. More than anything, 

Roman wants to make a difference in his community, and he has taken the leadership skills he's acquired at 

Aquetza to the Longmont Youth Center and put them to work. Roman is determined to make his community, 

our state, and, eventually, the country better for ALL people. Roman is an example of what is right in our 

country, of what is good, and of what is possible. 

Michigan  

 

Bryce German 

Grand Blanc High School 

 

 
 

Bryce is a member of his high school robotics team.  Last summer he intern as a controls programmer.  

Currently, he is trying to build a remote controlled lawn controlled powered by a microcontroller and 

programmed in Python. 

 

Zoe Rhines 

Davison High School 

 

 
 

Zoe is a dedicated athlete who participates in volleyball as a player, mentor, and referee. She aspires to be a 

chemical engineer and already dedicates herself to a part time job. She demonstrates her hard work in class 

with a high GPA and her through her outstanding scores on AP exams. She helps others in class which is a rare 

trait in a world where others just do for you instead of guide you.  

 



Zoe volunteers after school for a variety of activities, leads a variety of clubs, and volunteers at church. As a 

teenager she is already an outstanding citizen with big dreams and the ability to achieve them. 

 

Chloe Hinkley 

Davison High School 

 

 
 

Chloe is an exceptional cellist, and twin sister, who aspires to one day be a successful movie prop designer. 

She has a passion for making things, and wants to design and build animatronics. In Chloe’s free time she 

creates moving dinosaurs and foxes and other objects. She is taking her second engineering class at Davison 

with the primary goal of learn more about robots to grow her animatronics knowledge.  

 

Chloe volunteers with the school play by helping design and build props. Through all this great desire and 

ambition she is a very kind hearted loving person who is passionate about the feelings of people and animals. 

Chloe is a valuable team player who strives for good grades and a positive attitude. 

 

Kayla Shannon 

Grand Blanc High School 

 

 
 

Kayla has been traveling for poetry since before her freshman year.  She has been paid to perform across the 

nation from Georgia to California. She is one of two students to ever be chosen twice for the NAACP ACT-SO 

Intensive in Los Angeles, California. Kayla has been a member of NHS since her sophomore year, along with 

being a leader of U.N.I.T.E. She helped to lead the first Black History Month Dinner in six years, and has 

recently been a part of the creation of the #SheInspiresMe initiative, which is dedicated to supporting our 

Grand Blanc girls.  



 

Outside of school, Kayla has worked with several social justice non-profits, including the Youth Advisory 

Council for HIV/AIDS, the Michigan Roundtable for Equity and Inclusion, and the Youth Advisory Council for 

Youth Philanthropy. Additionally, she is also a trained facilitator and has taught classes to high-schoolers about 

taboo topics like privilege and allyship. 

 

Logan Canada 

Fenton Senior High School 

 

 
 

Logan is a scholar and an athlete. He currently holds a 4.283 GPA and is an International Baccalaureate course 

candidate in English, History, and Chemistry. Additionally, Logan has taken every math class Fenton High 

School offers and, as a junior, was dual enrolled at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor taking Honors 

Applied Calculus II and Multivariable Calculus. Logan currently serves as the Virtual Enterprises International 

Class President where he led his team at the Midwest VEI Trade Show in Pigeon Forge, TN. 

 

Amber Woollcott 

Grand Blanc High School 

 

 
 

Amber is talented in the musical theater. She has held the lead every year in the schools and several 

community musicals.  Amber volunteers her time to sing the National Anthem at the varsity hockey games. 

She participates in and is the team Captain for the schools a capella group, “Unaccompanied Minors”.  Amber 

is a member of the National Honor Society all while holding a 3.85 grade point average. She received a full 

scholarship to Sienna Heights for Musical Theater where she plans on attending in the fall. 

 

 

 



 

Tristan Croteau 

Detroit Catholic Central High School 

 

 
 

Tristan is an excellent student and has been an outstanding leader in his senior year.  He is a three-year 

member of DECA, an international business and marketing organization and is the current president of his high 

school chapter.  He has competed in numerous events over the years, earning a district champion award in the 

Marketing and Management Team Decision Making event, a state finalist in same event and in 2020, earned a 

State Championship award.   

 

Tristan was also selected to participate in Elevate Leadership Conference at the DECA International 

Conference in Orlando, FL and the DECA Ultimate Power Trip in Washington D.C. where he participated in 

workshops to develop financial, economic, business and entrepreneurial literacy.  Tristan also led CC’s DECA 

chapter in the Muscular Dystrophy Association (MDA) of Michigan Fundraising challenge, which collected over 

$18,000.  Last year, Tristan was selected by Northwood University as the High School Junior Business Student 

of the Year.  

 

Along with his interest in business, Tristan has interest in studying International Affairs and National Security 

in college.  In January 2020, he was awarded a citation by the Veterans of Foreign Wars for his Voice of 

Democracy audio speech, which focused on how our nation responded to 9/11 and how it has influenced his 

career interests.  Tristan is the president of his high school Shamrocks for Veterans chapter, which organizes 

events and activities in support and in recognition of America’s veterans.   He is also a volunteer at Veteran’s 

Affairs Hospital in Ann Arbor, MI. 

 

Tristan is a three-year member of his high school’s National Honor Society Chapter and has achieved Gabriel 

Richard Honor Roll status for seven semesters.     

 

 

 



Erick Smith 

Detroit Collegiate Preparatory High School at Northwestern 

 

 
 

Erick is a senior at Detroit Collegiate Preparatory High School at Northwestern. He is a student ambassador for 

his school and the president of student council.  Erick has studied abroad and interned at General Motors. 

 

Quintien Duncan 

Detroit Collegiate Preparatory High School at Northwestern 

 

 
 

Quintien has overcome many obstacles such as homelessness, lack of transportation, and bullying. He has 

press his way to get his education with a good attitude and smile on his face. 

 

Minnesota  

 

Trina Keta 

Sage Academy 

 

 
 

Trina is an amazing volunteer who is making a huge difference in her community. She goes to homeless 

shelters on special days like Christmas. She teaches children and spends her free time helping organizations 

and with the elderly. As soon as Trina finishes an occasion of helping others, she starts to talk again about how 

excited she is to serve some more. If you ask Trina what motivates her, she will tell you that it is gratefulness. 

Trina says that people don't even need gifts for holidays and birthdays; we already have so much. Instead, she 



says, people should concentrate on being grateful and on giving away things like goodness, kindness, mercy, 

and grace. 

 

Mississippi  

 

Issac Watson 

Aberdeen High School 
 

 
Issac is a member of the National Society of High School Scholars, the AHS Beta Club for all 4 years. He was 

chosen for first team offense for all division 3A in football. He is an honor roll student and a highest honors 

student as well. 

 

Jamiah Renita Gibbs 

Kemper County High School 

 

 
 

Jamiah is a hard-working student who has enrolled in college classes, written and published poetry, and 

started a jewelry business.  Although her mother is gravely ill, she has continued to work diligently. Her load is 

very heavy, but she perseveres. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



New Jersey  

 

Kutorkor Kotey 

Bard Early College High School Newark 

 

 
 

Kutorkor is currently a senior in a dual enrollment opportunity at Bard High School Early College. She will 

complete high school this year with a HS Diploma and a 60 credit Associate of Arts from Bard College. Kutorkor 

has begun her senior year with a 4.O GPA while managing her many involvements in various programs in and 

throughout the city of Newark. Some programs include the Newark Trust for Education Forum, Rutgers 

Abbotts Leadership Institute, New-Ark Leaders of Health, All-Stars Project, Newark's Youth Court and Seton 

Hall's Upward Bound Program. In additions to KutorKor's active involvement in the community and leadership 

programs, she is the CEO and Founder of a flourishing culture accessory line called KutorsKloset.  Kutorkor 

began her clothing line as a 10th grader attending YEA-Newark Entrepreneurship Program. 

 

New York  

 

Matthew Singh 

W. C. Mepham High School 

 

 
 

Matthew is a hardworking teen. As an EMT, CVS associate and straight-A student, he works always to ensure 

that everyone around him is pleased before taking a moment to himself. 

 

 

 

 

 



Sanaa Ford 

Farmingdale Senior High School 

 

 
 

Sanaa is a softball player, a member of the writing club, volunteers at a nursing home all while maintaining 

Honor Roll. She works hard to be an example and not compromising her values and goals in life. Her goal is to 

earn a college scholarship to play softball at Molloy College.  Sannaa would like to become a nurse or a softball 

coach.   

Amoure Ford 

Farmingdale Senior High School 

 
 

Amoure is a senior at Farmingdale High School.  She is a nail technician in training, specializing in acrylic nails 

and nail art. Amoure plans on going to trade school to obtain a Veterinarian Technician Certification to begin 

working in the veterinary field.  She desires to earn a college degree in Veterinarian Science. Amoure is a 

National Honor and Honor Roll Student.  She volunteers at a local nursing and church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Leo Cronan 

Holy Trinity High School 

 

 
 

Leo is a junior at Holy Trinity Diocesan High School in Hicksville, NY. He lives in Massapequa, NY with his 

parents and younger sister. He first became interested in politics through an unusual way-singing with his 

choir, The Metropolitan Youth Orchestra of New York. Throughout elementary school and high school, Leo has 

participated in musical theatre and classical music. 

 

The repertoire for his choir during his freshman year of high school focused on pieces that highlighted the 

struggles and challenges of refugees around the world. While performing these pieces in concert and 

internalizing their messages, he decided that he wanted to more fully participate in forming the policies in his 

school and community.  

 

After realizing his interest in the political field, Leo interned for County Legislator Josh Lafazan, where he was 

one of the 40 interns who were selected to help run his reelection campaign, the first of any campaign that 

was run solely by students.  

 

It was after the triumphant win of the Lafazan campaign that Leo realized the importance of inclusivity and 

diversity, something that is very personal to him because of his Hispanic background. Leo ran and was elected 

vice president of his class, and treasurer of the select choir at his high school.  

 

This February Leo accepted an internship for Melanie D’arrigo for Congress, where he is spearheading the 

student coalition, which will broaden into the entire district and create a platform for underrepresented teens 

to speak out about issues personal to them.   

 

Leo’s main focus on creating platforms for those who are voiceless came to fruition when he volunteered at a 

veteran’s home. One veteran, in particular, said something that has become his personal mantra,” Remember 

that your civil right is your civic duty.” Leo continues to be heavily involved in political activism and hopes to 

major in political science in college. 

 



Azure Brown 

Westbury High School 

 

 
 

Azure is a talented, motivated and compassionate Westbury High School 9th grader. Having recently moved to 

New York from Florida, she takes advantage of every opportunity presented to her at her new school. 

Currently, Ms. Browne is an Honors Geometry student and actively participates in the Nassau Community 

College Science Technology Entry Program, a STEAM program through New York State. Azure is building her 

resume having programmed and flown drones and is participating in the Northwell Health Spark Challenge. In 

her free time she is an aspiring young adult graphic novelist having published work on WebToons. Her current 

graphic novel in progress has not been published yet but will also be available on WebToons upon its 

completion. 

 

North Carolina  

 

Mary Elizabeth Morris 

Arendell Parrott Academy 

 

 
 

Mary Elizabeth demonstrates exceptional work ethic in all that she does. In addition to her schoolwork, she 

serves as a statistician for our volleyball & basketball teams and is generally working TWO part-time jobs. She 

has a huge regular commitment to her multi-generational family agribusiness. She helps care for animals and 

most weekends she rises at dawn to load a van with their Natural Beef products, drives to area Farmer's 



Markets and works their tent. In addition, even though our school has NO service requirement, she will 

graduate having volunteered around 100 hours- most with her county's Interfaith office.   This organization 

coordinates relief for rural food deserts.   Mary Elizabeth plans to pursue a business degree in college and 

work in sustainable agriculture. 

 

Brandon London 

East Burke High 

 

 
 

After Brandon’s on-campus graphics classes were dissolved and no longer offered, Brandon has taken on the 

unofficial title of Graphic Designer for our school. He has produced daily video announcement shows for the 

entire school, specials (i.e. homecoming, Cavalier King, and graduation videos).  He has designed 300+ 

certificates and badges for Academic Excellence Ceremony and principal directed wall plaques. He has played 

a vital role in all things media during his tenure this year. 

 

Abigail Dejarnette 

Alexander Central High School 
 

 
 

Alexander is an entrepreneur and started her own business to donate funds to the Special Olympics. She 

purchased an old ambulance and turned it into a shaved ice truck. The name of her business is Abby's Shiver 

Shack and it is at all our home football games. She also brings it to the school during Teacher Appreciation 



Week for our staff at no charge. She has turned it into an extremely successful business where she is a 

corporate school sponsor at almost every event. She also brings it to charitable events for schools, those in 

need, and anyone she can help.  

 

She was a member of our Junior Dream Team that raised over $16,000 and sent a fellow classmate (disabled 

classmate) on a trip of a lifetime to the 2019 NFL Draft. He even was able to announce one of the draft picks. 

She spoke on behalf of our school and the Dream on 3 Organization at the Board of Education and County 

Commissioners meeting for this event.  

 

Rhode Island  
 

Naycka Ortiz Burgos 

Woonsocket High School 
 

 
 

Naycka is a member of the National Global Premier Soccer of USA and won an MVP award in Denmark.  She 

volunteers at Winter Wonderland and Bernon Elementary School and tutor students afterschool with Spanish 

assignments.  Naycka is a member of the National Honor Society and Health Literacy Group. 

 

Arouney Sithtaphone 

Woonsocket High School 
 

 
 

Arouney Sithtaphone is currently a freshman at WACTC in the P-TECH program. She currently has a 4.0 GPA 

and is one of the top students in the P-TECH program.  She is in Chorus, is the Jazz Band pianist, and is in SMILE 



and Student Council. This year she will be competing in SkillsUSA and serve as part of the RIMEA All-State 

Choral Festival for the very first time. She is also the Freshman Public Relations officer. Arouney greatly values 

community and volunteer work. One of her most impressive and significant projects have been done at the 

Museum of Work and Culture in Woonsocket, RI. The project consisted of her creating and 3D-printing a touch 

map of the Blackstone Valley Industrial Corridor.  

 

Arouney also has real-world experience in the world of technology. She spent the summer of 2019 working at 

Community Care Alliance as a Summer Coding Technician. At her job she used competitive tactics to code 

NASA satellites in space and worked with the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and the Department of 

Defense to learn coding education and STEM research. She hopes to inspire people in life as she pursues a 

career as a biomedical engineer.  

 

South Carolina  

 

Taijon Gardner 

Fort Dorchester High School 

 

 
 

Taijon is a dedicated visionary who is wise beyond his years. He sees a future for himself that will only be 

accomplished by hard work and continuity. Taijon works before school and after school at a youth extension 

program and at Harris Teeter.  Taijon not only works hard outside of school but he works tremendously hard 

in school. He is diligent in his studies and is always willing to come to school early for school improvement 

planning meetings and help the administrators out during lunch when they "just need an extra hand". Taijon 

Gardner is the next big thing and definitely someone to keep your eye on. He is going to do big things once he 

walks across the stage in May and I can't wait to watch it happen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Xavier A. McKinley 

South Carolina Governor's School of Arts & Humanities 

 

 
 

Xavier (Zeek) Alexander McKinley, overcame adversity as a young child when he was diagnosed with Epilepsy 

at the age of 7 years old. At which point we had to make a decision. Allow him to be medicated and 

experience a somewhat active and normal childhood or choose not to medicate and leave him dormant in his 

activities. The doctors told his parents that he would most likely grow out of his condition by the age of 11. We 

chose to take the doctor's recommendation and medicate so that he could experience a normal active life.  
 

He saw specialists and underwent several overnight hospital visits. As a result of his condition, he experienced 

short-term memory loss. This caused him to be placed in Special Education classes. At age 11, he was formally 

introduced to music in elementary school and was assigned his first and only ever instrument, the Trombone. 

At first the learning curve seemed difficult; however Zeek was determined to master his instrument. Still 

riddled with seizures, by the age of 13, he had decided to focus on his music.  
 

Zeek attended his first regional competition in Florence, SC., and walked away with and excellent rating. After 

joining the marching band in high school and placing 2nd chair, his love for music only grew and he began to 

be introduced to different genres of music. He still fought his epileptic episodes throughout the night and 

continued to press forward to attend school and do his best in classes. He continued to experience seizures 

until the end of his freshman year of high school. He was 14 years old, three years after the doctors said that 

he would grow out of his condition. Even though he faced educational challenges through short-term memory 

loss, he never once gave up on school or his music.  
 

As a sophomore he won 1st chair. He began trying different instruments. Zeek is self-taught in the Baritone, 

Flute, and Keyboard. He received a $13K Scholarship from a local College. He applied to the SC Governor's 

School in Greenville, SC., and was accepted in his junior year of high school. He recently auditioned for the 

Boston Conservatory on January 18, 2020 and was accepted.  
 

Xavier (Zeek) Alexander McKinley is the epitomy of what we should all strive to be. He has a can-do failure is 

not an option attitude and dispute of his prior diagnosis; he did not allow that to stop him from becoming the 

great musician and young man that he is today. 

 

 

 

 



Tennessee 

 

Risha A. Manga 

Lausanne Collegiate School 

 

 
  

Risha is the co-founder of 901PLEDGE. Risha turned her passion for crafting jewelry into compassion for others 

who are victims of inequality, and has driven her to help refugee children achieve academic success through 

literacy. Through her teamwork and perseverance, 901 PLEDGE offers free tutoring services to underserved 

children, provides coding and math coaching, and sells handcrafted jewelry to raise money and awareness 

about food and education inequality.  

 

Risha is also volunteers with Asha’s Refuge, which helps refugees achieve a successful resettlement in 

Memphis. She uses the 901 PLEDGE platforms to coordinate book drives, shoe drives and food drives for 

Asha’s Refuge, Mid-South Food Bank and other organizations. Through her engagement with her micro 

community, Risha demonstrate true leadership in empowering and inspiring youth to volunteer and to fight 

education and food inequality. 

 

Qiming Piao 

Hillcrest High School 

 

 
Qiming is a very animated and cheerful student who enjoys socializing and being involved, he has had a rough 

upbringing being abandoned by his mother in 2nd grade, forced to live in a foster home for a year before he 

was sent to China to live with his grandparents in the countryside. He was in China for another year, and then 

he returned to California where his father could not afford the living expenses so they moved to Dallas.  



Qiming Piao is involved in JROTC Battalion Commander, Rifle Team Captain, color guard commander, Physical 

Training Team, and J-Lab finalist who went to Washington D.C. for being the top 50 finalists in the Nation and 

only team in his district. He also is a section leader in percussion front ensemble and performs all UIL events as 

well as all football games for 2 years. He also started wrestling and esports this year. Qiming wants to major in 

computer science in he attends college. 
 

Texas 
 

Taylor O. Bracey 

Homeschool Student 
 

 
  

YM PFC Bracey, Taylor epitomizes the very best of our community. June of last year YM PFC Bracey, joined the 

Trinity Valley Young Marines.  In less than six months she has promoted to Private First Class a prestigious 

honor.  

 

Her dedication and commitment are unmatched as the first African American female within the unit to reach 

this level. She continues to excel and has since been billeted as the Unit Team Leader.  The Young Marines 

program focuses on leadership, teamwork, and discipline as well as the commitment of leading a drug-free 

lifestyle.    

 

A leader in her own right. YM PFC Bracey, Taylor has demonstrated her love for communication and was given 

the opportunity to share her outstanding works as a motivational speaker with the Partners Resource 

Network; Region 10, Pathway Project not once but, twice in the past few years. 

 

Joining KEOM Radio 88.5 FM, Radio Camp afforded YM PFC Bracey the opportunity to study radio, train and 

given airtime to anchor her love for public speaking.  Her passion was evident, and she was interviewed by 

KEOM Radio and featured as one of their spotlighted students. Her outstanding achievements, academic 

abilities, and philanthropic initiatives are in line with her strong motivation to achieve.  

 

YM PFC Bracey has an inherent concern for others and advocates for the differently-abled person, she 

understands firsthand the struggle of being different. YM PFC Bracey was born with a rare Musco-skeletal 



syndrome known as Cleido Cranial Dysplasia. This rare condition statically affects one in million. Dental 

surgeries and medical appointments don’t discourage her nor affect her journey, in fact; it propels her to 

move through it.   

  

YM PFC Bracey is an outstanding community liaison and role model. Many of her efforts are noteworthy but 

the one closest to her heart is that of Terrell Toys for Tots. Under the leadership and guidance of the Terrell 

Marine Corps League Det.; #1338 and assisted by her younger brother; they were able to assist in securing 

many new locations and several events for three years in Forney, TX.   

 

Reaching a cumulative personal goal of over 95 hours of community service by years end.  Young Marine PFC, 

Bracey Taylor is known for her famous words. "Clocks, Trains, and planes are disabled people are not." YM PFC 

Bracey, Taylor is continuing in her endeavors and will be a prominent, productive leader as her journey 

continues.  

 
 

Washington 

 

Caitlin Liddle 

Juanita High School 

 

 
 

Caitlin has volunteered with Campfire USA since 3rd through to 12th grade.  She spends over 100 hours a year 

helping local organizations & charities such as Hope Link, Pantry Packs for Schools, Diabetes Association & 

Cystic Fibrosis Foundation, her neighborhood schools and local church. 

 

Caitlin has been a member of the National Honor Society, cabinet, worked as a freshman mentor, and 

participated in gymnastics throughout high school.  She has earned varsity letters in band for playing the flute 

and gymnastics.   

 



Caitlin has also worked part time since 10th grade as a camp counselor, nanny, and most recently at Kumon 

tutoring children in Math and English. She has challenged herself in school taking Honors & AP classes as well 

as earning credits outside of school for ASL, Interior Design & Photography. 

 

West Virginia 
 

Mikelle Morris 

Brooke High School 
 

 
 

In the past few years, Mikelle has participated in various pageants, and has grown to truly enjoy them.  Before  

Christmas, she overhead a student saying that he doesn’t get much for Christmas which stopped her in her 

tracks and made her want to help in some way.  Mikelle then decided to organize a pageant at the school to 

raise money and donations to give to the “Bruins Helping Bruins” program.  This program helps high school 

students in need of clothing, toiletries, and food. 
 

Mikelle took her idea and ran with it.  She began planning, spending her own money, and sharing the 

information on social media.  There were a total of 13 participants, who had to donate something in order to 

be a contestant.  In addition, the participant who brought in the most donations was given the special title of 

“Miss Generosity”. By the end of the night, there were over 1,200 items donated including clothing, food, and 

toiletries, and a total of $746.00. This far exceeded her expectations. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Virginia 
 

Cade Glass 

Clover Hill High School 

 

 
 

Cade works at a nonprofit that helps young people explore the aviation industry as well as helps them explore 

funding option to obtain a license. He has been training to be a pilot for 3 years and has already logged 24 

flight hours. In addition, he plays soccer at a high level while maintaining his studies in AP and pre-AP courses. 

Additionally, Cade has become a member of the DECA chapter at Clover Hill High School and has already 

attended two conferences in his freshman year, and plans to attend a third in late February. 

 

Kenyan Jeppsen 

Cosby High School 
 

 
 

Kenyan has difficulty in the classroom due to his processing speed, but that does not stop him from trying his 

absolute best to succeed. He completes every homework/classwork assignments and finds time during and 

after school to help other students who are struggling with content. Kenyan founded the "Video Game Club", 

which is a student lead extracurricular activity open to every student that meets weekly. He makes sure every 

student that comes to the club feels comfortable and included in the activities.  

 

Kenyan essentially created a haven for students who usually felt left out or excluded from other 

extracurricular activities.  He gave them a safe and fun place to meet new people with similar interests to their 

own. Kenyan also does a lot of volunteer work in the community through his church. He is not the type of 

person who brags or boasts about his volunteer work.  

 

 

 



Colby Jordan 

Chesterfield Career and Technical Center 

 

 
 

Colby achieved his cardiopulmonary resuscitation certification, national registry emergency medical 

technician, and incident command system 100, 200, 700, and 800. Since completing these training sessions he 

is committing to Radford University Carillion to pursue a bachelor's degree in emergency medical services for 

Paramedic. Following his education he will pursue med school to become a Medical Doctor.  

 

Colby always has a positive attitude and is always willing to go the extra mile to help his peers or other 

students in general. Colby lives with his grandmother since 5th grade after his mother passed away from a 

brain aneurysm.  

 

Aside from his amazing personality and eagerness to learn he also works before and after school at a daycare 

institution and at a medical transport company on the weekends. He also volunteers as a volunteer for 

Southside Virginia Emergency Crew in Petersburg, Va. 

 

Shelby Hartman 

Monacan High School 

 

 
 

Shelby Hartman is exactly the kind of student we need in these troubling political times. An avid student of 

history, Shelby took it upon herself to start a History Club at our school this year. This is a club which she 



began, promoted and runs herself, leading meetings for students after school. Many students think about 

doing something, some talk about it, but Shelby is making it happen!  

 

Her club meets regularly and in only its first few months of existence they did a drive for warm clothing and 

school supplies for those in need, they have been meeting to educate students on all aspects of history both 

current and past. 

 

Shelby even reached out recently to senior centers to recruit those who lived the history of the Civil Rights 

movement and the Holocaust to come in and lead discussions. From the snacks they share, to the movies she 

has shown, to even the way she lets the students help in the decision process and vote on what they will do 

next.  


