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2017
WELL- EQUIPPED FROM
$31,297*

WITH SUBARU YOU
DON’T HAVE TO STAY
AT HOME THIS WINTER.

Very little stands in your way in the capable 2017 Outback. Subaru symmetrical Full-Time
All-Wheel Drive ensures an outstanding grip in snow, rain or rough road, and now, thanks
to X-MODE® with Hill Descent Control, it’s even better at handling steep and harsh terrain.
To learn more visit ontario.subarudealer.ca

**

*MSRP of $29,295 on 2017 Outback 4-cyl 2.5i Base CVT (HD225). Advertised pricing consists of MSRP plus charges for Freight/PDI ($1,675) Air Conditioning Charge ($100), Tire Stewardship Levy ($17.75), OMVIC Fee ($10), Dealer Admin ($199). Freight/PDI charge includes a full tank of gas. Taxes,
license, registration and insurance are extra. $0 security deposit. Model shown: 2017 Outback 4 cyl 2.5i Premier w/ Tech Pkg AT (HD2PPE) with an MSRP of $38,595. Dealers may sell or lease for less or may have to order or trade. Vehicle shown solely for purposes of illustration, and may not be
equipped exactly as shown. See your local Subaru dealer for complete program details. **See Owner’s Manual for complete details on system operation and limitations. Outback and Subaru are registered trademarks. ‡Ratings are awarded by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS).
Please visit www.iihs.org for testing methods.
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Shadow is a master of ambiance. It ebbs and flows
with its surroundings and light brings it to life.
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©2016 Benjamin Moore & Co., Limited. Benjamin Moore, Paint like no other, and the triangle “M” symbol are registered trademarks of Benjamin Moore & Co., Limited. Printed in USA.

ELECTRIC FIREPLACES
CREATE A FEATURE WALL IN ANY SPACE

FIREPLACE MAKEOVERS
STONE REFACING • BEAM MANTLES

CUSTOM BUILT-INS & MILLWORK

Complete Custom Packages to suit any budget
2575 Dundas Street West, Mississauga

905-828-8880 | www.hearthmanor.com
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Furniture· Carpet· Rugs· Drapery· Reupholster· Farrow & Ball Paint· Wallpaper
686 Guelph Line, Burlington · 905-639-0666 · andersoncarpetandhome.com · Visit our blog for more outstanding pieces

MISSISSAUGA

how to GRILL the

PERFECT
STEAK

A

ST O RY ADRI ENNE BROW N

Almost anyone can toss a burger on the
barbecue and be happy with how it’s cooked.
A steak? Not so simple. But with a little prep
and some know-how, it can be just as easy
to cook a succulent, juicy steak on the grill
as anything else.
Jamie Hussey, Executive Chef at Glen
Abbey Golf Club in Oakville, Ontario,
recommends strip loin or sirloin steaks for the
grill. “They have a better flavour, and they are
robust,” he says.
Ted Reader, the author of Gastro Grilling,
agrees but adds that he loves rib steak too.
“I like my steaks to be cut about one-anda-half to two-inches thick and weigh about
12 to 16 ounces each, depending on the cut.
A thicker steak will cook more evenly and
give you a little wiggle room in case you get
distracted,” he says.

Prepare your steaks
According to Reader, good quality steaks do
not need to be marinated or tenderized –
only if you want to add a certain flavour.
On the other hand, if you’re using a tougher
cut, marinate it for at least a day before
grilling. Hussey recommends a base of red
wine, garlic and herbs – and always a ratio of
two-to-one for oil and vinegar.
Salt your steaks just before grilling. This will
give them a nice crust. This is the time to
season with herbs and garlic if you like, too.
Chef Hussey says chimichurri is his favourite
steak finisher of all time.
Bring your steaks to room temperature
before placing them on your barbecue.

Hit the grill
Cook your steaks for a short time at a
high temperature. “Six hundred degrees
Fahrenheit or higher if you can,” says

Reader. Leave your barbecue lid open and
resist the temptation to poke your steaks.

2. Dry aging: “The older a steak is, the
more tender it will be.” Many butchers
dry age beef themselves.

Never overfill your grill. Leave at least an
inch-and-a-half clearance around each
piece of meat.

3. Fat: “To put it simply, fat equals flavour.
Internal fat or marbling is what gives
a steak its succulence and juiciness.”
External fat will also add flavour, but can
be cut off after cooking.

Cook your steaks to your preferred doneness
(see our chart), and then let them rest for 10
minutes before serving, says Chef Hussey.
This prevents bleeding onto your plate.
Never cut your meat to check whether it’s
cooked to your liking. “Cutting the steak
lets all the natural juices escape, leaving
you with a dry and tasteless piece of meat,”
says Reader.

Don’t f lip out
Only turn and flip your steaks as
necessary. Reader suggests this
flip-and-rotate approach:
• Place steaks on a hot grill on a 45-degree
angle at 11 o’clock.
• Grill for two-to-five minutes to sear,
depending on the thickness and
doneness you want.

4. Find a good butcher: Nobody else will
be able to answer your questions better,
nor cater to all your steak needs. Learn
what you like and want and ask for it.

How do you like your
steak cooked?
A meat thermometer is the
best way to test doneness.
Here’s Ted Reader’s guide
to the steak rainbow:

• Flip steaks and baste the grilled surface
with your favourite baste. Continue
to grill for two-to-five minutes on a
45-degree angle.

Blue Rare: A blue rare steak is
quickly charred on the outside
and barely cooked on the inside.
For best results, bring the steak
to room temperature before
cooking. (130ºF)

• Turn 45 degrees and cook for another
two-to-five minutes.

Rare: A rare steak has a cool red
centre. (130-140ºF)

• Turn 45 degrees to 2 o’clock, cook for
another two-to-five minutes.

• Flip and baste again.
“Now you have that fancy steakhouse
diamond pattern!”
Two final pieces of advice from Chef Hussey:
“It’s always better to undercook a steak than
to overcook a steak. And have fun! Buy the
best local products you can, have a couple
of beers and enjoy it!”

Pick the perfect steak

Medium-Rare: A mediumrare steak has a warm red
centre. (140-145ºF)
Medium: A medium steak has
a pink centre, and the juices are
clear. (145-150ºF)
Medium-Well: A medium-well
steak has a hot pink centre, and
the juices are clear. (150-160ºF)

Ted Reader’s four rules for picking
the best beef:

Well-Done: A well-done steak
is grey throughout without any
trace of pink and the juices are
clear. (160-170ºF)

1. Buy the best quality steak you can
afford: “Not all good top cuts (rib eye
or strip loin) are always tender. There are
many grades of meat.” Grade A is the
worst quality and AAA is the best.

Super Well Done: This steak
is weighted with a brick until
heavily charred on the outside
and without any trace of pink and
no juices inside. (170ºF plus) OH
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ardwood Flooring lends
character and charm to any
room in your home or business and best of all—it never goes
out of style, and it is simply beautiful!
Wood flooring has gone far beyond
classic styles of traditional woodgrains. In addition to beauty, our
collection of hardwood flooring
offers exciting possibilities in a
variety of species; oak, maple, birch,
beech, walnut, jatoba, hickory,
American Cherry as well as colours,
widths, finishes and so much more.
Since 1989, The Floor Shop, now
with three locations in the Greater
Toronto Area offers you incredible
floors that will last a lifetime.
The Floor Shop has also been
featured on several episodes of
‘Holmes on Homes’, the highly
revered award winning HGTV
program with Mike Holmes. The
Floor Shop—your wood flooring
specialists for warmth, livability
and character.
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IT’S ALWAYS A GREAT
TIME TO CURL UP with

Rosalia Fazzari of Tapestry Décor and her team will

“bring your home to life”

Full Interior Design
and Decor Services
Custom Drapery
Renovations
Space Planning
Furniture & Accents
Faux Finishes
Blinds
Shades
In-Home Consultations

DESIGN SERVICES • RENOVATIONS • NEW BUILD
PROJECT MANAGEMENT • SPACE PLANNING
CUSTOM DRAPERY, BLINDS, BEDDING AND SHADES
CUSTOM FURNITURE • IN-HOME CONSULTATIONS

a good book, but winter
makes the thought of a book,
a cosy chair, a warm blanket
and a steaming cup of tea all
the more enticing.
When I moved from
Mississauga to Burlington,
I lost my connection to my
book club. I’m a voracious
reader, my night table
cluttered with books open
mid-read. A trip to the
bookstore is Christmas
and my birthday rolled into
one. I start and end each
day reading. It’s a passion
my husband doesn’t understand. He favours jargon-filled books on
technology to a narrative on the horrors of the war or getting swept
away as a twosome falls in love.
Six months ago, a post on a community Facebook page appeared,
asking if people wanted to start a local book club. I jumped at the
chance, but I was also hesitant. The book club scene can be a bit like
online dating. Over 15 women responded with interest, and most of
them were strangers. I love meeting interesting people, but what if we
didn’t get along? What if they only wanted to sip wine and not read?
What if I was the weirdo of the bunch?
The night of our first meeting approached with anticipation.
Moments after the group collected, we were deep in conversation (and
drinks!), getting to know each other. From mothers and professionals
to artisans and teachers, the group comes from all walks of life, and the
love of books brought us together.
In the months that followed, we’ve continued to open our doors and
invite each other into our lives. As personalities emerge, it’s interesting
to hear the distinct takes on the books we read. It’s broadened my
awareness and understanding. It’s made me a better reader.
Since many in the group have literary tastes different from my own,
I’ve devoured books I never would have touched if it weren’t for our
club. Sharing books with others has allowed me to experience them in a
whole new way.
I love my book club ladies. Once a month, we leave our worries at
the doorstep and take a break from everyday life. It’s a place where
we can express thoughts and ideas, we can be silly and serious and
we can laugh, talk and eat great food. It’s good for the soul. Until
next time ladies!

Gina Makkar, Managing Editor
gina.makkar@ourhomes.ca
Follow us @OurHomesMag

online
416-710-3086 | www.tapestrydecor.ca
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You can build a custom home...or you can
build a HummingbirdHill Custom Home.
Passionately building luxurious, highly eﬃcient,
healthy homes.
FEATURED ON:

hummingbirdhillhomes.com

Ontario, Canada
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Interior Designer Dolores
Pian shares her ideas.
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LET THERE BE

LIGHT

FREE

Nest Learning Thermostat and
Nest Cam Indoor with purchase†
of select window shadings
with PowerView™.

FREE

Nest Learning Thermostat and
value
Nest Cam
Indoor with purchase†
of$select window shadings
with PowerView™.

579

Offer effective September 19 – December 18, 2016.

value

579

$

† Purchase a minimum of 5 Silhouette , Pirouette or Duette with PowerView and receive a FREE Nest Learning Thermostat
and Nest Cam Indoor. Valid at participating retailers only. For full details, visit hunterdouglas.ca.
®

®

®

™

905.336.5341
www.blindadvantage.ca

Offer effective September 19 – December 18, 2016.

Visit Our Showroom
4280 HARVESTER ROAD, BURLINGTON
Hours of Operation:
Monday – Friday 9-5, Saturday 10-4
† Purchase a minimum of 5 Silhouette®, Pirouette® or Duette® with PowerView™ and receive a FREE Nest Learning Thermostat
and Nest Cam Indoor. Valid at participating retailers only. For full details, visit hunterdouglas.ca.

6

It’s been a long time since the first statement lighting fixture in the
universe was created with a bang.
Back here on earth and in our homes, we mortals have been trying to
replicate the same wow factor ever since.
Entranceways, bedrooms, kitchens and even bathrooms can use
lights that make a statement. More often than not, we love to use
chandeliers for this purpose. They are grand. They command attention.
And, most definitely, they are striking.
Traditionally, chandeliers with tiny lights were gathered up into
one large fixture and were central to the décor of a room, in most cases
the dining room. Distinguished homes had Schonbek chandeliers with
Swarovski crystals. We would also see fanciful, sweeping shapes of
colourful glass from Murano and Venice, Italy – much like a grand dame
in her wonderful gown attending La Scala Opera.
Over the past 10 years, traditional chandeliers have become objects
of desire once again, evoking an era of glamour and style. Sleekly styled
teardrops, without the faceted cuts, are the updated version of crystals,
creating modern styling in a traditional fixture, such as the Crawford
by Hudson Valley Lighting.
Today, lighting statements come in twos, threes or in clusters.
Some are floating sculptures. Modern technology allows us to be more
creative with different shapes and materials.
Artemide, one of the world’s most progressive and grooviest
lighting manufacturers, from Italy, regularly creates fantastical pieces
that provide a lifetime of beauty and joy. One of their latest pieces,
Chlorophilia, designed by Ross Lovegrove, cleverly up-lights a series of
petals that act as prisms, producing light and shadows with the help of
LEDs, creating a delicate, space-expanding effect.
Sometimes a statement chandelier is not a chandelier at all,
but a large lamp that arcs overhead, such as the Arco, by Italian
manufacturer Flos. It is considered an ageless classic suitable for any
décor or function.

• Structurally, make sure your ceiling can support the
weight of your light fixture. Not usually a problem but
best to consult with your contractor. Better safe
than sorry.

Light It Up
• Think of your chandelier as a stunning investment in visuallybeautiful eye candy that will make an impression both by night
and by day.

Although lighting’s primary function is to see and be seen, it’s
important to think of your empty ceilings and walls like a canvas to
create your personal statement. Now all you have to ask yourself is:
How will I light up my universe and make my statement? OH

• In open-plan spaces, while your chandelier is the focus, it’s good
to mix sizes and type of fixtures that are flexible to your needs. The
other fixtures don’t have to match, but they do need to coordinate.

1. SWAROVSKI LIGHTING: Valterri Chandelier 2. HUDSON VALLEY LIGHTING: Crawford Chandelier
3. VESOI: Infedele Suspension Light 4. ARTEMIDE: Chlorophilia 5. FLOS: Arco Floor Lamp
6. BULBRITE: LED Filament Bulbs

18 | ourhomes
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Winter Retreat
FIND YOUR

• There are so many wonderful options out there:
traditional, vintage, transitional, modern, ultra
modern, suspended, ceiling-hugger, colourful,
clear, metal, glass, wood. No matter your tastes there’s
something to suit your personality and style.

Turn it On
• Buy quality bulbs with a colour temperature of 2700 K to 3000
K. The lower the number the warmer and cosier the atmosphere.
Different lighting and colour temperatures will bring out different
shades in your wall colours, fabrics and carpets.
• Dimmers set the mood and provide as much light as required
when needed. Dimmers can also be calibrated to preset light
settings to provide the atmosphere and the timing of your choice.
• Incandescent filament bulbs are still the best for that warm fiery
glow. They are the softest and most flattering bulbs available.
• Halogens are crisp and warm and make objects look sensuous
and rounder.
• Fluorescents make objects and colours look flat, despite the
colour temperature.
• LED lights are efficient and can be warm providing that you
choose a warm colour temperature. Beware of pointy hot spots –
make sure that you have a diffuser to soften the light source.
• If you’re feeling nostalgic and you want to see a clear bulb,
Bulbrite produces bulbs that replicate the exposed filaments of
clear bulbs through LED technology.

VISIT OUR

WE DELIVER
To Milton, Oakville,
and Burlington

homefurniture.ca

Furniture
Marketplace
For Massive Discounts
On Scratch & Dents,
Previous Floor Models,
Photo Samples And End
Of Line Product

ST. JACOBS HOME FURNITURE
1421 KING STREET NORTH
DOWNTOWN ST. JACOBS
(519) 664-3301

Monday - Friday 8 to 6
Sat 8 to 5 • Sun 12 to 5

style picks
1

BEAUTY
BY DESIGN
It’s winter! No matter what the
temperature, our décor ideas will
warm up your space.

4

2

P HO T OGRAPHY JASO N HA RTOG

5

6
3

1

ACCENTS FOR LIVING

Chandelier
The Rio Orb is a captivating,
architectural delight, with wires
wrapping and overlapping to form a
nest-like shape. Sculpted of wrought
iron with a blacksmith finish, this
24-inch piece blends with a variety of
décor styles.
243 Speers Rd., Oakville
905.849.8537 | accentsforliving.ca
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2 GREENSVILLE
SOAPSTONE COMPANY

Counter
Choose soapstone for counters and
sinks in a variety of sizes, shapes and
finishes. The stone’s smooth texture
and natural, honed finish lend a
timeless elegance and beauty to
your home.
4450 Corporate Dr., Unit 2, Burlington
1.888.957.8663 | greensvillesoapstone.com

3

ARTEMANO

Platform Bed
Add a focal point to the bedroom
with warmth, beauty and distinctive
design. Available in two sizes, the
Indra Freeform Bed is handcrafted
from exotic Suar wood. No two pieces
are alike.
5980 McLaughlin Rd., Unit 5, Mississauga
289.804.3636 | artemano.ca

4 ANDERSON BALFOUR
KITCHEN DESIGN INC.

5 BROOMS HEATING
& AIR CONDITIONING

Kitchen Inspiration
Whether you love walnut, maple,
granite, stainless steel or slate,
Anderson Balfour has the material and
the expertise to make your kitchen
dreams come true.

Linear Fireplace
Style, warmth and luxury all in one. At
66 and a quarter inches, the Valor L3
Linear Series provides a lovely focal
point. Choose from Murano glass or
driftwood fuel-bed options.

129 Lakeshore Rd. E., Unit E, Mississauga
905.274.3900 | andersonbalfour.com

3440 Fairview St., Burlington
905.634.7701 | broomshvac.ca

6

ARTEMANO

Coffee Table
This modern coffee table combines
dark metal and rich Indian mango for
a clean, straight-lined design that suits
styles from transitional to industrial.
5980 McLaughlin Rd., Unit 5, Mississauga
289.804.3636 | artemano.ca
Continued on page 22
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style picks

Beautiful Things
7

JOSHUA CREEK TRADING
FURNITURE & HOME DECOR
7

8

Slipcovered Sofa
Sink into comfort. Elegant and timeless,
washable sofa covers are designed for
everyday living. Available in a variety
of sizes and fabrics, customize a piece
that’s uniquely you.
1029 Speers Rd., Oakville
905.842.3739 | joshuacreekfurniture.com
8

WHITE PEAR STUDIOS INC.

Bench
Give an old piece new life with fresh
paint and upholstery. This sweet little
bench painted in Graphite Chalk Paint
by Annie Sloan is a pretty addition to
any room.

Custom Upholstery • Custom Furniture Painting • Design Services
2359 Lakeshore Road West Oakville, Ontario
905-847-2922 www.mybackshed.com

ld

119 Kerr St., Oakville
905.582.8318 | whitepearstudios.ca
9

9

IDEAL HOME DESIGN

Flooring
Large format chevron tiles,
Scandinavian wide-plank floors and
stone backsplashes paired with quartz
countertops are combined for a classic,
yet modern look.
6649 Regional Rd. 25, Milton
1.866.864.9998 | idealhomedesign.ca OH

905-407-LOF T
Visit Our Showroom:
1110 Heritage Rd., Unit 1, Burlington, ON
22 | ourhomes
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At Home Interiors for Easy Living we offer decorating and design services that
personalize your home, and reflect who you are. From the design concept to
completion, Home Interiors for Easy Living prides itself on delivering exceptional
service at every level of the design process. Our approach is casual and inviting
and we are committed to creating a unique and stylish home for everyday living.

Hate Your Kitchen?

design ideas

escape

ST O RY YAN I C SI MARD
P HO T OGRAPHY
GILL IAN JACKSON

PHOTO: BRANDON BARRE

INDOOR

With winter arriving, you may find yourself wanting to
spend a lot more time indoors – why not spend this time
unwinding in an elegant, spa-like bathroom? Borrow some
of my favourite design tips from a recent renovation and
create your own retreat.

Mirror Magic
As you enter this room, you pass a custom
mirrored sliding door (located next to the
tub/shower), hiding a stacked washer and
dryer combo. This puts the laundry centre in
a functional spot, but without taking away
from the aesthetic elegance of the bathroom
– in fact, large mirrors can help a space feel
more expansive.

Open Eyelines
Other features help give the room a larger
feel: glass doors are used for the shower and
on the tall custom storage compartment to
keep sight lines open. The airy material and
colour palette emphasize pale tones and subtle
textures, adding interest while maintaining
a breezy feel. Using the same inviting wood
to create the floating vanity shelves and the
sliding door frame adds consistency and a
touch of visual warmth.

Bringing the Heat

DESIGN TIP: Tucking functional
details like the electrical outlet or
toilet roll holder between the toilet
and vanity puts them effectively out
of sight from most viewing angles,
for an austere look.
24 | ourhomes
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Two hidden features keep this room feeling
cosy all year. A heated floor system (a perfect
complement to cool, crisp tile) radiates
warmth – a smart way to make a relatively
compact space feel ultra-luxe. To top it
off, the stylish wall-mounted towel bar is
also heated, for that fresh-out-of-the-dryer
feeling any time. Continued on page 26

Explore your options:
CandM.ca | 905.637.3331

design ideas
simply elegant living spaces

Niche Appeal

Bright Answers

Often, one or more of the walls inside a shower
will have a large open cavity, free of pipes –
space that can be “borrowed” to add a little
extra room to the shower via a wall niche.
Placing a niche at elbow height will give you
a handy place to store essential products and
open up the feel of the space just that little
bit more, making it a worthwhile upgrade
during renovation.

Keeping the lighting scheme richly layered is
important in any space, even a smaller one like a
bathroom. Here, pot lights are used in the shower
area (an often overlooked spot for lighting), but
the long vanity wall is actually lit with a subtle
LED strip tucked into the ceiling. This gives
efficient, even lighting in a soft ethereal glow, for
a real sense of brightness despite the lack of a
window. Thin accent lights flank the medicine
cabinet, adding a little task lighting.

Featured Selections
Although most of the tile in this bathroom is
a classic white 12-by-24-inch porcelain plank
(which creates a large, almost seamless look),
an accent tile was used to make a statement in
the shower. This tile was then repeated as the
sink backsplash (run wall-to-wall for a sharp
look), for a feeling of continuity. Repeating
materials at least once is a good way to make
any room appear more harmonious.
DESIGN TIP: Bordering an accent tile
with an outline of plank tiles (as done in
this shower) frames it like artwork and
visually connects the materials, rather
than taking the accent wall-to-wall.
It’s a contemporary twist that makes a
sophisticated statement.

Highs & Lows
Not everything has to be a budget buster.
Here, a simple and sleek big-box-store vanity
serves perfectly, acting as the quiet anchor in a
moody grey. Adding an interesting faucet gives
it a unique twist, and picks up on the other
glass accents in the room. Remember: saving
on some pieces and splurging on others always
creates more drama than spending moderately
across the board.
DESIGN TIP: One of the easiest ways to
style your bathroom is to remove clutter,
and then store essentials in minimalist
containers like glass jars or white boxes.
Just be sure to add at least one purely
decorative accent like a fresh blossom!

Colour Consultations | Custom Cabinetry Designs | Design Consultation | Floor Plans & Elevations | Finishes & Design Details
Home Renovations | Home Staging | Kitchen & Bath Design | Product Sourcing | Project Management | Space Planning | Window Treatments

Create your own escape at home
with these picks.
2

YOUR SOURCE FOR RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL & CUSTOM DECORATIVE HARDWARE

1

— Exceptional Products Meet Exceptional Service —

3

4

1. WARMLYYOURS: Infinity Towel Warmer, Hardwired with
Programmable Timer 2. NOVATTO: Waterfall Lav Faucet
with Clear Glass 3. LUNADA BAY TILE: Tommy Bahama 1 x
1 Offset Mosaic in Kangaroo Island 4. CUTLER KITCHEN &
BATH: 36-inch, Four-Drawer Boardwalk Vanity
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647. 222. 2234
toulainteriors.com
info@toulainteriors.com

1825 Dundas Street East – Unit 7, Mississauga, Ontario
(905) 206-9902 | sales@jrdsupply.com | www.jrdsupply.com

feature

Refined
DESIGN
S T ORY G I N A MA K K AR
P H OT OG RAP H Y J A S ON HART O G

E

Effortless style. It’s a blend
of interesting architecture
and smooth transitions. It’s
the layering of colours and
textures. It’s bold choices and
soft features that dance in
perfect harmony.
For Jas and Shelli’s Oakville home, an astute sense
of style and a little help from a friend blended to
create a beautiful interior. Continued on page 30

The unique floor plan is what initially drew Jas and Shelli
to the home. LEFT: Custom touches in the library design
elevate the space and make it functional and beautiful.
ABOVE: Millwork and wallpaper help create an entrance
that’s fresh and inviting.

28 | ourhomes
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feature
Inside, visitors are greeted
with the unique layout. Oversize
entrance tiles from Ciot, tone-ontone wallpaper from The Paint
People and a polished nickel
pendant create a stylish welcome.
The living room, dreamed up by
Jas and Shelli, layers soft creams
and greys. A tufted sofa with rolled
arms, gold and marble lamps and
panelling add elegance. Walls are
opened with banisters to provide
unfettered sightlines to the library
above and the bar area below.
Step up to the library where
custom, floor-to-ceiling built-ins
make use of the soaring ceiling
height. Hints of walnut warm
the space while a chevron area
rug adds dimension. The room
was designed around an oversize
Buddha painting, an anniversary
gift from Shelli’s grandmother and
late grandfather.
The main level steps down to
a chic bar area where argyle zebra
cabinetry takes centre stage. File
cabinets tuck away to allow the
space to serve double duty as
a bar or a home office. It’s Jas’s
favourite space in the home. “With
my technology craziness, it has
everything I need from music to
TV, to an additional monitor for
my laptop all in one space,” he says.
The home’s audio, visual and home
automation systems were installed
by Oakville Sight & Sound. “We
took inspiration on the gold in the
bar at the 11th hour when we were
out on the town one night, and
with a quick phone call to Toula
asking her to change our look, she
was able to make it happen.”
No strangers to design, the couple customized two prior homes,
their taste evolving with each new project. “We are not indecisive, and
we make decisions extremely quickly,” says Jas. “Some may argue too
quickly, but we are confident in our tastes and always go back to our
first instincts, whether it’s buying a chair or choosing a tile or drapery
fabrics, we always go back to our first choice.”
The home that caught their eye was a Mattamy Homes build in
Oakville; a 4,000 sq. ft. model with a unique floorplan. Early in the build
process, they called on friend and designer Toula Piliouras of Toula
Interiors. “We worked with Toula to help guide us based on what we
wanted out of this home,” says Jas. “Her cabinetry designs from both
an aesthetic and practical use are fantastic. She played a big role in our
30 | ourhomes
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family room furniture, which is something we use and appreciate daily.”
Toula enhanced the design process by providing inspirational
images, floor plans and helping select furnishings. Together, they
narrowed the choices used in the final design. A blend of elements,
including walnut finishings, mouldings and wainscotting, helped create
a warm, inviting space.
The interior was customized to reflect the fresh, classic,
contemporary aesthetic they were after. “Although the home was
new, we wanted to ensure that it had the feeling of a space that was
liveable and inviting,” says Toula. “I didn’t want it to scream new
and untouchable, I wanted it to be sophisticated and polished but
welcoming and durable.”

Continued on page 32

RIGHT: The bar area radiates with warm
neutral and gold hues. It’s a space made
for both work and play. OPPOSITE:
Gold makes a statement in the dining
room. Striking lighting, dramatic artwork
and a spectacular ceiling create a warm
backdrop for entertaining.
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feature

In the dining room, Jas and Shelli added
a striking arabesque ceiling detail painted
in burnished gold. An area rug and artwork
from Andersons and lighting from Gerrie
Electric tie into the metallic elements. The
window is swathed in soft fabric panels
from The Drape Lady. A rich dining table
flanked by cream chairs from Sterling House
Interiors softens the space.
Thoughtful elements create cohesiveness
throughout. Additional lighting from
Union Lighting adds structure and style.
Hand-scraped white oak flooring in
Baroque from Modern Flooring adds
warmth, while Berber carpeting softens the
stairwell and bedrooms.
The kitchen is one of Shelli’s favourite
spots. “Family and friends think I’m
absolutely crazy having glass fridges, but
32 | ourhomes
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I love organizing and keeping the fridges
tidy and visually appealing, and especially
showcasing our family’s healthy eating
habits and love for nutritious foods.” Light
and airy, white cabinetry by Landmark
Kitchen Concepts is complemented
by a maple island and polished chrome
drawers. Statuario quartz countertops add
sophistication, as does a band of chrome to
highlight the elegant range hood.
The kitchen opens to the family room,
where a waffle ceiling draws the eye upward.
A cast-stone fireplace is flanked by warm
walnut built-ins. A geometric rug adds
texture, while furnishings from Gresham
House Furniture provide a cosy place for
the family to relax. Just off the hallway, the
mudroom provides an organized place for the
family to come and go. Continued on page 34

ABOVE: Warm maple
and sleek chrome
blend for a timeless yet
contemporary island.
Glass fridge doors are
the delight of culinary
aficionado Shelli.
LEFT: Toula Piliouras
helped her clients
conceptualize the
finished space from
the ground up. TOP
RIGHT: Hints of
chrome throughout
the kitchen keep it
from feeling stark
and white. TOP, FAR
RIGHT: The mudroom
sees plenty of traffic
with three children
and a dog. RIGHT:
The family room is an
elegant but comfortable
space for the family to
relax together.
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feature

LEFT: A vibrant green-blue and plenty of dolls decorate a
little girl’s space. BOTTOM LEFT: A punch of vibrant pink
adds personality. BOTTOM RIGHT: Vintage hot air balloons
add a touch of whimsy to a baby boy’s room.

Plenty of personal touches make the house a home. “We chose
a lot of artwork that really resonated with us. We have a painting
from Turks and Caicos in our family room that was painted by an
artist there,” says Shelli. “It’s our home away from home, so to have
this special painting of our favourite beach in our family room is
just amazing for us. We love showcasing the kid’s artwork and
crafts. It builds their confidence as little artists and reflects our
love for family.”
Décor pieces from Accents for Living were incorporated
throughout. A custom painting in the upper hallway by Burlington
artist Laura Fedorowicz of Elle and Kay Design incorporates
some of the family’s favourite colours. “She’s so talented and did an
amazing job of bringing our vision to life,” says Shelli. Continued on page 36
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feature

Each of the children’s rooms spring to life
with personality. An upper level laundry room
is practical for the busy family. The master
bedroom and en suite provide a tranquil
backdrop to begin and end each day. From
top to bottom, the home is a reflection of the
family, from what they love to how they live.
“As loud and crazy as our home can be
sometimes with three kids and a barking dog,
we love the serenity and calmness of what
we have created here,” explains Shelli. “There
really is no place like home.” OH

Whether renovating a century home, building an
addition or a new custom build, Sedgwick Marshall
work with their team of trades to design the home of
your dreams from start to finish.
Sedgwick Marshall pride themselves in providing their
clients with quality and service they can trust.

905.287.5591
www.sedgwickmarshall.com

ABOVE: Tranquil blue
walls and warm wood
on the vanity create a
spa-like en suite.
LEFT: Soft textures
and hues bring a
sense of calm in the
master bedroom.
RIGHT: A geometric
backsplash adds a
little funkiness in the
laundry room.
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599 Third Line | Oakville, Ontario | 905-827-4611 | www.oakvillekitchencentre.com

decorating
4

2

6

3
5

Happy Holidays

1

3

from

holiday styles

1029 Speers Road, Oakville
(Speers & 4th Line) T. 905.842.3739
www.joshuacreekfurniture.com

RUSTIC CABIN
10

8

11

7
9

1. ÀLAMODE HOME: Rejoice Stocking
2. ABBOTT: Small Ski & Poles 3. GRASSLANDS
ROAD: Snow Buddies Ornament 4. ABBOTT:
Skates Pair Ornament 5. TRANSPAC: Galvanized
Metal Christmas Banner 6. ABBOTT: Large Pine
Branch with Antler Wreath 7. GRASSLANDS
ROAD: 3 Floral Sprigs on Wood Block
8. LUVCAN IMPORTS INC: Birch Garland –
3.2” Star 9. BRUNELLI: Chevreuil Cushion
10. BRUNELLI: Coyote Cushion 11. BRUNELLI:
Jingle Bells Sham & Throw 12. VILLEROY &
BOCH: Naif Christmas Dinnerwear 13. ABBOTT:
Enamel Look Mug in Red 14. GRASSLANDS
ROAD: Bird Figurines With Hats 15. BALSAM
HILL: Galvanized Tree Collar Continued on page 40
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Solid Wood Bedrooms • Dining • Upholstery • Leather

14

13

15

Visit our 10,000 square foot showroom

decorating
1

4

5

3
2

7

6

COASTAL

8

12
9
10
11

Burlington

905-484-3372

13

1. ABBOTT: Spouting Whale Ornament
2. BIRCHLANE: Driftwood Star 3. TRANSPAC:
Driftwood Starfish Ornament 4. TRANSPAC: Res Silver
Coastal Ornament 5. LUVCAN IMPORTS INC: Birch Bark
Wrapped Ball 6. EASTERN ACCENTS: Studio 773 Horsey
Spa Stocking 7. ABBOTT: Medium Reindeer Head Planter
8. PAVILION GIFT: Holiday Door Stopper 9. DIMONDHOME: Natural Driftwood Garland 10. LENOX:
Brian Gluckstein Clara Aqua Dinnerware 11. ZODAX:
Decorative Shell Trees 12. ABBOTT: Large Natural Twig
Display Tree 13. JAIPUR LIVING: Seabreeze Throw in
Mineral Blue & Birch 14. PARK DESIGNS: Noel Printed
16” Pillow Cover 15. ONE BELLA CASA: Let It Mix &
Match Holiday – Ivory Ice Blue Throw Pillows 16. ABBOTT:
Large “For Elf Use” Gift Sack 17.EASTERN ACCENTS:
Studio 773 Treasure Coast Tree Skirt Continued on page 42
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Custom soft window treatments part of our Inspired Drapes™ collection from Budget Blinds®- Add
a touch of sophisticated elegance in classic styles. Complete the look with our stunning drapery
hardware collection and custom blinds, shades or shutters. FREE In-home Consultation*
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15
17

Your Style
Consultant will
explore styles and
colors with you.

Our expert
measuring ensures
the perfect fit.

Professional
installation means
you don’t have to
lift a finger.

Best warranty
in the industry.

WWW.BUDGETBLINDS.C OM

decorating
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MODERN

8
9

7

6

5

11

10
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13
1. TRANSPAC: Feather Garland 2. ZODAX:
Decorative Star Ornament in Silver 3. TRANSPAC:
Metal Cutout Tree Ornaments 4. ABBOTT: Knit
Deer Wall Decor 5. ALLMODERN: Vickerman
24” Shatterproof Ball Ornament Christmas
Wreath 6. ZODAX: Reindeer with Golden Antlers
7. ZODAX: Silver Plated Ceramic Stemmed
Christmas Trees 8. GRASSLANDS ROAD: Gold
Monogram Mugs 9. EASTERN ACCENTS:
Studio 773 Wishing Stocking 10. GRASSLANDS
ROAD: Reindeer Glasses 11. BRUNELLI: Yogi
Throw 12. GRASSLANDS ROAD: Peace and Joy
Pillows 13. SARO LIFESTYLE: Jelena Placemat
14. CANVAS HOME: Dauville Dinnerware in
Gold and Platinum 15. ABBOTT: Large “Do Not
Shake…” Gift Sack 16. EASTERN ACCENTS: Studio
773 Believing Tree Skirt OH
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Space Planning • Full Service Interior Design • Kitchen, Bathroom, Basement Renovations
Furniture • Window & Wall Treatments • Colour Consultations • Redesign Your Home
14
16

905.523.9835

www.pinkusinteriors.com | brenda@pinkusinteriors.com
www.houzz.com/pro/bpinkus

cooking at home

NO-KNEAD BREAD

and spreads

spreads

SPINACH &
WALNUT PESTO

SAVOURY TOMATO
BACON JAM

INGREDIENTS
(Makes 1 half-pint jar)

INGREDIENTS
(Makes 3 half-pint jars)
1 pound bacon, chopped

RECIPES A N D PHO TO S J E NE L L E M C CU L L O CH

1 large white onion,
finely chopped

Trust us – you and your guests knead
these spreads at your next party!

1 pound roma
tomatoes, chopped
¼ cup brown sugar
1 tsp paprika
¼ tsp chili flakes

no-knead bread
INGREDIENTS
3 cups all-purpose flour
½ tsp instant yeast
1½ tsp salt
1½ cups water
• In a large bowl, mix together flour,
yeast and salt. Add water and stir with
a wooden spoon until combined. The
dough will be wet and shaggy looking
– this is ok.
• Cover with plastic wrap and let sit for
12 to18 hours or overnight to rise at
room temperature. The risen dough is
bubbly and double in size.
• Set oven to 450ºF and place a castiron pot with lid in the oven to preheat
for 30 minutes.
• Meanwhile, turn dough onto a wellfloured board and shape into a ball.
• Transfer the dough to a sheet of
parchment paper, dust with more
flour, cover with plastic wrap and let
rise for another 30 minutes.
• Transfer the ball and the parchment
paper to the preheated cast iron pot,
cover and bake for 30 minutes.
• Remove lid and bake an additional 10
to 15 minutes or until golden brown.
• Remove from oven and allow to cool.
Remove from pot, peel parchment
and serve.

online
44 | ourhomes

HOLIDA/WINTER 2016/17

Get more recipes at
ourhomes.ca/mag/cook

1 Tbsp apple cider vinegar
Salt and pepper to taste
• Cook bacon over medium
heat in a large pot
until brown.
• Transfer bacon to a bowl
lined with paper towel.
• Discard all but three
tablespoons of oil from pot.
• Add onions and cook until
translucent, about 4 to
6 minutes.
• Add bacon and the
remaining ingredients back
to the pot.
• Increase heat slightly
and bring to a boil, then
lower to simmer and
cook for approximately 1
hour or until spread is the
consistency of jam.
• Cool, spoon into sterilized
jars and close with sterilized
lids. Refrigerate and use
within one week or preserve
by canning. Go to bernardin.
ca/stepbystep.htm for
instructions.

About 3 cups of spinach
¼ cup walnuts
2 cloves garlic
¼ cup grated
parmesan cheese
¼ cup olive oil
• In a food processor, add
spinach, walnuts, garlic and
cheese. Pulse to chop and
incorporate all ingredients.
• With the food processor
running, slowly drizzle in
olive oil.
• Spoon spread into sterilized
jar with lid. Refrigerate and
consume within one week.

ROASTED
GARLIC OIL
INGREDIENTS
(Makes 1 half-pint jar)
2 whole garlic bulbs
¼ cup olive oil
Fresh rosemary and thyme
Salt and pepper
• Preheat oven to 400ºF.
• Slice off the narrow top of
the garlic bulb to expose the
cloves of garlic inside.
• Place on tinfoil, drizzle with
olive oil and season with salt
and pepper. Wrap garlic in
foil and roast for 20 to 25
minutes until soft.
• Remove from oven and let
cool completely. Peel away
the skin of the garlic to expose
the cloves or squeeze the bulb
to push the cloves out.

BUILDING THE FUTURE. TOGETHER.

• Add the roasted garlic, herbs,
salt and pepper to a small
sterilized jar, cover with olive
oil and close with a lid.
• To serve, place a clove
on a slice of bread, mash
and spread.
• Consume immediately and
do not refrigerate.

Oakville Office
565 Chartwell Road, Oakville
905.338.7230

Toronto Office
206 Dupont Street, Toronto
416.934.9997

spotlight
THE FINDS: Where do these glorious finds come from?
They’re culled from private and model homes, estate sales,
high-end design studios and retail close-outs. Maureen has
an eye for style, a nose for value and a head for business.
Her fourth store opened recently in Kitchener. She named
the business in honour of her father, Albert Van Impe. He and
his brother owned a popular chain of restaurants called The
Millionaire’s Drive-In during the 1960s and ‘70s.
WHAT’S HOT: Mid-century modern is big – bar carts,
credenzas, tables and teak sofas, often already reupholstered
on trend. Rich solid-wood harvest dining tables are sought
after. Looking for unique? How about a vintage hot dog
stand or Indonesian wedding bed? Chances are, you’ll find
them here. Truth is, every item is hot because typically, it’s
one-of-a-kind.

ONE-OF-A-KIND FINDS
STO RY J OY C E TU R NE R - G I O N ET | P H OT OG R AP H Y J A S O N H A RT O G

THE PLACE: “Everything at The Millionaire’s Daughter has
its own little story, gathered through the years,” says Maureen

Maureen Barnes

Barnes, owner of this mid-to-high-end furniture and décor
consignment shop. In fact, they’re never-ending stories. The

FAVOURITES: The

store sells the equivalent of seven homes of furniture weekly.

store itself gets

As customers take items home, new items arrive and the stories

the honour – it’s a

evolve. Inventory is refreshed regularly, but not everything is a

favourite with a loyal

candidate for consignment. As any millionaire’s daughter knows,

clientele. Clients

value counts – only the best pieces win a place on the store floor,

drop in weekly to buy

selling at a third of what they’d cost in a regular retail store.

or browse. Who are

THE STYLE: Modern! Vintage!

the clients? Anyone

Antique! Brand new! It’s all here. “It

who wants high quality

constantly amazes me how our staff
pull it all together to stage the most
beautiful, eclectic store vignettes
that incorporate china, glassware,
furnishings and accessories to a
theme,” says Jacky Bernier, the store’s
Social Media Marketing Manager.
She blogs about it all and showcases
new items on the website the day
they arrive.
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without the high price.
CONSIGN: What can you consign?
How do you consign? When do you get
paid? It’s all spelled out on the website.
The Millionaire’s Daughter also hosts
workshops on how to refresh old pieces.
WHERE: 427 Speers Rd., Oakville
289.837.3800
themillionairesdaughter.com
ourhomes
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the

DREAM
TEAM
14 REASONS YOU’LL LOVE
THIS YEAR’S LOTTERY HOME
ST O RY JOYCE TURNE R - G I ONE T
P HO T OGRAPHY JASO N HA RTOG

Another winner! Designer Brian Gluckstein and Carlos
Jardino, owner of PCM Project & Construction Management Inc., were
behind this year’s Princess Margaret Cancer Centre Welcome Home
Lottery home in Oakville.
Despite their schedules, the two carved out time to chat about seven
elements they’re particularly proud of in this 7,500 sq. ft. show home.

Carlos’s take on the build

1

It takes a village: I’m most proud of our suppliers. They
help Brian and me make this happen every year. Without
their support, we couldn’t go to the extent we do. We
tell them, ‘this is what we want and this is the budget.’ From that
Volkswagen budget, they help us build a Bentley.

2

Like minds: I like working with a designer who can make
quick decisions. We completed the job in five months.
Brian knows that, like design, building is about layering. If
you miss or skip a layer, it’s not only expensive, it throws off the
schedule.

3
4

Extraordinary structure: This year, we set a record, 2,300
visitors in one day. The structure must support the weight
of hundreds of visitors at a time. Properly maintained, this
could be a heritage house eventually. It’s built to last.
Distinctive shape: The house is long and narrow, it’s not
a box. I love that. It makes for a nice front elevation and
inspired Brian to create courtyards. The Doric entrance
columns and eclectic mix of windows from Del Windows & Doors
add grandeur.
50 | ourhomes
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5
6

Luxurious landscaping: Beautiful and low maintenance,
it leaves time to enjoy the concrete Gib-san Pool. SBK
always makes magic, says Carlos, referring to the flowing
series of outdoor spaces by Strybos Barron King Ltd.

Creative cabinetry and tile work: In a lottery home,
because of tight budgets, the cabinetmaker always has to
make the largest stretch. Take the kitchen. The cabinetry
work and finishing details are sensational – they should cost
two to three times as much – but PM Fine Cabinetry Ltd. comes
through for the cause every year. The glossy Provence Dark Grey
backsplash and hood tiles were sourced from Deco-Tile Inc. The
sleek edge on the superwhite quartzite island is by Bevelled
Edge Marble and Granite Inc. Continued on page 52
ourhomes
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Brian’s tip: Varying ceiling height in rooms
adds dramatic interest and creates atmosphere.

Solving the setbacks: Every build
has its challenges, but with a short
timeline, you don’t want big surprises.
Digging down for the sunken family
room, PCM hit solid rock. We
couldn’t excavate as deep as we
wanted and had to chisel, but
you don’t know this until
you start digging.
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9

Brian dishes on the design

8

A youthful theme: Brian says it’s a
home for entertaining. While elements
like panelling, moulding and arched
windows complement the traditional exterior,
the inside presents a youthful urban profile.
Timeless plays beautifully with trend. Classic
foundation pieces and neutral flooring are the
backdrop for energetic pops of colour, chic
patterns and attention-grabbing textures.

PHOTO: NAOMI FINLAY

7

Brian’s tip: Layering
gives soul to a space.

Sensational sightlines: Rooms
are defined, but the spaces are
connected and you can see from
room to room, says Brian. There’s a lovely,
livable flow derived from the home’s long,
narrow façade. Brian resisted a grand
foyer. As you enter, you look down into
the great room. The key word is “down.”
Lowering the room a few steps keeps
spaces connected but preserves individual
room character.

10

Luscious layering: The
living room’s monochromatic
grey and cream palette was
suffused with vitality through layering –
patterned toss cushions, fringed cashmere
throws, wood elements and accessories.
Continued on page 54
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Brian’s tip: Paint
walls and trim
the same colour
to add drama
and accentuate
ceiling height.

Brian’s tip: Add a
warm focal point and
extend the season with
a two-sided fireplace.

11

Colour wow: Brian says that colour is
the easiest way to define spaces and
add drama. The home’s on-trend accent
colours are indigo blue, turquoise, copper and subtle
variations on orange. The family room’s blue/green
Omexco grass cloth wallpaper from Metro Wall
Coverings delivers drama in spades.

12

Classic courtyards: Courtyards are a
special feature this year. There’s nothing
worse than a long wall of house. Adding
courtyards broke up the elevation and allowed
additional windows to brighten interior spaces. In
suburban backyards, sitting on your deck often puts
you in full view of neighbours. Cut in a little alcove
and you have instant privacy, says Brian. Continued on page 56
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Brian’s tip: Don’t think of
hallways as pass-through
spaces, make them work.
The upstairs hallway’s
benches, table and games
make it an inviting space
for kids to play.

13

Sanctuary
spaces: “I
like masters
to be soft and light or
cosy, dark and moody,”
says Brian. Courtesy of
large windows, this one’s
soft and light. Benjamin
Moore’s White Stone
on the walls, the sleek
Davenport espresso
bed, night tables from
the Gluckstein Home
Collection and geometricpattern bedding from
Brian’s Savoy Bedding
Collection lend an upscale
hotel feel. In the en suite,
gleaming quartz floors and
linen wall coverings pick
up the bright theme. “The
curved wall is a lovely
architectural detail that
worked with the roofline
and the dormer is a strong
sightline that draws you
in from the hallway,” says
Brian. Continued on page 58
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Brian’s tip: The master
should be a retreat from
life’s frenetic pace.
Make this your starting
thought as you design.
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“Changing your house into a home”

feature

Visit our Design & Decorating Showroom
Please call for an appointment

25-2861 Sherwood Heights Drive
Oakville ON L6J 7K1
info@parsonsinteriors.com
www.parsonsinteriors.com

14

At home with
imagination:
With an arts and
craft room, games lounge
and a music lounge with a
curtained stage, the lower
level is a bright, creative,
youthful space.

Enhance Your Indoor Spaces

“So, why do you keep doing
this?” Carlos is asked. “Princess
Margaret Cancer Centre keeps
doing cancer research, so PCM
keeps building the houses,”
he responds. Brian echoes the
sentiment, “We need to help raise
funds for the important cancer
research that Princess Margaret
Cancer Centre does.” Each year,
it’s a show home worth seeing and
a cause worth supporting. OH

Brian’s tip: Create dedicated spaces that give
reign to imagination. It’s important for children.
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For a list of suppliers please visit:
princessmargaretlotto.com/pdf/
grand_sourceGuide.pdf

— Come See Our New Selection of Furniture & Home Accents —
1001 Lakeshore Road East, Mississauga, Ontario | Phone: 905-271-9288 | wattscurrent.com

people

HOME
TO

love

Renovating
or decorating,
the experts
make it easy.
P H OT OG R AP H Y
J A S O N H A RT O G

LISA BARSONY
My Back Shed

What makes My Back Shed unique? We

love all things French country. The old-world
patina and beautiful details of a chipped,
painted piece are things we look for when
sourcing new, interesting items that will
complement the elegant, casual style of the
store. If you want to give an old piece new
life, our painting and upholstery services can
transform a treasured piece with a new paint
finish or beautiful fabric.
What’s hot in store? Pink! We are obsessed

with soft blush. Most people don’t realize it’s a
neutral that goes nicely with most colours. We
love it paired with cream and gold for a subtle,
feminine look.
Favourite piece in your home? A pair of

gorgeous French chairs. I love them so much
that I use them in most of my advertising.
The fabric is faded and they aren’t that
comfortable, but they are so pretty I can’t
bring myself to change them in any way.

GABRIELE COLE
Crescent Hill Gallery

What’s new at Crescent Hill Gallery?

We pride ourselves on showcasing talented
Canadian artists. On November 12th, we
introduced four new artists at our Fall Group
Show. We are especially excited to be the
first to display the work of Mississauga artist
John Lightfoot, whose bright urban scenes are
completely new to the gallery’s aesthetic.
What should clients consider when
purchasing a piece of art? The work you

collect will become part of your family and
move with you to a new home, so make sure
the piece chosen evokes a special meaning for
you. Appreciation in value should not be your
objective, as the art market is quite fickle.
Why purchase art from a gallery?

The gallery owner has over 30 years of
experience, and I hold a Master’s Degree in
art history. Together, we select works for
their sophistication, technique and interest.
We will also take care of the big stuff, from
finding new artists that our clients will love to
installing the work for them! Continued on page 62
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JEFF COLLINS
Loft Doors

What does Loft Doors offer clients?

Custom-built sliding doors, handmade
furniture, home décor items, accent pieces,
rustic fireplace mantels and sliding door
hardware. We offer budget-friendly solutions
with short lead times.
How is Loft Doors unique? We carry a full

line-up of sliding hardware for regular doors,
pocket doors and curved wall applications.
Our custom-built furniture fits perfectly in
any space. Everything is handmade in-house.
We do our best to keep lead times short so
you are not waiting forever to complete the
finishing touches on your project. We also
offer design services to ensure you achieve the
look you want. We help with colour choice,
sizing and material selection.
What’s trending right now? I think the

upcoming trends will lean toward functional
pieces of art. Non-traditional, one-of-a-kind
pieces that speak to individual personality.
Funky, bold colours that incorporate materials
such as leather, metals, denim and more.

ANDREW PARKER
Par-Tek Construction

Specialty: Par-Tek specializes in improving

people’s homes, and, through thoughtful
design, their lives.
What makes Par-Tek unique? We have a

different, transparent process. We sit with
our clients, listen to their needs and then
assemble detailed pricing of their wish list.
We help streamline the list to a level that
works for them. Then, we design and build to
that budget.
Most unusual/favourite project? One that

will always stand out is a design/build in
Mississauga. The project was a second floor
addition to a side split. We removed the dated
aluminum siding, added plywood sheathing
and wrapped the entire home in stucco.
Construction was limited to two-and-a-half
months! In three days, we craned off the roof
and lifted and installed the wall sections.
We lifted the roof trusses and sheathing and
installed shingles and windows. We then
proceeded in a more normal fashion to apply
quality finishes to the interior. Continued on page 64
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MAKS Iron Art

Maks General Contracting Ltd.

LIZ MARTIN
Hearth Manor

Tell us about your business:

With over 35 years in the
fireplace business, we’re known
for our expertise. From fireplace
design to installation, we do it
all. We’re committed to offering
quality products, whether it’s a
gas fireplace, wood or electric
fireplace, accessories, furniture
or home décor.

Where Imagination Blends with Craftsmanship
Unique Masterpieces are Created
Specializing in Hand Forged Iron Art
Interior/Exterior Railings • Gates & Fences
Balconies & Door Screens • Furniture & Accessories

905.849.9329

BBB

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Visit Our Showroom:
#20-427 Speers Road, Oakville | www.maksiron.ca

What’s new at Hearth Manor?

We’ve doubled our space! Our
expanded showroom features
more fireplaces, mantels,
accessories and furniture.
Come see us.
What’s trending right now?

Linear fireplaces add a fresh
look. Many opt to upgrade to a
fireplace that’s more realisticlooking and suits their style.
Millwork, including built-ins,
are popular. Hearth Manor
specializes in custom millwork,
and clients love the way it gives
the fireplace a finished look and
provides extra storage for books
or décor items. Each project is
designed and built to suit each
client’s needs. Continued on page 66

As an interior design lover and True Colour Expert™, my
passion is to make the world a more beautiful place by
inspiring you to change your home into a sanctuary
reflecting your style and unique personality.

905.484.0279

www.liviadrennan.com
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Painted Furniture • Home Accents and Decor • Chalk Paint™ by Annie Sloan
Chalk Paint™ Workshops • General Finishes Stains and Topcoats
Efex Furniture Appliques • Stencils • Custom Furniture Painting

Visit our website at: whitepearstudios.ca
119 Kerr Street, Oakville | 905.582.8318

people

Invest in Quality!
Not in Mass Production

DOOR SYSTEMS

Reupholstering • Headboards • Refinishing
Designer Fabrics • Throw Pillows

Before

After

TIMOROUS BEASTIES SAMPLES HAVE ARRIVED!

BRENDA PINKUS
Pinkus Interiors

What makes Pinkus Interiors
unique? We offer a wide range

of design services, from colour
consultation to space planning.
From renovations to product
procurement, installations and
accessorizing, we aim to make it
a stress-free, enjoyable process.

242 Kerr St., Oakville, ON
P: 905.842.2778 F: 905.842.4617
njeffers@jensoupholstery.com
www.jensoupholstery.com
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SickKids

corner of Bronte Rd
& Dundas, Oakville

Before

What’s your design
philosophy? It’s important to

determine each client’s needs
and wishes and work within
those parameters to achieve their
idea of comfortable living. A
professional can help get a clear
idea what you really love, and
what comfortable means to you
so that time, energy and money
are spent on what matters most.
Every good design should
have? A comprehensive plan to

avoid costly mistakes. Whether
you have no idea how to begin,
you have an idea but don’t know
how to pull it together, or you
simply don’t have the time to
execute the ideas, a professional
can help achieve that end result.

Custom Upholstery
Specializing in:
Recovery of Sofa/Chairs • Foam Replacement • Sofa Repairs
Custom Sofas • Patio Cushions

Continued on page 68

2575 Dundas St., West Unit 26 | www.sofacountry.ca | 905.569.3076
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JACKIE
CONNOLLY
Parsons Interiors

What is your specialty?

Parsons Interiors offers a full
range of design services. We’ll
work with you from design
concept to completion, whether
you’re planning a complete
custom redesign or simply
adding finishing touches to
transform a room. We specialize
in the selection of drapery and
soft furnishings – elements that
add texture and dimension. Let
us help you create a unique space
that you’ll love to come home to.

Tis the Season

Let Us Stage Your Home for the Holidays!
Home Staging • Vacant Properties • Furniture & Accessories Rentals
Interior Decorating • Colour Consultation • Investor Property Showcasing

647.274.6415
info@soldbystyle.ca | www.soldbystyle.ca

What makes Parsons Interiors
unique? Our furniture boutique

allows clients to come in and
see pieces in person. They have
the opportunity to touch, sit
and get the feel of fabrics and
finishes. They can assess the
scale of a piece and determine
how it might work in their space,
allowing them to make a more
informed decision.

Designed With Passion • Built With Pride
Kitchens • Bathrooms • Additions • New Home Build • Hardwood • Tiles
Carpet • Natural Stone • Stone Veneer • Granite & Quartz Counter Tops

Every home should have?

A quality, comfortable family
room sofa. Not only will it look
beautiful, it will last for years
to come. OH
See our directory for
contact information.

905.864.0808

Visit Our Showroom
6649 Regional Road 25, Milton, ON L9T 2X5

www.idealhomedesign.ca
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in the kitchen

Whisk-y
BUSINESS
ST O RY KI M MASI N

A whisk is a staple tool
for any chef or baker, but
which whisk is the right
one for the task at hand?
The variations, shapes and uses are
many. Our guide will fix the mix-ups
so your sauce is thicker, your cream is
creamier and your egg whites reach the
thickest peaks.
The most popular material for
a whisk is wire, however, there are
wooden whisks and silicone-coated
variations in different shapes and
forms, each serving a specific function.
Silicone-coated whisks are made of
wire coated with heatproof silicone,
perfect for non-stick pans.

French Whisk

This whisk is similar to the
balloon, however its shape is
longer and more cylindrical
and the series of flexible
wires overlap each other
to then join together at the
handle. Chefs prefer this
tool for mixing sauces or for
combining ingredients in a
deeper pan to access the
sides and edges. The flexible
wires are preferred when
cooking with liquids to create
thicker sauces and custards.

Flat Whisk

Also commonly called a roux
whisk, used when cooking
flour and fat to thicken
sauces. There are fewer loops
than you’d expect in a whisk,
but they lie flat, rendering
the orientation uniquely
suited to stirring in shallow
pans to create sauces and
rid the creation of any
unwanted lumps.
SHOWN HERE
OXO: Good Grips Flat Whisk

Open-Concept Bungalow Designs from the low $500’s
Silhouette Shown

SHOWN HERE
BEST MANUFACTURERS, INC:
10” French Whip with Red Wood Handle

Spiral Whisk

This type of coil whisk with
a slightly angled head is a
bit of a luxury purchase, but
was specifically designed
to make constant contact
in a pan or bowl to ensure
even mixing and prevent
scorching or lumps. This
is the perfect tool for
smooth vinaigrettes, or
for incorporating liquids
into a roux.
SHOWN HERE
RÖSLE: Spiral Whisk
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Ball Whisk

w

Fans of the ball whisk claim
the lack of the typical whisk
loops makes it easier to clean,
and allows for quicker and
better aeration. The quick
aeration makes it a preferred
choice for whipping egg
whites into the ultimate
meringue. Pastry chefs also
use this to make elaborate
spun-sugar decorations for
dessert toppings.

SickKids

BBB

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

corner of Bronte Rd
& Dundas, Oakville

Fine Oak Things
Sleep Easy in Your New Solid Wood Bedroom Set
Customize Your Future Family Heirlooms at Fine Oak Things

A Complete Community in Quaint New Hamburg

SHOWN HERE
WMF: Flexi Whisk Profi Plus 27 cm

Stonecroft truly is a community within a community

Balloon Whisk

Dubbed the balloon due to
its shape, this is one of the
most popular types of whisks.
Amazingly, the balloon is made
from eight or more flexible
wires joined at the ends
and attached to a handle.
It comes in a number of
sizes, from tiny to quite
large. Wide uses for this
type of whisk make it the
most sought after for
beating eggs, creating
meringues and whipping
cream into a thick delight.
SHOWN HERE
TOVOLO: Stainless Steel 11” Whip Whisk
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Coil Whisk

This type of whisk is
characterized by its one
single wire, which spirals
into a round shape. Unlike
other whisks, which are
stirred around the bowl
to aerate liquids, this type
remains stationary in the
bowl, and is pumped up
and down. Not to confuse
things, but sometimes this
is also called a spiral whisk,
too. Used to incorporate
liquid ingredients,
especially in a deep vessel.
SHOWN HERE
WMF: Twirl Whisk Profi Plus 25 cm

Dough Whisk

The strange triple-loop
shape and strength of
this whisk is best used to
lightly blend mixtures like
batters, fruit fillings and
muffin batters without
overworking the mixture or
breaking down the fruit. It
can also be used to bring
together yeasted pizza
dough without all of that
sticky mess on a spoon or
spatula. OH
SHOWN HERE
HIC, HAROLD IMPORT CO.:
Mrs. Anderson’s 12” Baking Dough Whisk

Whether you enjoy indoor or outdoor activities, Stonecroft
has something for you and is the ideal home for the social
and active adult.
•
•
•
•

Walking distance to local shopping
15 minutes to Kitchener/Waterloo and Stratford
15 minutes to the Ira Needles Boardwalk big box shopping centres
Exclusive resident activities including golf, hiking clubs, billiards,
fitness activities, travel club, crafting and card leagues
• 18,000 sq. ft. Rec. Centre
• 5kms of landscaped walking trails within Stonecroft

Model Home Open 7 Days a Week in New Hamburg:
12 Amberdale | 12:00 - 5:00pm | 519.662.6621
stonecroftsales@careyhomes.ca | stonecroftnewhamburg.ca

STRATFORD

• Beautifully Crafted by Mennonite Builders
• Styled For Today; Constructed For Life
43 Main Street South
Campbellville, Milton ON

(South of the 401 on Guelph Line)

905.854.0649

www.fineoakthings.com

feature

MIXED
METAL

magic

Standing: Carolyn Swinden
Seated: Patricia Zwolak,
Jennifer Rose Merlocco.

S T ORY G I N A MA K K A R
PHO TOG R AP H Y S A N D Y MA CK AY
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M

Mixed metals, sparkle and glamour. That was the
holiday theme dreamed up by Patricia Zwolak,
owner of Erin Mills Paint & Décor Centre.
Patricia, along with team members Carolyn
Swinden and Jennifer Rose Merlocco, transformed
the home of Jim and Kelley into a glamorous
holiday space. It was the fan-favourite home on last
year’s Mississauga Holiday House Tour, organized
by Deborah Lalande of Bleu Venue Events.

RIGHT: The living room was
a more formal affair, set to
enjoy cocktails and candlelight.
BELOW: A white tree created a
show-stopping focal point in the
formal living room. BOTTOM
RIGHT: Incorporating ornaments
into holiday décor is inexpensive
but impactful. OPPOSITE,
BOTTOM: The centre hallway
table glimmers silver and gold
when awash with light from the
lovely glass front doors. TOP:
A pretty mirrored gold hallway
table is made festive with
pinecones.

The home’s transitional style made it easy
to incorporate the theme, the holiday décor
blending effortlessly into the already lovely
aesthetic. The team blended warm and cool
metals with hints of sparkle and glamour for
an overall effect that they like to call ’Twas The
House That Sparkled. The sophisticated palette
incorporated fresh, cool white with layers of
copper, champagne and metallic finishes. The
result was casual and elegant, with an aura of
holiday magic and wintery wonder.
The entryway was made welcoming with
holiday greenery. Oversize ornaments hanging
in the portico added a festive touch. Inside,
the foyer was transformed into a winter
wonderland. Jennifer created greenery to
adorn the circular staircase with boughs,
twigs and sparkling bows. The natural
elements helped bring a little of the outside in.
Continued on page 76
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Now Available at QSI
Martin Wood Windows & Doors
simply...Masterpieces

The home’s black and white
tiles and crisp white wainscotting
give the hallway timeless appeal.
A large silver vase with twigs on
the circular hall table provided a
dramatic focal point. Gold and silver
branches, pine cones and ornaments
were thoughtfully arranged to
add texture and dimension, and
nutcrackers and a vintage Santa
completed the look.
To the right, a formal living room
was made festive for the season. A
spectacular tree adorned in white
provided a striking, opulent focal
point. Laden with swags of greenery,
the mantel glowed with silver trees
and reindeer. The sheen of the
metallic finishes sparkled in the tree
light, and the effect was magical.
Vessels filled with ornaments,
candles and stylish throw pillows
completed the space. The room was
made lovely but still liveable, a great
space to entertain and sip cocktails.
The dining room brimmed with
warmth and personality. An array
of accessories worked effortlessly
in this dining room, picking up the
metallic hues in the lighting and
the organic elements in the artwork
from Crescent Hill Gallery. Large
votive holders threw light to create a
sparkling backdrop down the centre
of the dining table. Whimsical
reindeer napkins atop gilded
place settings by Crate & Barrel
completed the look. Continued on page 78

Solid Wood Doors available with Exterior Metal Cladding

HOMEComfort

Local

Quality Craftsmanship
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1-866-575-8078

Styles to Suit Every Room and Every Home.
434 Beaverdale Rd., Cambridge

40 Bruce St. S., Thornbury

519.658.2540

226.665.8000

cgsolidwoodfurniture.com

Your Generator Experts
Canada’s #1 Generac Dealer in 2014
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N
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Had enough of the Inconveniences
of Power Outages?
Our Automatic Standby Generator will give you:
• Internet Access
• Fully Charged Cell Phones
• Heating & Cooling in Your Home
• Functioning TV’s, Fridges & Freezers
FREE In Home Estimates • FREE 7 Year Extended Warranty
Financing Available

The dining room table is adorned for an
enchanting holiday evening. Candles
flicker and cast a warm honey-toned glow
to the silvers and golds.

Quality • Service • Installations
Serving the Golden Horseshoe...Since 1976

416.785.5920

www.torontogenerators.com

qsiwindows.com
windows

doors

sunrooms

patio awnings

feature

On now until the end of the year:
our annual fall group show &
holiday miniature exhibit

Braul

Bingham

Skantzos

Tkachenko

Hawkins

Pasagic

O Christmas tree. In the family room, a
more traditional take on holiday
trimmings includes Father Time, cosy
throws, rustic sleds, glimmering
reindeer and stockings hung in the
hopes that St. Nick might pay a visit.

Though each room conveyed its own unique sense of style, the
overall look and feel of the theme blended seamlessly. The team tackled
the styling room by room, with thought to how the family lived and
used their space. “In the family room, we used a bigger tree, because
they spend most of their time there,” says Paticia. A striking window
treatment incorporated delicate hanging ornaments. Blankets and
pillows added warmth.
White fur stockings, a refreshing take on tradition, echo the white
elements throughout. The built-in cabinetry brimmed with whimsical
additions, from snow globes and pine cones to oversize ornaments and
reindeer. “The family room had a more casual feel,” says Patricia. “It was
cosy and relaxed but still upscale. It was warm and inviting and said
‘come in and stay awhile.’ Even the scent we had burning created that
cosy feeling of staying and having a hot chocolate.”
Both beautiful and practical, an array of sweets arranged in a variety
of vessels were artfully placed on the island in the kitchen. The design
incorporated rustic touches throughout, from the pine cones in the
exterior trees to the birch bark candle holders on the dining table and
the boughs on the staircase. Continued on page 80
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Mary Karavos

Karavos

crescent hill gallery
Original Fine Art - Framing - At Home & Office Consultations
Professional Installation - Worldwide Delivery

Thai

Eventov

Open Daily.

2575 Dundas Street West
Mississauga, Ontario
Toll Free: 1.866.288.6088
www.crescenthill.com

feature
BEYOND MARBLE & GRANITE INC.

NEW!
NOW AVAILABLE!!

2999

QUARTZ & GRANITE $
COUNTERTOPS FROM

sq. ft.

FREE Glass Mosaic Backsplash Tile

with purchase of Countertop (Min. 40 sq.ft.) (MUST PRESENT THIS AD)

• CUSTOM KITCHEN CABINETS • COUNTERTOPS • FABRICATION • SINKS • FAUCETS
• MOSAICS • BACKSPLASH • PORCELAIN TILES • MEDALLIONS • MARBLE

RIGHT: A great way to add
a touch of festive flair to
the kitchen is with a candy
bar! Here, the designers
kept to a white theme for
a monochromatic look.
BELOW: Simple trees in
varying sizes add a touch of
cheer to the kitchen dinette.

VAUGHAN
8111 Jane St., Unit 8

MISSISSAUGA
1862 Dundas St., E.

4060 Fairview Street
Burlington

3727 Hwy # 6
Mount Hope

(905) 738-1111

(905) 270-1100

905.632.8066

905.679.5669

Consigning
“We wanted the overall look to be easy to do,” Patricia says. “It
didn’t look like a staged home. It was very comfortable, even though
there was a lot of glitter involved. Anyone could walk into any room for
holiday inspiration.”
Jim and Kelley say they couldn’t have imagined the breathtaking
transformation by Patricia and her team. “Our home was so inviting
and elegant for entertaining, and yet comfortably festive for everyday
living,” says Kelley. “We spent lots of time in each gorgeous room with
family and friends, making our holidays feel extra special.”
Known for quality paint, the team at Erin Mills Paint & Décor
Centre offers much more to clients. A full service decorating and design
company, they also provide colour consultations, home staging, and
custom furniture and window treatments. Need a redesign but don’t
know where to start? Want to maximize space or hang art? Simply
want to glam it up for the holidays? Patricia and her team can help you
make a statement.
It’s easy to see why the home earned the title of fan favourite. There
was something for everyone, no matter what their style. “We didn’t
want it to feel unrealistic,” says Patricia. “You don’t have to go to highend stores, but you can still get a high-end look.”
A classic blend of old and new, Jim and Kelley’s home evokes
the spirit of the holidays. It’s a look that can be enjoyed for
years to come. OH
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www.tileit.ca

info@beyondmarbleandgranite.com beyondmarbleandgranite.com

fabulous home furnishings
and decor

The largesT chain of consignmenT sTores in onTario, wiTh pickup and delivery ThroughouT The gTa

shop, sell or both At The Millionaire’s Daughter we specialize in marketing your mid-high end furniture!

We typically sell the equivalent of 7 homes of furniture a week . Our fabulous website is testimony to our outstanding service.
For inFormation on buying or Consigning visit us in-store or online at:

themillionairesdaughter.com

427 Speers Road, Oakville ON 289.837.3800 • 272 Ottawa Street N., Hamilton ON 905.543.8000			
40 Engelhard Drive, Aurora ON 905.503.9400 • 1436 Victoria St. N., Kitchener ON 226.647.4777

crafty ideas
MATERIALS:
For the trees: Three 1x5x8 boards
For the trunks: Three 1x3x4 boards
Measuring tape
Pencil to mark cuts
Mitre saw
120-grit sandpaper
Wood stain in one or more shades
(we used Minwax Early American,
Old Grey and Dark Walnut)

I

PLANK
TREES

Stain brushes
Wood glue (we used Lepage)
Screwdriver or power drill with
screwdriver bit
1-inch wood screws

STO RY E M I L M A KKA R & G I N A MA K K A R
PHO TO G R A PHY JA S O N H A RT O G

It’s beginning to look a lot like winter.

These wood trees are a
nature-inspired addition to your seasonal décor. Dress up your front porch or keep them
indoors. Add twinkle lights or garland to incorporate them into your festive designs.
For this project, we used pine boards. Want something more rustic? Make them from
pallets or reclaimed wood. We produced a 3-plank tree, a 4-plank tree and a 5-plank tree.
Add layers to make your trees as large as you like!

HOW-TO:
tree trunk to that length. Repeat for
all trunks.

• Set your mitre saw to 30 degrees.

• For cutting subsequent layers, offset
the board up against the preceding cut
piece so that the layered tree effect will
remain uniform.
• Mock up one tree, measure its total
height, add 2 to 3 inches and cut a
82 | ourhomes

• Stain your tree and trunk pieces and
let dry. We mocked up our trees to
know which shades we wanted on
each layer.
• Once dry, apply a bead of wood glue
to the trunk. Line up your tree layers
and press them gently to the trunk
to adhere. Extend the trunk at least
4 inches below the bottom layer to
create a good-sized trunk.
• Once dry, turn over and fasten 1-inch
wood screws through the trunk to the
back of each plank. OH
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A Family Business

• To cut the plank below the treetop, line
your board up against the triangle and
mark one inch on either end to offset
your miter cut and create the desired
layer effect.

• Sand any rough edges of your pieces.

4205 Fairview Street
Burlington
905.634.5298
heritagefurniture.ca

• Cut the triangle for the treetop by
mitre-cutting the end of one board,
flipping the board and cutting the third
side of the triangle.

double take

1

TEXTURAL

healing

2
3

Recreate this look
in your own home.

6
4

5

7
8

9

PHOTO: SANDY MACKAY

1. ARTERIORS: Sabine Floor Lamp
2. VANGUARD FURNITURE: Ava Side
Table 3. RENWIL: Stardust Table Lamp
4. ZODAX: Kyoto Glass Hurricane
5. CYAN DESIGN: Hopscotch Filler Ball
6. ZODAX: Equestrian Leather, Glass and
Brass Hurricane 7. CYAN DESIGN: Mirage
Tray 8. SAFAVIEH: Antwan Gold Coffee
Table 9. COLE & SON: Folie Parterre
Wallpaper in Charcoal 10. VANGUARD
FURNITURE: Whitaker Sofa
11. NOURISON: Prairie Area Rug in Silver
12. WILLIAMS-SONOMA HOME: Woven
Leather Hide Pillow Cover in Tan OH
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12
11

131 B Carlauren Rd., Vaughan, Ontario • 905.856.7678 • www.libertycustomcabinetr y.com
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good taste

HOMEMADE
MARSHMALLOWS

SPICED

HOT CHOCOLATE

homemade marshmallows
AND

Quality Doors & Windows

INGREDIENTS
¼ cup icing sugar
¼ cup cornstarch
½ cup ice cold water
3 packages gelatin
½ cup water
1 cup light corn syrup
1-½ cups granulated sugar
½ tsp salt
1 tsp vanilla extract
INSTRUCTIONS
• Line a 9x9 square baking pan with two sheets
of parchment paper, allowing the paper to
extend over each edge. Brush the parchment
paper with light cooking oil, such as canola, and
set aside.
• In a small bowl, combine icing sugar and
cornstarch. Set aside.
• In the bowl of a stand mixer, combine ½ cup
of ice cold water and gelatin. Let this mixture
sit to “bloom,” or thicken, the gelatin. Place
the bowl on the stand mixer fitted with a whisk
attachment – but don’t turn it on just yet!

REC I P E AND PHOTOS J E NE L L E M C C U L L OC H

Hot chocolate warms short days and chilly
nights. Our version not only spikes and
spices it up, but homemade marshmallows
make it an extra-special, personal treat.

SPICED HOT
CHOCOLATE
Serves 2

INGREDIENTS
1 ounce semisweet chocolate
2 cups milk
2 Tbsp cocoa powder
2 Tbsp sugar
½ tsp vanilla extract
½ tsp cinnamon

INSTRUCTIONS
• Melt chocolate over low heat in a
saucepan.
• Add milk, cocoa, sugar, vanilla,
cinnamon, cayenne and salt and
heat on medium-high, whisking
constantly until the mixture is
smooth and combined.
• Remove from heat.
• As an option for adults, add
1 ounce of orange liqueur
before serving.
• Pour into two mugs, top with
homemade marshmallows (recipe
follows) and brown with a kitchen
torch until golden!

pinch of cayenne
pinch of salt
1 ounce orange liqueur, optional
86 | ourhomes
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Visit our showroom to see our stained fiberglass doors!
4361 Harvester Rd, Burlington (Between Appleby Line and Walkers Line) 905-639-5122 www.doorwayinc.ca

• In a small saucepan, combine ½ cup water,
corn syrup, granulated sugar and salt, cover
and heat over medium for 3 to 4 minutes. Do
not stir, the sugar will dissolve completely and
come to a boil.
• Once boiling, remove the lid and place a candy
thermometer to the side of the saucepan.
Continue heating until the mixture reaches
240°F, the soft-ball stage. Turn off heat.
• At your stand mixer with the gelatin mix,
turn the mixer on medium speed and slowly
pour the syrup mixture down the side of the
bowl to incorporate with the gelatin. Once
incorporated, turn the mixer on high and beat
for 10-15 minutes until the mixture becomes
thick and looks a bit like soft-serve ice cream.
Add vanilla extract during the last minute
of mixing.

FREE SINK
& FAUCET

• Pour mixture in the prepared pan and flatten with
a well-oiled spatula.
• Dust the marshmallows with half of the
cornstarch-sugar powder. Fold the sides of the
parchment paper over the mixture. Let sit for at
least four hours or overnight.
• To cut the marshmallows, turn the pan
over onto a board dusted with more sugarcornstarch powder and cut using a pizza cutter
or sharp knife. Dust each marshmallow in more
of the sugar-cornstarch powder and serve.
Store in an airtight container. OH

Be envied. Not envious.
2011 & 2013 Canadian
Design Competition
Winners

WITH PURCHASE OF
KITCHEN CABINETRY

W E M A K E Y O U R A R T L O O K G R E AT !
Over 25 Years of
100% Custom, Quality,
On-site Service

SOURCE IT
STYLE

IDEAS

THE NEW, NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS
IN OAKVILLE, BURLINGTON & MISSISSAUGA

TRENDS

www.gocaveart.com

PICTURE FRAMING &
QUALITY PLAQUE MOUNTS

905.333.5616
info@gocaveart.com

3 5 1 4 M A I N WA Y , B U R L I N G T O N , O N

Advertise in our Spring
Issue & get noticed!

SOLD BY STYLE HOME
STAGING & DESIGN

Give YOUR BUSINESS the benefit of premium
exposure to our extensive targeted readership!
ADVERTISING INQUIRIES & SALES, PLEASE CONTACT:

Jennifer Moore • 905.320.7818
jennifer.moore@ourhomes.ca

Local Homes, Local Retailers, Local Trades.
OUR HOMES helps you find exactly what you need for your home
and it’s just around the corner.

Geri Maser • 647.978.6350
geri.maser@ourhomes.ca

Your local magazine about everything home.

www.unitedlumber.ca

TURNING DREAMS INTO REALITY
705.726.8132

Barrie

905.857.6970

Bolton

905.873.8007

Georgetown

United Truss – Innisfil

520 Bayfield St. N.

12833 Hwy 50 S.

333 Guelph St.

3325 Thomas St.

705.436.3425

Started by 2 sisters in a living
room, Sold By Style Home
Staging & Design provides
property owners with the tools
to help make their properties
appeal to a wide range of
potential buyers. Design services
grew as homeowners asked us to
help them decorate their newly
purchased homes.
With backgrounds in the areas
of psychology, sales and design,
our team’s focus is to help you
navigate the process of preparing
your property for listing on the
real estate market in a way that
appeals to buyers. Our goal is
to ease anxiety and stress of
readying a property for sale or
figuring out how to decorate your
home in a way that you love.
We started out staging our
multi-generational family home
which ended up with offers over
asking price. Since then we have
had similar success in the homes
we have staged. We treat your
home like it is ours.
Our services include:
• Consultation and quote
services for occupied and vacant
properties.
• Decluttering, depersonalization
for occupied properties.
• Home staging services,
decorative item and furniture
rental for occupied and vacant
properties.
• Room makeovers and
shopping consultation services.
Contact us today for a free
quote for home staging or
Christmas decorating services:
info@soldbystyle.ca
647.274.6415
(Please see ad on pg 69)

CAVE ART

OAKVILLE SIGHT & SOUND

FINE OAK THINGS

After 28 years in business, our
little poster store we called
Cave Art has grown into a
full scale production shop at
Mainway and Walkers Line
in Burlington. Still family
owned, we mount and frame
photography and artwork on a
high volume commercial level,
as well as working with small
intricate pieces that take a
more personal touch.
Recently a customer
brought in a plaque mounted
picture they had purchased
from us in 1989. We are
pleased to say all it needed
was a touch-up to be good as
new. We take pride in knowing
our products will last on our
customers’ walls for decades.
All our work is done in
house, by hand. Whether you
are framing your diplomas,
shadow boxing your
memories, or plaque mounting
your children’s artwork;
whether you are distributing
plaque mounted awards to
your employees, or hanging
menus in your restaurant; if
you want it to hang on your
wall we are here for you.
We simply make your
art look great, and we do
it right.
905.333.5616
gocaveart.com
info@gocaveart.com
3514 Mainway, Burlington

When it comes to investing in
your home, you want not only
state-of-the-art technology,
but also the in-house design,
installation and follow-up
service that provides
complete satisfaction.
At Oakville Sight and
Sound, our motto is simple
– “Build a relationship first,
do business second.” Jamie,
Galen, or one of our team
would be more than happy
to meet with you and discuss
your needs. In fact, we even
give you a completely free,
no obligation, in-home
consultation to discuss the
system that will work best for
your home!
Our simple-to-use home
automation solutions are
increasingly popular and put
you in complete control of
everything in your home –
anytime, anywhere! Get the
convenience and increased
security of a connected home.
Centrally control security,
temperature, lighting, window
coverings and more right from
your fingertips.
Elevating your
entertainment experience
means more than spending
to the max! For the movie
and sports lover, we have
everything you need from
quality flat screen televisions
to surround sound systems.
Or you can even take it a step
further with a projector for an
even truer theatre experience.
We’re here for you.
905.338.2275
oakvillesightandsound.ca

Located in the community of
Campbellville within the Town
of Milton, Fine Oak Things
has been the area’s premiere
solid wood furniture store since
1989. At Fine Oak Things, we
understand that each home and
family is unique and that is why
we offer furniture that can be
customized to meet your specific
needs. Whether it is as simple as
making your dining table a few
inches narrower or as complex as
designing and building a custom
island to house your new wine
fridge, we’ve got you covered!
Our furniture is handcrafted
from solid wood by local Amish
and Mennonite builders, who
have been carefully selected for
their quality craftsmanship and
high service standards. Fine Oak
Things uses only the best quality
stains and lacquers to give your
furniture the perfect finish you
will love for years. It’s more than
furniture, we build your future
family heirlooms – styled for
today, constructed for life!
Fine Oak Things has the look
you desire, whether your look is
rustic or modern, traditional or
contemporary. We form close
relationships with our customers
and maintain records so that
we can match the style and
stain when they add additional
pieces to their homes. Start
your collection with us and
experience the quality difference
for yourself!
Visit us in-store or online
43 Main Street South,
Campbellville, Milton
905.854.0649
FineOakThings.com

(Please see ad on pg 35)

(Please see ad on pg 71)

(Please see ad on pg 88)
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directory
OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages, and utilize our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to
market their products and services. We’re making it easier for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home- and real estaterelated purchasing decisions. View these business ads online at ourhomes.ca/oakville. The listings below are organized alphabetically by industry.

ARCHITECTURE, ARCHITECTS,
DRAFTSMEN & DESIGN
David Small Designs, 48&49

ARTISANS, ARTISTS, ART
GALLERIES & WORKSHOPS
Artefacts Salvage & Design, 69
Cave Art, 88, 89
Crescent Hill Gallery, 79

ELECTRICAL
Toronto Generators, 77

FABRIC, BEDDING & UPHOLSTERY
Jenso Upholstering Inc., 67

FINE WOODWORKING, FURNITURE
REFINISHING, CUSTOM FURNITURE
& CARPENTRY
Artefacts Salvage & Design, 69

AUTOMOBILES
Subaru Canada, 4
FIREPLACES & STOVES
Hearth Manor, 7
BUILDERS & NEW HOME
DEVELOPMENT
Ambassador Fine Custom Homes Inc., 5
HummingbirdHill Homes, 15
Maki Construction Inc., 2
Par-Tek Construction, 12
Sedgwick Marshall Heritage Homes, 37
Stonecroft Homes, 71
Thomasfield Homes Ltd., 10
United Lumber Home Hardware
Building Centre, 88
Whitehall Homes & Construction, 45

BUILDING/LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES
Euro Architectural Components, 77
United Lumber Home Hardware
Building Centre, 88

CABINETS & MILLWORK/
WOODWORKING
Coxson-McInnis Custom Kitchens,
Cabinetry & Millwork, 25
Liberty Custom Cabinetry, 85

COUNTERTOPS, GRANITE & STONE
Beyond Marble and Granite, 81
Greensville Soapstone Company, 93
Ideal Home Design, 69

90 | ourhomes
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FLOORING, TILE, STAIRS,
RAILINGS & TRIM
Anderson’s Carpet and Home, 8&9
Beyond Marble and Granite, 81
Eden Tile-It, 81
Ideal Home Design, 69
MAKS General Contracting Ltd, 65
The Floor Shop, 11

GENERATORS
Toronto Generators, 77

HOME ACCENTS, HOME DÉCOR,
FURNITURE & COLLECTIBLES
Accents for Living, 37
Anderson’s Carpet and Home, 8&9
Artefacts Salvage & Design, 69
C & G Solid Wood Furniture, 77
Fine Oak Things, 71, 89
Hearth Manor, 7
Hearty Furniture, 93
Heritage Lifestyle Home Furnishings, 83
Home Furniture, 19
Joshua Creek Furniture, 39
My Back Shed, 23
Natasha Melanson Designs, 23

Parsons Interiors, 59
Sofa Country, 67
The Millionaire’s Daughter, 81
Watts Current, 59
White Pear Studios, 65

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses below appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have your business listed under more than
one heading, please email jennifer.moore@ourhomes.ca or geri.maser@ourhomes.ca. To have your business listed in our Home Resource Directory, call us to advertise at
905.320.7818 or 647.978.6350.

LIGHTING
Gerrie Lighting Studio, 95
Watts Current, 59

OUTDOOR FURNITURE
Home Furniture, 19
HOME ENTERTAINMENT/
ELECTRONICS
Oakville Sight & Sound, 35, 89

HOME IMPROVEMENTS &
HOME RENOVATIONS
Fasada, 65, 67, 69, 71
Ideal Home Design, 69

PAINTING & DECORATING
Anderson’s Carpet and Home, 8&9
Benjamin Moore, 6
White Pear Studios, 65

RAILINGS & GATES
Euro Architectural Components, 77
INTERIOR DECORATING &
INTERIOR DESIGN
Accents for Living, 37
Anderson’s Carpet and Home, 8&9
Heritage Lifestyle Home Furnishings, 83
Natasha Melanson Designs, 23
Parkyn Design, 3
Parsons Interiors, 59
Pinkus Interiors, 43
Sold by Style, 69, 89
Tapestry Décor, 14
Toula Interiors Inc., 27
Your Story by Design, 65

IRONWORK
Euro Architectural Components, 77
MAKS General Contracting Ltd, 65

KITCHEN & BATH
Anderson Balfour Kitchen Design, 87
Coxson-McInnis Custom Kitchens,
Cabinetry & Millwork, 25
Liberty Custom Cabinetry, 85
Oakville Kitchen & Bath Centre, 37
Unique Kitchens of Burlington, 91

REAL ESTATE
Hodgins Realty Group, 96
Sam McDadi Real Estate, 17
Sedgwick Marshall Heritage Homes, 37

Budget Blinds, 41
Fasada, 65, 67, 69, 71
Shades of Home, 23
Tapestry Décor, 14

RETAIL & HOME DÉCOR CENTRE
Mississauga Home & Design Centre, 13

WINDOWS & DOORS
Doorway Inc, 87
Fasada, 65, 67, 69, 71
Loft Doors, 23
QSI Windows & Doors, 77

SECURITY, LOCK & KEY
JRD Supply Inc., 27

WINDOW FASHIONS
Accents for Living, 37
Blind Advantage, 18

905.632.0029

4150 South Service Road, Burlington
www.uniquekitchensofburlington.com

focus

1888-95-STONE | 1-888-957-8663
4

WWW.GREENSVILLESOAPSTONE.COM

1

Soapstone

Countertops, Sinks and Tiles

3

2

6

5

VISIT OUR
SHOWROOM
AND STONEYARD

GEO
METRIC

4450 Corporate Drive, Unit 2, Burlington ON (QEW & Appleby Line)
Monday - Friday: By Appointment | Saturday & Sunday: 10am - 4pm

For Your Personal Furniture Design Consultant Contact:

905.569.7088

9

12

Specializing in custom designs, builds, and finishes

Custom Built Design - Solid Maple Desk.

11

10

7

info@heartyfurniture.com • www.heartyfurniture.com
2575 Dundas St. W. Unit 9, Mississauga

Custom Built Design - Solid Wood Server.

8

Custom Built Design - Solid Maple Table
and Chairs.

13
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14

1. AREAWARE: Table Tiles 2. DANICA STUDIO:
Tessellate Tall Mug 3. MERCANA: Corbet Hanging
Light Fixture 4. PRIME WALLS: Layers Intrinsic
Wallcovering 5. FIRECLAY TILE: Kite Tiles in
Mesolite 6. SAFAVIEH COUTURE: Evrex Barstool in
Giotto Smoke 7. JAIPUR LIVING: Jada Titan Rug in
Charcoal Gray & Paloma 8. ARTERIORS: Windsor
Smith Ramses Bank 9. AREAWARE: Drink Rocks
Shapes 10. AREAWARE: Standing Pens 11. RENWIL:
Dodeca Side Table 12. RENWIL: Ellington Floor Lamp
13. ZUO MODERN: Gem Coffee Table in Stainless Steel
14. KLIPPAN: Diamonds Organic Cotton Throws OH

New Fashion. Rustic, Warm, Maple Table.
Solid Table Top or with Extension.

Solid Maple, Walnut, Oak & Cherry Since 1981
We carry Canadian made solid wood furniture for over 30 years. Recently we moved our showroom to an easier access location; Ridgeway south of Collegeway.

Mon-Fri 11-7 • Saturday - Improve Canada Vaughan Showroom Only • Sunday by Appointment
We Welcome After Hour Appointments

finishing touch

MATERIALS
Clear glass vases (I sourced
my collection from a
dollar store)
Drop cloth or plastic sheet
Disposable gloves
Lint-free rags
Krud-Kutter
Concentrated Cleaner
¹/³ cup white vinegar
¹/³ cup water
Spray bottle (with
mist setting)
Rust-Oleum Mirror Effect
spray paint in gold or
silver (gold was used for
this project)
Rust-Oleum Painter’s Touch
2X Ultra Cover in Clear Matte

D IY

MERCURY
GLASS

F

ST O RY AND PHOTOS L E I G H- A NN A L L A I R E P E R R A U LT

From rose gold and copper to aged bronze
and muted gold patinas, mixed metallics
have been adding shine and glitz in both
fashion and interior design this year.
But if you’ve been hesitant to test drive the latest metal trends, here
is a simple and affordable do-it-yourself way to create luxe-for-less
mercury glass and bring shine to the festive season ahead.
From a collection of vases on a mantel, to an assortment of glass
votives to mark each dining table place setting, you can easily transform
any old or inexpensive glassware into a bespoke holiday showpiece.
94 | ourhomes
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PREPARATION

PAINTING

• Using a lint-free rag and
Krud Kutter cleaner,
thoroughly clean, rinse
and dry the glass surface
to ensure that any sticky
labels, dust or dirt
are removed.

• Holding the Mirror Effect can
approximately eight inches
away from the glass, apply a
light coat of the paint around
all glass surfaces.

• Fill the spray bottle with
one-part water to one-part
white vinegar and gently
shake to mix.
• In a well-ventilated area,
lay a drop cloth on a flat
surface and place the first
glass item upside down in
the centre of the cloth.
• Put on your disposable
gloves and shake the can
of Mirror Effect spray paint
well for about two minutes.

• As soon as the glass is well
coated and while still wet,
lightly mist the painted
surface with the vinegar and
water solution. The mixture
will react with the paint to
create a speckled, mercuryglass patina.
• Repeat on each of the
remaining glass pieces
and allow all to dry for
approximately 10 minutes.
• To protect the mercury-glass
paint finish, apply a light
coating of 2X Ultra Cover
to all of the glass, allowing
it to dry, before placing on
display. OH

