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Welcome to Zodiac Day Camp! 

About Our Camp 

Just Around the Corner… 
It’s hard to believe that summer is just around the corner! Our directors and many of our Camp 
staff have been hard at work planning fun, challenging and exciting (and some brand new!) 
programs, hiring terrific new and returning staff and building on what was an amazing Summer 
2018.  We are looking forward to an even better Summer 2019 at our awesome Leo Baeck Day 
School South Campus campsite! 

Introduction/History 
The name Zodiac stands for quality and caring in aquatics, camping, first aid and day care. 

In 1978, Zodiac Swim School first opened its doors to the community and since that time has 
earned the confidence of thousands of families!  Countless children and participants have 
gained aquatic skills, self-confidence and a love of the water through our programming. 

Directors Ellen and Rick Howard took Zodiac’s winning formula in the aquatic community, 
together with their own extensive camping and parenting expertise, and started Zodiac Day 
Camp in 1998.  The camp’s specialized, diverse, skill-based programming and nurturing 
environment quickly made us the logical destination and best alternative for your child’s swim 
and day camp experience.   

The enactment of the Child Care and Early Years Act, 2014 opened another avenue for the 
growth of the Zodiac child development model.  To ensure the continued inclusion of our 
campers under the age of 4 years old, Zodiac Day Care opened its doors in the Summer of 
2017! 

Zodiac programs are based on a welcoming, unique and engaging premise that is simple and 
obvious in its appeal to children and parents.  Zodiac consistently provides our participants 
with a safe, fun, exciting and memorable experience through experiential and age-
appropriate programming.  These unparalleled, play-based adventures will build your child’s 
self-esteem and confidence and enhance his/her personal growth and development.  Zodiac 
views each child as an individual with unique needs and goals and strives to foster his/her 
growth and independence. 
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Philosophy 
We believe... 

 Each child is unique. 
 Every child has a natural desire to learn. 
 Children learn best when they are actively involved with people, materials, ideas and 

events. 
 Early learning programs should provide positive and healthy environments for all 

children. 
 Our approach provides children with a solid foundation for life-long learning. 

Creating a Welcoming Environment 
A welcoming environment feels safe.  Zodiac strives to create a space where campers, staff 
and families can find themselves represented and reflected and where they understand that 
all people are treated with respect and dignity. 

Inclusion at Zodiac Day Camp 
Zodiac Day Camp is committed to providing excellence and accessibility in its camp 
programming to campers and staff. Services will be provided in a manner that respects the 
dignity and independence of campers, staff, families and guests.  Persons with exceptionalities 
will be welcomed, included and supported at the camp, and the camp will endeavour to 
meet the special needs of such individuals to the best of its abilities.  The provision of services 
to persons with exceptionalities will be integrated wherever possible. The camp promotes 
equity of opportunity to those with exceptionalities and will provide support systems when 
necessary and where reasonably possible, to facilitate equal access to obtain, use or benefit 
from the goods and services offered by and on behalf of Zodiac.  

Recognizing that prejudice, discrimination, and stereotyping are prevalent through society, we 
are dedicated to the creation of a safe, secure space for those seeking services with us. It is 
the policy of Zodiac Day Camp to maintain and promote a community and facility that 
provides the highest quality of services to our campers regardless of their actual or perceived 
gender identity or sexual orientation. We encourage the parent(s) or guardian(s) of any 
transgender, trans* and gender non-conforming campers to contact one of the Camp 
Directors to discuss a support plan and the commitments to inclusion made by Zodiac Day 
Camp and how we can best welcome and support your camper(s). 

Zodiac Day Camp has taken steps to foster a safe environment for LGBTQ+ campers including: 

 Providing camp staff training on inclusive language 
 All-gender washrooms and private showers available 
 Encouraging campers and staff to share pronouns 

Please see our full inclusion policy on our WEBSITE.  

https://www.zodiackids.ca/pages/day-camp/about-us/zodiac-day-camp-inclusion�
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Meet and Greet 
In addition to our annual Open House event to orient children to the facility and the program, 
Zodiac Day Camp will host a pre-season meet and greet opportunity for you and your 
camper(s) to see the facility and meet the camp staff. 

 The Meet and Greet for Summer 2019 will be held from 6 – 7 pm at Leo Baeck Day 
School, South Campus, 501 Arlington Ave. on Thursday, June 27, 2019. 

The Zodiac Team 
We are so delighted each summer by the number of parents, campers and fellow staff who 
provide us with such positive feedback about our counsellors, administrative and specialty 
staff!  Summer 2019 will have the best Zodiac team yet!  We are thrilled that many great 
Summer 2018 staff are returning and that some terrific “Zodiac rookies” are on board for 
Summer 2019. Our awesome Summer 2019 team includes: 

Camp Director 
Ellen Howard, as well as being the Director/Owner of Zodiac Swim School and Zodiac Day 
Camp loves her role as Director/Owner of Camp Tamarack!  In addition, she has brought her 
enthusiasm, creativity, leadership and love of children (including 3 of her own) to a wide 
variety of other roles, including having been a physical and health education teacher. One of 
the highlights of her week from September to June is teaching parent & tot aquatic programs. 
She loves her babies!  Ellen is Chair of PAC (Program Aquatic Committee), a volunteer with the 
Lifesaving Society, a member of Parks and Recreation Ontario 
and the Society of Camp Directors, and is a volunteer with the 
Ontario Camps Association.  

Camp Director 
Rick Howard practiced business law for over 10 years and has 
spent many years as the Director/Owner of Zodiac Day Camp 
and Zodiac Swim School, prior to also becoming the 
Director/Owner of Camp Tamarack in September 2008.  Rick’s 
organizational and business skills, sense of humour and natural ability and effectiveness in 
dealing with children, staff and parents have also proven successful in his other experiences as 
a parent, coach and teacher. Rick and Ellen are also the proud parents of their 3 adult 
children, Josh, Jennie and Rebecca who are integral members of the Zodiac/Tamarack 
family! Rick is also a long-time volunteer and leader in the Ontario camping movement, and 
other charitable organizations, a member of the Society of Camp Directors, and the Past 
President of the Ontario Camps Association. 
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Camp Director 
Danny Goodman, in addition to his 17 years as a Camp Director (and Head Counsellor) at 
Zodiac Day Camp and past prior extensive overnight camp experience, is a highly regarded 
teacher in York Region. During the school year, he is involved in mentoring as a host teacher 
for student teachers. He also is involved at the board level in training and development of 
teachers' literacy practice.  He and his wife, Erin, are proud parents of Zachary and Bradley.  
Danny's people and parenting skills, fun personality and empathy make him extremely 
effective and appreciated in his dealing with campers, parents and staff.  

Head Counsellor 
Holli Rosenblatt is excited to be returning to Zodiac for year number 9! Holli is an empathetic, 
effective and approachable leader for all of Zodiac’s counsellors and a critical resource in 
helping to address camper concerns. During the year, Holli is a highly respected teacher for 
the York Region District School Board.  In her free time, she enjoys snowboarding and spending 
time with her family. All 3 of her children are enthusiastic participants at Zodiac and Tamarack! 

Program Director/Scheduling 
Catrina Knapp is ready to go for another summer at Zodiac Day Camp. She is also in a key 
senior management position at Zodiac Swim School where she works full-time year-round as 
the Assistant Swim Director.  Catrina spent 18 years in both private and public aquatic and 
recreation programs before joining the Zodiac team in 2007.  Her experience as a parent, 
teacher, supervisor, programmer, outdoor enthusiast and Scouts Canada volunteer has made 
her a valuable asset to Zodiac’s campers, parents and staff.  She and her husband, Corey, are 
the proud parents of Callum, an enthusiastic Zodiac veteran! 

Program Director/Spirit Coordinator 
We are pleased to welcome back Joanna Perlus as a Program Director and member of the 
Zodiac Leadership team for her eighth summer.  Her experience as a highly regarded teacher 
in the TDSB, and as a Zodiac mom, and her energy and creativity in planning camp-wide spirit 
events, and ensuring the success of arts and other programs, makes her an important Zodiac 
leader. 

Transportation Coordinator 
We are delighted to have Aaron Komlos back at Zodiac Day Camp for a ninth summer.  
Aaron is a principal at an independent elementary school in Thornhill. His experience as a 
principal, educator, along with his positivity, wit, intelligence, and analytical ability make him 
an ideal resource for planning transportation logistics and ensuring camper/staff safety. He 
has spent many summers at camp, but Zodiac is, of course, his favourite!  Aaron and his wife 
Melissa are the proud parents of Ryan and Leora.   
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Administrative Team 
Our Camp Administrator, Kelli Freedman is an integral part of the Zodiac leadership team who 
started at Zodiac in December 2018. Kelli brings a wealth of camp experience and is an 
Ontario certified teacher. She is excited for camp season and looks forward to working with 
returning admin staff, Grace and Marley. 

Health Care Provider 
Zodiac is proud to have a Health Centre on site where Lindy Delmage, RPN, can keep 
campers and staff happy and healthy throughout the summer! 

Counsellors/Specialty Staff  
The team of returning and new counsellors and specialty staff that we have hired (or are in the 
process of hiring) are too numerous to identify on an individual basis, suffice to say that we are 
delighted with our talented, enthusiastic, creative and kid-oriented Summer 2019 staff team!  
We review thousands of resumes, interview hundreds of applicants and check countless 
references in doing our best to ensure the amazing staff for which Zodiac is known.  We want 
to know that the potential staff member is not only a good fit for the camp, but also that the 
camp is a good fit for him or her.  A happy staff member who understands Zodiac’s high 
expectations from the outset will ultimately be a far more effective member of our team. 

We are also thrilled that we have one of the highest rates of return for staff of any Toronto day 
camp.   This is surely a good sign that we treat our staff fairly and respectfully, and keep them 
challenged, interested and happy, so that they want to come back each summer! We then 
mix in a group of great new staff with fresh ideas and enthusiasm in creating an overall 
dynamic team! 

Security on Site 
Zodiac has added additional security measures to our campus during camp hours, and has 
hired a security guard to assist all Zodiac staff and campers in the safety and well-being of the 
camp program. The security guard will be introduced during pre-camp and all responsibilities 
will be outlined. 

All of our staff are thoroughly trained before camp begins.   They are required to study our staff 
manual, and to attend three pre-camp staff training sessions, as well as a series of in-summer 
staff meetings/evaluations.  We work hard to ensure that by the time the campers arrive, our 
staff team is ready to roll!  We welcome feedback from parents and campers about their 
specific and overall experience with our Zodiac staff and value your appreciation of our staff’s 
caring and hard work. 
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Enrolling Your Camper 

Don’t Get Caught… Without A Spot! 
We are pleased by the interest we have received about Summer 2019.  Not only are a number 
of Summer 2018 campers registered and looking forward to another great summer, many 
friends, relatives, neighbours and others are getting in on the fun!  Spots are filling 
quickly…don’t miss out on the excitement!  Call us at the camp office at 416-789-1989 x152 
soon! 

Be In Good Form…Complete Your Forms! 
Login to carefully review and complete the applicable camper forms listed below that are 
available in the online portal that must be filled out and received by the camp on behalf of 
each camper BY NO LATER THAN THURSDAY, JUNE 6, 2019, including: 

1. Camper Health and Individual Needs (one for every camper);  
2. Camper Pick-Up Authorizations (one for every camper); 
3. Camper Swim Form;  
4. Camper Lunch Program (For those campers who have not yet registered for the lunch program, but 

still wish to do so); 
5. Emergency Allergy Alert Form (if applicable);  
6. Medication Authorization Form (if applicable); 
7. Individual Emergency Plan Form (if applicable); and 
8. Adult & Tot Code of Conduct (if applicable). 

Handbook and Newsletters 
This handbook, along with newsletters that are sent out each week prior to the start of a camp 
session contain important information that parents and campers need to know for each 
upcoming camp session.  Read this material carefully for the enjoyment, well-being and 
preparedness of your camper(s) to ensure that the first day of camp is safe, efficient and 
terrific!   

Fees & Discounts 
Fee Schedule for 2019: 

Session Dates Adult & Tot  Kid-Vantage Specialty** L.E.A.D. C.I.T. 
1 July 2 – 5* $190.00 $475.00 $475.00-$485.00 $370.00 $315.00 
2 July 8 – 12 $220.00 $550.00 $550.00-$560.00 $445.00 $375.00 
3 July 15 – 19 $220.00 $550.00 $550.00-$560.00 $445.00 $375.00 
4 July 22 – 27 $220.00 $550.00 $550.00-$560.00 $445.00 $375.00 
5 July 29 – Aug 2 $220.00 $550.00 $550.00-$560.00 $445.00 $375.00 

https://zodiac.campbrainregistration.com/�
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6 August 6 – 9* $190.00 $475.00 $475.00-$485.00 $370.00 $315.00 
7 August 12 – 16 $220.00 $550.00 $550.00-$595.00 $445.00 $375.00 

*The centre is closed on the Statutory Canada and Civic Holiday 
                **Some specialties have an additional material/equipment fee included in their price 

Multi-Session Discount

Registered Week 

: Your family will be entitled to the following per camper per 1-week 
session discount (excluding the camper’s first week in the program): 

Adult & Tot K-V/Specialty LEAD/CIT 
1st Week No Discount No Discount No Discount 
2nd Week $5.00 $25.00 $12.50 
3rd Week $5.00 $25.00 $12.50 
4th Week $10.00 $50.00 $25.00 
5th Week $10.00 $50.00 $25.00 
6th Week $15.00 $75.00 $37.50 
7th Week $20.00 $100.00 $50.00 

 

Loyalty Discounts

ZODIAC If your camper is a current 2018-2019 Zodiac Swim School student 

:  

TAMARACK If your camper is a Summer 2018 Camp Tamarack camper 

LEO BAECK If your camper is a current 2018-2019 Leo Baeck Student 

Cheque/Cash Discount

Program 

: If you pay the full Zodiac Day Camp fee by cheque or cash, your 
family is entitled to a discount off each session for each camper in the program. 

Loyalty Discount Pay by Cheque/Cash Discount 
Adult & Tot $5.00 $3.00 

K-V/Specialty $20.00 $7.50 
LEAD/CIT $10.00 $4.00 

 

NSF Charges: There is a $35.00 administration charge for any returned N.S.F. cheques and this 
charge is due upon notification. 

Program Transfers

Withdrawal Policy 

: A transfer from one session to another can only be facilitated upon receipt 
of written notice and is subject to availability and a change fee of: (a) $15.00 if notice is 
received at least one week prior to the start of the session in question, or (b) $30.00 if notice is 
received less than one week prior to the start of a session or once a session has begun. 

If written notice of a cancellation is received more than one week prior to the start of the 
session in question, a full refund less the per session administrative charge noted below, per 
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child for each cancelled session will be issued by October 2019.  There will be no refunds or 
credits if there is no written notice, or if notice is received less than one week prior to the 
session in question. 

Program 
Admin Fee On or After 

April 15, 2019 
Adult & Tot $40.00 

K-V/Specialty $170.00 
LEAD/CIT $85.00 

Tax Receipts 
Parents/caregivers can print out their Account Statement for tax purpose at any time by 
logging into their registration system account. 

Our Commitment to Your Family 

Health, Safety and the Environment 
In accordance with our accreditation from the Ontario Camps Association and the Health 
Protection and Promotion Act for Recreational Camps 568/90 every effort is made to provide 
a safe and healthy environment for the campers and staff.  Zodiac Day Camp goes above 
and beyond the many requirements.  Zodiac has a security guard on the premises from 8:15 
am daily.  The building has controlled access points at all facility entrances that can only be 
opened by a staff key card.  The camp office door is unlocked during operating hours and has 
staff available to assist with any questions. 

Infection control procedures are posted in designated areas, including the Health Centre 
which also posts the Emergency Alert Forms for any children with an individual anaphylaxis 
plan.  Allergy charts are posted in food prep areas and distributed to each activity staff. 

Auto-Injector/Asthma Inhalers 
Should your camper require the use of an auto-injector 
and/or asthma inhaler during his/her day, please, in 
addition to indicating this on the health form, contact the 
office by mid-June to discuss logistics with the camp. Your 
child will need to wear his/her auto-injector and/or 
asthma inhaler, as applicable, at all times in a comfortable waist pouch and we require that 
you provide a second auto-injector/asthma inhaler for your child that will be held by the 
health centre.  

The Emergency Allergy Alert form, which can be found on our website, in the camp office or 
by email request, is required for all campers who require auto-injectors at camp.  This form 

http://www.zodiackids.ca/zodiac-kids-toronto-day-camp/handbook-camper-forms/�
mailto:info@zodiaccamp.on.ca?subject=Job%20Opportunity�
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requires a current picture of your camper.  This form will be displayed in the health centre to 
help Zodiac quickly identify those children who have auto-injectors.  All of our program staff 
receive training on your camper’s Emergency Allergy Alert Plan to be prepared for a situation 
where the auto-injector or inhaler must be used.   

The Health Centre 
Zodiac is pleased to have a health care provider on site every day.  The health centre is 
located on the main floor at Leo Baeck near the preschool classrooms.  

Medications 
All medications must be kept in the health centre, with the exception of auto-injectors and 
asthma inhalers, which are worn by individual campers in a waist pouch at all times.  We ask 
that parents provide any required medications directly to a staff member (bus counsellor, 
program staff member, counsellor), as opposed to sending it the camper’s bag.  All 
medication that is sent to the centre must be accompanied by the Medication Authorization 

Form, which can be found on our website, in the camp office or by email 
request. Any notes that a parent wishes to have the health care provider 
read or keep on file, can be sent in a closed envelope with “HEALTH 
CENTRE” written on the outside with the Child’s First & Last Name and Cabin 
Number on the outside.  We also recommend you send an email to the 
health care provider directly at health@zodiaccamp.on.ca. 

Children who require medication during the day will be brought to the health centre by the 
staff at the appropriate time.  The health care provider is the only person authorized to 
administer medications, with the exception of auto-injectors and asthma inhalers. 

Meeting Before Camp 
If necessary, we will be pleased to set up an appointment involving the health care provider, 
head counsellor and parent/caregiver with respect to the particular camper’s health issues 
and/or individual needs. 

Being Sun Safe! 
While our camp has the advantage of having both amazing 
indoor and outdoor facilities, we are still extremely conscious of 
protecting campers from possible negative effects of the sun.  
Please ensure that you send your camper with both a proper 
sun hat and sunscreen labeled with your camper’s name on 
them.  Staff are trained to be conscientious to ensure that 
campers wear their sunhats and apply sunscreen at regular intervals during the day. 

Please assist us with this by sending your camper to the camp each day wearing sunscreen.  
Campers will not be allowed to share sunscreen due to concerns about allergies.  

http://www.zodiackids.ca/zodiac-kids-toronto-day-camp/handbook-camper-forms/�
mailto:info@zodiaccamp.on.ca?subject=Job%20Opportunity�
mailto:info@zodiaccamp.on.ca?subject=Job%20Opportunity�
mailto:info@zodiaccamp.on.ca?subject=Job%20Opportunity�
mailto:health@zodiaccamp.on.ca�
http://www.screenme.ca/sun-aware-camps/�
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Campers are encouraged to carry a full water bottle at all times and the staff encourage 
them take frequent drinks throughout the day.  If a heat alert is issued, Zodiac will ensure 
outdoor time is limited, spent in shaded areas and children will not engage in heavy gross 
motor activities during this time. 

Lice – No Nit Policy 
In keeping with Zodiac Day Camp’s goal of ensuring as safe and healthy an environment as 
possible, we follow a “No Nit Policy”.   The "No Nit Policy" involves a camper not coming to the 
camp if he/she has head lice (adult lice (bugs), immature lice (nymphs), lice eggs (nits). 

Please partner with us and as a courtesy to other campers and staff, please ensure that your 
camper is checked for head lice within 5 days prior to starting their session by professional lice 
detectors.  A lice check takes less than 10 minutes and should lice be found, appropriate 
treatment can be started at the clinic and then continued at home. Zodiac will not be doing 
routine lice checks upon arrival at the camp.  Should lice be detected, Zodiac will contact the 
camper’s parents who may be required to pick up their camper(s) and bring him/her back to 
the camp when he/she are lice free.  If head lice are detected, please have it removed 
immediately and effectively. 

We encourage you to check www.licecrew.com for further detailed information regarding 
lice (treatment and prevention tips).   

Please look for the flyer/coupon on our website for a special promotion - $10.00 off Head 
Checks!  

The Lice Crew is excited to offer $10.00 off pre-camp head lice screening to Zodiac Day 
Camp families for both pre and post program checks.  With flexible clinic hours at 4 locations 
(Thornhill, Leaside, Toronto & Oakville), the Lice Crew is a convenient option for your family. 

Although head lice are not a health hazard, they are easily spread in contained environments. 
Please help us keep the centre LICE FREE.  Thank you for your co-operation! 

West Nile Virus 
As the summer draws closer, you may hear the term West Nile Virus in the media.  
West Nile Virus is a virus typically transmitted to people through the bite of an 
infected mosquito.  Most people infected with the virus have no symptoms or they 

have flu-like symptoms.  Please note that the risk of West Nile Virus infection is low, and the risk 
of serious health effects from the virus is even lower.  

Emergency Procedures 
Zodiac Day Camp has a procedure regarding fire drills/lockdown drills that must be followed 
in case of an emergency.  These drills are conducted on a regular basis.  In case of an 
emergency that requires evacuation, we will vacate to our EVACUATION SITE located at J.R. 

http://www.licecrew.com/�
http://www.zodiackids.ca/pages/day-camp/extras/partners-toronto-on�
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Wilcox Community School, 231 Ava Road, Toronto, ON, M6C 1X3.  In case of an emergency, 
Zodiac staff will contact parents/caregivers by phone after the campers are moved safely. 

Snacks and Lunch 
Leo Baeck is a nut-aware and Kosher-sensitive facility and Zodiac does not 
include nuts, nut products, foods labeled “may contain nuts”, pork or shellfish 
in any of its snacks, meals or program supplies. 

Snack 
Each cabin is served a camp-provided nut-free snack every morning 
between 10:00 am and 10:30 am and afternoon between 2:30 pm and 2:45 pm.  Alternate 
snack items are provided for children with allergies or dietary restrictions.  Please ensure that 
you provide specific, detailed information on your Medical and Individual Needs Form to 
ensure we are meeting your child’s needs.  

Some parents choose to send their own snack or to supplement the camp-provided snack 
with snack from home. If you choose to do so, please ensure that snacks from home adhere to 
the guidelines above and, in the event you have been informed of additional allergies in your 
camper’s cabin, free from those allergens as well. 

Lunch 
You are welcome to pack your own lunch from home following the above-noted facility 
guidelines or Zodiac Day Camp offers a delicious, kid-friendly catered lunch program.  We 
have collaborated with Healthy Kidz, a reputable catering company, to offer a healthy, nut-
free menu with a featured daily hot/cold menu item available for the campers to select from.  
Lunch is served ‘family style’ each day and provisions are made for campers with identified 
allergies and/or dietary restrictions.  If you have not done so already, please contact the office 
if you wish to register for the catered lunch program info@zodiaccamp.on.ca. 

Birthday Celebrations 
Birthdays are a big deal at Zodiac!  Every camper with a summer birthday 
during their time at camp will be celebrated, including those with weekend 
birthdays!!!  Campers get to spin the birthday wheel or pick from the magic 
birthday hat on their birthday for a chance to win a special prize.  If you would 
like to bring a special treat to the facility for your camper’s birthday, speak to 
the head counsellor with enough notice beforehand to make arrangements. The treat must 
be pre-approved by the camp and be nut-free and sensitive to any additional allergies or 
dietary restrictions in the cabin.  We are unable to accept any home baking. Some examples 
of nut-free products/bakeries include: School Safe products (found at most grocery stores) 
and bakeries such as: Amazing Donuts, Lollicakes, Grodzinski, Hermes, and The Cupcake 
Shoppe.  

mailto:info@zodiaccamp.on.ca�
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Child Abuse 
Child abuse is defined as any form of physical harm, emotional deprivation, sexual 
mistreatment or neglect, which can result in injury or psychological damage to the child.  
Abuse can be either actively hurting a child or passively failing to take proper care of a child. 

Zodiac Day Camp staff have a responsibility to protect the children in their care.  It is a 
requirement by law to report any suspicion of child abuse. 

Our Program 

Adult & Tot (2 to 4 years old) 
Our Adult & Tot Campers (2-4 years of age) have a unique opportunity to participate in 
traditional day camp activities for 3 hours each day. With the help of their caregivers and 
camp/activity leaders, Adult & Tot campers will participate in exciting age-appropriate 
activities including: creativity, science, sports, outdoor adventure, dance, creatures, magic 
and daily splash pad activity. Daily spirit, weekly themes and special guests are all part of the 
awesome Zodiac camp experience! 

Kid-Vantage (4.5 to 6.5 years old, entering SK and Gr.1) 
Our Kid-Vantage campers get an extraordinary opportunity to enjoy and participate in a wide 
range of specialty programs and activities (a number of which are not usually available at all 
or for their age group in other camp programs).  The incredible enthusiasm, spirit, creativity 
and enjoyment on the part of K-V campers and staff is evident every day whether at the daily 
high-quality, low-ratio Zodiac swim lesson or during age-appropriate participation in science, 
sports, drama, music, dance, culinary arts, rock climbing, creatures, creative arts, magic, 
outdoor play, karaoke and so much more, that makes every K-V camp day an adventure! 

Full day campers will participate in six 45-minute scheduled activities and programs which 
include a daily Zodiac swim lesson.  The experienced and caring KV staff, look forward to 
providing a positive and nurturing environment and to focusing both on each individual 
camper and the group as a whole in our low camper to counsellor ratio groups.  Our low ratios 
do not even take into consideration our senior activity staff (i.e. coaches, teachers, and 
instructors) and apprentice staff. 

Specialty (6.5 to 12.5 years old, entering grades 2 through 7) 
Specialty campers really get the “best of both worlds” in this program.  They get to select and 
register into one of six different focus areas or “mega speciality” of their choice.  Specialty 
campers will enjoy 3 activity periods each day that fall under their selected focus in addition 
to a Zodiac swim lesson.  And that’s not all...they have 2 more activity periods from a selection 
of fantastic Zodi-activities! 
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Adventure Challenge 
 A variety of programs with an outdoor focus including: camping skills, nature science, rock-
climbing, archery, and more… 

Baseball 
A variety of age and skill-level appropriate baseball fundamentals and games provided by 
our baseball experts at Field of Dreams Baseball Camp. 

Creative Arts 
 A variety of art and creative programs: art, cooking, jewelry, and more... 

Dance Video Creation 
Explore what’s new in dance, music and technology by creating your own music videos with 
the experts from In the Mix. 

Mega Sports 
A variety of sports-oriented programs: hockey, basketball, tennis, archery, rock climbing, 
soccer, handball, dodgeball, and more... 

Pottery Plus 
A variety of mediums and techniques will be explored including sculpting, painting, print 
making and using a pottery wheel with our experts at Artistic Way. 

S.T.E.M. 
A variety of programs exploring the world around us: science, technology, robotics, and 
more... 

Swim 
Additional daily swim lesson time to improve swim skills with the Zodiac Swim School team. 

Theatre Arts 
A variety of programs including a world of expression: dance, music, karaoke, drama, drums 
and more... 

Zodiaction Adventures 
A variety of all Zodiac camp programs and activities from all our focus areas! 

L.E.A.D./C.I.T. (Ages 12.5 to 15.5 years old, entering grades 8 through 10) 

Leadership Experience & Ability Development 
Our L.E.A.D. campers (12.5 to 14.5, entering grades 8-9) are in a “transition” program in which 
they not only get to enjoy a variety of age-appropriate, group-building camp activities, but 
also get experience in fun and informative leadership seminars, as well as being placed with a 
younger camper group where they assist and learn from that group’s counsellors.  
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DON’T DELAY…register today for Summer swim lessons with Zodiac Swim School! 

Our Fall 2019/Winter 2020/Spring 2020 Schedule & Information Guide 
will be available online at the end of June www.zodiacswim.on.ca 

Counsellor-in-Training 
Our C.I.T. campers (14.5 to 15.5, entering grade 10 or, in certain cases, 13.5 to 14.5, entering 
grade 9, if they successfully completed the L.E.A.D. program before entering grade 8) 
experience a full-day placement in a cabin or specialty area of their choice. Specific training, 
seminars, group activities, and regular evaluation are all geared towards preparing Zodiac’s 
C.I.T.’s to be outstanding staff candidates for the next summer.   

L.E.A.D. /C.I.T. Campers will have opportunities to be involved in numerous leadership 
committees.  These committees include K-V Spirit Committee, Specialty Spirit Committee, and 
much more. 

Daily Off-Premise Swim Lesson 
Each day, the campers will travel by school bus to our nearby pool location at Glenview 
Senior Public School (session 1) or Forest Hill Collegiate Institute (sessions 2 – 7) for a daily 
Zodiac Swim School swimming lesson. 

Many of our program participants already experience Zodiac Swim School’s year-round swim 
program.  Families are excited that Zodiac is able to provide the same individualized, effective 
and caring approach on a daily basis at camp!  

Zodiac Day Camp offers Zodiac Swim School’s uniquely developed, proprietary Zodiac Learn 
to Swim Program. The 12 Level progressive program includes manageable learn to swim 
progressions, fitness, water safety, as well as first aid. For more information, click here. 

All families need to complete the Swim Assessment Form for each camper and submit it to the 
office in early-June.  In addition to the information provided on the form, we will assess all of 
the campers on their first day of swim lessons to ensure they are placed in appropriate classes. 

If you need to provide any updates on your child’s swim experiences, please email the Swim 
Directors at swim@zodiaccamp.on.ca.  

A progress report will be prepared and sent home at the end of your camper’s time at camp 
for those campers who participated in two or more sessions during the summer. 

If you would like to speak with your child’s swim instructor you can drop in during one of our 
parent contact sessions in Sessions 2, 4 or 6 between 5:00 – 5:30 pm. 

 

http://www.zodiacswim.on.ca/�
http://www.zodiackids.ca/pages/swim-school/swim-programs/zodiac-children-s-swimming-programs-lessons-toronto-on�
mailto:swim@zodiaccamp.on.ca�
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The Camp Day 
Your camper(s) cabin schedule will be emailed on or before the first day of each session 
which you can use as a great tool for getting them excited about upcoming camp days and 
reviewing a great day that has just finished!  We always do our best to give the campers as 
diverse, enriching and fun an experience as possible and to give them as much exposure to 
activities and as many “turns” in an activity as we can! 

Period Time 
Early Morning Care 7:45 am – 8:30 am 
Drop Off 8:30 am – 8:45 am 
Spirit!! 8:45 am – 9:00 am 
Period 1 9:15 am – 10:00 am 
Period 2 10:10 am – 10:55 am 
Period 3 11:05 am – 11:50 am 
Lunch 12:00 pm – 12:45 pm 
Period 4 12:50 am – 1:40 pm 
Period 5 1:50 pm – 2:35 pm 
Period 6 2:45 pm – 3:30 pm 
Bus Pick Up 3:30 pm – 3:45 pm 
Car Pick Up 4:00 pm – 4:30 pm 
After Camp Care 4:30 pm – 5:45 pm 

Spirit Programming 
Each of our camp sessions will have a different theme throughout the summer.  This theme will 
inspire various of dress-up days and fun transition programs that staff and campers alike will 
participate in to show their individuality and spirit! 

* 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
T 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*The camp is closed on the Canada Day and Civic Statutory Holiday 

Session # Dates Theme Dress-Up Days 

1 July 2 – 5* Cirque d’Zodiac Colours 

2 July 8 – 12 All Aboard Beach Day 
Transportation Day 

3 July 15 – 19 Ready Player One Sports Day 
“Game On” 

4 July 22 – 26 Zodiac’s Got Talent Country Music 
Take Me to the Movies 

5 July 29 – August 2 Zodiac Faves 
PJ Day 
Super Hero vs. Super 
Villain Day 

6 August 6 – 9* Ghosted Freaky Friday 

7 August 12 – 16 Welcome to the Jungle Rock and Roll Day 
Animal Invasion Day 
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Free Knapsack and Cabin Picture!!         
Each camper registered for one or more of our summer session programs will 
receive ONE (per summer) colourful FREE ZODIAC KNAPSACK for all of their 
belongings.  Each camper will also receive a digital cabin photo that will be 
emailed out at the end of each session attended …a great keepsake of their 
Zodiac Day Camp summer experience!  

“Taste of Tamarack” Day Trip 
Campers 6 to 12 years of age, also now have a unique and incredible 
opportunity to enjoy a free day trip at Camp Tamarack for a camper’s first 
Tamarack experience! Visit the Camp Tamarack website for more 
information about this wonderful opportunity Mini-Acorn Info. 

Mini-Acorn Day Trip: Saturday July 27, 2019 

Campers and accompanying Zodiac staff will travel by coach bus and enjoy an action-
packed day without the commitment of staying overnight. Campers get to experience a 
variety of activities and the building of friendships and memories.  

“Taste of Tamarack” Weekend 
In addition to the regular 7 or 11 day and 2, 3, 4, 5½ and 7 week options at Camp Tamarack 
(available to campers aged 7 to 16), campers 6 to 12 years of age, have a unique and 
incredible opportunity to enjoy a fantastic free weekend at Camp Tamarack for a camper’s first 
weekend experience! Visit the Camp Tamarack website for more information about this 
wonderful opportunity Mini-Acorn Info. 

Mini-Acorn Weekend: Friday August 9 – Sunday August 11, 2019 

Campers and accompanying Zodiac staff will travel by 
coach bus and enjoy a three day, two night exposure to 
beautiful Camp Tamarack, located in Muskoka less than 2 
hours from Toronto. Campfires, singsongs, new friends, 
great memories and exposure to a variety of activities 
such as canoeing, sailing, nature, rocks n’ ropes, 
waterskiing, trampoline, golf, sports and so much more 
are all part of the exciting weekend! 

Tamarack Family Weekend 
Prospective Tamarack campers and their parents or other family members can enjoy a 
wonderful weekend at Camp Tamarack full of fun, great activities and amazing family 
memories!  

http://camptamarack.info/program/mini-acorn-weekends/�
http://camptamarack.info/program/mini-acorn-weekends/�
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Family Weekend: Friday August 16 to Sunday August 18, 2019 

You can register online for this unique family experience.  We look forward to introducing 
many children and families to their overnight camp home! 

Tour of Tamarack 
A number of Zodiac families and staff have expressed an 
interest in visiting Camp Tamarack for a tour and opportunity to 
see the camp in action. We are delighted to welcome Zodiac 
families and staff for such a visit during our Family Weekend 
(above).   

Contact the Tamarack camp administrator to book your tour at info@camptamarack.info!   

What We Ask Of You 

Identify Authorized Persons 
Each family is required complete a Pick-Up Authorization Form for your camper(s) prior to the 
first day of camp.  Please ensure that you list any and all adults (parents, caregivers, relatives, 
friends or neighbours) that may be coming to pick-up your camper(s) from the camp.  Your 
camper will only be released to adults you have listed on the form so please list everyone to 
avoid a delay at pick-up while we contact you for permission to release your camper.  
Authorized persons can be added or removed at any time by submitting your changes in 
writing via email to the office at info@zodiaccamp.on.ca.  Authorized persons should be 
prepared to provide photo identification to camp staff for verification if requested. 

Morning Drop-Off Procedures 

Drive-Up Procedure 
Authorized persons dropping off campers in the morning by vehicle (between 7:45 a.m. and 
8:45 a.m.) do NOT need to and should NOT exit their vehicles.  You will simply enter our drop-off 
area at Phil White Arena, follow guidance from Zodiac staff to follow the indicated route 
through the arena parking lot and stop at the designated drop-off site.  

A Zodiac staff member will approach your car to assist your camper in exiting the vehicle with 
all of his/her belongings.  Please help us to make your camper comfortable and to facilitate 
an efficient drop-off process by remaining in your vehicle and driving away after we have 
assumed supervision of your child.  This is especially important on the first day as it sets your 
camper up for success for the remainder of the week.  Zodiac staff are trained and equipped 
to comfort campers if they are having difficulty separating from parents/caregivers.  

https://tamarack.campbrainregistration.com/�
mailto:info@camptamarack.info�
mailto:info@zodiaccamp.on.ca�
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Each vehicle will be given a Zodiac vinyl window sticker that adheres to your vehicle’s 
windshield to assist our staff in identifying your vehicle as a “Zodiac Camper Vehicle” in order 
to streamline the drop-off and pick-up 
processes. 

Walk-Up Procedure 
Some families that live close by walk to our Leo 
Baeck site to drop-off their campers.  A Zodiac 
staff member will greet you at the outdoor 
table at the south entrance near the office to 
accompany your camper into camp.   

Please be aware that the convenient drop-off 
procedures listed above are not available 
after 8:45 am and the late arrival procedure 
described below will need to be followed. 

Adult & Tot Campers 
Adult & Tot campers and their attending 
parent/guardian should arrive for 9:00am each 
morning. Parents/guardians can park strollers 
along the Leo Baeck North wall facing Durham 
Avenue. Your Adult & Tot counsellor will meet 
you at 9:00am at the North-West B Door 
(Orange Doors) facing Arlington Avenue to let 
the group in and lead you to your classroom. 
Adult & Tot campers who arrive after 9:00am should follow the late arrival procedure 
described below.  

Late Drop-Off 
Families arriving late to camp (after 8:45am) will need to park their car and go to the office to 
sign their camper(s) in.  At that time, the camper will be escorted by Zodiac staff to his/her 
group.  If your camper swims period 1 and misses the shuttle bus to the pool, you will have the 
option of driving your camper over to the pool to sign him/her in with the Swim Directors, or 
having your camper wait at the camp for the cabin’s return. 

Riding a Bus Can Be Fun!   
While some parents/authorized persons will be providing their own transportation and 
following the drop-off and pick-up procedures described above, other Zodiac families will be 
using our professional door-to-door or depot bus transportation within our Zodiac Day Camp 
Bus Zone.  You can sign up for our bus service at the time of your application or through the 
office afterward by request at info@zodiaccamp.on.ca.  

mailto:info@zodiaccamp.on.ca�


23  

 

We must adhere to the boundaries of the bus zone in order to maintain the daily bus 
schedules. 

Once you have registered for the optional bus service, you will 
receive detailed information as to your pick-up and drop-off 
times and related matters the week prior to the applicable 
session. 

Our program directors are already working on fun and 
creative programs to keep the children safe, happy and 
entertained on the bus ride.  Our trained bus staff will 
implement these programs, in addition to their main role of ensuring 
the safety and security of the campers under their supervision.   

Campers will be expected to be ready when the bus arrives at their door or the depot in the 
morning or the bus will depart in order to ensure the bus route schedule is maintained. 
Parents/caregivers will be given an approximate 15-minute “window” for both pick-up and 
drop-off (e.g. 8:00 am to 8:15 am) and the camper MUST be ready at any time during this 
window.  Pick-up and drop-off times may vary from session to session and you will be provided 
with your time slot each week. 

For more information about our bus transportation, please visit the Transportation section of our 
website for a zone map, depot list and answers to most bus-related questions.   

Pick-Up Procedures 
Authorized persons may pick up their camper(s) at our Phil White Arena pick-up area between 
4:00 pm and 4:30 pm.  

Drive-Up Procedure 
Please note: Cars arriving before 4:00 pm will not be able to enter the pick-up area as it is 

dedicated to the camp buses during this time.  Idling/stopping on Arlington 
Avenue is not permitted around the school due to the narrow roadway and 
resulting congestion.  Cars arriving prior to 4:00 pm will be directed to “circle” 
around the neighbouring streets until 4:00 pm.   

Adherence to this time frame is critical for the safety and efficiency of camper pick-up and is 
not intended in any way to inconvenience those picking up campers. Authorized persons 
picking up campers do NOT need to and should NOT exit their cars. Cars will simply enter our 
pick-up area at Phil White Arena (the same in which drop-off occurs in the morning) and 
follow instructions from Zodiac staff to follow the indicated route.  

As each car approaches the pick-up area, a Zodiac staff member will approach the car to 
ask which camper(s) are being picked up and the identity of the driver.  Once the driver is 
identified as an authorized pick-up person, a Zodiac staff member will place a “numbered 
sign” on the car windshield.  This number will allow the “runner” to identify the correct car that 

http://www.zodiackids.ca/pages/day-camp/extras/terrific-transportation-toronto-on�
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corresponds with the camper who is being retrieved from the camper group waiting inside the 
facility.  The “runner” will accompany the camper(s) to the car and assist the camper(s) with 
his/her belongings and seatbelt, where necessary, so that the authorized person may then 
efficiently drive away. Please note that to enhance the safety and comfort of campers, all 
campers will wait close by in the air-conditioned Leo Baeck building, until a staff member 
retrieves the campers(s) from their cabin(s) and delivers the camper(s) to the authorized 
person. 

Walk-Up Procedure 
Sign out of campers will occur in the south courtyard at the “Walk-up Table” during the 4:00 – 
4:30 pm pick-up window.  Authorized persons will line up to provide their name to our Zodiac 
staff member for verification.  Once the adult is identified as authorized a staff member will 
retrieve the camper and bring them out for dismissal.   

The camper(s) will be supervised while waiting for an authorized person to arrive.  If an 
authorized person does not arrive by 4:30 pm, the camper(s) will transferred to our free after 
camp care program in the Leo Baeck gymnasium to be supervised by camp staff.  

After Camp Care Pick-up 
Authorized persons arriving after 4:30 pm can pick campers up by parking their cars in the Phil 
White Arena parking lot and picking up their camper(s) from the designated after camp care 
staff member.  Once our Zodiac staff member verifies the person to pick the camper(s) up is 
authorized they will radio for the camper to be brought to the theatre for dismissal.   

Please note:  after camp care ends promptly at 5:45 pm and families will be charged a late 
fee of $1.00 per minute per camper for any late camper pick-ups. 

Early Camper Pick-Up 
If you need to pick up camper(s) early, please advise the Camp office in advance by phone, 
handwritten note or email so that we may have the camper(s) waiting for you in the Camp 
office located at the south side of the Leo Baeck facility closest to the Phil White Arena.  

The authorized person must go directly to the Camp office to meet the camper and will be 
required to sign the camper out prior to departure.  In order to ensure the safety and 
efficiency of our regular camp bus and pick-up routine 3:00 pm is the latest that a camper(s) 
may be picked-up before they will be required to wait until the 4:00 pm regular pick-up 
procedure.  Authorized persons arriving after 3:00 pm will be required to follow regular pickup 
procedures beginning at 4:00 pm and will need to return to join the pick-up line at 4:00 pm.  

Camper Self-Dismissal 
If you wish your camper(s) to be allowed to walk, bike ride, etc. from camp independently, 
you must complete the applicable area on the Camper Pick-Up Authorizations Form 
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indicating this permission or email the camp office to add this stipulation to your camper(s) file.  
Campers will not be permitted to leave camp on their own without this written authorization. 

Campers will be required to sign out with their counsellor each day before departing the 
camp.  Our pre-camp newsletter contains information regarding bike rack locations serving 
our campsite.  The camp does not assume responsibility for the safekeeping of bikes.  

Illness 
Illness can pass easily from camper to camper.  Please do not bring your camper to the camp 
if your camper is unable to participate in regular activities due to fever, diarrhea, vomiting, ear 
or eye infections, head lice, ring worm, green runny nose, or other contagious diseases, 
unexplained pains, rashes or itching. 

If your camper exhibits any of these symptoms during the camp day, you will be contacted by 
our health care provider and asked to pick up your camper as soon as possible.  If we cannot 
reach the primary contact, we will call the alternate caregiver you have identified. 

What to Bring 
In order for your child to be safe, prepared and ready to go for his/her exciting day, the 
following is an important list of items that should be packed daily for your child: 

 Bathing suit & towel (campers with Period 1 swim should come to 
camp in their bathing suit – don’t forget to pack your regular clothes 
too!) 

 Reusable swim diaper (if desire for Adult & Tot campers in the 
splash pad) 

 Sunscreen (please apply sunscreen before leaving home!) 
 Sun hat 
 Running shoes 
 Water bottle 
 Nutritious lunch (unless registered in the catered lunch program) 
 Clothing for inclement weather (as necessary) 
 Bug repellent with deet (optional) 
 Zodiac knapsack (optional) 
 Baseball glove for Mega Sports campers (optional) 

Although parents/guardians may think that campers can 
easily identify their belongings, this is not always the case.  
Please ensure that all items that come to camp are clearly 
labeled with your camper’s name (first initial and last name is preferred) so we can return 
these items if they are misplaced.  Items that are not labelled will live in the “Lost and Found” 
until their owner can be found.  Feel free to stop by and look for your lost belongings! 
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