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Visit ChoiceHotels.com/Michigan-hotels or call
1-888-228-5050 to get our lowest price guaranteed.

SAVE UP TO 20%
For your next Michigan stay, book 
direct on ChoiceHotels.com and 
get our lowest price guaranteed.

Qualifying rates only. Valid only for current Choice Privileges® members. Members must book direct at ChoiceHotels.com/Michigan-hotels or call 1-888-228-5050. Reservations must 
be made at least 7, 14, 21 or 30 days in advance, which will vary based on hotel. Rooms at this discount are limited. Off er not available to groups and cannot be combined with any 
other discount. Consumers who fi nd lower prices must submit claim within 24 hours of booking and at least 48 hours prior to arrival. Additional Terms and Conditions Apply. See 
www.choicehotels.com/deals/best-rate and www.choicehotels.com/deals/advanced-purchase for details. Choice Hotels reserves the right to change or discontinue this off er at any 
time. All Choice Hotels properties are independently owned and operated. ©2019 Choice Hotels International. All rights reserved.
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anama City Beach is the perfect 
destination for a memorable 
beach getaway, offering all of 
the amenities desired for those 

seeking to experience an ideal warm 
weather beach vacation. 

The destination is best known for its 27 
miles of sugar-white sand beaches border-
ing the clear, turquoise waters of the Gulf 
of Mexico and was named one of the top 
three beaches in the U.S. by Trip Advisor. 
With 320 days of sunshine annually, the 
region has long been favored by travelers 
seeking an affordable beach vacation with 
year-round fun for families.

In addition to the area’s beautiful 
beaches, Panama City Beach boasts nu-
merous amenities and activities for every 
member of the family. Any time of year 
is a good time to experience the bounty 
of nature in its many parks and beaches. 
A favorite, and hidden gem is St. Andrews 
State Park, which has been named one 
of the top beaches in the United States. 
Within the park is the approximately 
seven-mile-long Shell Island. This unde-
veloped barrier island runs east to west 
between the Gulf of Mexico and the St. 
Andrew Bay. Here you’ll find Florida at 
its most natural, complete with graceful 
sand dunes, coastal scrub forest, pine 
hammocks and an inland lake.

Outdoor enthusiasts can enjoy hik-
ing, bird watching along scenic trails, 

City Beach offering one-of-a-kind coastal 
décor, visitors will enjoy every minute 
while shopping for fun finds during any 
season.

Known as the “Seafood Capital of 
the South,” the area includes an array 
of award winning dining options and 
cultural activities. Dining experiences 
include everything from family-friendly 
beachside eateries to premier fine dining 
restaurants. In addition to the beach’s 
authentic local restaurants, Panama City 
Beach hosts some of the area’s premier 
food and drink festivals including the 
annual craft beer, wine and spirits festival, 
UNwineD, as well as Oktoberfest and their 
annual Food Truck and Craft Beer Festival! 

The sugar-white sand beaches provide 
the most beautiful backdrop for Panama 
City Beach’s outdoor events like the 
summer concerts in the park. Music 
lovers have the chance to enjoy live 
performances of America’s favorite adult 
rock bands at the annual SandJam Music 
Festival or enjoy the freshest sounds in 
country and southern rock music at the 
Pepsi Gulf Coast Jam!  Be sure to check the 
special events calendar as there’s always 
something fun going on.

Panama City Beach delivers an un-
forgettable vacation for travelers head-
ing south of the border in search of a 
warm weather escape. Those seeking an 
authentic, fun and high-quality beach 
experience, should dive into Panama City 
Beach and Make It Yours!

P

boating, fishing, diving, kayaking, off-
road cycling, stand up paddle boarding 
(SUP) and more throughout the year. In 
addition, Panama City Beach provides 
distinctive wildlife viewing opportunities. 

Wildlife thrives in this area from 
bottle-nosed dolphins and large schools 
of baitfish in the Gulf of Mexico, to al-
ligators and egrets in the destination’s 
marshes and dune lakes. 

For those looking for a little retail 
therapy, the recently launched Décor By 
The Shore Trail boasts a vast selection of 
stores and shops specializing in coastal-
themed antiques, furniture, gifts and 
accessories. Northwest Florida is known 
for its especially unique sense of style and 
design, home to brightly colored fixtures 
and quirky beach-themed art, showcasing 
a fun and whimsical aesthetic. With an 
ever-growing list of locations in Panama 

Panama City Beach – Make it Yours
Cruising by Pier Park

Shell Island

get planning 
Ready to start planning your trip? You 
can create a custom vacation for your 
family online with a little help from the 
Visit Panama City Beach (VPCB) website: 
VisitPanamacityBeach.com. 
On the “Make it Yours” page is the “Dream 
Vacation Video” tab. Use this feature to cre-
ate a video detailing what you would want 
on your vacation, then send it to friends 
and family.
Another helpful feature on the VPCB home 
page is the “Make it Yours” tab. From here, 
you can take the “Find Your Vacation Vibe” 
quiz to discover what type of vacationer you 
are and what PCB attractions fit your style. 
There are recommendations for adrenaline 
junkies, romantics, ecotourists or families 
who want a little of everything. If you’re a 
seasoned vacationer and you know your 
vacation style, you can skip the quiz and go 
straight to the recommendations.

Escape to warmer weather along the sugar-white sands and turquoise waters of Panama City Beach, 
Florida. Rediscover serenity, indulge your inner foodie and share sunsets that take your breath away. 
Exhilaration awaits. Make it yours!

VISIT NOW
VisitPanamaCityBeach.com/make-it-yours

MAKE IT ADVENTUROUS
MAKE IT yours



Escape to warmer weather along the sugar-white sands and turquoise waters of Panama City Beach, 
Florida. Rediscover serenity, indulge your inner foodie and share sunsets that take your breath away. 
Exhilaration awaits. Make it yours!

VISIT NOW
VisitPanamaCityBeach.com/make-it-yours

MAKE IT ADVENTUROUS
MAKE IT yours
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pringtime in Michigan is amaz-
ing. There’s no better place to 
get in tune with nature, indulge 

in diverse dining, or take part in a packed 
lineup of festivals and events. From 
blooming flowers and longer days, to 
countless rounds of golf, bike rides, lei-
surely walks and more, spring in Michigan 
means something special to everyone.

Ann Arbor
Ann Arbor is a lot of things — bold, 

quirky, independent, unexpected — and 
the local shopping scene certainly reflects 
that vibe. In the downtown alone, you’ll 
find shops that offer goods found nowhere 
else in the world — and if you venture 
into the other communities in the Ann 
Arbor area, you’ll find even more eclectic 
and unique boutiques and shops. Each 
district and neighborhood bring some-
thing different to the table. The historic 
Kerrytown District for example, is home 
to the Ann Arbor farmer’s market, weekly 
artisan market, and eclectic shops like 
Found Gallery. Nickels Arcade is a one of 
a kind enclosed shopping corridor, home 
to unique stores and a great coffee shop 
Here are a few shops that continually 
surprise and delight.

Vintage clothing lovers, rejoice! Dear 
Golden is perhaps the most esteemed vin-
tage shop in the state, with a robust online 
presence and a heavenly, light-filled shop 
in downtown Ann Arbor. Treasures from 
the 1920s through the 1980s make Dear 
Golden shoppers stand out from the crowd 
in the best possible way.

A great place for an aromatherapy body 
treatment or an organic facial, Jessica’s 

  
It Happens Every Spring in Michigan 

S

Apothecary is also known for its bath and 
body products. In addition to offering an 
organic Hungarian skin care line, Jessica 
makes her own products as well.

Make a beeline for Bivouac if you’re the 
outdoorsy type. Located on State Street 
across from the gorgeous University of 
Michigan Diag, this clothing shop has a 
reputation for outfitting both the casual 
hiker and the intense explorer. 

World travelers will feel right at home 
in the Caravan Gift Shop, one of Ann 
Arbor’s most treasured stores. Located in 
the stunning Nickels Arcade (since 1927 
— before Michigan Stadium was even a 
thing — the Caravan features handmade 
art from around the world like German 
nutcrackers and one-of-a-kind jewelry.

Unicorn Feed Supply is the new kid on 
the block in the unique retail world of 
the Ann Arbor area. Located in downtown 
Ypsilanti (about 15 minutes from Ann 
Arbor), this shop is one of those places 
that you can find yourself wandering into 
by what feels like magnetic force. Fairy 
gardens, sparkly things, terrariums, LG-
BTQ Pride gifts and boatloads of stickers 
abound in this truly magical store.

Materials Unlimited in downtown Yp-
silanti, is a full service antiques restora-
tion facility housed in a massive 15,000 
square foot 1920s Art Deco building. 
Their three-floor retail outlet showcases 
all varieties and styles of antique light-
ing, antique hardware, antique home 
decor, antique windows, vintage doors 
and vintage furniture.

To learn more about Ann Arbor go to 
visitannarbor.org.

BY RENU SAGGAR

Antiquing at Materials Unlimited in Ypsilanti

The No.2 hole at Sugarbush golf course near Flint
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Great Lakes Crossing
Great Lakes Crossing Outlets is Michi-

gan’s largest indoor outlet mall. Located 
at I-75 and Baldwin Road in Auburn Hills, 
it’s easily accessible from I-75. Visitors 
will discover 185 stores, restaurants and 
entertainment options, including depart-
ment stores, manufacturer outlets, unique 
themed restaurants, a 1,000-seat themed 
food court and a 25-screen, state-of-the-
art theater megaplex — including an 
IMAX theater — all situated in a single-
level, indoor, accessible racetrack design. 

Outlets include Cole Haan Outlet Store, 
Bass Pro Shops, Outdoor World, Talbots 
Outlet and Shinola, a Detroit-based design 
brand dedicated to creating world-class 
watches, bicycles, leather goods and 
journals that are built to last. 

New outlets include Champion, the 
premium athleisure destination rooted 
in original and authentic design. It’s the 
home of the hoodie, inventor of the sweat-
shirt and pioneer of the reverse weave. 

Also new is the Columbia Factory Store 
with a passion for the outdoors and 
performance products that keep people 

Michigan

Text “PASSPORT” to 248.294.0005 to receive exclusive visitor offers.

Michigan’s Largest
Outlet Center

Over 185 shopping, dining and entertainment
options with more than 20 that can’t be found 

anywhere else in Michigan.

I-75, Exit 84 • Auburn Hills, MI
greatlakescrossingoutlets.com •        @greatlakescrossingoutlets

Mention this ad at the Great Lakes Crossing Outlets Visitor Center 
or text “Crossings” to 248.294.0005 to receive exclusive visitor offers.





14 - CROSSINGS

warm, dry, cool and protected year-round.
Opening this spring is Nordstom Rack, 

offering “on-trend apparel,” accessories 
and shoes from Nordstrom at savings up 
to 70 percent.

Entertainment options include Sea Life 
Aquarium and Legoland Discovery Center, 
Michigan, where families with young 
children can enjoy a world of creativity, 
color and building fun! See Detroit-area 
landmarks made from millions of LEGO 
bricks and enjoy two LEGO themed rides.

Sea Life Michigan is the state’s largest 
aquarium with over 250 species and 2,000 
creatures including sharks, rays, green sea 
turtles and more!

The new Peppa Pig World of Play takes 
pre-school children and their families, 
into the world of Peppa Pig where they 
can discover and interact with a variety 
of characters and locations from the 
animated series.

Casual dining choices include Charleys 
Philly Steaks and Kerby’s Koney Island with 
Coney Island hotdogs made with pure 
lean meats and natural casings.

Upscale dining choices include Bar 
Louie, the nation’s hottest Gastrobar, 

and Miyako Japanese Steakhouse, featur-
ing Japanese hibachi tableside cooking.

For a complete list of stores, restau-
rants and attractions, as well as hours of 
operation and information on current 
promotions, visit www.greatlakescross-
ingoutlets.com. 

River Crab Restaurant &  Blue 
Water Inn

Spring is a great time of the year to 
enjoy the beauty of the St. Clair River at 
the picturesque River Crab Restaurant & 
Blue Water Inn. It’s the perfect destination 
for a relaxing meal, or restful getaway. 
With magnificent views of the river and 
unmatched amenities, the Blue Water 
Inn is ready to become your home away 
from home.

The 21 newly-renovated rooms and 
suites offer a scenic views of the river. 
Every room is beautifully furnished, and 
amenities include in-room coffee makers, 
complimentary Wi-Fi, cable television, 
spun cotton robes, continental breakfast 
and a seasonal outdoor pool.

Experience dining right on the water’s 
edge at  The River Crab seafood restaurant. 
Dock your boat at the restaurant, or at the 
St. Clair Boat Harbor and climb aboard 

their complementary shuttle.
River Crab is operated by Landry’s, a 

leader in the casual seafood restaurant 
category. The menu is full of fresh seafood, 
tender steaks and pastas, with so many 
choices it won’t be an easy decision. Join 
them for Happy Hour with discounted 
drinks and appetizers.

Patrons will enjoy fine dining in a casual 
atmosphere right on the water’s edge. An 
unforgettable evening overlooking the 
river begins with a crisp Martha’s Vineyard 
salad, or a bowl of New England Clam 
Chowder and ends with their succulent 
desserts. Entrees include Snapper Hem-
mingway and Planked Salmon.

If spur of the moment decisions aren’t 
your style, you can easily make a reserva-
tion online. No matter how you arrive, the 
end result is the same—fresh seafood and 
unmatched views in a casual, fine dining 
atmosphere. Please be on the lookout 
for any private events and promotions 
they may be offering at their website  
For more information visit them at 
www.rivercrabbluewaterinn.com.

Lansing
You are cordially invited to spend the 

weekend in Michigan’s capital region — 

Michigan

The East Lansing Art FestivalRiver Crab Restaurant
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Greater Lansing. Just a quick trip by car 
and centrally located in the middle of 
the mitten, Lansing makes the perfect 
weekend getaway and allows you time to 
discover a favorite festival, an engaging 
event or a memorable neighborhood. 

With over 60 festivals and events 
throughout the year, it’s no wonder 
Lansing is known as Michigan’s festival 
capital. Here are five great reasons to 
come for the festivals and celebrations:

Lansing Lugnuts (April 16)  This Class A 
Midwest League baseball team is an affili-
ate of the Toronto Blue Jays. Come watch 
them play on opening day and Go Nuts! 

Taste & Tour of Old Town (April 25) 
This unique event allows participants 
to sample delicious foods from historic 
Old Town restaurants and food retailers, 
while getting a chance to tour some cool 
Old Town’s lofts.

Mighty Uke Day 10 (May 8-10) 2020 
marks the 10th year of the biggest ukulele 
festival in the Midwest celebrating this 
diminutive instrument. Enjoy concerts, 
group strums, children’s activities plus 
shopping at the best local stringed in-
strument shop – Elderly Instruments in 
Old Town. 

Victorian Days (May 16-17) Step back 
in time in beautiful, quaint Grand Ledge 
where Victorian Days includes a High Tea, 
Civil War reenactments, a Steampunk 
Expo, crafts and riverboat rides.

East Lansing Art Festival (May 16-17)
A mid-Michigan two-day event featur-

ing over 170 fine art exhibitor tents, live 
music, art activities for all ages and an 
international-style food court right in 
downtown East Lansing. Stroll across the 
street to campus and find even more at 
the MSU Spring Arts & Craft Show.

Whether it’s a vibrant festival, delight-
ful dining, boutique shopping or the ter-
rific golf options that bring you to Greater 
Lansing, you’re sure to find something 
that makes you love Lansing like a local 
and planning to return again and again.

Make it a Michigan capital getaway! For 
everything you need to know visit lansing.org.

Choice Hotels Michigan
When you’re ready to book the perfect 

Michigan getaway, finding comfortable 
and affordable accommodations near all 
the best destinations is one of your first 
priorities. With over 100 Choice Hotels 
in Michigan to choose from, Choice Ho-
tels can be the perfect place to create the 

vacation of your dreams. Brands include 
Comfort Inn, Comfort Suites, Sleep Inn, 
Quality Inn, Clarion & the one-of-a-kind, 
upscale Ascend hotels, combining the 
amenities of a luxury resort, with the 
intimacy of a bed and breakfast.

Choice Hotels has locations in Ann 
Arbor, Lansing, Grand Rapids, Holland, 
Traverse City and more. They’ve got the 
amenities to make your stay enjoyable, 
whether you’re taking a business trip, or 
planning a family vacation. These may 
include hot or Continental breakfast, 
pools, business centers and pet friendly 
properties.

Clarion locations feature restaurants, 
bars and event space, where you can meet 
for business, celebrate special occasions 
or visit with friends.

Clarion Pointe is a midscale, brand 
extension of Clarion, designed for the 
resourceful traveler seeking a modern-
ist approach to their hotel stay. Clarion 
Pointe offers guests a convenient and 
affordable experience with premium ele-
ments in just the right places, including 
free premium-branded coffee and tea.

Quality Inn properties have free Q Value 
amenities like free Wi-Fi, local calls and 

L I K E  A  L O C A L

Discover diverse dining and exciting attractions, lively festivals 
and artsy neighborhoods, unexpected chill spaces and family 
play places all in the heart of Michigan. Love Lansing like a 

local and we promise, you’ll love Lansing as much as we do!
LANSING.org

#LOVELANSING
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24-hour coffee and tea in the lobby. 
Rooms are bright and cheery with fresh 
linens, fluffy pillows and plush blankets. 
Start your morning with a complementary 
hot, fresh and healthy Q Breakfast.

Join Choice Privileges and get more 
from each stay with exclusive member 
rates, points for free nights, gift cards 
and more. Membership is free and offers 
instant perks and exclusive member rates 
when booking directly at choicehotels.
com. Earn extra rewards on your very first 
stay. Choice Privileges was voted the “Best 
Hotel Loyalty Program” by USA TODAY 
for the second year in a row.

Book early at ChoiceHotels.com/Michigan-
hotels to fit any budget with great savings.

Michigan’s Fairs & Festivals
“Hey, remember that one time…?” 
Can you count the number of times you 

have begun sentences like that. And more 
often than not, the sentences usually end 
with a unique and wonderful memory of 
a Michigan fair or festival shared with 
friends and family. 

Every year, nearly 35 million people 
flock to one or more of Michigan’s 5,000 

fairs and festivals, where they build their 
own cherished memories filled with in-
credible music, compelling independent 
films, delicious foods, thrilling rides, 
blue-ribbon animals, fine wines, craft 
beers and so much more.

From coast to coast and through all four 
seasons, Michigan offers some of the most 
diverse and enjoyable fairs and festivals 
in the country.  Yes, fairs and festivals 
are great for the economy. Yes, they’re 
a terrific way for artists, entertainers, 
food producers, businesses and others 
to feature their products and creations. 
Yes, they’re a lot of fun and they have so 
much more to offer. 

For millions of people, they are the 
centerpiece of a lifetime of memories. A 
fair or festival may last only a few days, 
but the memories of those experiences 
can be shared for a lifetime.  

So, get out there! Create some memories 
with your friends and families and we 
hope to see you there!

Have an event you would like to get 
listed?  Contact their office at 989-845-
2080 for more information.

Visit MichiganFun.com to create your 
next memory!

Flint & Genesee Country
Michigan is a great state for a spring or 

summer time visit and a widely known 
destination for golf. However, golf in Flint 
& Genesee remains somewhat of a hidden 
treasure to many golf lovers, spectators 
and players alike who visit the region.

Those who like to spend a few days on 
the links have their choice of fourteen 
different courses all in or near Genesee 
County. Courses are easily accessible from 
our two major interstates and are only 
a few minutes’ drive from the beautiful 
Bishop International Airport (which 
boasts the lowest average airfare in the 
state). Golfers can easily put a fun-filled 
weekend together with over twenty-four 
unique lodging experiences, as well as 
dozens of fine dining offerings, craft 
beverage venues and vibrant nightlife 
options.

Some of the area’s more notable courses 
include Captain’s Club at Woodfield 
(Grand Blanc), Coyote Preserve Golf Club 
(Fenton), Fenton Farms Golf Club, and 
Sugarbush Club (Davison), each offering 
differing levels of difficulty. The Flint & 
Genesee Convention and Visitors Bureau 
is happy to assist golfers in putting to-

Michigan
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gether unique, discounted packages for 
any travel budget.

For fans of professional golf, Flint & 
Genesee is proud to once again host a 
major PGA event. The Ally Challenge 
presented by McLaren, returns July 27 
at Warwick Hills Country Club in Grand 
Blanc. During this PGA Tour Champions 
event, spectators can see some of their 
favorite golf legends at reasonable rates 
for any budget! This family-friendly event 
provides free admission for all children 
17 and under, as well as a concert experi-
ence. Come spend a few exciting days in 
Flint & Genesee: grab a Pro-Am ticket, a 
day-pass or weekend pass for the main 
event, or even get an all-access clubhouse 
pass. The hospitality and food options at 
this tournament will not be outmatched 
by any professional golf event, so this is 
a must-see. More information is available 
at theallychallenge.com. 

For the Plus 1’s and other non-golfers, 
Flint & Genesee offers an array of indoor 
and outdoor activities. For a taste of arts 
and culture, visit the Flint Cultural Cen-
ter, home to the state’s second-largest art 
museum and the nation’s most techno-
logically advanced planetarium. Those 
who like live performance can also catch 

Silver Beach in Saint Joseph, Southwest Michigan

Your Summer begins at VisitGrandHaven.com
Call 616.842.4499 for a FREE Visitors Guide
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a show at the historic Capitol Theatre, 
which was originally built in 1928 and 
re-opened in 2017 after a $32-million 
renovation. Those who like the outdoors 
can kayak up to 142 miles on the Flint 
River or visit For-Mar Nature Preserve 
and Arboretum for hiking, birdwatching 
and more. 

For more information, please visit www.
flintandgenesee.org/golf.

Coldwater Country
Located along the Old Sauk Trail, also 

known as US-12 Heritage Route, it’s 
halfway between Chicago and Detroit. 
Visitors will discover the charming com-
munities of Coldwater Country — Allen, 
Bronson, Coldwater, Colon, Quincy and 
Union City. 

A haven for relaxation on the water, 
the area is home to more than 100 lakes, 
including two chains of lakes. Reel in the 
catch of the day, enjoy a leisurely pontoon 
ride, or kayak the Union City Heritage Wa-
ter Trail, just one of nine water trails in 
Michigan. Download the free Coldwater 
Country Map-n-Tour app to have area 
trail maps available at your fingertips. 

New this year is the Aqua Pit. This 
inflatable aquatic playground features a 
multi-tiered obstacle course in the water, 
beach area, kayaking, paddle boarding 
and more. 

Step aboard an authentic 100-year-
old steam engine train and ride the rails 
aboard the historic Little River Railroad. 
Round trip rides depart from Coldwater. 

Spend the afternoon at the Adventure 
Zone with mini golf, go-carts, laser tag  
and a virtual reality lounge, perfect for the 
days when the weather doesn’t cooperate. 

Catch a performance at Tibbits Opera 
House. Constructed in 1882, it’s the sec-
ond oldest operating theatre in Michigan 
and offers year-round entertainment from 
classic films  to children’s theatre. Tibbits 
has developed an outstanding reputation 
for its professional summer theatre. USA 
Today called it one of “10 great places to 
see the lights way off Broadway.” 

Turn back the clock and catch a flick 
at the family-owned and operated Capri 
Drive-In. Presenting double features of top 
first run movies, the huge main screen, 
immaculate lot, great concessions and 
food, as well as a wonderful ambience 
make it the best in the Midwest!

Shop ‘til you drop in the many bou-

tiques and shops throughout the area. 
Dubbed Michigan’s Antique Capital, Allen 
has one of the largest concentrations of 
antiques dealers. The Allen Antique Mall  
features a vast selection of antiques and 
collectibles in Michigan’s Antique Capital 
on two-floors with over 25,000 square feet 
and 300 booths to choose from. 

Head to Colon to learn magic tricks and 
how to entertain a crowd. Home to three 
separate magic shops, countless activities 
and events, there’s always something hap-
pening in the Magic Capital of the World.

For over 80 years, Colon has hosted  
the annual Abbott’s Magic Get Together, 
one of the country’s largest magician’s 
conventions every August.

Don’t forget to check the website for 
additional information on the exciting 
events including food festivals to cars, 
boat parades and magic, taking place 
all year round. At the end of the day on 
the golf course and an exciting night on 
the town, check into one of the many 
Coldwater Country hotels. Located just 
minutes from the course, downtown 
and attractions, you’ll find the perfect 
place to stay. 

Visit ColdwaterCountry.com for more 
information.

Michigan

Mountain bike races in Marquette
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Southwest Michigan
Grab a hold of life and enjoy spring’s 

beauty in Southwest Michigan. Drive 
through the blossom-filled countryside, 
roll down your windows and breathe in 
the sweet scent of miles upon miles of 
orchards and vineyards. Stop along the 
way to taste the liquid artistry of award-
winning craft wineries, breweries and 
distilleries.

Follow the Lake Michigan shoreline 
and feel the fresh breezes waft across 
our beaches and towering sand dunes. 
Charter a fishing boat and catch trophy 
brown trout or Coho salmon. Walk out 
the North Pier and tour St. Joseph’s his-
toric lighthouses, open Memorial Day 
Weekend to Labor Day Weekend. Climb 
to the top and you’ll see for miles in ev-
ery direction. Shop for the latest spring 
fashions, one-of-a-kind art and antiques 
in their charming resort towns.

By mid-April, you can play on golf 
courses that make the game fun for 
beginners to international champions. 
This year, watch the exciting KitchenAid 
Senior PGA Championship live at Harbor 
Shores Golf Course, May 19-24. 

In late-May-June, area farmers begin 

welcoming you to pick your own or stop 
by their markets for the crispest asparagus, 
sweetest strawberries, juiciest cherries and 
freshest flowers. Local restaurants offer 
many of these farm-to-table delicacies 
on their menus.

Festivals fill spring with music, food 
and laughter. Don’t miss this year’s 
100+-year-old Blossomtime Festival in 
Benton Harbor/St. Joseph, April 18-May 
2, BBQ, Blues & Bluegrass Festival, May 
16, and the Makers Trail Festival, June 13.

For more ways to grasp spring’s beauty in 
Southwest Michigan, visit swmichigan.org.

Grand Haven
Lake Michigan washes over Grand Ha-

ven’s golden beaches, part of an unbroken 
strand extending 500 miles along the 
state’s western shore. Two lighthouses 
have watched over the harbor for more 
than a century. With miles of rolling 
dunes there are plenty of places to watch 
the sunset. There are over 100 miles of 
bike trails, countless parks, trolley rides, 
and the fabulous Musical Fountain. This 
25 minute synchronized water and light 
show is accompanied by a variety of 
music and a dazzling light show. It was 
the largest musical fountain in the world 

when it was built in 1962, holding the 
title until 1998.

Come this spring and take advantage of 
the sunshine by strolling along the board-
walk leading straight to their historic 
lighthouse and newly restored catwalk.  

See incredible kites, dancing in the 
skies to beautifully flown choreographed 
musical routines at the Kite Festival in 
Grand Haven, May 16-17.

Celebrate Memorial Day, May 25 in 
Coast Guard City, with parades in both 
Grand Haven and Spring Lake.

June is sure to bring fun with the 
warmer weather. Visit the Village of Spring 
Lake during the Spring Lake Heritage 
Festival (June 16-20) or get artsy at the 
Grand Haven Art Festival (June 27-28). 

Spring is also the perfect time to start 
planning your summer vacation. The 
Grand Haven Area is a premier beach 
town with fantastic shopping and din-
ing all within walking distance. July and 
August are bustling with events, including 
the Fourth of July parade and fireworks 
and the famous Coast Guard Festival, 
July 24-August 2.

For travel information about the Grand 
Haven Area, explore VisitGrandHaven .com.

{ GET A GRIP }

Don’t let spring slip by this year.  
Grab ahold of life in Southwest Michigan.  
Come play on championship golf courses. 

Breathe in the sweet scents of orchard blossoms. 
Reel in trophy fish. Tour a historic lighthouse.  

Sip refreshing craft wines and beers.  
Gather locally grown flowers in every hue.  

Stay awhile. Your memories of our  
breathtaking sunsets will hang on forever.

SM0024 Crossings Magazine-Spring 2020.indd   1 2/4/20   4:25 PM
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Marquette County
Springtime in Marquette is often un-

predictable, but one thing is for certain, 
no matter what the forecast — there’s 
no shortage of adventure. With the im-
minent snowmelt and warmer weather, 
getting outside has never felt better than 
after a long winter. 

Spring is the perfect time to check out 
Marquette County’s long list of waterfalls. 
When the snow melts, the waterfalls 
are at their best. Hike to any of the 12 
most popular falls for a natural rush. 
Visit TravelMarquetteMichigan.com/
marquette-county-waterfall-map for your 
free Marquette County Waterfall map. 
Spring is also a great time to take a hike, 
break out the mountain bike, or go for a 
quick paddle around Presque Isle. 

Surrounded by glacier-hewn bluffs 
with breathtaking views and boasting 
diverse landscapes—from rock forma-
tions to dense hardwoods—Marquette 
County is the ideal setting for almost 
every outdoor activity. 

Presque Isle Park is one of Marquette 
County’s most popular retreats. This 323-
acre forested peninsula extends into the 
water offering visitors unmatched views 

of Lake Superior. A nearly two-mile scenic 
roadway is accessible by foot, bike or car.

Marquette has gained national acclaim 
as a premier mountain bike destination 
with over 150 miles of singletrack. If you 
prefer a more leisurely ride, there are also 
excellent paved paths for cycling. The 
Noquemanon Trail Network (NTN) was 
built with all rider styles and skills in 
mind, including flow, technical, jump, 
free ride, downhill, dual slalom and trails 
for kids/beginners. 

According to Golf Digest, Michigan 
is widely considered as one of the best 
states for golf in the country. In fact, 
the Heritage Course is Marquette Golf 
Club’s original course, opened in 1926, 
Marquette Golf Club’s Greywalls course, 
is a natural wonder and a testament to 
the rugged beauty of the Marquette area.

Defined by its untouched surround-
ings and abundance of outdoor activi-
ties paired with a growing culinary and 
brewery scene, Marquette County is the 
Upper Peninsula’s largest community and 
one of the best small towns to visit. The 
largest city in the U.P. may be classified 
as a small town, but visitors find it the 
perfect blend of big city pleasures set 
amid a pristine wilderness.

Finish your adventure with a burger 
and award-winning microbrew or a top 
shelf martini and tenderloin. Other lo-
cal dining options feature fresh-caught 
whitefish, farm-to-table trends and even 
a selection of locally roasted coffees or 
handcrafted cocktails.

A variety of events fill the calendar with 
fun activities, great food and treasured 
memories. The Way Up Music Festival runs 
April 16-19 with two world class festival 
stages featuring a wide variety of artists 
and musical genres. 

The sixth annual Art Week, June 22-27 
features local artists, arts organizations 
and businesses coming together to put 
on a week-long series of special events, 
concerts, workshops and performances. 

The family-friendly Marquette Trails 
Festival is June 26-28. A full roster of 
Mountain Bike races start and finish at 
Marquette Mountain Ski Area.

 Take a self-guided walking tour past 
some of downtown Marquette’s most sce-
nic and historic districts. Highlights in-
clude  the 1884 Saint Peter Cathedral,the 
Father Marquette statue and park and the 
Lower Harbor Ore Dock.

Plan your adventure at TravelMar-
quetteMichigan.com.

Michigan
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can run off the calories at the Traverse 
City Trail Running Festival, which offers 
a series of races through the rugged Pere 
Marquette Forest.

May brings Michigan Wine Month and 
Traverse City Uncorked, a month-long 
celebration of grapes. Awaken your taste 
buds with food and wine pairings dur-
ing the Leelanau Peninsula Wine Trail’s 
Spring Sip & Savor event or sample the 
wines from the Wineries of Old Mission 
Peninsula at their annual Blossom Day.

May is the perfect time to visit the 
region. Bring your wheels for the Mud, 
Sweat and Beers fat tire and mountain 
bike race. Lace up your running shoes for 
the North Mitten Half Marathon at Crystal 
Mountain Resort or the popular Bayshore 
Marathon on Old Mission Peninsula. Or, 
for a slower pace, enjoy a leisurely stroll 
through the Downtown Traverse City Art 
Walk, an evening of art, food and music.

Through April showers and May flow-
ers, golfers delight in early-season rates, 
and northern Michigan’s 25 diverse 
courses. Designer courses like The Bear 
by Jack Nicklaus (Grand Traverse Resort 
and Spa) and The Legend by Arnold Palmer 
(Shanty Creek Resort) are nestled between 
blue bays and green forests, making it 

S
Traverse City’s Eternal Spring

easy to see why Traverse City is one of 
the Midwest’s premier golf destinations. 

No matter what your Traverse City 
spring getaway looks like, you’ll discover 
adventure, natural beauty and endless 
events in a pretty great place. 

Start planning your trip at traversecity.com.

Park Place Hotel
The elegant downtown Park Place 

Hotel, is the only hotel and conference 
facility located in the heart of downtown 
Traverse City. It’s just steps from down-
town shops and restaurants or an easy 
stroll to the bay and beach. 

Traverse City’s historic, landmark hotel 
has come to occupy a prominent and 
cherished role in the area. The  Park  Place  
has hosted  luminaries  from  the  world  
of entertainment,  business,  politics  and 
the arts. The gracious accommodations, 
memorable views, thoughtful amenities 
and comprehensive services make this a 
very special place.

Each of 140 tastefully decorated guest 
rooms and suites are carefully appointed 
and feature lovely views of Boardman 
Lake and Grand Traverse Bay. Amenities 
include a coffee maker, mini refrigerator, 
microwave and complimentary Wi-Fi. 

The Park Place Hotel & Conference 
Center is a classically modern facility 
customized to accommodate a variety 
of groups, corporate meetings and much 
more.

The newly-renovated Tower Rooms, 
blend contemporary  design and ameni-
ties with a historic location and a new 
indoor pool facility, complete with 
whirlpool, splash pad and fitness room.  

Minervas Restaurant & Bar on the lobby 
level, offers upscale but comfortable 
atmosphere,  for  breakfast,  lunch  and 
dinner with a full menu of steaks, chops, 
seafood and more. Minervas also features 
happy hour food and drink specials.

The Beacon Lounge on the 10th floor 
provides a very memorable setting, over-
looking Traverse City and Grand Traverse 
Bay and serves a full range of cocktails, 
appetizers, pizzas and desserts.

Come experience the Park Place Hotel 
and Conference Center, in beautiful Tra-
verse City, Michigan! 

Start planning your visit now by visiting 
www.park-place-hotel.com.

pring is in the air in Traverse 
City, Michigan. Shake off the 
chill of winter with a walk in 
the woods or wine tasting with 

a view. Cherry blossoms are in bloom, 
golf courses are open and the water is 
just warm enough to dip your toes in…
for a moment, at least. 

Over the next few months, Traverse 
City offers plenty of ways to celebrate the 
changing seasons. (And after a Michigan 
winter, you know how important the 
return of spring can be!) This April, take 
time out to refocus on your mental and 
physical wellbeing with Traverse City’s 
Wellness Month, when spas, yoga studios 
and local businesses offer special events 
and discounts. 

Looking to unplug completely? Re-
connect with nature in the unspoiled 
beauty of Sleeping Bear Dunes National 
Lakeshore during National Park Week. 
Nothing is more peaceful than looking 
out over Lake Michigan from high atop 
a golden sand dune.

While you’re in the area, treat yourself 
to foodie events like the Traverse City 
Chocolate Festival or the Bellaire Farmer 
& Artisan Market, open every Friday in 
April. Don’t worry about indulging—you 

BY RENU SAGGAR

Shopping in Downtown Traverse City
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amed the “Prettiest Town in 
Michigan” by Architectural 
Digest in 2018, Holland con-
tinues to delight!

It’s TulipTime in Holland 

meats, cheeses and breads. On Saturdays 
in the summer, you’ll even find local 
chefs offering cooking demonstrations 
at the market.

And speaking of downtown, if you like 
food and history, be sure to sign up for a 
“walking food tour” of downtown Hol-
land! The 3 hour ‘Holland Tasting Tours’ 
are offered Tuesday through Saturday . Led 
by a true Holland “foodie”, you’ll walk 
and eat your way through town while 
learning about Holland’s history and the 
interesting “cast of characters” that made 
their town what it is today! For more 
information and to make reservations, 
check out www.hollandtastingtours.com. 
(Advance reservations are suggested.)

You may also want to swing by the 
downtown office of the Holland Visitors 
Bureau (78 East 8th Street) to pick up a 
“Handcrafted Passport” filled with 17 
artisan establishments offering locally-
crafted beer, wine, ciders and spirits. 
With your Passport in hand, sip an artisan 
beverage or sample a pint or flight at one 
of the participating establishments, then 
have your Passport stamped with their 
special “stamp”. When you have 10 or 
more stamps, have your Passport verified 
at the Visitors Bureau and receive a com-
plimentary specially-designed “hand-
crafted in Holland” bar blade. (Passports 
are free and available to anyone over 21.) 

And be sure to visit Holland’s newest 
free outdoor exhibit featuring the Wizard 
of Oz! L. Frank Baum is said to have writ-
ten parts of The Wonderful Wizard of Oz 
while staying at his family’s cottage just 
minutes from downtown! In Centennial 
Park, annuals are used to create a seasonal 
10’ X 12’ floral “open book” cover of this 
classic novel, while just across the street, 
on the grounds of Herrick District Library, 
you’ll find life-sized bronze Wizard of Oz 
sculptures, including Dorothy, Toto, a 12 
½ foot Fighting Tree with a Flying Mon-
key, the Tin Man, Scarecrow, a Munchkin  
and 1,000 lb Lion! The Wicked Witch of 
the West is arriving in late April! More 
info at www.hollandozproject.com.

With 2,000 hotel rooms you’re sure to 
find accommodations to fit your budget. For 
more information, and to find a complete 
list of “Holland Happenings” visit www.
holland.org. 

N
Join them May 2 – 10 as they celebrate 

the 91st anniversary of their internation-
ally-acclaimed Tulip Time Festival. Three 
parades, headline entertainment, 800 
“klompen dancers” in authentic Dutch 
costumes and wooden shoes and millions 
of tulips bursting forth in growing fields 
and city parks await you.

Tour 260-year-old DeZwaan, a working 
windmill that arrived from the Nether-
lands in the mid-60’s. Stroll the 36-acre 
grounds overflowing with 125,000 tulips. 
Meet the only Dutch-certified miller in 
North America and watch as she grinds 
locally-sourced winter wheat into flour 
and corn into meal.

Visit Veldheer Gardens (4,000,000 tulips) 
and DeKlomp Wooden Shoe & Delftware 
Factory, the only production delftware 
factory in the US. Nelis’ Dutch Village is a 
re-creation of a 100-year-old small Dutch 
town, complete with canals, costumed 
guides and of course, tulips! If Tulip Time 
doesn’t fit into your plans, Dutch attrac-
tions are open from late April through 
the end of September.

BY RENU SAGGAR

Holland’s award-winning downtown 
boasts cobblestone sidewalks, Victorian 
streetlights and 100 shops, galleries, 
eateries and microbreweries, most of 
them independently-owned. Thursday 
evenings in the summer, street perform-
ers of all genres entertain locals and visi-
tors alike.  The downtown-area Farmer’s 
Market — open Wednesdays and Satur-
days (from mid-May to mid-December) 
— features over 90 vendors offering the 
freshest locally-sourced produce, flowers, 

Dorothy, Toto and Tin Man sculptures at Holland’s Wizard of Oz outdoor exhibit

Holland’s downtown Farmer’s Market
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outh Carolina’s most 
beautiful barrier is-
land is the perfect 

Fripp Island Golf & Beach Resort

haven for those looking to 
welcome an early spring or 
plan a summer vacation. With 
two beautiful golf courses along 
with 3.5 miles of uncrowded, 
unspoiled beaches, Fripp Island 
Golf & Beach Resort offers a 
vacation and golf experience 
you’ll remember always.

Named one of the “100 Best 
Golf Resorts in North America” 
by Links Magazine, Ocean Point, 
designed by George Cobb offers 
dramatic views of the Atlantic and a true sense of playing an 
authentic links-style course. Ocean breezes prevail and both the 
front and back nine finish against a backdrop of the Atlantic 
Ocean. Ocean Creek, Davis Love III’s first signature course, winds 
along the great salt marsh, offering spectacular lowcountry vistas.

Not a golfer? Not a problem. With eight fast-dry and two hard 
courts, tennis and pickleball are year-round sports at Fripp. The 
Nature and Activity Center is run by a knowledgeable staff who will 
both entertain and educate you while exploring the island by 
bike, trail or kayak. Complete a fun arts & crafts project or keep 
your love of learning alive with the opportunity to learn about 

S local plants and animals. As a 
Certified Wildlife Habitat and 
an Audubon Important Area, 
you’ll find an abundance of 
wildlife here. Deer roam freely, 
dolphins frolic in the inlet and 
Fripp Island is also home to 
over 100 species of birds. 

Comfortable, well-equipped 
vacation rentals range  from 
one to eight bedrooms, with a 
fine selection of quality rental 
homes and villas, ranging from 
oceanfront, to scenic and golf 
views. The Beach Club, Fripp 
Island’s favorite fine dining 

experience boasts wonderful ocean views from every table and 
the finest in steak and seafood.

Neighboring Beaufort is a treasure trove of historical sites and 
has a vibrant arts community as well. Even closer is St. Helena, 
home to The Penn Center and Gullah culture. Take a carriage 
ride under century old oaks dripping in Spanish moss, or enjoy 
a cup of coffee on the swings in the picturesque waterfront park.

Come fall in love with this beautiful island and experience 
the hospitality, slower pace and quiet splendor of the South 
Carolina lowcountry.

Visit them online at frippislandresort.com. 

Fripp Island has over 100 species of birds. Image: Brian Smith

    On South Carolina’s most beautiful barrier island is a great family 
friendly spot for your summer vacation. With two championship 
golf courses, tennis, fi shing, biking, swimming, Camp Fripp 
for kids, unspoiled beaches and more, Fripp Island will turn a 
weeklong vacation into memories that will last a lifetime. 

 855-256-1766     FrippIslandResort.com

On South Carolina’s most beautiful barrier island is a great family 
friendly spot for your summer vacation. With two championship 
golf courses, tennis, fi shing, biking, swimming, Camp Fripp 
for kids, unspoiled beaches and more, Fripp Island will turn a 

Southern Hospitality at its fi nest. The weather’s not bad either.
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f all you know about Newark is the 
airport you’re in for a surprise. Au-
thor Philip Roth romanticized his 
hometown in novels like Portnoy’s I

Complaint and The Plot Against America. 
Located just across the Hudson River from 
New York City, Newark is now earning 
accolades for its burgeoning culinary and 
cultural scene. Hip galleries like Aljira, a 
Center for Contemporary Art and City 
Without Walls are part of a vibrant arts 
renaissance. 

One of the most ethnically diverse cit-
ies in America, Newark is a multicultural 
mashup whose residents celebrate their 
heritage easily and often. The Brazilian 
Independence Day Festival, held over Labor 
Day weekend, is one of Newark’s largest 
annual celebrations.  

Just steps from Newark Penn Station 
The Ironbound exudes old world style. 
Located on the banks of the Passaic River, 
the district is renowned for its Portuguese, 
Spanish and Brazilian fare. It’s the place 
to be seen once the sun goes down.

A 10-minute walk from Newark Penn 
Station is Newark Museum. Collections 
include Ballantine House, an 1885 
mansion, a room of paintings by Joseph 
Stella and impressive collections of Na-
tive American and African-American 
art. The Tibetan collection is revered as 
one of the world’s finest and includes a 

here, including Frank Sinatra and Bruce 
Springsteen.

With the majestic Cathedral Basilica 
of the Sacred Heart as a backdrop Branch 
Brook Park is an American treasure with 
over 5,300 cherry trees — that’s 1000 
more than Washington DC, but who’s 
counting? Designed by famed landscape 
architect Frederick Law Olmstead, who 
also created NYC’s Central Park, Branch 
Brook is home to a large lake and Monarch 
Meadow, a newly established butterfly 
garden. The annual Cherry Blossom 
Festival takes place April 4 to 19. 

Hockey fans can take in a New Jersey 
Devils game in the Prudential Center. Af-
fectionately known as “The Rock,” the 
center also  hosts concerts, wrestling  and 
other special events. 

Military Park is home to some of New 
Jersey’s most famous monuments and 
historical points of interest. “Wars of 
America” a monument created by Gutzon 
Borglum, the sculptor of Mount Rush-
more, attracts visitors from near and far. 
Recently revitalized, the park now plays 
host to great concerts, farmers markets 
and is the place for yoga and tai chi.

North America’s biggest festival of 
its kind the Dodge Poetry Festival takes 
place October 22nd to 25th. For four 
days Newark’s vibrant downtown Arts 
District hosts some of the world’s most 
celebrated, diverse and vibrant poets and 
spoken word artists, from Poets Laureate 
to Slam Champions.

Visit www.newarkhappening.com.

There’s Something About Newark

BY RENU SAGGAR

Cherry Blossoms in Branch Brook Park

Buddhist altar consecrated by the Dalai 
Lama himself.

The Grammy Museum Experience, which 
opened in Newark’s Prudential Center in 
2017, is an interactive, experiential mu-
seum devoted to the history and winners 
of the Grammy Awards. Cutting-edge 
exhibits and interactive experiences help 
guests explore a host of musical genres. 
Learn how to rap, or take a drum lesson 
with the E Street Band’s Max Weinberg. 
Some of New Jersey’s most famous stars 
and homegrown talent are featured 

Portugal Day Festival in Newark

NewarkHappening.com D
IS
C
O
V
E
R

Newark is a happening place, just eight short miles from Manhattan. This thriving city 
offers first class entertainment, an array of dining options, and a thriving arts and sports 
scene. From the largest collection of cherry blossoms in the nation, to one of the country’s 
highest grossing arenas, Newark provides access that is unparalleled to any destination 
on the East Coast.            
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Newark is a happening place, just eight short miles from Manhattan. This thriving city 
offers first class entertainment, an array of dining options, and a thriving arts and sports 
scene. From the largest collection of cherry blossoms in the nation, to one of the country’s 
highest grossing arenas, Newark provides access that is unparalleled to any destination 
on the East Coast.            
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after dark if you are 21 and older for a 
unique party atmosphere.  Seasonal Field 
Station: Dinosaurs outdoor dinosaur and 
science expedition will reopen in June 
with all new games, shows and activi-
ties along with 31 life-sized animatronic 
dinosaurs.

 Outdoor enthusiasts can take free bird 
walks guided by the New Jersey Sports 
and Exposition Authority and the Bergen 
County Audubon Society, or enjoy bird 
watching, and water activities like canoe-
ing or kayaking or on an eco-cruise with 
the Hackensack Riverkeeper. If you prefer 
dry land, stroll one of The Meadowlands’ 
many free public parks. 

 Foodies will enjoy The Meadowlands’ 
dining diversity with everything from 
delis to diners to multi-course French, 
Italian and Spanish restaurants just to 
name a few. 

 The Meadowlands Region encompasses 
North Jersey from the George Washing-
ton Bridge, to the Statue of Liberty, and 
between the Hudson and Hackensack 
Rivers and is easily accessible from Newark 
Liberty International Airport, as well as 
major U.S. roadways, including the New 
Jersey Turnpike. Access is also available 
by train via Penn Station.

 The Meadowlands Live! Convention 
and Visitors Bureau, a division of the 
Meadowlands Chamber, was created 
in 2004 to promote The Meadowlands’ 
unique sports, entertainment, ecological, 
cultural assets as an emerging primary 
destination as well as an alternative to 
New York City to attract new and ex-
tended visits.

 The MC and the MLCVB played crucial 
roles in bringing international sporting 
and entertainment events to The Mead-
owlands including the 2014 Super Bowl, 
two WrestleMania events, most recently 
in April 2019, The 2020 Transplant Games 
to take place this July, the 2021 Army-
Navy Game to coincide with the 20th 
Anniversary of 9/11 and the 2026 World 
Cup.  It also continues to lead the public 
debate surrounding issues that will affect 
the growth of the region.  

For more information, please visit the ML-
CVB at www.mlcvb.com. To begin planning, 
visit the Meadowlands Live CVB at www.
meadowlandslive.com.

ig Apple-bound travelers this 
summer should begin planning 
their trip by visiting The Mead-
owlands. The Meadowlands B

Live! Convention and Visitors Bureau, 
recently opened a new Visitors Center 
and launched an enhanced web site at 
www.meadowlandslive.com. Both were 
created to be the nexus of information 
about The Meadowlands Region of met-
ropolitan New Jersey. It’s for New York 
Metro-area visitors looking to get the 
most out of their stay. 

 The Meadowlands offers more than 
11,000 hotel rooms at over 40 hotels that 
are often the same names and amenities 
as those found in NYC, but with more 
reasonable pricing. Some say it is an 
easier trip to Midtown Manhattan than 
from many other parts of New York City.  
Consider your travel to NYC as part of 
the experience when done via the NY 
Waterway’s cost-effective and frequent 
ferries across the Hudson River.

 Highlights of The Meadowlands robust 
entertainment, dining and shopping 
options include the much anticipated 
American Dream Mall. Inside, thrill seekers 
are flocking to the recently-opened Nick-
elodeon Universe amusement park with 35 
rides, five of which are roller coasters. Ski-
ers and snow boarders can enjoy Big Snow, 
North America’s first and only indoor, 

There’s More to the Meadowlands

BY RENU SAGGAR

year-round ski and real snow resort, and 
the NHL regulation The Rink for ice skating 
and hockey. This spring more than 350 
shops, services and amenities, including 
more than 20 full-service restaurants will 
join It’s Sugar’s three stories and 22,000 
square feet of candy, gifts and novelties.

 Also just across the highway from 
American Dream, is MetLife Stadium 
where international K-Pop phenomenon 
BTS will return to play on May 23rd and 
24th. The new XFL’s NY Guardians play 
their home games throughout the spring 
in March and April.

 Families can enjoy dinner while watch-
ing jousting competitions at Medieval 
Times, or get exhilarated with electric go-
kart racing at RPM Raceway. Nearby Liberty 
Science Center offers hands on learning 
experiences and the largest planetarium 
in the Western Hemisphere ,or visit LSC 

The Dreamworks Water Park at American Dream Mall

Paddling with the Hackensack Riverkeeper
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Contact line: 877-MLCVB-US meadowlandslive.com

NJ’S MOST EXCITING 
DESTINATION!

MLCVB received funding through a grant from the NJ Department of State, Division of Travel and Tourism. 

Enjoy Dozens of Local Attractions 
from Birding to Jousting Live in the 
Meadowlands.

From Dining at Some of the Best 
Restaurants Anywhere to World 
Class Shopping.

From Major Sporting Events to the 
Liberty Science Center.

From Nickelodeon Universe Theme 
Park, featuring over 35 rides, 
rollercoasters and attractions, to 
Big Snow, North America’s only 
indoor real-snow, year round ski 
and snow resort (at American 
Dream, now open!)!

American Dream Entertainment/Retail Destination
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Paddler at the Statue of Liberty

ust eight kilometres from crowd-
ed Times Square, travellers can 
find an unexpected locale: Hud-

son County, New Jersey which is west 
of Manhattan along the Hudson River. 
With significantly fewer tourists than 
neighbouring Manhattan and shortcuts 
to major landmarks, we’re betting it 
won’t stay that way for long. A diverse 
culinary scene with a staggering array 
of award-winning restaurants, cafés and 
bistros, great value hotels with rooftop 
dining, seating along the Hudson River 
and splendid New York City skyline views. 

Stay in Hudson County to visit the 
brand new American Dream Mall, a 3 
million sq.ft., first of its kind community 
for fashion and luxury retail, fine to ca-
sual dining and an array of unexpected 
entertainment, plus 350 retail shops, set 
to open in the spring and summer 2020.

The fastest, most direct access to the 
Statue of Liberty/Ellis Island is from Lib-
erty State Park in Jersey City. Board at 
the Statue Cruises slip near the historic 
Central Terminal Railroad building. There 
is a new way to experience history at The 
Statue of Liberty Museum which is the most 
monumental addition to Liberty Island 
since Lady Liberty herself. It allows mil-
lions more visitors to enjoy the Statue 
of Liberty experience and be inspired by 
her history and message of freedom and 
opportunity. 

Hudson County is one of the most 
culturally diverse places in the United 
States and no where is this more apparent 
than its food scene. Take Son Cubano, a 
trendy restaurant with vintage vibes from 
glamourous 1950s Cuba. This waterfront 
institution pairs cultural classics like 
churrasco and ropa vieja with late-night 
fun, live music and festive dancing fill the 
West New York hot spot every weekend.

Travel through the mists of time to 
a forgotten age and a tale of devotion, 
courage and love. That’s exactly what 
you will experience at Medieval Times 
Dinner & Tournament in Lyndhurst. North 
America’s most popular dinner attraction 
features heroic knights on beautiful hors-
es, astounding feats, thrilling swordplay 
and a “hands-on” feast. 

Dining options abound in Hoboken. 
With long-standing establishments like 
the classic Amanda’s Restaurant and the 

Hop on Over to Hudson County

J

upscale Blue Eyes Restaurant (named 
after former resident Frank Sinatra).The 
Elysian Cafe not only cooks up some of 
the best bites it’s also the city’s oldest 
continually operated bar and restaurant. 
This circa 1895 saloon masqueraded as a 
“beauty parlor” (cough, speakeasy) during 
Prohibition. Today, the Hoboken staple 
serves French fare for brunch, lunch and 
dinner. Cozy up at the front bar where 
antique décor pairs with TVs for game 
day or choose an outdoor table — the 
perfect spot to watch the hustle, bustle of 
Hoboken’s main drag, Washington Street. 

Come happy hour, there’s no better 
place to pony up for creative cocktails 
than The Archer, a rustic, lodge-inspired 
bar on Newark Avenue, in Jersey City. 
This swanky hangout serves imagina-
tive concoctions like the Tijuana Lady 
(tequila, Licor 43, lime and angostura 
bitters) and the St. Charles Punch (Co-
gnac, port, lemon and simple syrup). The 
Archer serves equally inspired appetizers, 
from duck poutine to braised oxtail toast. 
If restaurant-hopping is your thing, head 
down Newark Avenue to Skinner’s Loft, 
Porta and Roman Nose on Jersey City’s 
ever-expanding restaurant row.

Weehawken’s Sheraton Lincoln Harbor 
Hotel is adjacent to the NY Waterway ferry 
line’s Lincoln Harbor stop. Guests can 
travel to and from Midtown Manhattan 
in less than 10 minutes. If you score a 
waterfront room, the sunrise over Man-
hattan’s skyline is worth every minute 
of missed sleep. Or head south along the 
Hudson waterfront to the Hyatt Regency 
Jersey City, a posh, four-star hotel facing 
the One World Trade Center. The hotel is a 
quick walk from the Exchange Place PATH 
train station, which connects to NYC.  

Come football season, Jets and Giants 
fans flock to East Rutherford for tailgat-
ing and spirited revelry. Embassy Suites by 
Hilton Secaucus Meadowlands offers cozy 
and convenient lodging in the heart of 
the Jets and Giants action. The hotel of-
fers free shuttle connections to and from 
Meadowlands Sports Complex. After a long 
day of cheering, relax in their indoor pool 
and tropical atrium.

For more info see visithudson.org.

BY RENU SAGGAR
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RESTAURANTS

Nestled along the Hudson River 
directly across from NYC, Hudson 
County sits as New Jersey’s jewel, 
boasting a rich heritage, a diverse 
makeup, majestic views, extraordinary 
cuisine, and a host of cultural events, 
festivals, and landmarks.

A
s an affordable and unique option to staying in Manhattan, Hudson 

County offers you the closest ferry access to the Statue of Liberty, 

Ellis Island and other NYC attractions. It sits along the Hudson River 

where you can view the majestic NYC skyline from a number of fantastic res-

taurants, hotels and promenades. Distinct offerings, in a range of culturally-

rich settings, from economical to luxurious, including the new waterfront 

Hyatt House, featuring a magnificent retractable rooftop bar overlooking the 

Manhattan skyline.

Beyond its convenience and affordability, Hudson County has so much to 

offer. Cruise or kayak the Hudson River or stroll and cycle the waterfront 

promenade. Enjoy the festivities all year long with music and arts festivals, 

numerous performing arts venues and visuals arts galleries, street fairs, and 

celebrations of Hudson County’s cuisine.

If sports are your thing, Hudson County is home to the Red Bulls professional 

soccer team in Harrison, and you are minutes away from the NJ Devils, the 

NY Knicks, the NY Jets and the NY Giants when they each play at home!

A stunning selection of award-winning dining options provide you the choice 

of sumptuous steak and seafood in elegant settings, or unique offerings that 

please the palate in ways that represent the cultural diversity of Hudson 

County’s cuisine. You can also enjoy a sampling of unique breweries and 

pubs, and of course, Hudson County’s own Cake Boss.

Take in all the sights, sounds, and cultural richness that this beautiful region 

has to offer and you will quickly learn why the fastest growing area in New 

Jersey is Hudson County.

Looking to enjoy Hudson County with just a few hours? 

We did all the planning for you!

HC Hot Spots are the most iconic locations for food 

lovers, thrill seekers, bargain hunters, and sports fanatics!
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As an affordable and unique option to staying in 
Manhattan, Hudson County offers you the closest 
ferry access to the Statue of Liberty, Ellis Island 
and other NYC attractions. It sits along the Hudson 
River where you can view the majestic NYC skyline 
from a number of fantastic restaurants, hotels  
and promenades. Distinct offerings, in a range  
of culturally rich settings, from economical to  
luxurious, including the new waterfront Hyatt 
House, featuring a magnificent retractable  
rooftop bar overlooking the Manhattan skyline.

Beyond its convenience and affordability, Hudson 
County has so much to offer. Cruise or kayak the 
Hudson River or stroll and cycle the waterfront 
promenade. Enjoy the festivities all year long with 
music and arts festivals, numerous performing arts 
venues and visuals arts galleries, street fairs, and 
celebrations of Hudson County’s cuisine.

If sports are your thing, Hudson County is home to 
the Red Bulls professional soccer team in Harrison, 
and you are minutes away from the NJ Devils, the 
NY Knicks, the NY Jets and the NY Giants when 

they each play at home! A stunning selection of 
award-winning dining options provide you the 
choice of sumptuous steak and seafood in elegant 
settings, or unique offerings that please the palate 
in ways that represent the cultural diversity of  
Hudson County’s cuisine. You can also enjoy a 
sampling of unique breweries and pubs, and of 
course, Hudson County’s own Cake Boss.

Take in all the sights, sounds, and cultural richness 
that this beautiful region has to offer and you will 
quickly learn why the fastest growing area in New 
Jersey is Hudson County.

Looking to enjoy Hudson County 
with just a few hours? We did all the 
planning for you!

HC Hot Spots are the most iconic  
locations for food lovers, thrill seekers, 
bargain hunters, and sports fanatics!

VISITHUDSON.ORG
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savvy up to sizzling nightlife.
Prepare for action packed 

excitement at RPM Raceway! 
This state-of-the-art indoor 
karting facility features the 
fastest electric cars in the US, 
with speeds of 45-mph on 
tracks developed by NASCAR 
racers. Shoppers can check 
out Newport Centre. The mall 
offers three levels of shopping 
in the heart of the Newport 
Hudson Waterfront Commu-
nity. Conveniently located 
adjacent to the Holland Tun-
nel, the center features more 
than 130 specialty shops and 

department stores. Level 3 features an 11 screen cinema and a 
Dining Pavilion with over 19 eateries. 

Summer in Jersey City is packed full of diverse cultural 
festivals and food festivals like Midnight Market and Project 
Eats! Jersey City hosts the largest Independence Day (July 4th) 
celebration in the region with first class entertainment and it’s 
free. The first weekend in October is all about Art. Visitors tour 
private studios, galleries, public art and pop-up spaces. Artists 
can introduce their work to the public and make connections. 

Make your next destination Jersey city! Visit jcmakeityours.com 
for more information.

ersey City, NJ, gives 
you the excitement 
of Manhattan — at a 

Finding Your Joy in Jersey City

fraction of the cost. With the 
Statue of Liberty at their door-
step, world-class restaurants 
and hotels, quick and easy ac-
cess to NYC, Jersey City is an 
unbeatable bargain.

Set near the Statue of Liberty 
in Jersey City’s Liberty State Park, 
the world-renowned Liberty Sci-
ence Center features the nation’s 
largest IMAX dome theater and 
the Jennifer Chalsty Planetarium, 
the largest in the western hemi-
sphere. The 1,212-acre park is 
an urban oasis and you can catch ferries to both the Statue 
of Liberty and Ellis Island, only 2,000 feet away. Pop into the 
park’s Central Railroad Terminal of New Jersey and explore the 
historic depot. Stroll the historic downtown area, from the 
waterfront landmark Colgate Clock, through the Powerhouse 
Arts District, home to some of the city’s many talented artists. 

Sample some of the city’s multicultural influences with a 
vast array of food options from Korean and Indian, to Filipino 
and Cuban. Liberty House Restaurant located in Liberty State 
Park, features expansive, unobstructed views of the New York 
City skyline. Sit back and enjoy the spectacular NYC skyline or 

J

Liberty House Restaurant in Jersey City, framed by the New York City skyline
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Finding your way through an unknown 
environment in the dark makes you realize 
how much we rely on sight. 

Then explore the Infinity Climber. Crawl, 
scramble and balance your way through 
the world’s first suspended climbing play 
space. Explore its multiple routes and 
pathways that will take you as high as 
35 feet above the floor. Finally, strap on 
a harness and step out along a steel beam 
in the Skyscraper exhibit, just as construc-
tion workers do.

Everyone loves Pixelpalooza, their 
wall-sized video game. Families can work 
together to uncover a hidden picture by 
waving and leaping around to clear pixels 
from a huge screen. When the countdown 
clock expires, the system grabs your 
photos to share on Twitter or Facebook.

End your visit in the Science Center’s 
thrilling space theater — the Jennifer 
Chalsty Planetarium. This stunning space 
boasts an 89-foot domed screen with a 
resolution of 88 million pixels and 30,000 
watts of digital sound.

Plan your visit today at lsc.org.

iberty Science Center is the top 
destination in uber-cool Jersey 
City, often referred to as New 

Weird Science at Liberty Science Center

York’s Sixth Borough. This award-winning 
museum is crammed with great things to 
do and see for ages 2 and up, including 
the largest planetarium outside of Asia.  

The Science Center houses 12 museum 
exhibition halls, an animal collection 
with 110 species, including naked mole 
rats and piranha fish, giant aquariums, a 
3D theater, hurricane- and tornado-force 
wind simulators and more. Starting in 
May, 2020, guests can visit the outdoor 
Dino Dig exhibit and search through 
tons of sand to uncover authentic dino-

L

saur casts representing the most famous 
Montana fossil beds. Excavate authentic, 
full-sized dinosaur casts from the Triassic, 
Jurassic and Cretaceous periods and as a 
bonus enjoy gorgeous Manhattan views. 

On any given day at LSC you may en-
counter amazing new technology, science 
demonstrations on lightning, rockets, or 
liquid nitrogen, special science challenges 
and more. Seasonal fun includes a really 
scary haunted house, a fall farm festival, 
year’s-end celebrations and more. Check 
LSC.org to see what’s going on now!

Use your senses to navigate the 80-foot, 
crawl-through, pitch-black Touch Tunnel, 
one of LSC’s most legendary exhibitions. 

The Dino Dig

Infinity Climber

THEY’LL BE 
STARRY EYED

Welcome your patrons 
to America’s largest 

planetarium.

groups@lsc.org

BY RENU SAGGAR
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F
Carnival Legend Sails the Mediterranean

rom wonders of the ancient 
world and heroes of antiquity 
to 20th century jazz masters, 
legendary people and places 

inspired the interior design of Carnival 
Legend Introduced in 2002, the 88,500-
ton, 2,124-passenger “Fun Ship” rep-
resented one the final installments of 
what Carnival euphemistically termed 
“entertainment architecture.”

The island of Rhodes provided the 
inspiration for the Legend’s Atrium. A 
towering nine-deck-high lobby features 
a mural of the Colossus of Rhodes, a 
150-foot-tall bronze statue that stood in 
the city’s harbor as one of the seven won-
ders of the ancient world. The Enchanted 
Forest promenade features ancient tree 
trunks with light that seems filtered 
through the leaves of an oak arbor.

Take a dip in the Camelot and Avalon 
pools, wish for fortune at Club Merlin 
Casino, and taste something savory at 
Truffles Restaurant. The Golden Fleece 
Steakhouse is where a great multi-course 
meal takes on mythic proportions.

Giant three-and-a-half foot-high Me-
dusa heads cover the walls in Medusa’s 
Lair dance club with strands of snake-like 
hair ending in a snake’s head with lighted 

BY RENU SAGGAR 

eyes. Thanks to a sophisticated lighting 
system, the heads appear to move and 
change in time with the music.

Eighty percent of Carnival Legend’s 
staterooms have ocean views and eighty 
percent of those have private balconies. 
A 2018 refurbishment has added many 
of the elements of Carnival’s ground 
breaking Fun Ship 2.0 program. Updates 
include the BlueIguana Tequila Bar, the 

Green Thunder waterslide, Bonsai Sushi 
and Guy’s Burger Joint. Relax at the leg-
endary kid-free Serenity Adult-Only Area.

Legend’s maiden voyage was Carnival’s 
first-ever European cruise, and this year, 
Legend returns to the Continent for a 
series of Mediterranean cruises between 
Venice and Barcelona. The world’s largest 
inland sea encircles three millennia of art, 
culture and history. Its tastes and smells 
are the tastes and smells of the earth — 
from the aroma of sun-dried tomatoes to 
the salty tang of bouillabaisse. 

A 12-day sailing from Venice calls in 
at Rijeka, Croatia, Kotor, Montenegro, 
Malta, Palermo, Sicily, Naples (Capri & 
Pompeii), Rome (Civitavecchia), Livorno 
(Florence & Pisa) Italy and Palma De 
Mallorca, Spain.

Rijeka is known as a gateway to Croa-
tia’s islands. Korzo, the main promenade, 
is lined with Habsburg-era buildings. 
Nearby, the 19th-century Croatian Na-

tional Theatre has ceiling paintings by 
Gustav Klimt. The hilltop Trsat Castle 
complex includes a religious shrine and 
offers sweeping views of the islands of 
Kvarner Bay.

Kotor is one of Europe’s best-preserved 
medieval towns. Climb the 1,350 steps 
to the top of the upper town walls for 
incredible views of the Adriatic and the 
14th century St. John’s fortress.
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Spanish Steps, perhaps the most romantic 
rendezvous in the world. Basilica Square 
is a monumental piazza wrapped in the 
embrace of Bernini’s semi-circular colon-
nade and crowned by the massive dome 
of St Peter’s.

No visit to Rome would be complete 
without tossing a coin into the Trevi Foun-
tain to ensure your return to the Eternal 
City. Rome’s largest Baroque fountain is 
framed against the backdrop of Palazzo 
Poli and is considered among the most 
beautiful in the world.

The tiny island of Malta is located south 
of Sicily near the coast of Africa. The 
Knights of St John founded Valletta, the 
capital, around 1565. Their influence is 
evident in the massive limestone fortifica-
tions and Baroque palaces and churches. 
Fort St. Elmo — a classical star-shaped 
citadel — was constructed in 1552.

Framed by Mount Vesuvius, the 2,800 
year-old port city of Naples overlooks the 
Tyrrhenian Sea. A UNESCO World Heri-
tage Site, the city preserves a wealth of 
historical buildings monuments, ancient 
ruins and castles including the Palace of 
Caserta. Visitors can travel to the nearby 
ruins of Pompeii and Herculaneum, both 
of which were buried by volcanic ash after 
Mount Vesuvius erupted in 79 A.D. On 
the romantic Isle of Capri, visit the Blue 
Grotto, or the villa of Swedish doctor Axel 
Munthe, with its magnificent views over 
the Bay of Naples.

And all roads lead to Rome. The Baths 
of Caracalla mark the beginning of the 
Appian Way littered with monuments 
like the Circus of Maxentius. The Arch of 
Titus stands watch over the Forum with 
sweeping views of the ruins scattered 
over Palatine hill. Piazza di Spagna’s 
“sinking boat” fountain gives way to the 

is said to be the most beautiful bell-tower 
in the world, while the octagonal Baptis-
tery, is renowned for it’s gilded “gates of 
paradise” doors. Michelangelo’s David 
stood for centuries in the Piazza Signoria 
and is now housed safely indoors at the 
Accademia.

Palma De Mallorca is often described 
as a mini-Barcelona, with a Gothic feel 
that overlays centuries of Roman and 
Moorish culture. The massive Santa María 
cathedral, a Gothic landmark begun 
in the 13th century, overlooks the Bay 
of Palma. The adjacent Almudaina is a 
Moorish-style Arab fortress converted to 
a royal residence.

Set between the Mediterranean and the 
spectacular Colserolla mountains, Barce-
lona is dominated by the architecture of 
Antonio Gaudí, whose polarizing, other 
worldly works include Park Güell, a beau-
tiful public garden filled with serpentine 
ceramic benches, giant decorative lizards 
and twisted stone pavilions. 

The Sagrada Familia cathedral is Gaudí’s 
masterwork. Still unfinished after more 
than 130 years, it combines elements of 
African mud structures, Gothic, Expres-
sionist and Art Nouveau, in a process some 
have described as “meticulous insanity.”

The jewel of the Italian Renaissance, 
Florence is crowned by the Cattedrale di 
Santa Maria del Fiore, known locally as Il 
Duomo. Giotto’s 14th century Campanile 

Santa Maria cathedral, Palma De Mallorca

Park Guell in Barcelona



36 - CROSSINGS

Old Man’s Cave in Hocking Hills State Park

I
f you’re planning a getaway this year, look no 
further than the Buckeye State! Even if you’re a 
regular visitor, you can always find something 
new. And if you haven’t been in a while – what are 

you waiting for? They’ve got a lot of great getaway ideas. Rich 
with tradition and history, Ohio offers travelers a multitude 
of options. From its bustling metropolitan areas to its quaint 
country villages and scenic riverboat towns, Ohio boasts an 

top vistas. The surrounding natural 
wonders inspire a robust artist com-
munity. Galleries pepper the hills 
and antique malls delight treasure 
hunters. Music fills the hills from May 
through September at family friendly 
festivals celebrating the history and 
Appalachian culture of the region. 

Located 50 miles southeast of 
Columbus, the Hocking Hills are the 
realm of boreal forests, secluded caves 
and waterfalls tumbling over soaring 
rock faces. The Wyandot Indians 
called the area “hockhocking,” which 
means “bottle-shaped ” in reference 
to a bottleneck in the Hocking River 
Gorge near Lancaster.

Hocking Hills State Park consists of 
2,348-forested acres lying just south 
of Logan, Ohio. Old Man’s Cave is 
considered the “heart” of the park 
and a series of rock-hewn steps, man-
made tunnels, arched stone bridges 
and hiking trails lead visitors through 
this rocky gorge. Most hikers begin 
at Upper Falls — one of the most 
photographed spots in the State of 
Ohio —and then follow along the 

creek to Old Man’s Cave. Hikers can follow the 6-mile Buckeye 
Trail from Old Man’s Cave down to Lower Falls, a 30-foot high 
cascade that plunges past Sphinx Head and other fancifully 
named rock formations, then onto Cedar Falls and Ash Cave.

Cedar Falls is located midway between Old Man’s Cave and 
Ash Cave Numerous hemlock trees fill the narrow gorge sur-
rounding this 50-foot high “split face” waterfall. Botany chal-
lenged settlers mistakenly thought the trees were cedars and 
named the site Cedar Falls.

More than 50 ziplines make the Hocking Hills the Canopy 
Tour Capital of the Midwest, but that’s just the beginning.  The 
John Glenn Astronomy Park is the newest addition to Ohio’s most 
visited state park and is attracting stargazers and explorers with 
weekend astronomy programs. The stargazing plaza is open 
every day and night, complete with WiFi and electric for even 
the most advanced telescopes. The Astronomy Park is located 
in a particularly dark night sky area, ideal for connecting with 
the heavens. Advance parking reservations are highly recom-
mended on evenings when programs are offered. Visit jgap.org 
for more information.

Not only does Ohio’s Hocking Hills region offer breathtaking 
scenery and unforgettable experiences, it also boasts a host of 
lodging options that are truly one-of-a-kind. One of the newest 
is The Box Hop, a beautiful, comfortable oasis crafted from three 
40-foot-long steel shipping containers. The structure is set on 
18 lush acres and features a full kitchen, two bathrooms, and 
a six-person hot tub among the other amenities. 

Or you can relax at the Retreat in a Cozy 2017 Flying Cloud 
Airstream, nestled among  a forest of pines. 

At the Inn & Spa at Cedar Falls,  three fully-loaded high-end 
Mongolian yurts, complete with luxury amenities such as tiled 
showers and skylights.

As you relax around the fire pit next to your cozy cabin 

abundance of activities in every region of the state. In fact, 
Ohio’s diversity makes it ideal for every age and interest level. 
It is easily accessible with an extensive network of interstates 
and highways and is very affordable for families.

Hocking Hills
The Hocking Hills are Ohio’s natural crown jewels, where 

unsurpassed beauty takes eco adventure seekers along miles 
of trails, waterfalls, prehistoric caves and spectacular cliff-

Sailing on Grand Lake St. Marys

Spring Forward Into Ohio
BY RENU SAGGAR
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tucked into the Hocking Hills, the stories of your day will 
linger in the evening air as the night sky fills with a blanket 
of white diamonds. 

Find your next vacation stories in Ohio’s Hocking Hills. Plan your 
Hocking Hills story at ExploreHockingHills.com.

Gahanna
Slightly off the beaten path but not far from downtown 

Columbus, Ohio, Gahanna is a vibrant city rich in parkland, 
trails and award-winning events. Gahanna surprises visitors 
with its peaceful setting, located just a short drive from John 
Glenn International Airport and many major highways. But it is 
Gahanna’s uniqueness that keeps visitors returning, especially 
in the warm weather months.

Gahanna is recognized as the Herb Capital of Ohio. With 
public gardens, the Ohio Herb Center and 775 acres of unique 
outdoor space—Gahanna is an adventure-lovers paradise. Visi-
tors enjoy bike trails, kayaking, canoeing, tennis courts, sports 
fields, nature preserves, picnic grounds and wildlife. 

The city celebrates its Herb Capital of Ohio status annually 
in May with an Herb Day Celebration. This year, festivities will 
be held Saturday, May 2 (9 a.m. to 3 p.m.) and will include a 
plant sale with 4,000 plants and 100 varieties of fresh, organic 
herbs available for purchase. Visitors can listen to herbal experts 
discuss topics including health & wellness, culinary and gar-
dening while strolling through local artist and vendor booths 
offering handmade items. 

Herb Day also kicks off Herb’n Restaurant Week (May 3-9), 
where visitors savor the flavors of inventive herb-infusions in 

specially crafted appetizers, main courses, desserts and cocktails 
at Gahanna’s signature restaurants. 

Any day in Gahanna is a great day to pick up an Herbal Cock-
tail Trail Passport! Visit Gahanna’s popular trail features seven 
participating restaurants, pubs, wineries and distilleries that 
craft tempting seasonal herb-infused libations. Earn stamps 
for each cocktail you sample: 7 stamps= a free Herbal Cocktail 
Trailblazer T-shirt! 

Any visit to Gahanna should include a stop at the Ohio Herb 
Center. The Center features a charming gift shop with bespoke 
treasures including natural beauty and bath products, soy 
candles, tea blends and a collection of books for gardening 
and wellness enthusiasts. Additionally, the Ohio Herb Center 
presents classes for all ages, ranging from Botanical Beauty Bar 
workshops to Spices of the World. Visit OhioHerbCenter.org. 

The breathtaking Creekside District is equal parts entertain-
ment district and public park. It’s home to several restaurants 
offering patio dining overlooking  Big Walnut Creek—featuring 
fountains, trails, waterfalls and wildflowers (not to mention 
paddle boating and fishing opportunities). 

The Creekside Blues & Jazz Festival—the city’s largest signature 
event—celebrates its 22nd year June 19-21, 2020 at Creekside 
Gahanna. Recognized as Ohio’s Best Blues & Jazz Festival, it 
delivers 90 plus hours of live music over 3 days, showcasing 
over 50 bands on 5 stages. It includes amusement rides, cock-
tail tastings, food and retail vendors and a Family Fun Zone. 
Headliners in 2020 include Shemekia Copeland—the multi-Blues 
Music Award winner, called the “Greatest female blues vocalist 
working today.” (CreeksideBluesandJazz.com) 

Discover more about Gahanna, Ohio at VisitGahanna.com.

Spring Forward

The Ohio Herb Center in Gahanna
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*Rate Restrictions: Valid only for Choice Privileges members (program enrollment is free). The reservation must be made on 
ChoiceHotels.com at participating hotels and must be made at least 7, 14, 21 or 30 days in advance, which will vary based on 
the hotel for which a reservation is being made. Subject to availability, the rate starts at 15% off Best Available Rate, is non-
cancellable, non-changeable and non-refundable. Your credit card will be charged for the total reservation amount within 
24-48 hours of booking. This rate has a seven (7) night maximum length of stay. Rooms at this discount are limited. Offer is not 
available to groups and cannot be combined with any other discount. Choice Hotels reserves the right to change or discontinue 
this offer at any time. Eligibility restricted to U.S. and Canadian residents. Members must book direct at ChoiceHotels.com/
Ohio or call 1-888-228-5050. All Choice Hotels properties are independently owned and operated. **Guarantee applies to 
Third Party Website standard rates for a Choice single or double occupancy room that are at least 1% and $1.00 less than 
the Choice rate. Claims must be submitted within 24 hours of booking and 48+ hours prior to 6 PM check-in time the 
day of hotel arrival. Other terms also apply; see www.choicehotels.com/legal/best-rate-rules for full terms and conditions.
©2019 Choice Hotels International. All rights reserved. 

When your 
business is
in Ohio,
our business 
is you.

Our business is you.TM

Book direct and pay in advance to save up to 15%.* 
Visit ChoiceHotels.com/Ohio or call 
1-888-228-5050 to get our lowest price guaranteed.**

CHO108-28683_2020_OhioCrossingsMagazine_7x10.indd   1 2/14/20   11:14 AM
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Akron & Summit County
Blurring the lines between metropolis and scenic haven, 

visitors to Greater Akron, Ohio can get swept up in the rush 
of the little big city that is downtown Akron or escape to the 
breathtaking views of Ohio’s only national park.

Cities offer visitors the thrill of rich culture found in vari-
ous major metropolitan areas. Art enthusiasts can explore the 
Akron Art Museum and galleries like Summit Artspace or Art 
x Love Studios which feature local and touring exhibits. Those 
looking to catch a performance, have a variety of playhouses 
and concert venues from which to choose including the Ak-
ron Civic Theatre, one of five remaining atmospheric theaters 
in the nation. Guests who still haven’t had their fill can look 
into Greater Akron’s past at Hale Farm & Village, Perkins Stone 
Mansion and Stan Hywet Hall & Gardens — the former estate 
of F.A. Seiberling, co-founder of The Goodyear Tire & Rubber 
Company, the 65-room Tudor Revival Manor House, is the na-
tion’s 6th largest historic home open to the public. 

Visitors that need a break from the action can wander off the 
beaten path to Cuyahoga Valley National Park (CVNP) by using 
the Ohio Erie & Canalway Towpath Trail, which runs through 
the heart of downtown Akron, or by hopping on the Cuyahoga 
Valley Scenic Railroad.

A visit to Greater Akron also offers novices to pros a chance 
to hit the links on more than a dozen manicured public courses. 
Not a golfer? Spend your time shopping at area favorites, Don 
Drumm Studios & Gallery, Akron Glass Works, Mustard Seed 
Market & Café, Northside Marketplace or any of the myriad 

shops and boutiques scattered throughout area communities. 
Check out NewAgainAkron.com — Akron’s new vintage/re-
claimed shopping trail. Diverse dining options offer flavors from 
authentic Nepalese, to modern Mexican and from Swensons 
Drive-in’s car-side service, to an iconic Akron steak house. The 
Summit Brew Path features more than 20 official brewery stops 
in 2020 — a can’t miss regardless if you complete the official 
path or not! Oh, they also just launched, The Drip Drive — the 
Greater Akron Coffee Experience trail.

Sights, sounds and special experiences await. Plan a visit that will 
be your very own. For more information visit akron.travel, playeatshop.
org, summitbrewpath.com and thedripdrive.com.

Medina County
Medina County is a great place to visit and enjoy, whether 

you’re visiting with the family, a group of friends or for a fun 
romantic getaway, they have something for everyone.

The area is home to a variety of top flight golf courses like 
Bunker Hill Golf Course and Medina Country Club. Bring your 
golf group and spend a few days. After a long day on the links 
relax with a meal and cold beverage. Choose from fun sports 
bars, good locally owned restaurants, regional wineries and 
craft breweries. If you’re looking for something different to 
do in the evening, check out High Voltage indoor carting and 
foundry social. High performance, electric go-karts, all indoors 
offer the ultimate rush.

Looking for a romantic getaway, stay at one of the many 
hotels, take a stroll along one of the many park trails enjoying 
nature. Indulge yourself at one of their day spas or browse the 
unique shops and galleries, antique stores and outlets through-
out the county. Be sure to check out the many sweet shops for 

Spring Forward
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chocolates, cakes, cupcakes, donuts or an ice-cream shop for 
something for your special someone.

Make sure to stop at Castle Noel, a holiday entertainment 
complex with holiday window displays from NYC department 
stores, such as Bloomingdales, Saks, Lord & Taylor, Macy’s 
and others. You will be amazed by the toys, photos, the Santa 
Squeeze, the Blizzard Vortex, a grand collection of props and 
costumes from Christmas movies including the Grinch’s 16-
foot sleigh, Will Ferrell’s Elf costume, a sweater worn by Tim 
Allen, soldiers from the Santa Claus movies and so much more. 
End with a visit by Santa, then slide down the slide from “A 
Christmas Story”. 

Lose yourself in the meticulously detailed train scenes and 
doll houses in the Medina Toy and Train Museum. Shelves of 
pristine old toys offer a glimpse into what previous genera-
tions played with.

Buckin’ Ohio offers spectators a genuine cowboy experience 
with five rodeo shows each summer.

Summer brings family friendly festivals such as, Art-in-the-
Park on Medina’s historic Public Square, Wadsworth’s Blue 
Tip Festival, Brunswick’s Summer Celebration, the Frog Jump 
Festival in Valley City, the Johnny Appleseed Festival and the 
Medina County Fair, just to name a few.

Located just 35 miles south of Cleveland and 24 miles west of 
Akron, for information on upcoming events, visitmedinacounty.com.

Choice Hotels Ohio
Visit the Buckeye State and start enjoying the flavour of the 

big cities and towns. Choice Hotels  has locations near all your 
favorite destinations, for a restful stay at an affordable price. 
Whether you’re taking a vacation or a business trip, Choice 

Hotels has locations to fit your travel needs. Guests can partici-
pate in the award-winning Choice Privileges® loyalty rewards 
program, top-rated by U.S. News & World Report for three 
consecutive years.  Membership is free and offers fast rewards, 
instant perks, and exclusive member rates when booking directly. 
So start planning your trip with ChoiceHotels.com/Ohio and 
see what the great state of Ohio has to offer.

With 11 different brands Choice Hotels provide guests with 
exactly what they’re looking for. At Cambria® hotels & suites 
you’re always a VIP. The vibe here is upscale but never up-
tight—their modern, stylish rooms make you feel like you’ve 
been upgraded. 

With all the amenities you need, and hotels everywhere 
you want to be, Comfort Inn will get you rested and ready for 
anything. 

At Comfort Suites® hotels, you’ll find more of the space you 
need to spread out, relax or work. At Quality hotels, you get 
real value for your hard-earned money. They offer the ameni-
ties that their guests desire, including complementary hot, 
fresh and healthy breakfast, free Wi-Fi, newspaper, coffee and 
tea and in-room refrigerator and fresh linens, fluffy pillows, 
and plush blankets.

Life is better when you get together, Clarion hotels provide 
the meeting space, catering, restaurants, bars and social atmo-
sphere that make them the perfect place to meet up. 

Econo Lodge® hotels are the familiar name that makes travel 
simple. They offer guests the amenities they need, a price they 
want and a brand they can trust. Free Wi-Fi is available through-
out the hotel and Econo Lodge properties offer pet-friendly 
locations. They’re easy to find, and easy on your wallet.
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Wayne County
The rural charm of Wayne County’s 

rolling hills, lush woods and scenic 
farmland is only the beginning. Wayne 
County is located at the crossroads of 
culture and countryside. 

Spend the day in Amish Country and 
the evening at the opera. Taste Wayne 
County’s home-grown wine or hand-
crafted beer. Watch lasers cut inspirational 
messages. Drive through a beautiful ar-
boretum, complete with a three-acre rose 
garden and peruse over 350 varieties 
of jams and jellies at the J.M. Smucker 
Company.

Golfers choose one of their beautiful 
championship golf courses and experi-
ence the scenic beauty of these links. Book 
your tee times at The College of Wooster’s 
L.C. Boles Golf Course, Hawk’s Nest, 
Riceland, Chippewa Golf Club, Wooster 
Country Club and The Pines Golf Club 
and Restaurant in Orrville.

Wayne County is home to the beautiful 
110-acre Secrest Arboretum on the grounds 
of The Ohio State University’s Agricultural 
Research and Development Center in 
Wooster. The Killbuck Marsh Wildlife area 
offers some of the best birding in the state 
and Brown’s Lake Bog, where you can see 

youngstownlive.com     800.447.8201
               @youngstownlive   #VisitYoungstown

Challenge yourself on one of 
our beautiful golf courses. 
Stay-and-play packages 
are available. Plan your golf 
getaway weekend here!

the Weekend

@martinomotorsports
Mill Creek MetroParks
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WOOSTER • 330.263.3761
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of the world’s largest Amish 
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Lehman’s, P. Graham Dunn,  
The J.M. Smucker Company  

Store and Café, The Ohio  
Light Opera, Everything 

Rubbermaid, Secrest  
Arboretum and more! 

Just Say, “Alexa,  
enable Visit Wayne”

www.wccvb.com 
1.800.362.6474

#GETAWAYNE
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a kettle hole bog formed by glaciers over 
13,000 years ago. It’s a national landmark.

The new Wine, Beer & Spirits Trail is a 
fun new way to experience the county’s 
wineries, brewery and distillery. Trail 
stops include: Silver Run Vineyard & 
Winery and Bent Ladder Cider & Wine in 
Doylestown. JAFB, Minglewood Distilling 
Company, Lincoln Way Vineyards and 
Troutman Vineyards & Winery all in 
Wooster. These sites offer a different set-
ting for each season, whether it’s sitting 
by a cozy fireplace in the chilly months or 
outside enjoying the rural Wayne County 
scenery during the warmer months. Many 
offer entertainment including live music, 
trivia and game nights, sip and craft 
events and food trucks.

A special trail map is available at partici-
pating trail locations or by downloading 
from the convention bureau’s website at 
www.wccvb.com. Have your map initialled 
at each location by an employee and 
return to the convention bureau for a 
special prize.

Here are a few events to help you 
welcome spring and get your green on.

April 11 —  Guided Bird Walk, Secrest 

Arboretum, Wooster.
April 25-26 — Wayne County Home & 

Garden Show, Wooster.
May 9  — Plant Discovery Day, Ohio 

Agricultural Research and Development 
Center, Wooster.

Whether you are looking for a peace-
ful get-a-way to a cozy bed & breakfast, 
a unique shopping experience, exploring 
nature or an entertaining cultural event, 
you can find what you’re looking for in 
Wayne County.

Visit the Wayne County Convention & 
Visitors Bureau on line at www.wccvb.com for 
a complete list of area attraction and events.

Bowling Green
Think BG Ohio for your next stop over 

during your travels through Ohio! Better 
yet stay for a backyard vacation and ven-
ture into the historic vibrant downtown 
with locally owned eateries and retail 
boutiques. If you like history they have it 
at three different museums from cars, to 
local history to construction equipment. 

Snook’s Dream Cars is a 1940’s style 
service station replica with cars and 
memorabilia from the 30’s to 60’s.

The National Construction Equipment 
Museum documents the fascinating his-

tory of construction equipment with 
archival collections on site.

If you enjoy being green come and visit 
the BG Wind Farm, the very first farm 
in the state, or take in one of the many 
gardens at the Simpson Garden Park. This 
10-acre oasis features quiet paths full of 
flower gardens, quiet groves and sensory, 
herb, Japanese and children’s Discovery 
Gardens.

Swimmers can  take a dip in City Park 
Pool and Water Park with a state of the 
art Lazy River, good for all ages. Bowling 
Green offers a variety of lodging proper-
ties and restaurants to choose from to rest 
up and fuel up.  Located just off I-75, 25 
miles south of Toledo, Bowling Green is 
the perfect stopover for Canadians on 
their way to, and from Florida, or any 
other destination. So stay with the best 
and see why BG is your best choice.

 Visit their website at VisitBGOhio.com 
for information about the events, sites and 
where to stay during your visit with us!  
#BGBestHometown!

Youngstown
As the weather warms, let Youngstown 

and Mahoning County be your Northeast 
Ohio golfing destination this spring. The 

Spring Forward

art
event

Relive yesteryear at Ohio’s historic 

Sauder Village. Find family fun at the 

popular, expansive Fulton County 

Fairgrounds. Explore one of the 

area’s wonderful wineries. And that’s 

just day one. Whether its history and 

heritage, fun and festivities, arts and 

activities, or just simply rest and 

relaxation that’s on your getaway list, 

you’re sure to find it in Fulton County. 

cheer
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area has been ranked #4 in the U.S. for 
top-quality, affordable public golf courses. 

Golfers of all skill levels will be chal-
lenged on scenic, well-maintained cours-
es, where you can sharpen your game. No 
need to spend a fortune on a golf getaway 
because local hotels offer affordable golf 
packages. See what these courses have to 
offer by watching their new golf video at 
www.golfyoungtown.com. 

The springtime blooming of over 
40,000 bulbs at Fellow Riverside Gardens is 
always a spectacular sight. This beautiful 
12-acre display garden, part of Mill Creek 
MetroParks, is open to the public at no 
charge. Over 400,000 people visit annu-
ally to see the wonderful plant displays, a 
wide variety of roses and seasonal displays 
of annuals and perennials. 

Climb the observation tower for spec-
tacular views of Lake Glacier. Enjoy the 
Davis Visitors Center, have lunch in the 
café and find unique gifts at the Shop in 
the Gardens. Mill Creek MetroParks also 
has 45 miles of trails to discover – every-
thing from rustic to paved. Find hidden 
waterfalls, numerous species of birds and 
beautiful scenery. 

A brand new disc golf course will also 
be drawing crowds this spring. It features Simpson Daffodils Bowling Green
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a 9-hole learn-to-play course and an 18-
hole championship course set in wooded 
areas with pond landscapes.

Welcome Your Weekend in Mahoning. 
Mahoning County Convention & Visitors 
Bureau is happy to help. Please visit www.
youngstownlive.com.

Fulton County
Whether you are strolling through the 

past on historic newly added 1920’s Main 
Street at Sauder Village, sipping on a glass 
of wine or craft beer at one of four area 
wineries and brewery, or getting caught 
up in the excitement at Oakshade Raceway, 
you will discover that Fulton County is 
the “Place to Find Your Pace”.

History weaves it’s way throughout 
Fulton County. Sauder Village is Ohio’s 
largest living history museum. You will 
be transported through time from 1803 
— 1920’s.  Experience life in Ohio while 
visiting with the costumed guides in 
historic homes, farms, gardens and com-
munity shops.  Since it is not a guided 
tour, take your time while experiencing 
life in the past. Participate in hands-on 
activities like making butter, milking a 
goat or playing old fashioned games.  It’s 

fun for all ages!  Visit saudervillage.org 
for more information. Colorful history 
can be found in the Museum of Fulton 
County, historical sites, parks, trails and 
attractions.

Not only is the Fulton County Fair the 
largest county fair in Ohio, the Fulton 
County Fairgrounds and campground is 
host to many events that draw visitors 
from near and far. These include The An-
nual Thresher’s Reunion, The Crosley Car 
Show, The Antique Motorcycle Show and 
Auction, Midwest GeoBASH, The State 
Line Gem Show, Maumee Valley Tractor 
Pull and several horse and dog shows, 
with more events added every year.

Throughout Fulton County you will 
find many unique shopping opportuni-
ties, artisans such as Richard Morgan 
Custom Metal Art Studio, Turkeyfoot 
Creek Creamery, Oak Openings Pottery, 
Swan Creek Candles & Antiques, Stella 
Leona Artisan Chocolates along with 
many boutiques and specialty shops. 

Unplug, sit back and enjoy small town 
hospitality and heritage at many local 
festivals  like the Delta Chicken Festival, 
Swanton Corn Festival, Fayette Royal Bull 
Thistle Festival, Wauseon Homecoming 
and Archbold Street Fest.

Plan on spending the night with 
them at these comfortable and afford-
able accommodations including Sauder 
Heritage Inn, Holiday Inn Express, Days 
Inn, Rodeway Inn, Magnuson Hotel and 
local campgrounds.  

For more information visit www.fulton-
countyoh.com.

Sandusky County
Summer on Ohio’s North coast is 

a special time of year and millions of 
visitors’ flock to Lake Erie each season 
to take in all the area has to offer.  Filled 
with abundant natural beauty, Ohio of-
fers visitors unique adventures that will 
satisfy both young and old alike.  

A few summertime favorites include, 
fishing and visiting the Lake Erie islands 
to riding rollercoasters at Cedar Point 
amusement park with many of the world’s 
biggest, fastest and best roller coasters. 
People come from around the world to 
climb on board these thrill rides, but 
there is truly something for everyone.  
Snake River Expedition is a new ride for 
the 2020 season in celebration of their 
150th anniversary.

If you are into history, plan a visit to 
Rutherford B. Hayes Presidential Library 
and Museums for a tour of the 19th 

Spring Forward
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President of the United States’ beauti-
ful Victorian home, then take in some 
American history with a self-guided tour 
of the recently renovated museum.    

Fremont Ohio, located in Sandusky 
County is 18 minutes from the Lake Erie 
Island ferries, 35 minutes from Cedar 
Point and offers the area’s best hotel 
rates. Fremont’s central location is close 
to the area’s best attractions and major 
interstate highways including, 80/90 
Ohio Turnpike. Stay in the center of it all 
and see why Sandusky County is called 
the “Sweet spot of Ohio”. 

Other area experiences range from the 
mild to the wild! Start with a laid-back 
tour of the NKP Railroad Museum. Then 
gear up for the adventure of a lifetime 
with an African Safari adventure, or try 
spelunking at Seneca Caverns. 

With so much to see and do that you 
must add Sandusky County and Ohio’s 
Northcoast to your bucket list in 2020.  
Best of all, travel to Ohio is close enough 
to be a day trip although they recommend 
a long weekend. 

Explore all Sandusky County has to offer. 
For more information visit them at www.
sanduskycounty.org. 

The Rutherford B. Hayes Home and Presidential Library in Freemont
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Warren County
Record-breaking roller coasters, award-

winning wines, and an incredible ar-
ray of outdoor adventures are just the 
beginning of the fresh-air fun travelers 
will find this spring in Ohio’s Largest Play-
ground — Warren County. Conveniently 
located off Interstates 71 and 75, and 
just north of Cincinnati, this Southwest 
Ohio hideaway has all the makings of 
an affordable, yet unforgettable escape 
for families, grown-ups and groups of 
all interests.

Take on Kings Island’s incredible col-
lection of roller coasters, including Orion 
— a brand new behemoth that’s one of 
only seven “giga” coasters in the world. 
Riders will plummet down an exhilarating 
300-foot first drop, sending them on a 
high-speed journey over seven more hills 
and 5,321 feet of track at speeds up to 91 
mph on Kings Island’s tallest, fastest and 
longest steel roller coaster. 

Soar high above a breathtaking stretch 
of Midwestern wilderness at Ozone Zipline 
Adventures. See the Little Miami River 
from 200 feet above the ground as you 
experience one of the largest treetop 
canopy zip tours in the Midwest.

 Kayak, canoe, raft or tube the Little 
Miami Scenic River, then cruise along 
its banks on one of the region’s most 
beautiful bike trails. Discover ancient fos-
sils, pristine hiking trails and a sparkling 
recreational lake at Caesar Creek State Park. 
The 3,741-acre park offers some of the 
finest outdoor recreation in Ohio amidst 
the park’s sprawling wildlife areas. 

Uncover more than 2,000 years of Na-
tive American history at the awe-inspiring 
Fort Ancient Earthworks and Nature Preserve. 
The people of the Hopewell Culture, con-
structed the 18,000 feet of earthen walls 
carrying woven baskets of soil weighing 
35 to 40 pounds each.

Looking for something a little more 
low-key? Grab dinner and drinks for two 
at Valley Vineyards — the Buckeye state’s 
second largest vineyard — or book a stay 
at the historic Golden Lamb, a southwest 
Ohio staple recently named both Ohio’s 
Most Iconic Restaurant and Ohio’s Most 
Iconic Hotel. Today, the Golden Lamb is 
Ohio’s longest continuously operating 
business welcoming travelers, states-
men, presidents, families and friends 
since 1803.

 Your springtime escape awaits in Warren 
County! View a free 2020 Visitors Guide and 
book your getaway today at OhiosLargest-
Playground.com.

Lake County, OH is located on the southern 
shores of Lake Erie and is an easy three-hour drive 
from Niagra Falls. The area features numerous 
award-winning wineries in the Grand River Valley, 
world-class walleye and steelhead fishing, unique 
bird-watching opportunities, sandy beaches, 
championship-caliber golf courses, two emergent 
towers with breathtaking views, the nationally-
recognized Holden Arboretum, and a new, 200’ 
pier in Lake Erie. Book your remarkable and 
memorable trip to Lake County today!

View our guide at MyLakeOh.com
See more at #RemarkableLakeCountyOH
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 Greater Grand Lake
As warmer weather returns to west 

central Ohio, it’s the perfect time to check 
out the Greater Grand Lake Visitors Re-
gion. You will find Grand Lake St. Marys 
— Ohio’s largest inland lake — abuzz with 
activities as crappie fishing is at its best 
and boaters take to the water. It is also a 
great time for birdwatchers to check on 
the new eagle hatchlings in the many 
nests located around the lake.

Since spring also begins biking season, 
it is the perfect time to visit the Bicycle 
Museum of America in New Bremen, Ohio.   
In this gem of a museum you will find 
more than 200 unique and interesting 
models on display from the high wheel 
bicycles of the 1800’s to the sleek racing 
bikes of today. It’s a fun family stop for 
all generations. 

And finally this spring, check out the 
new Grand Lake Brews-N-Vine Trail. If 
you enjoy locally crafted beer, wine and 
coffee creations you won’t want to miss 
the fun. Each venue on the trail has a 
story and atmosphere all their own with 
the universal goal of hospitality and 

tasty beverages. Visit any 10 of the 14 
participating locations during 2020, and 
receive a free Grand Lake Brews-N-Vines 
T-shirt. Go to Explore.Seemore.Org for 
more information and to download your 
free digital passport.

For more visitor information check out 
GreaterGrandLakeRegion.com and plan you 
visit today. 

Ohio Station Outlets
All Aboard the Savings Train, running 

seven days a week in the summer, weather 
permitting!  Ohio Station Outlets is a 
300,000-square-foot shopping center that 
features a lineup of nationally known 
brands and established Ohio based retail-
ers that tour groups will definitely not 
want to miss. The outlet is situated directly 
off Interstate 71, the major highway that 
connects Columbus to Cleveland.

Plan your trip to coincide with fam-
ily friendly events throughout the year.  
See ohiostationoutlets.com for details.  
Scheduled groups of 15 or more will re-
ceive free train tickets for same-day use 
and sign up for a Hot Ticket savings card.

The first and the only themed outlet 
center in the world, the architecture, 
history, entertainment and a hand-

crafted vintage train ferrying shoppers 
throughout the center, combined with the 
hottest brands in outlet shopping, create 
an experience tour groups will definitely 
not want to miss.

The outlet’s vintage trains include the 
Sophie, as she is lovingly called, hailing 
from the land of Shakespeare in Stratford 
on Avon, England. Like her sister train, 
the Victoria also comes from England and 
is hand-built and one of a kind.  She is 
an electric train, commissioned as a part 
of Ohio Station’s ongoing effort to be 
eco-conscious. 

National brand include Aéropostale, 
Polo Ralph Lauren, American Eagle Out-
fitters and Bath & Body Works Outlets. 

Justice celebrates tween girls through 
an extraordinary fashion experience in 
an everything-for-her destination. 

Auntie Anne’s mixes, twists and bakes 
pretzels to golden brown perfection all 
day long. 

Ohio retailers include LOK Ceramics. 
Browse their 5,000 square foot ceramic 
studio filled with a wide variety of bisque 
(white ceramics) to choose and paint on-
site or at home.

C&S Crafts offer a variety of afford-
able, everyday and seasonal home decor, 

Spring Forward

Hole No.3 at Reserve Run Mahoning County
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handmade items and candles.
Tour leaders and bus drivers receive 

additional discounts as well as one free 
classic pretzel from Auntie Anne’s Pretzels 
and one free regular Steam Café drink. 
Groups must be scheduled for a stay of 
at least two hours. Please register at least 
five days in advance by calling (330) 948-
9929. Non-registered or smaller groups 
enjoying the food court for a layover 
or short shopping trip may also receive 
special perks when checking in at Guest 
Services located in the Food Court. All 
hours are weather permitting and subject 
to change without notice.

Lake County
Spring is in the air in Lake County, 

Ohio as fishermen line the Chagrin and 
Grand Rivers in pursuit of Ohio’s wily 
steelhead. Avid birdwatchers flock to the 
area to spot rare birds visiting the region 
during their spring migration and the 
award-winning golf courses and wineries 
come to life again with people getting 
outside to enjoy the warmer weather. 

Lake County on the southern shores 
of Lake Erie, it’s an easy three-hour drive 
from the Canada-United States border. 
Folks looking for a weekend getaway or 
a relaxing vacation in the spring, should 
look no further and explore everything 
Lake County has to offer. 

Located in the heart of Ohio’s Wine 
Country, known as the “Grand River 
Valley” the region is home to over 30 
wineries producing nationally award-
winning wines, many produced from 
grapes grown right on their estates. 

Visitors will also find a piece of United 
States history in Lake County at the home 
of James A. Garfield, the 20th president 
of the United States. 

If you are looking to get outdoors this 
spring plan a trip to the Holden Arboretum. 
It’s home to the Midwest’s largest Rhodo-
dendron garden, a magnificent Butterfly 
Garden, plus 20 miles of hiking trails with 
many themed gardens and tree collec-
tions. Walk up the 120-foot tall emergent 
tower for unmatched, breathtaking views 
of Lake Erie and the countryside, or visit 
Lake Erie Bluffs where a 50-foot tall tower 
on the shores of Lake Erie offer unparal-
leled views of the lake.  Headlands Beach 
State Park is Ohio’s longest natural sand 
beach. The Fairport Harbor Lighthouse/
Marine Museum houses its original 3rd 
order Fresnel lens, the Frontenac pilot-
house, nautical artifacts and more.

Visit MyLakeOH.com and plan your spring 
getaway to Remarkable Lake County, Ohio. 

VisitAmishCountry.com | 330-674-3975

Ohio Amish Country
WHERE CULTURES MEET AND STORIES ARE SHARED 
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Holmes County
Less than four hours from Windsor and 

just under five hours from Niagara Falls, 
Ohio Amish Country is a region with deep 
roots, master artisans, delicious foods and 
unforgettable experiences. Step back in 
time at Roscoe Village to experience a bit 
of 1830s Canal era life. Roscoe Village 
features over 25 shops, restaurants & 
tour stops — most open 7 days a week.

The region has long been known for 
appetizing meals, cheeses and desserts 
but they are also becoming a winery and 
brewery destination! Guests have found 
that a perfect complement to a day of 
shopping and exploring is a tasty bever-
age and a hearty meal.

 Opened in 2012, the Millersburg Brew-
ing Company compliments the already 
wonderful Village of Millersburg. Their 
location in an historic downtown build-
ing and ongoing expansion has made 
them a favorite stop for visitors and locals 
alike. With 20 brews on tap and a select 
pub menu this locally-grown business 
is ‘hopping.’ Millersberg’s Victorian-era 
downtown is listed on the National Reg-
ister of Historic places. Visitors can  shop 
for handcrafted items by local artisans, 

antiques, and more in the many boutiques 
and galleries.

 For the wine enthusiast or Oeno-
philes, the fruit of the vine is available 
in varied settings making a trip to any 
of the region’s wineries a unique and 
unforgettable experience. Area wineries 
take visitors on an international tour 
from Switzerland to Tuscany as well as the 
rolling hills right here in northeast Ohio. 
Award winning fruit wines, seasonal local 
favorites, tastings, tours and entertain-

ment are just a few samples of what Ohio 
Amish Country wineries have to offer.

In addition to a selection of flavorful 
wines, Guggisberg’s Doughty Glen Win-
ery’s setting is a quiet country paradise 
with horseback riding on premise and 
tastings available in the lobby at the 
Guggisberg Swiss Inn.

 For more information about these tasty 
experiences or traditional Amish heritage ex-
periences, visit www.visitamishcountry.com.

Millersburg Brewing Company in Holmes County

Fort Ancient in Warren County
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ne of the worst things about 
owning an expensive sports car 
is having some tree hugger get 

in your face about carbon emissions and 
burning up all those fossil fuels. Now 
Porsche is launching a new, guilt-free, 
carbon neutral era with Taycan, the 
brand’s first all-electric sports car. 

The four-door sports sedan offers truly 
mind-blowing Porsche performance and 
connectivity along with some serious 
environmental cred. It’s a fascinating 
package that not only excites in terms of 
its driving dynamics, but also because it 
sparks a passion for the planet.

The first two models — the Taycan 
Turbo S and Taycan Turbo — are among 
the most powerful production models 
that the legendary brand currently has 
in its stable. The flagship Turbo S ver-
sion can generate up to 750 horsepower 
(560 kW) and accelerate from zero to 
60 mph in 2.6 seconds. The slightly less 
powerful Taycan Turbo produces up to 
670 horsepower (500 kW). Top speed for 
both all-wheel-drive models is 161 mph.

Taycan also retains the unmistakable 
Porsche design DNA. With a drag coef-
ficient as low as 0.22, the aerodynamically 
optimized body shape contributes to low 
energy consumption and extended range.

Taycan is powered with two excep-
tionally efficient electric motors, one 
mounted on the front axle, the other on 

the rear axle, making it all-wheel drive. 
The two-speed transmission is another 
Porsche innovation. First gear lets the 
Taycan prioritize acceleration from a 
standing start, while second gear, with 
its long gear ratio, ensures high efficiency 
and equally high power reserves while 
traveling at high speeds.

The 93.4 kWh battery pack features 
33 cell modules, each of which has 12 
individual cells. As the first production 
vehicle with a system voltage of 800 volts 
the charging time to go from five to 80 

Sparking a Passion for the Planet

O

percent State of Charge (SoC) is just 22.5 
minutes. The EPA range estimate for North 
American market is of 201 miles, consider-
ably less than the 348 of the Tesla Model 
S. Why the big discrepancy? According 
to some experts the Taycan does better 
at reaching its target range in high-speed 
driving, while the Tesla’s range suffers the 
more speeds increase.

Multiple driving modes also allow 
drivers to tailor their experience on the 
road. Different modes include “Normal”, 
Sport, Sport Plus and Range a special set-
ting that maximizes efficient operation. 
In addition, individual systems can be 
configured as required in the cleverly 
named “Individual” mode.

The original Porsche 911’s cleanly 
styled dashboard from 1963 was the inspi-
ration for the cockpit’s clean, minimalist 
design. The free-standing, curved instru-
ment cluster ensures that everything that 
is needed for driving is in view. A voice 
control function responds to the com-
mand “Hey Porsche”.

Taycan also offers an entirely leather-
free interior option with interiors made 
from innovative recycled materials.

This being a Porsche, all of this sus-
tainability comes at a price. The sticker 
for the Taycan Turbo S is $185,000, so  
you’ll need some long green to go green. 
In fact, Bill Gates recently bought one 
setting off a billionaire beef with Tesla 
CEO Elon Musk. 

BY MANTAN DOUGLAS

Porsche Taycan Turbo S

Porsche gets down to Electric Avenue
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N
A Safe Harbour in Nova Scotia

that bring the past to life. The waterfront’s 
colourful buildings date back to the late 
1700s and are still in use today. The town’s 
Fisheries Museum of the Atlantic features a 
fascinating aquarium, a fishing schooner 
and trawler, films and exhibits. Visitors 
can even chat with “old salts” who fished 
the North Atlantic.

Lunenburg is famous for boat building 
and the Bluenose II moors at the museum 
wharf. Canada’s best-known “tall ship” 
is a replica of the original Bluenose, the 
famous racing yacht depicted on the Ca-
nadian dime. The 143-foot schooner was 
built in 1963 and is Nova Scotia’s marine 
ambassador. Visitors can ride the wind 
on special Bluenose II two-hour sailings. 

Colonel Edward Cornwallis founded 
Halifax in 1749, choosing it for its deep, 
ice-free natural harbour and Halifax still 
retains a military flavor. The star-shaped 
Halifax Citadel presides over a hill over-
looking the harbor. Now known as Halifax 
Citadel National Historic site, the impos-
ing masonry structure was constructed 
as a British fort between 1828 and 1856, 
and features earthen ramparts, musketry 
gallery, powder magazine, garrison cells 
and barracks. During the summer, kilted 
soldiers parade to the sound of bagpipes 
and the Citadel’s noon gun — synony-
mous with lunchtime in Halifax — has 
been fired daily for almost two hundred 
years. The Public Gardens feature 16 acres 

ova Scotia’s Halifax Har-
bour has been a safe haven 
for sailors for centuries. 
Today it is fast becoming 

one of the most popular summer cruise 
destinations on the Eastern seaboard 
with cruise lines like Carnival, Celebrity 
and Holland America making regular 
stops. Visitors will find a number of good 
restaurants, galleries, museums and a 
raucous nightlife. It’s also an easy drive 
from postcard perfect communities like 
Peggy’s Cove, the world’s most photo-
graphed fishing village, famous for its 
lighthouse and granite coastline.

Fisherman’s Cove is a wonderfully re-
stored 200-year-old fishing village located 
just 20 minutes from downtown at the 
entrance to the Halifax Harbour. Visitors 
can stroll the picturesque boardwalk and 
visit the many shops and galleries where 
you can find Maritime crafts, local paint-
ings, unique folk art and more.

BY RENU SAGGAR

Peggy’s Cove

Old town Lunenburg, about an hour 
south of Halifax, is a UNESCO world 
heritage site with historical properties 

Costumed interpreters at the Halifax Citadel
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of some of North America’s oldest and 
best Victorian gardens.

The Prince of Wales Tower National 
Historic Site in Point Pleasant Park, intro-
duced North America to what later came 
to be known as the Martello tower. The 
thick, round-walled structure was used 
for defense. The punctual Prince ordered 
the Town Clock built in 1900, in order to 
curtail tardiness among his troops. The 
clock was constructed high on Citadel 
Hill with four faces, so it could be seen 
from anywhere in the city.

Visitors will inevitably be drawn to 
the waterfront lined with 19th century 
buildings known as the Historic Proper-
ties. A harbour-side boardwalk leads you 
past the 19th century restored stone 
warehouses, now housing a variety of 
shops, pubs and eateries. Visitors can 
stroll along the piers, join a walking tour, 
or visit a museum. There are excursions 
ranging from deep-sea fishing charters 
to the ferry service between Halifax and 
the city of Dartmouth across the bay. The 
harbourfront also provides the backdrop 
for the Halifax International Busker Festival. 
The 6-day event will be held July 29 to 
August 3 and gathers some of the world’s 
best and funniest street performers.

Hop aboard a Harbour Hopper Tour an 
amphibious adventure that shows you 
the best of Halifax by land and sea. Places 
of interest include Citadel Hill National 
Historic Site, the Victorian Public Gar-
dens, St. Paul’s Church and busy Spring 
Garden Road.

The waterfront is also home to the 
Drunken Lampposts, a whimsical series of 
bendy lamppost sculptures. The ‘Foun-
tain’ lamppost shoots a stream of water 
into the harbour, as though it was reliev-
ing itself after a big night downtown. Not 
far away, ‘Get Drunk, Fall Down’ features 
another lamppost slumped across the pier, 
with its concerned friend looking down. 

Maritimers have always enjoyed what 
they call “a time” and you can still hear 
the traditional songs in Halifax clubs like 
the Fife and Drum, O’Carroll’s and the 
Split Crow. There’s always someone with 
a yarn to spin, or a tune to play.

The Maritime Museum of the Atlantic 
reflects Halifax’s intimate links with the 
sea. Located on Lower Water Street, the 
museum features exhibits on naval con-
voys, shipwrecks and the restored ship 
chandlery of William Robertson and Son. 
The HMCS Sackville, a restored corvette 
that escorted North Atlantic convoys 

during World War II, serves as Canada’s 
naval memorial and is berthed at Sack-
ville Landing, the museum’s wharf. The 
museum also has a number of artifacts 
pulled from the water within weeks of 
the sinking of the Titanic, including the 
Shoes of the Titanic Unknown Child. 

An award-winning display chronicles 
the infamous Halifax Explosion. In 1917, 
a French munitions ship collided with a 
Norwegian vessel in the narrowest part 
of Halifax Harbour, detonating 400,000 
pounds of TNT. Sixteen hundred people 
died and two square miles of the city were 
leveled in the largest man-made explosion 
prior to Hiroshima.

Halifax has one of the most moving 
connections with the Titanic disaster. This 
is where the maiden voyage of Titanic 
ended for hundreds of passengers and 
crew members. The city played a pivotal 
role in the aftermath of the sinking and 
became the final resting-place of many 
of her unclaimed victims. Three Halifax 
ships were involved in the grim task of 
recovering the bodies — many of whom 
were buried in three city cemeteries. Rows 
of black granite headstones, all inscribed 
with the same date, April 15, 1912, are a 
quiet reminder of the disaster.

Lunenberg Harbour
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B
Breathtaking Belgium

at the base of the Atomium featuring 
miniature replicas of European monu-
ments. It features 350, 1:25 scale models 
of famous European monuments like the 
Eiffel Tower, Leaning Tower of Pisa, the 
Acropolis, Westminster and Big Ben with 
its famous chimes.

One of Brussel’s most beloved land-
marks is Manneken Pis a 28” bronze 
sculpture in a fountain in the center of 
town. The sculpture depicts a naked little 
boy urinating into the fountain’s basin 
and dates back to the early 1600’s. During 
major festivals and events, he’s dressed 
in one of his 900 outfits and he regularly 
receives new suits from fans.

Experience Belgium’s Golden Age in 
historic Antwerp and the lovely patri-
cian cities of Ghent and Bruges. The 
Flemish capital of Antwerp is famous for 
the Cathedral of Our Lady, with its three 
monumental altarpieces painted by Peter 
Paul Rubens. The city’s Grand Square is 
surrounded by the Golden Age Town 
Hall and Steen Castle, Antwerp’s oldest 
building wih thick walls, battlements 
and turrets and a fully equipped torture 
chamber.

Sometimes referred to as “the Venice 
of the North” Bruges is famous for its 
canals and medieval architecture, most 
of which remains intact. Highlights of 
this UNESCO World Heritage Site include 
the Basilica of the Holy Blood, a 12th 
century Gothic church and the Belfort, 

elgium is known for me-
dieval towns, Renaissance 
architecture and as the 
headquarters of the Euro-

pean Union and NATO. The country 
has several distinctive regions including 
Dutch-speaking Flanders to the north, 
French-speaking Wallonia to the south 
and a German-speaking community to 
the east. The bilingual capital of Brussels 
offers ornate guildhalls at Grand-Place 
and elegant art-nouveau buildings.

The Grand Place or Grote Market is one 
of the most beautiful squares in Europe 
framed by crenellated guildhalls, the 
city’s Town Hall and the King’s House 
or Breadhouse building containing the 
Brussels City Museum.

The Atomium was originally construct-
ed for the 1958 Brussels World Expo. A 
surrealistic jumble of tubes and spheres a 
335-foot-tall structure represents an iron 
crystal magnified 165 billion times. Dur-
ing the 1950s  it epitomized unlimited 

BY GAIL MERO-O’NEIL 

faith in science and atomic power. Today 
it houses a museum. 

Mini-Europe is a theme park located 

The historic city of Ghent

The Atomium is a Brussels landmark
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a 272-foot-high tower that figured so 
prominently in the 2008 film In Bruges, 
a dark comedy about two Irish hit men 
on the run.

The view from the Rozenhoedkaai is 
one of the most photographed places 
in the Historic Center. This is where the 
Groenerei and Dijver canals intersect and 
it’s a popular stop for the tour boats plying 
the waterways encircling the town. Visi-
tors can stroll the ramparts and admire 
the windmills as well as several medieval 
town gates.

The Belfort, which presides over Mar-
ket Square, forms part of a 13th century 
complex that served as a market hall 
during the Middle Ages. Visitors up for 
the challenge of climbing the 366 steps 
to the top of tower can stop for a breather 
and admire the old treasury, used during 
the Middle Ages, a carillon with 47 me-
lodious bells and an imposing clockwork 
mechanism. Those who succeed in mak-
ing the strenuous climb will be rewarded 
with unforgettable views of the city and 
surrounding countryside.

The Stadhuis — Bruges’ City Hall — is 
one of the oldest in the Low Countries. 
Constructed in 1376, the Gothic hall is 
a work of art in itself, with its splendid 

19th century murals and a colorful 
vaulted ceiling.

The 400-foot high tower of the Onze-
Lieve-Vrouwekerk, or Church of Our Lady, 
makes it the second tallest brick building 
in the world. Construction began in 1225 
and it was nearly 300 years later before it 
was completed. The interior houses a trea-
sure trove of art, including Michelangelo’s 
Madonna and Child, carved in 1505. 
The Nazis looted this exquisite, 4-foot 
tall marble sculpture from the church in 
1944. It was saved from destruction in 
a German salt mine a year later, a story 
recounted in the 2014 film “The Monu-
ments Men,” starring George Clooney.

The Groeninge Museum houses an im-
pressive collection of Belgian painting 
from the late Middle Ages to postwar 
modern art. One highlight is the world 
famous collection of ‘Flemish Primitives’, 
which includes works by Jan Van Eyck, 
the father of oil painting.

Minnewaterpark in the south part of 
Bruges, is home to a small rectangular 
lake known as the Lake of Love. Legend 
has it that if you walk over the lake bridge 
with your partner you will experience 
eternal love.

Bruges is a popular destination on 

European river cruises. Travelers are 
discovering that river cruising is one of 
the most comfortable intriguing ways 
to explore and discover Europe. River 
cruising allows up-close-and-personal 
access to cosmopolitan cities and quaint 
villages — because so many towns were 
built along these medieval highways.

During the Middle Ages, Ghent was one 
of the richest and most powerful cities in 
Europe. Located less than 30 miles from 
Bruges, the city’s rich history is evident 
in the imposing buildings and squares. 
The Castle of the Counts was constructed 
in 1180 with 6-foot-thick stone walls. 

Visitors can get a close view of the 
city’s medieval center including St Bavo’s 
Cathedral, the Belfry and St Nicholas’ 
Church onboard a boat tour along the 
city’s waterways. Soaring St. Bavo’s Ca-
thedral is home to “The Adoration of the 
Mystic Lamb” by Hubert and Jan van Eyck. 
The 15th-century polyptych consists of 
12 wooden panels and is one of the most 
coveted masterpieces of medieval art. It’s 
been stolen or plundered seven times 
including by the Nazis during World War 
II, an event also chronicled in the film 
The Monuments Men.

The view from the Rozenhoedkaal in Bruges



56 - CROSSINGS

O
Branson Puts  on  a  Show

The tallest raft ride drop in the Western 
Hemisphere Mystic River Falls at Silver 
Dollar City is nearly half a mile of thrills 
with hairpin turns, high tides and a hid-
den mine shaft. Riders ascend an eight-
story lift tower then plummet down a 
four and a half story waterfall. It’s the 
soggiest splashdown in Silver Dollar City’s 
60-year history! Mystic River Falls will be 
the highlight of Rivertown, a new themed 
area of the park where 1880s town folk are 
caught up in a high-spirited celebration, 
representing Silver Dollar City’s Diamond 
Jubilee, which began in March.

If you’ve ever wanted to take a subma-
rine voyage or get close to thousands of 
incredible sea creatures, you won’t want 
to miss Aquarium On The Boardwalk. Slated 
to open this summer, guests will experi-
ence the wonders of the coral reef with 
up-close views of amazing sea creatures, 
ranging from colorful fish, seahorses and 
jellyfish, to octopi, eels and sharks. The 
aquarium’s exterior of the building is 
a larger-than-life giant Pacific octopus.

Branson boasts more theatre seats 
than Broadway and is home to dozens 
of musical, magic, comedy, variety and 
Broadway-style shows. The Presley Family 
(no relation to the King) opened Branson’s 
first music theater in 1967 and are still 
going strong more than 50 years later. 
The family originally performed in Ozark 
caves before building a theater on High-
way 76 on what is now Branson’s Strip.

ften called the Las Vegas 
of the Ozarks, millions of 
visitors make the trek to 
Branson every year. People 

began coming to this bucolic neck of the 
woods a century ago, drawn by author 
Harold Bell Wright’s vivid description 
of the Ozarks in his best-selling novel 
“The Shepherd of the Hills”. You can 
still get a taste of what life was like back 
then at The Shepherd of the Hills Adventure 
Park. Experience the Vigilante Extreme 
ZipRider, Inspiration Tower, ATV rides, 
guided homestead tours, rock climbing, 
a petting farm, fishing pond, ropes course 
and more at the facility.

One thing you can count on in Branson 
is always finding new ways to entertain 
you. Dolly Parton’s Stampede is thrilling 
audiences like never before with all-new 
sets, music and special effects, including 
interactive lighting with a 12.5 million 
LED wall! The Stampede cast, including 
thirty-two magnificent horses, will amaze 
you with thrilling horse-riding stunts and 
stirring musical productions all while you 

BY RENU SAGGAR 

enjoy a fabulous four-course feast! After 
the show, guests can meet the stars of the 
show in their stables.

Entertainment with down-home appeal

Dolly Parton’s Stampede

Ripley’s Beleive it or Not! in Banson 

BY RENU SAGGAR 
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Critics may eschew Branson’s down-
home sensibilities but where else can you 
find a Japanese-born fiddler and a Russian 
comic performing sold out shows? Shoji 
Tabuchi fiddles his way through country, 
bluegrass, western swing and jazz. Co-
median Yacov Smirnoff guarantees that 
you’ll laugh once a minute during his 
show or he’ll give you your money back.

Returning for one season only, Noah at 
Sight & Sound Theatre takes you on board 
one of the world’s best-known voyages 
as live animals fill the stage and aisles. 
Set sail inside the enormous ark as this 
extraordinary Biblical story comes to life 
all around you!

Tribute acts are some of Branson’s big-
gest attractions. “Jerry Presley “Elvis Live!” 
at the God and Country Theatre is the 
Branson tribute to The King that can’t 
be missed! Cousin to the most popular 
performer  who ever lived, Jerry pays 
homage to Elvis as only family could ever 
do. And he stays true to all the details of 
an authentic Elvis concert, including an 
amazing live band.

Ripley’s Believe It or Not! is the only place 
in Branson where you’ll find shrunken 
heads, a 22-foot-tall car parts robot, an 
authentic vampire killing kit, one-of-a-

kind artwork, tons of hands-on exhibits 
and a wicked spinning vortex tunnel! 
Enjoy eight galleries and an ever-changing 
collection of over 450 unique artifacts, 
unbelievable art, crazy illusions and 
wacky interactives.

Every guest entering the Titanic Museum 
receives a replica-boarding pass of an 
actual Titanic passenger or crewmember. 
Visitors will find over 400 artifacts from 
the doomed ocean liner on display. 

The Branson IMAX Entertainment Com-
plex boasts a massive projection screen, 
6 stories tall and 83 feet wide. It’s the 
tallest screen in the Midwest! All-new 
dual 4K laser projection systems deliver 
the ultimate picture quality and sound.

One of the coolest things about the 
Branson Auto & Farm Museum is that you 
can take home the exhibits — if you can 
afford them, of course. From classic cars 
like 1950s Cadillac and Corvettes, to 
farm implements from the 1940s, you 
never know what you’ll find inside this 
90,000-square-foot auto-lover’s dream.

Big Air Trampoline Park features over 
65 fun attractions including Dodgeball, 
a Mechanical Bull, Battle Beam, Ninja 
Warrior Course and more fun activities. 
In addition to a boatload of trampolines, 

the park has premium attractions like 
Spin Cycle, Flight Simulator and a thrill-
ing Zip Line.

Branson’s newest, fun-filled attrac-
tion Beyond the Lens is a family friendly 
adventure that’s loaded with interactive 
exhibits including escape rooms, virtual 
& augmented reality games, crazy fun 
photo ops and more! It’s an exciting trip 
through Pop Culture with a combination 
of historical conspiracy theories and 
cutting-edge gaming systems.

Golfers can tee off at the brand new 
Paynes Valley Golf Course at Big Cedar 
Lodge. The first public-access golf course 
designed by Tiger Woods, Paynes Valley 
pays tribute to Ozarks-native and World 
Golf Hall of Fame member, Payne Stewart. 
With its inviting layout, pristine water 
features, broad fairways and greens, the 
course will appeal to all golfers.

Take a nostalgic excursion through 
the Ozark foothills in the restored, 
1940-50 era railcars of the Branson Scenic 
Railway. This one hour 45 minute trip 
takes you through tunnels, over trestles 
and through the southwest Missouri, or 
northwest Arkansas wilderness, home to 
abundant wildlife and ghost towns now 
named only on railroad maps.

Noah features live animals and an enormous Ark
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C
Festival Season in Chatham-Kent

Fest, Wheatley’s Fish Fest, Wallyfest, and 
the Dresden Exhibition, each provide 
their own brand of entertaininment and 
enticing eats. Craft vendors showcase 
handmade wares, and visitors will find 
treasures abundant, and hospitality sec-
ond to none. 

Chatham-Kent is filled with incredible 
talent highlighted at the many Art in the 
Park events held throughout the area. 
Blenheim, Erieau, Ridgetown and Tilbury 
all hold summer events where artisans 
share their passion and love for their 
crafts. From fine art to adorn your walls 
at home, to a piece of pottery, jewellery 
or even clothing, there are many unique 
offerings to be had. 

Among the spectacles in August is 
Dresden’s Summer Night Market. With lights 
strung between vendor tents, a variety 
of sights, sounds, smells and tastes fill 
the night. Thousands descend on this 
tiny town for this semi-annual event, 
held once in each summer, and once 
in the winter. Businesses remain open 
late, catering to the visitors strolling the 
streets, looking for exciting finds, while 
entertainment plays in the background. 

Throughout the summer, music in the 
park can be enjoyed in communities like 
Blenheim, Chatham, Dresden and Wal-
laceburg. Visitors are encouraged to pull 
up a lawn chair and take in these summer 
concert series. 

Black History events like Emancipation 
Day at Uncle Tom’s Cabin Historic Site 
in August and Homecoming at Buxton 
National Historic Site & Museum are 
not to to be missed. The Chatham-Kent 
Black Historical Society and Black Mecca 
Museum continues to offer tours to the 
BME Freedom Park, an inspiring site to see 
especially during the summer when the 
flora and fauna are in full bloom. 

Many things make Chatham-Kent a 
special place, but the people and hospital-
ity will have you wanting to come again 
before you even leave. 

Plan your trip today by going to VisitCK.ca

hatham-Kent is filled to the 
brim with things to do and 
see. Around here, the time 
between May and September 

is known as “Festival Season” when the 
the many small communities that make 
up this vibrant region, really shine. From 
Classic Car shows to unique rural offer-
ings, Chatham-Kent truly has something 
for all interests and ages. 

Kicking things off is the return of the 
songbirds to the region. Rondeau Provin-
cial Park hosts the Festival of Flight, Whuke 
Wheatley Provincial Park hosts the Norm 
Chesterfield Bird Tour. Thousands of visi-
tors fill the quaint bed and breakfasts and 
hotels, rising early to catch a glimpse of a 
rare species. This bright sign of life in the 
forests, is a harbinger of warm weather, 
abundant sunshine and long summer 
days filled with making memories. 

May is also the kick-off to what is af-
fectionately known as Classic Car season 
in Chatham-Kent. RetroFest takes centre 
stage in Chatham’s downtown core. This 
annual event draws thousands of visitors 
and hundreds of vintage and classic cars. 

Turning the calendar to June, summer 
really feels like it’s just around the corner.  
Two more Classic Car shows pop up, as 
Erieau hosts the Boulevard of Dreams, and 
Blenheim plays host to its annual Classics 
Auto Show. It also marks the start of the 
Wallaceburg Farmer’s Market, a true nod 
to the incredible locally grown produce 
and artisinal made products available in 
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Chatham-Kent. Everything from popcorn 
to pickles and herbs and organic offer-
ings are found here on certain Saturdays 
through September. 

From July through August, the scenic 
small towns of Bothwell, Merlin, Mitch-
ell’s Bay, Ridgetown and Wallaceburg all 
host  their own classic car show. WAMBO 
in Wallaceburg is a bit more unique in 
that it features antique boats, lining the 
Sydenham River. A true spectacle in its 
own right. 

In the summer area waterways begin 
to fill up with canoes, kayakers, boaters 
and other water sport enthusiasts. An-
glers arrive in droves to compete in one 
of three, Chatham-Kent tournaments. 
Salmon, bass and walleye are all plenti-
ful, in the open waters of Lakes Erie and 
St. Clair, Mitchell’s Bay and Rondeau 
Bay. The Great Erie Salmon & Walleye 
Hunt, Mitchell’s Bay Open and Big Boyz 
Tournament all take place between the 
months of June and August.Thousands 
of dollars in prize money is up for grabs, 
along with bragging rights. 

June, July and August are when ru-
ral communities take centre stage and 
showcase nature’s bounty  at festivals 
and fairs. Chatham’s Kinsmen Fair, and 
the Thamesville Threshing Festival both 
take place in June. 

Unique Canada Day celebrations take 
place at the beginning of July. Chatham 
celebrates multi-culturalism with the Fes-
tival of Nations, while Blenheim’s Cherry 

Art in the Garden
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@VisitCK   #VisitCK
VisitCK.ca  | 1.800.561.6125

Experience Festivals, Events and 
Fun in Chatham-Kent!
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Your Place to Stop, Shop and Dine 

with its elegant casual chic collections. For the ultimate com-
fort,  her micro knit fabric is for life’s leisurely moments, from 
shopping to golfing, yoga, traveling, walking the dog, plus a 
“hidden slimming panel” for tummy control. It’s wrinkle free, 
easy care and easy to travel with! 

A La Mode is located at 52 Richmond St. in Amherstburg. 
They also have a second location at 3869 Dougall Ave. in Wind-
sor. Alterations are done on site at the Amherstburg location. 

Visit their website at www.alamodefashions.ca.

Riccardos
Riccardos Restaurant is home to true Italian cuisine. It is here 

that renowned Chef Riccardo Maltese brings his authentic cu-
linary creations to life. The atmosphere is cozy and warm and 
Chef Maltese shares the lessons he learned from his hometown of 

Marsala, Sicily. It is the power 
of fresh ingredients. With de-
lightful aromas drifting out of 
the open kitchen guests can be 
assured that every ingredient 
is fresh. Every dish bears the 
stamp of Chef Riccardo’s pas-
sion and flair for fine cuisine. 
Favorites include traditional 
Sicilian Arancine – homemade 
Italian rice balls flash fried and 
baked, served with Riccardo’s 
meat sauce. 

The very popular Riccardo’s 
Salad begins sliced black forest 
ham, julienne cheddar and 

mozzarella, grilled chicken, mixed greens, wedged tomatoes 
and Riccardo’s famous Italian dressing.

Pasta includes housemade manicotti stuffed with ricotta and 
spinach tomato sauce, and linguini seafood marinara, sautéed 
black tiger shrimp, sea clams, squid rings, PEI mussels, garlic 
and marinara sauce. Pair your meal with a selection from their 
extensive wine list. 

Summer is the perfect time to enjoy a meal as the new covered 
patio offers great views of the river. Enjoy his hospitality at his 
Amherstburg location at 238 Dalhousie St., near the Navy Yard 
Park, or allow him and his staff to cater your next special event.

Visit them online at www.riccardositalian.ca

A Step Above Wellness Centre
Ever wish you could roll back the hands of time? A Step Above 

Wellness Centre in LaSalle, specializes in skin care from head to 
toe. They’re a fully certified medical and laser spa that special-
izes in advanced treatments to help you look and feel your best 
using the most advanced technologies available.

Their ultimate anti-aging program uses the latest innovative 
technologies in the skin care industry to improve overall skin 
tone, fine lines and wrinkles without surgery. It’s paired with 
a comprehensive medical-grade regime, so you can achieve 
a firmer, younger appearance with minimal discomfort and 
downtime.

Visit them online at astepabovewellness.com.

indsor and Essex County offer big city attractions 
and small town values. There’s so much to do 
and so little time, from days  on the water, to golf 
and county events, to music festivals and plenty W

of getaways to the great outdoors. Shopping is entertainment 
with a purpose.  The county also offers excellent dining options 
inspired by the communty’s diverse ethnic roots. 

Mezzo
The not-to-be-missed dining experience at Mezzo Ristorante & 

Lounge goes far beyond the innovative, award-winning cuisine. 
A cool blend of a contemporary, eclectic atmosphere, extensive 
wine list, specialty cocktails and live entertainment, are the in-
gredients for one of Windsor’s most appealing destinations. It’s 
no wonder that Mezzo was Voted Top Choice Italian Restaurant.

Overlooking Via Italia, in the heart of 
Windor’s Little Italy, Mezzo is perfect for 

romantic dinners, special occasions, 
business meetings and groups. Open 
late all week the award-winning 
menu features entrees like homemade 
ravioli stuffed with roasted butternut 
squash, sesame encrusted sushi grade 

yellow fin tuna and succulent AAA beef 
tenderloin. Sweet finishing touches in-

clude their famous crème brulee. They also 
offer both indoor and patio dining. 

Whatever the occasion, the owners, talented chefs and friendly 
staff all cater to every patron’s every need. Discover authentic 
Italian cuisine in the heart of Via Italia! 

Visit them online for their menu and upcoming events at Mezzo.ca.  

A La Mode
It’s all about the fashion at A La Mode, making the shopping 

experience comfortable, personable and affordable. They can 
dress you from head to toe with accessories like handbags, 
shoes and jewelry.

A La Mode carries a wide va-
riety of styles taking you from 
day casual to evening chic! 

Oriental floral from Desigual 
is very hot this season. During 
their trip to orient they col-
lected flowers, tones, shadows, 
combined them with disruptive 
elements such as palm trees. It’s 
an unforgettable combination, 
which sees the light in the day 
in the form of kimonos, sports 
jackets and midskirts.

A La Mode also carries a 
great selection of accessories by 
Desigual: purses, jewelry, shoes 
and much more this spring. 

Whether on a first date, on a night out with girlfriends or in 
an unexpected encounter that may last until dawn. 

Created by Canadian designer Lyse Spenard, the BYLYSE 
brand aims to make women feel confident at any age and size 

A La Mode

Riccardos

Let the good times roll in Windsor & Essex County BY RENU SAGGAR 





and country
rides

Experience the blooming season in Traverse City. It’s where cherry blossoms roll by 
storefronts, through vineyards, and into freshwater sunsets. And whether you’re 
exploring downtown or hitting the trails, you know you’re in a pretty great place.

TraverseCity.com

city strolls



and country
rides

Experience the blooming season in Traverse City. It’s where cherry blossoms roll by 
storefronts, through vineyards, and into freshwater sunsets. And whether you’re 
exploring downtown or hitting the trails, you know you’re in a pretty great place.

TraverseCity.com

city strolls



Some vacations become part of us. The beauty and experiences 
come home with us and beckon us back. Ohio’s Hocking Hills is 
such a place. Breathtaking scenery, unlimited outdoor adventures, 
prehistoric caves, waterfalls, hills and ravines all combine, take 
root and call you back again and again. Bring your sense of 
adventure and your heart to the Hocking Hills. You’ll go home 
with new stories and count the days until you can return. 

Explore the Hocking Hills, Ohio’s Natural Crown Jewels.

Call or click for your free Visitor’s Guide   |   1-800-Hocking   |   ExploreHockingHills.com

find your story here


