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Wh e n w e t h i n k o f
Christmas decora-
tions, sometimes we

place so much pressure on
ourselves to host the perfect
holiday dinner and create the
most magical environment
with our decorations that we
forget to think of the easiest
simplest things.

Christmas decorating is all
about harmony. It doesn’t
really matter if you spend a lot
or a little, the trick is to ensure
your space feels harmoni-
ous with a common theme
throughout.

Think of the simplest items
around your house and try
ways to decorate them. Here
are some great items to con-
sider adding festive touches:

1. Dining room light fix-

tures. Surprisingly a big ele-
ment in the room that is usu-
ally completely forgotten
— place wreaths and balls
and ribbons in and around
it; branches, twigs or orna-
ments tie and wrap on the fix-
ture — why not? It will add a
lot of interest to the room and
become a true conversation
piece.

2. Staircase decorations.
The traditional staircase dec-
orations are green garlands
which can be quite pricey.
However, there are so many
other things we can do to
spice up a staircase. Use bur-
lap, organza or fabric with
bows and Christmas orna-
ments. Christmas stock-
ings, or skates or any wintery
items at one foot intervals

garnished with shimmers.
Twigs bunched up with a
bow-wrapped around pickets
— you can find these items in
your backyard or local park/
forest. (For safety reasons,
never place on the hand rail
but place below.)

3. Candles, candles, can-
dles : I often say you can
never have enough candles
although you need to worry
about safety. Candles can be
kept unlit or consider buy-
ing the latest battery oper-

ated ones! You can buy them
in bulk inexpensively at many
major stores in various sizes
and place them in almost any
containers you have around
the house. Use your old wine
glasses and turn them upside
down and place a small can-
dle on top and balls inside the
glass and voila. Or place cran-
berries, water and a votive
candle inside each. Basically
you can’t go wrong with glass
and candles.

4 . U s e y o u r c h a i r s a s

another place to add festive
flair over the holidays. Simple
ribbon wrapped around bar
or dining chairs with a little
ornament in the middle add
a beautiful touch to any space
and is ever so affordable.

5. Centerpiece. Use what
you already have at home.
Don’t need to go crazy think-
ing what to use as center-
pieces. Most of us have a
vast array of empty glass
bowls and flower vases lying
around the house. Gather
them all together and put
anything you can find in
t h e m — b a l l s, w re at h s,
greens, acorns, candies, can-
dles, balls, anything you can
grab and create groupings.
As long as it is in your colour
scheme, it will work.

This time of year stock up
on items that are completely
versatile, affordable and can
be used to decorate most
things inside your home. Rib-
bons, candles, balls, acorns,
twigs, branches, greens —
the rest is in your hands and
let your imagination run wild
with creativity!
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You don’t need to go crazy thinking what to use as
centrepieces, most of us have a vast array of empty glass

bowls and flower vases lying around the house.

Besides the traditional green garlands, there are so many
ways to spice up a staircase including burlap, organza or

fabric with bows.

It doesn’t really matter if you spend a lilttle or a lot, the
trick is to ensure your space feels harmonious with a

common theme throughout.


