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To be reviewed: November 30, 2017 

 
Overview 

Zodiac Day Care is dedicated to supporting children’s learning, development, health and well-being 
through caring and responsive Early Childhood Educators, who focus on active learning, exploration, 
play and inquiry.  At Zodiac Day Care we see children as competent, capable, curious and rich in 
potential.  Zodiac Day Care has an open door policy with parents and caregivers.  We work to foster a 
positive relationship with the parents/caregivers to build a bridge between home and the centre.  
Through phone calls, notes, emails, documentation and face-to-face dialogue Zodiac will keep 
parents/caregivers abreast of their child’s activities and development. 

Pedagogy of Early Years 

A key feature of the Child Care and Early Years Act, 2014, is the focus on strengthening child care 
programs and ensuring high quality experiences for children.  The CCEYA authorizes the Ministry of 
Education to issue policy statements regarding programming and pedagogy for the purpose of guiding 
operators of child care and early year’s programs.  How does learning happen? Ontario’s pedagogy for 
the Early Years (2014) is the document used by Zodiac Day Care.  The document has a strong 
pedagogical focus, indicating that the pedagogy is not a prescriptive formula that lays out a specific 
curriculum or activities, but instead challenges the status quo and explores how learning happens for 
children.  How does learning happen? Is organized around four foundational conditions that are 
considered essential to optimal learning and healthy development for children: 
 

 

 
Children at Zodiac Day Care will have many and varied opportunities to reach their full developmental 
potential.  We promote health, safety, nutrition and well-being in our children.  Children will be 
provided with both quiet and active activities that will create a positive environment that will stimulate 
all areas of the children’s development while meeting the needs of each individual. 

Engagement suggests a state of being 
involved and focused.  When children 
are able to explore the world around 
them with their natural curiosity and 
exuberance, they are fully engaged. 

Well-being addresses the importance 
of physical and mental health and 
wellness.  It incorporates capacities 
such as self-care, sense of self and 
self-regulation skills. 

Belonging refers to a sense of 
connectedness to others, an individual’s 
experiences of being valued, of forming 
relationships with others and making 
contributions as part of a group, a 
community, the natural world. 

Expression or communication (to be 
heard as well as to listen) may take 
different forms.  Through their bodies, 
words and use of materials, children 
develop capacities for increasingly 
complex communication. 
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Goals 

Zodiac Day Care has set four goals for the children to be consistent with the Ministry of Education 
pedagogy.  Ur view of the child is as follows: 

 Every child has a sense of belonging when he or she is connected to others and contributes to their 
world. 

 Every child is developing a sense of self, health and well-being. 
 Every child is an active and engaged learner who explores the world with body, mind and senses. 
 Every child is a capable communicator who expresses himself/herself in many ways. 

Health, Safety, Nutrition and Well-Being 
Health, safety, nutrition and well-being contribute to the healthy development and growth of the 
children we serve.  Zodiac’s goal is to ensure all children and staff in our programs are safe by 
developing policies and procedures that support a culture of well-being and belonging. 

All centre staff are trained in Standard First Aid with CPR-C and the use of auto-injectors 

Zodiac will provide healthy snacks based on Canada’s Food Guide with close attention to any identified 
allergens or dietary restrictions.  Water is made available throughout the day.  Staff will model healthy 
eating behaviours by participating in snacks with the children 

Sun safety is a priority and sunscreen will be applied before any outdoor activities and after water 
activities. 

Safety is maintained with a gated playground and security cameras observing the premises are used.  
Zodiac has a Security Guard on duty while the centre is in operation.  All building entrances are 
controlled with key card access, with the exception of the office which is staffed at all times. 

Positive and Responsive Adult/Child Interactions 
Zodiac Day Care’s goal is to support positive and responsive relations between children, 
parents/caregivers and staff through their day care experience. 

Staff will greet the parents/caregivers and children each day on arrival and departure and share 
information pertaining to the child through verbal or written communication.  Zodiac will also utilize 
phone calls, emails as well as newsletters and schedules to maintain communications with 
parents/caregivers. 

Staff will practice and encourage inclusive and positive interactions.  Toys or play areas are never gender 
defined, rather all children are encouraged to experience all program areas.  We will foster an 
atmosphere of inclusion, cooperation sharing and friendliness.  This behaviour is modeled with staff 
interactions with coworkers, children and parents/caregivers. 

Staff will encourage self-help skills allowing the child the opportunity to develop their potential.  We will 
encourage children to do as much for themselves as possible without becoming discouraged or 
frustrated.  Staff will also encourage the children to be helpful to each other as well. 
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Encourage Positive Communication and Support Self-Regulation 
Zodiac Day Care strives to encourage the children to interact and communicate in a positive way and will 
support their ability to self-regulate. 

Staff will model the use of positive language and behaviours at all times when talking with the children 
and other adults.  We will work to help children to develop communication skills and problem solving 
skills such that they become competent in using multiple forms of communication (words, sign language 
and body language) to solve any issues. 

To encourage self-regulation we strive to create an environment where every child feels safe and 
supported to find a variety of ways in which to express his/her emotions.  We work to teach the children 
to recognize their emotions and to discover ways in which to deal with those emotions effectively and 
calmly. 

Learning Through Play 
Zodiac Day Care will foster the children’s exploration, play and inquiry and our goal is to plan for and 
create learning environments and experiences in which children’s learning and development will be 
supported. 

Using the 4 Foundations of How Does Learning Happen? we will create an environment that allows the 
children to explore topics of interest and the world around them with their natural curiosity and 
exuberance.  Through play based learning, children will develop the skills needed to expand their 
abilities as well as their knowledge and understanding of their world.  Materials and activities are 
rotated to keep the children engaged and stimulated for exploration. 

Child-Initiated, Adult-Supported Experiences 
Zodiac Day Care staff will follow the child’s lead in their interactions and in developing an environment 
that is rich in opportunities for exploration and interaction.   

Discovering the child’s current interests will guide the program we provide and the opportunities we 
offer in all areas of the child’s development.   While considering the needs of the group, individual needs 
are always considered as well.  The environment will then be set up to encourage children to challenge 
their abilities, expand their interests and develop relationships. 

Learning Environments 
Zodiac Day Care will plan for and create positive learning environments and experiences in which each 
child’s learning and development will be supported. 

From regular observations of the children’s activities and interactions we will plan a program that will 
stimulate the interests and development of the children.  We will provide a variety of activities, both 
active and quiet, which will meet the needs of the developing child regardless of the level of need and 
development.  We will makes changes in our environment and program as the children’s interests and 
developmental needs change. 
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Indoor and Outdoor Play 
Zodiac Day Care will incorporate indoor and outdoor play. As well as active play, rest and quiet time into 
the day and give consideration to the individual needs of the children receiving care. 

Children will be provided with both indoor and outdoor, weather permitting, play experiences that 
utilize a variety of active materials reinforcing gross and fine motor development.  We strive to provide 
equal opportunities for the children to take advantage of active and quiet time that meets their 
individual needs. 

Engagement and Ongoing Communication 
Zodiac Day Care will foster the engagement of and ongoing communication with parents/caregivers 
about the program and their children. 

Program staff will keep communication open via short discussions, notes, phone calls and emails.  Each 
group will send out a weekly schedule of activities. 

Community Engagement 
At Zodiac Day Care, we strive to use the environment and the community as the third teacher, and 
involve community partners to support the children, their families and staff.   

Specialty instructors within the community will deliver a variety of creative and engaging programming, 
i.e. music, dance, magic show, yoga.  Special needs resource staff are invited to support staff and 
families with strategies. 

Continuous Professional Learning 
At Zodiac Day Care, our aim is for children to learn by the best means possible.  Zodiac provides support 
and opportunities for staff to participate in ongoing training and professional development offered 
through community partners.   

Zodiac provides annual intensive pre-season training sessions for all staff.  Staff are encouraged and 
supported to register for seasonal workshops through Ontario Camps Association, Reach for The 
Rainbow, etc.  We recommend participation in training modules and webinars sponsored by the CCYEA 
and/or CECE.  

Documentation, Review and Impact 
Zodiac Day Care will document and review the impact of strategies set out in this statement on the 
children and their families and provide evidence of our ongoing efforts to create a program and centre 
that thrives on the engagement and connection of children, staff and families. 

Zodiac will use documentation and reflection to continually evaluate our program and its effects on the 
children and their families.  A weekly newsletter will be sent electronically to families along with a class 
photo.  Digital photographic displays will be made available to parents regularly.  A survey will be sent 
out to our families and staff to further evaluate our program effectiveness. 

 


